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| Absentee Application and Certificate 
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Fraudulently or Falsely cbimpleting this form is a Class | felony under Chapt 163 of the N.C. General Statutes 
The following people are PROHIBITED from signing the Witnesses’ Certification: 
For all voters: a candidate, UNLESS the candidate Is the voter's near relative; | 


For voters who are patients or 


facility; (2) an individual who holds any federal, |State, or local elective office; and (3) an individual who holds office in a State, congressional district, county or precinct political 
party or organization, or who isacam | 
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STEPHEN ALEXANDER BUIE 
315 FOREST DR 
BLADENBORO, NC 28320 


UNA - BLADEN COUNTY 






Ballot; GOO 
ALEXANDER BUIE 
PCT/VTD:P201/P201 Munl: 20 
11/06/2018 - GENERAL 






Board Approval Date —_—... —___.__ 
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Second Primary Request or Runoff Request 


In (he event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Election) Is called, 
| requast thatan absentee applicallon and ballot be |ssued fo me 


and mailed lo me. (Check the box to receive eligible ballots. 


Annual Roquest for Ilnass/Disability 


Due (a conlinued or expected Iliness or disability, | request (hal 


this application be a request for absentee ballots for any othe 


eleclions lo be held this calendar year In which | am eligible to 


participate. (Check the box to recelve ellgible ballots.) 
Signature of Voter (applicable) 
Address where application and ballots should be mailed 





: 
residents of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or adult care hame: (1) an owner,.manager, director, or employee of a 


paign manager or treasurer for any candidate or polltlcal party, 
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Voter's Certification (exuivet)) 


| am _applylng for an absentee ballot» |! ama aly 
tered as an affillate of the polltical party indicafe 


uallfied voler, regis- 
lat } ted on this application 
' All Information represented on this applicaiion Is correct + | am entitled 
to votejln this election + If | am an Unaffiliated voter voting In a primary 







gléction, | am voting In the party primary Indicated on the attached 
abel ‘Ifthe party Indicated is (UNA), | am voting a nonpartisan ballot. 


:-| further certify that | marked the enclosed ballot (or it was marked for 
‘me acgording to my instructions) jn the presence of: 


[Hy wo (2) witnesses who are al least 18 years of age and who are nol 
disqualifled by law to wilness the casting of my. absentee ballot (the 
wilnesses must complete the Option 4 of the Wiinesses' Certification) 


ORR 
ublle (Ihe notary. must complele 
0 J d y aut a 

















3 r : Option 2 of the Whhesses’ 
Xi 
‘3 


1 
{ 


NamneCoreclion(fapplicable) OSOCOC*~C~=“‘“—~*S*S*S*S*S”S”S”S”SSCSS 
Voter assistant Certification (If applicable) | 

| certify that: « The voter requested my assistance * | assisted the 
Voter by marking the ballot only according to the Voter's Instruction: 
and/or ljassisted the Voter|n core Ne 
Certificate + | assisted the Voter eR n the Voter's presence «| am 
the Voter's near relative or veriflable | 

assistance because a near relative or legal guardian Is unavallable to 
assist the Voter. | 
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Name of Assistant 


x! 


Signature of Assistant 


Addtess of Assistant 
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Witnesses’ Certification 


Option 1: Two (2) Witnesses 
(Roquirad Unloss a Notary Public Ie the Witnoss} 


| cerilfy that: «1 am at least 18 years old + | am nol disqualified from wilnessing the ballot as 
descriljed in the WARNING on the flap of this envelope + The Voler marked the enclosed ballol in 
my prasence, or caused it to be marked In the Voter's presence according lo his/her Insiruction + 
Tho Vdler signed this Abseniee Application and Certificate, or caused It to be signed + | respected 

e setracy of the bal he Voter’s privacy, unless | assisted the Voter at his/her request 
(complate Voter Assistant Certification section). 


Witness #t 
; oF aah 









Wiliiess #2 














Sy eee - Oe wy ny 

/ } _ 4 Glee . FU) fA ¥ 
( nee os ? / ¢ t/ a, LY uy ; 

A tt wn b%e C. 2S. es s jrpeccarwnanae doer crconts act 
Signatuthe a J: , Signaiure Mivenee 


















Option 2: Notary Public as Witnoss 
(Required Unloss Two Witnesses Provided) 










a) . he Voter: 
personally appeared before me, was posillvcly 
Identifies), and In my presence, the Voter marked the enclosed ballot, of caused it to be marked In the Voter's 
presence according to his/her Instruction » The Voter signed {his Absentee Applicalion and Certificale, or 
caused jl to be signed « | am at feast 18 years old » | am not disquallfied from witnessing the ballot as 
described In (he WARNING on the flap of this envelope + | respected Ihe. secrecy of (he balfol and the privacy 
of Ihe Voter, unless | assisted the Voler at his/her request (complete Voter Assistant Certification section}. 


NOTE: A _ wmny nol shia 2avfeo for witnossing and affixing a notarial soal 19 an absonted allot vpplicalion or corificata, (B.S. § 108-20) 
STATE 0 
COUNTY GF 


| certify that: on the _. day of 
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- Absentee Application and Certificate 
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Fraudulently or Falsely com pletingthis form is a Class | felony under Chapter 463 of the N.G. General Statutes 


“" 
For all voters: a candidate, UNLES 


For voters wito are patients or resider |, Glin 
facility; (2) an Individual who holds any federal, ‘State, or local elective office; and ( 
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he following people are PROHIBITED from signing the Witnesses’ Certification: 


S the candidate is the voter's near relative; os a | 
idents of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or adult care hame: (1) an owner, manager, director, or employee of thal 


3) an Individual who holds office in a State, congressional district, county or precinct political 


| party or organization, or whois a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or POUCA ec Be acces a) etch Og ee ee etre ek Goal Ss aa cian a 


SHEILA CARROLL BABSON 
4676 NC 211 HWY W 
CLARKTON, NC 28433 
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‘* SHEILA CARROLL BABSON 
PCT/VTO:P10/P10 Mun: 
11/06/2018 - GENERAL 
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| Second Primary Request or Runoff Request 

— In the event thal a Second piel (or Runolf Electlon) ls called, 
| request.thal an absenlee application and ballol be issued {jo me 
and mailed lo me. (Check the box lo receive eligible ballots.) 


—| Annual Request for tllness/Disability 
Due. lo conlinued or expeclad Illness or disability, | requesl thal 
this applicalion be: a requesl for absenlee ballots for any olher 
elections. to be held this calendar yaar in which | am ellgible lo 
parlicipale. (Check Ihe box to receive eligible ballots.) 


Signature of Voler {if applicable) | 3 
Address where application and ballots should be malted 





Voter's Certification (Royuirat) 

| am applylng for an absentee ballot +! ama duly ualified voter, regls- 
fered as an affiliate of the political party Indicafed on this applica on 
« All information represented on thls application is correct * | am entitled 
to vote:in thls election « If | am an Unaffiliated voter voting In a primary 
election, | am voting in the parly arlmary indicated on the attached 
label + If the party Indicated Is (UNA), | am voting a nonparilsan ballot. 


i ae 
| further certify that | marked the enclosed ballot (or It was marked for 
me according to my instructions) jn the presence of: 


[2] lwo (2) wlinesses who are at least 18 years of age and who #re: nol 
disqualified by law to wilness the casting of my absenlee ballot (the 
wllnesses must complete the Option 1 of the Witnesses’ Cerlificalion) 









OR 
i 
[_] a uealy public (Ihe nolary must complele Option 2 of the Witnesses’ 
ertificahons ; 





Hecstnent Date 





Signature of Voltr 


' 
Naqne Correction {If applicable) 


i 
Voter Assistant Certification (If applicable) 
| certify, that: * The voler requested my assistance « | assisted the 
Voter by maesing the ballot only according to the Voter's Instruction} 
and/or liassisted the Voter In completing the Absentee Application and 
Cartificale + | assisted the Voler only in the Voter's presence + | am 
the Voter's near relalive or verifiabie iegal guardian, or | am providing 
assistance because a near relative or legal guardian is unavailable to 
assist the Voter. 

§ 


Name of Assistant Address of Assistant 
i 


L 
Xi 


Signature of Asststant Date 


NCSBE v2018.02 


Witnesses! Certification | 
> Option 1: Two (2) Witnosses 
{Requlrad Unless a Notary Public Is tio Witness) 


| certify thal: + | am al least 16 years old «| am not disqualified from witnessing the ballol as 
descritied In (he WARNING on the flap of this envelope * The Voler marked the enclosad.ballot in 
my presence, or caused It lo be marked in the Voler’s presence according lo Ihis/her Instrucllon + 
The Vater signed this Absenlee Appticalion and Cerlificale, or caused It lo be signed ¢ | respected 

e sa¢recy of the ballot and lhe Voter's pidvacy, unless | assisted the Voler at his/her request 
learicl Ble Voler Assistant Certification section]. 


_Wilnoss #1. ‘ Witness il2 
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Ontion 2: Notary Public. as Witnosa 
{Required Unless Two Wiinessos Provided) { 


| certify fhat: on the __._ day of 255 ee. , the Voter: 

. personally appeared before me, was positively 
idenlified, and In my presenca, ihe Voler marked the enclosed ballot. or caused It lo be marked inthe Voler's 
presence according lo his/her instrucllon » The Voler signed this Absenlee Application and Certificate, or 
caused |t to-be signed * | am al least 18 years old «| am not disqualified from \witnessing the ballot as 
describdd In the WARNING on the flap of this envelope +! respected lhe sacrecy of \he ballot and the privacy 
Qo Voler, unless| assisted the Voler al his/her request {complete Voler Assislant Cerilfication section). 


tery may nol chameany (29 for witnossing anu athying a nolanal sool lo dn absentee ballot appteation or candidate: [G.8.§ 108-30) 







Notary Pubite. Comeisclon Exp'ratlon Date | 
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Fraudulently or Faisely completing this forma is aC 


, Absentee Application anc 
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Certificate 
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lass | felony under Chapter 163 of the N.C, Ganeval Statutes 


The following people are PROHIBITED from signing the Witnesses’ Certification: 


- for all voters: a candidate, UNLESS the candidate is the voter's near relative; _ — a5 . 
For vosers who are patients or residents of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, of adult care home: (1) an owner, Manager, director, or employee of that 


facility; (2) an individual who holds any feder?', State, or local elective office; and (3) an Individual who holds office InJa State, congressional district, county or precinct political 


PEPE MANS FAR pt tbe Jorma edi 9. 


parly or organization, or who Is a campaign mariager or treasurer for any candidate or political parly, 


FLOYD FRANISLIN EVERS 
264 LUTHER BRISSON RD 
BLADENBORO, NC 28320 


f ' 


-UNA - BLADEN COUNTY 
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Ballot’ G001 
LOYD FRANKLIN EVERS 
PCTIVTD:P202/P202 
11/06/2018 - GENERAL 





Muni: 


Board Approval Dale 0 





OP eee Ca nn cine ¢ O0 


] Second Primary Request or Runoff Request . 
{n the event thal a Second Primary (of Runoff Election) Is called, 
! requesl (halan absentee application and ballol be Issued lo me 
anid mailed lo me, (Check the box (o receive eligible ballots.) 


_] Annual Request for liness/Disahility | 
Dug lo conlinued or expected Illness or disablllty, | request. that 


thls application be a request for absentee ballols for any other. 


elections lo be held this calendar year In which | am eligible to 
parlicipale, (Check Iheboxlo receive eligible ballols.) 


Signature of Vater {ifapplicable) 


Address where application and ballots should he malled 


Voter's Certification (Required) 

| am. applying for an absentee ballot >! am a uy uae voler, regls- 
lered asian affiliate of the political party Indicafed on this applica on 
» All Information represented on this application is correct * | am entitled 
to vote In this elecilon + If | am an Unaffiliated voter voting In a primary 
election,: | am voting in the partly primary indicated on the altached 


| label * If;the party Indicated is (UNA), | am voting a nonpartisan ballot. 


| further certify that | marked the enclosed ballot (or It was marked for 
me according to my instructions) jn the presence of; 


(wo: (2) wlinesses who are al least. 18 years of age and who are nol 
disquallfied by law to wilness the casting Of my absentee ballot (Ihe 
wilnesses mus( complete the Option 1 of the Witnesses’ Cariilicalion) 


t - 
“ OR 
i St 
a notary public (the notary must complete Option 2 of the Wivesses' 
Certification) 


| 








Name Correction (if applicable) 
t 


Voter Assistant Certification (If applicable) | 

| certify that: * The voler requested my assistance « | assisted the 
Voter by marking the ballot according to. the Voter's Instruction; 
and/or | assisted the Voter in ene the Absentee Application and 
Certificate « | assisted the Voter only jn the Voter's presence «+! am 
the Voter's near relative or ver tOple legal poeta or | am providing 
assistance because a near telalive or legal guardian Is unavailable to 


assist the Voter. 


x 





Nanie.of Assistant Address of Assistant 


xX | 


Signature of Assisiant 





Date 


NCSBE v2018.02 
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| Witne ses’ Certification 


Option 1; Two (2) Witnosses 


ae (Roquired Untoss a Notary Public Is {ho Witness) 


| cerlify }nat: « { am al jeast 18 years old + [| am not disqualified from wilnessing the balfol as 
described In the WARNING on the flap of this envelope + The Voter marked lhe enclosed ballot In 
my presence, or caused jt lo be marked In the Voler's presence according lo his/hor Instruction ° 
The Voter signed thls Absentee Application and Certificate, or caused It to be signed + | respected 
he secrecy _of the ballot and the Voler's privacy, unless |] aSsisled ihe Voler at his/her request! 
[complelp Voter Assistant Certification section}. 


Viltnosa if 


— ete 8 


- Wilnoss #2 


Sign ue ghvs We j ; 


wy es ome caf ffi. FL Gnd 
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| | Option 2; Notary Public as Witness 
{Requlrod Unless Two Witnassos Providad) 


,20_—_y, the Voler: 
“ personally appeared before me, was posilively 
Idenlifled, and in my presence, lhe Voler marked lhe enclosed ballol, ar caused It to be marked in the Voter's 
presence According to his/her Inslruction * The Voter signed this Absentee Application and Cerlificale, or 
caused if jo be signed * | am al feast 18 years old « | am not disqualiiied from winessing the ballol. as 
described in the WARNING on the flap of this envelope « | respectad the secrecy of the ballol and the privacy 
of the Volar, unless { assisted (he Voter al his/her request [complete Voter Assistant Certificatlon section}. 


NOTE: A nolowuayuol shame aus(eg for wilaessing and affixing s nolanol seal toon absentea dovot application vr certificate [GS § 100 30) 
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| certify that: on Ihe day of 


—— ee 





Notary Pudite Commisslon Exptration Date: 
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EMMA LEE SHIPMAN 
196 BURDEN RD 
TAR HEEL, NC 28392 


DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 





aoe Ballot: G00 | 
EMMA LEE SHIPMAN 

PCTNVTD:P15/P15 Mun: | 
11/06/2018 - GENERAL 
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Board Approval Datei - 





Second Primary Recuest or Runoff Request 

In the event {hata Second Primary (or Runoff Electlon) Is called, 
| request that an absentee application and ballot be Issued lo me 
and mailed lo me. (Check. the box to receive eligible ballots.) 


“] Annual Request for tlness/Disability 
Due to conlinued or expected Illness or disability, | request that 
this application be a request for absentee ballols for any other 
elections lo bs held this calendar year In which J am eligible to. 
participale, (Check the box lo recelve eligible ballots.) 


Signature of Voter (if applicable) 


Aduress where application and ballots should be mailed 





. ea f ot 
Fraudulently or Falsely complet 
The following people are PRONIBITED from signing the Witnesses’ Certification: 


For all voters: a candidate, UNLESS the candidate fs the voter's near relative; 
For voters who are patients or residents of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or adult care home: (1) an owner, manager, director, or employee of that 
facility; (2) an individual who holds any federal, State, or local elective office; and (3) an Indlvidual who holds office ir a State, congressional district, county or precinct political 


__party or organization, or who Is a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or political party. 










Voter's Certification (Required) 

| am applying for an absentee ballot + | am a oy Sein voter, regis- 
tered as an affiliate of the polltical party Indicated on this application 
* All information represented on this application Is correct + | am entitled 
to vote In this election « If | am an Unaffiliated voter voting In a pamary 
election,,| am voting in the party primary Indicated on the att 

label ° if ithe party Indicated Is (UNA), | am Voting a nonpartisan ballot. 


| further certify that | marked the enclosed ballot (or It was marked for 
me according to my Instructions) in the presence of: 


two (2) witnesses who are al least 18 years of age and who are nol 
disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee ballot (the 
witnasses must complete the Option 1 of the Witnesses’ Certificalio) 


OR 
[| a notary public (the nolary must complete Option 2 of the Witnesses’ 


9/36)) ¢ 


Date 












Name Correction (if applicable) 


Voter Assistant Certification (If applicable) 

| certify that: * The voter requested my assistance » | assisted the 
Voter by marking the ballot only according lo the Voter's Instruction, 
and/or | assisted the Voter In com plating the Absentee Application and 
Certificate « | assisted the Voter eo hn the Voter's presence * | am 
the Voteris near relatve or verifiable fegal peeran or | am providing 
assistance because a near relative or lega/ guardian Is unavailable to 
assist the Voter. 


Name.of Assistant Address of Assistant 
Signature of Assistant "Date 


NCSBE v2018.02 
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Witnebses’ Certification 


|| 


the secracv of the ballol.and the: 


{Option 4: Two (2) Witnesses 


(Required Unlass a Notary Public Is the Witness) 


| certify jhat: + | am al least 18 Vears old + | am nol disqualified from witnessing the ballot as 
describe ¥ In the WARNING on the flap of this envelope * The Voter marked the enclosed ballot In 
my presdnce, or caused It to be marked In the Voler's presence according to his/her Instruction * 
The Voter signed lhis Absentee Application and Certificate, or caused it lo be signed « | respected 





[complel@ Voler Assistant Certification section). 
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StreeLjAduress (Roquired) 


* Date. 
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163 of the N.C. General Statutes 
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Volers orivacy, unless | assisted the Voter at his/her request 





Option 2: Notary Public aa Witness 
(Required Unioss Tyo Witnosses Provided) | 


, 20 , the Voter: 





I certify Ujjal: on the 


Idenlified, and In my presence, the Voiermarked {hee 


day of Geet 


personally appeared before me, was positively 
nclosed ballol, of caused it{o be marked In the Voter's 


presence according to his/her InsIrucllon * The Voler signed thls Absentee Application and Cortificale, or 
caused il lo ba signed * 1 am atleast 18 years old « | am nol disqualified from witnessing (he ballot as 


described in the WARNING on the flap of this envelope « | respected the secrecy of the ballot and the privacy 
of the Volar, unless | assislecl the Voter at his/her request [complete Voter Assistant Certificalion section). 


NOTE: A notary qigy nat chan any lao for wilnessiig ond aliixing o notarial seal to on absentoo ballot application ar certificate: [G.S. § 108-30). 
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Ar a. 13. ANove 


| rates ts ragisared ast 10, ed pd esas attra aon nay, odie in i ballot pretarench, 
i [Tomar . [1] Republican ,_ tibertarian 
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Affidavit of Emma L Shipman 


STATE-OF NORTH.CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF BLADEN 


The Undersigned,. Emma L. Shipman, being duly sworn deposes and says: 


i. tamover the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. | have personal knowledge 
of the facts herein, and,:if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. isuffer no jegal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth below. 


3. Ayoung lady whom] positively identified bya choice of 4 pictures, came to my house the 
Sunday after Hurricane Florence and told me that she was-assigned to this district to collect 
absentee ballots. | filled out the ballot: while she waited outside and gave it to her when she 
came.back. She took the baliot and. put it in an envelope and never sealed it or asked me to.sign 
it. Then she left. Because of the way she presented herself, | thought-she was legitimate. 


declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and 
complete. 


Executed thiscl7_ day of D/¥p Be 20 /¢ 
Zee Ot Ly ip LL 
Emma. L. iia 


Witness 
State of MV eS; | 
County of af Vader : = =. 


. A Notary Public In 











did appear persona iy before me and furnish 
tated.tha — did sign this 


Aniuent of their own free will on this . a day of 20457 






ER "> OFFICIAL SEAL. . 

i tee Notary Poti, Sach Cardin 
eee Seay or HS tl Bisda ty 
Ay 7 s Cathy is lawiric 


fF Oia: Bess wee Shores 






EXHIBIT 


8 





+ ane 


hee tee Se ene 


Exhibit 7.1.2.2 14 of 96 





SUPPLEMENTAL ATYIDAVIT OF EMMA SHIPMAN 


North Carolina 

County of Blader 

Buna Shipntan, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly sworn, says dat; 
1, Emma Shipntan, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


« Tam aver the ugeaf 18 and a.resident of the stateof North Carolina. | have personal 
knowledwe of the facts here, and ifentled as a witness, ean testify completely thereto. 


=. | sulfer no legal disabilities aid have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


4. oT reside at 196 Barden Road. Tar Heel, North Carolina, [am a régistered North Carolina 
voterat this address and was eligible tw vote in {he November.6, 2018 general election. 


4. This affidavit is supplemental to my affidavit dated October 29; 2018 submitted to the 
State Board: of Elections on November 29, 2078, attached hereto. 


a 


As | previously stated, a young woman came to niy residence to collect my absentee 
ballot. 1 gave this young woman my absentee ballot and absenies ballot envelope to 


deliver to the proper county clection officials. 

6. [didnot seal the absentee ballot in the absentee ballot envelope. 

7. After 1 gave my absentee. ballat and absentee ballot envelape to this young woman,a 
third party checked to see whether my ballot had beeir received by the proper county 


election officials. I was tald that my baller had not been received by the proper county 
election officials. 


8. J then:prepared aad signed:a-complaint which was filed with the Bladen County Board of 
Elections regarding the status of my absentee ballot. 


9. Days- later, that same young woman who had-coliscted my absentee ballot brought my 
absentee ballot and-absentee ballot envelope back to me, 


10. | voted at a “one-stop” early, in-person voting location, 


{Signature Page to Foltow] 
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{ declare that to the best af my knowledge and belief. the information herem is true, Correct, 


and. complete. 
Naine: Por Shipman 


Signatura 


4 


ee 


Date: Adal! _ 


Swomi t {or affirmed) and subscribed before me this the. J 


oi 


yo’ Warp, 


Sig di 
2 

O 

Sy 

> 

» 
7 
ar 


CAMEO g 


AS 


wt 
445; 4 
rai 


x & UBL 


ae & 4 
“tall es ’ yn. 
“Coy 


% * 
no 


% 





YW 
day ar Detontar. 2038. 





\ \ ond yen shite 


“Noiary’s printed or typed 


My commission expires, \ lw | ih. os > 20kS. 
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Affidavit of Datesha Montgomery 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF BLADEN 


The Undersigned, Datesha Montgomery, being duly sworn deposes and says: 


1. [am aver the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. 1 have personal knowledge 
of the facts herein, and, if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. {suffer no legal disabilities and have persona! knowledge of the facts set forth below. 


3. ‘On Wednesday evening about two weeks from todays date which is October 12, 2018, a young 
whit lady came by and asked for my absentee ballot. She stated that she was collecting peoples 
ballots inthe area. She had just come from:-another ladies house. | filled out two names on the 
ballot, Hakeem Brown for Sheriff and Vince Rozier for board of education. She stated the others 
were not important. | gave her the ballot and she said she would finish it herself. i signed the 
ballot and she eft. Itwas-not sealed up at any time. 


| declare that to the best of my kricwledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and 
complete. 


Executedthis 2¢ dayot_OG/aber-__20.& 





A 
State of A cy 


County ot_<ileder— a 








Subscribed and sworn before me, | f-fe ___. ANotary Public in 


and for the County and State above, do hereby declare7he Affiant, 


_D ct 7 Ch he., . teva! IG did appear peau before me.and furnish: 


to me adequate ‘af proving their identity and stated that -SAz- (he/she) did sign this 
document of their own free wilkon this_o7 ad day of LY? Aer 20 Ff . 
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1742 of 2668 
TQ: BLADEN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
f ge TETELY ‘Pirysicol Address 
: he s,| State Absentee Halle fpauest Form 3015 Cypress St cee 
A | North Carolina fas Elizabethtown NC PO Hox.512 
UG j " 2018 ‘28337 ‘ Elzabethtown 
A . PHONE: 910-862-6951. FAX: 910-862-7820 


TIME__._. REC'D 8Y- 


a) DEN GU) BU. LU Ge Vite 


aM iS A.CLASS| FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. | 


lam requesting an absentee ballot for the: _ GENERAL ELECTION on 
ee ee. ee Election Type (Primary, Generat, Muniipal, Special, ete.) 


bladen.boe@acsbe.gov 















NOVEMBE Figaea 







; Me Ary }: 


State 







ZipCode | City State Z\p:-Cade 


| ak you lived: at this address for more-than 2 D days? | ¥ Yas 1} No 





Previous Name (if applicable) 
1F “No,” oe the date of your move: 


Phone [optional) | Email (optional) 





| Absentee Voting Information - oot 
Absentee Mailing Address (where should the ballot be mailed 7} City State Zip Code 
| if voter is registesed as Unaffiliated and requesting aballot for apartisan primary, choose a primary ballot preference. 
Democatic [] Republican Libertarian {| Non-partisan 


if voter is a patientin a hospital, clinic, nursing home. or rest home, ptease indicate whether you will need assistance In marking your ballot. Lives [] Ne 





if“Yes,” what is the name and address of t of the he hospital or factity: 


if requesting an absentee baliat oa behalf of aneor relative, ist your name, aairem contact infermotine and valotianshie to the voter: 
Requestor’s Name [CT spouse  []brother/sister [parent -[] grandparent [(] stepparent 


() chia LJ] grandehitd (.] stepchiid [3 mother-in-law [1] father tn law 
' | son-in-law [[] daughter-in-law [ } teal guardian 


Name af Corporation (if appo!nted legal guardian} 


State Zip Code Requestor’s Phane Requestor’s Email 
eee Ba i ——— | 


| Requestor’s Address” 








u—_! 


For Military/Overseas Citizens Only (may only be signed by the voter; may not be signed bya near relative /guardian) 
Select one of the options below to qualify as a military or overseas voter: 


LC] Member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on actwe duty and currently absent from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent. 
C} U.S. citizen residing outside the US. temporarily or Indefinitely ; = a 
Current Address [Address where you are currently stationed or living overseas. } 


Transmit my ballot by: ae eee eee eet 
(Military/ Overseas Voters Only} L] mail [") Fax [_] Email 
Fax Number or Email Address 









Signature of Near Relative/Legal Guardian (if applicable) 





te ew eth 


| ————= 


Exhibit 7.1.2.2 13 of 96 


AFFIDA vit OF LONNIE I, BULLARD 





North Carolina ) 
County of Bladen ws 
‘Lomnie |. Bullard, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly swom, says thai; 

1. Lonnie |. Bullard, do declare.the following under penalty of perjury: # 


“J, ‘lam over the age of 18 and-a resident of the state of North Carolina. J have personal 
‘knowledge of the facts here, and if called a: a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. 1 suffer no legal disabilities and have adlanl knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 
3. I reside at 3109 Grimsley Farm Road, } Bladenboro, North Carolina. fama registered 


North Carolina voter at this address atid was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 
general election. 


4. Prior to the 2018 general election; Lisa Britt came to my residence to ask whether ] 
would Jike to submit-an-absentee ballot request form. 


5. I know Lisa Britt personally, 





6. Since 1 normally vote.in-person, | declined to submit an absentee ballot request form for: 
the 2018 general election: 


7. {have been told that my name, residence, and Signature are listed on an absentee ballot 
request form for the 2018 general election. 


8. Thave reviewed this request form, which includes my name. residence, and einai 
Signature, attached as Exhibit A, 


9. While the address listed on this request form is. my residence, I did not fill out or sign this 
request form. 


10, 





= 
‘ - rely Ree 











Te 





{Signature Page to Follow] 
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1 declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, Correct, and 
complete. 


Name: Lonnie |. Bullérd . 
Signature: 


se 


rr SS CT TTT ‘ 
: ’ “> tie 
> ae 
ws cA. « ] < ae — 
ty alia + yas 
{ ” 


7 tae ; 


Sworn to (or affirmed) and nice en wn 20": aay y Foe 20 15. 
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1 oa * ~ 
Ohpae nl ed ~ AE. 
State Absentee Ballet Request Forn : 2a: Segue dct dee yt \p 
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North Carolina 28337 Eifzsbathrown 
PHONE: 920 862-6952 FAX? 810-862-7820: 
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’ + 
GENERAL'ELECTION. .. sion.) _NOVE 6, 2078: 
‘Plectign Type {Ptimcry, General; Municipal, Special; etc) Election Date 


. : Middle Name — 5 ) 


Mailing Address {tédifferent than tiome-2ddregs.), 


Lain reqiiesting an absentee ballot forthe: 















Votst Information. 
First Name 
















dhatd _. LenAcg 
Home: icles WNeRectentia Agdtass.) 
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Biadenbor . 
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it "io?" indicate the date o of solar maw: 
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j Vater ee No. Ph one toptonaly ‘Eni zi (aptional) 


Absentee Vating in formation | 
Absentee: Meiling Address: (Where should the bellat te wailed 


| Gp Code 





Hveter is regutered as Unaffiliated and requesting a ballot for a partisan primary, choose a primary ballot preference. i 
£} Democratic L] Resiibtican { }tibertarian L_] Non+partisare 
| id voter a patientin whospital, dinic/nursing home of rest heme, ple ase: indicatewhether you wil ied assistance’in marking your ballat []¥es [No 
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¥ yes what isthe name andadd ess ofthe hospitel or fact 
Rs CONSE waribces tes at 
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Se 


| Wiequeting Gy abiventos ballbton behalf of avaelaltte tht Vout pase: extiress contact Wifommotion dnd rekitiacabipto he dace 
‘Plegiiostors Name a Elbroier/eister, Clyansnt (Cl grandparent Cl stepparent 


£ | grandefiad Ci stepenild E)-tiotherindew ( fetherio-tavs. 
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Requestor’s Address | ss F Name'oF.Corparation (ifappoinred fegs! guardian) 


EE eee eee 


| | For ‘Milita ty/ Overseas Citizens Only {may ‘only He Signed by rs voter; may not be‘signed.by a near ‘relativefguardion) _ 
Selectone of the aptions elowto qualify: ase.militaryor ovetseas.voter. 
Member ofthe Unijarmas Seniices or Mercharit Marine cn active duty and currently absent froricaurty of residence or w-eligibie spouse/deannvent. 
Ct-u:s. ctizerresiding outsiste she U.S. temporarity ar indefinitely 











Current Address (address where y you s grecurrently y stetioned. or tiving overseas.) 











‘Wensmilemy Ballot by; re 
(Millitary/Overséas Voters.Oniy} Ci Mait 
Fax Mumberorkrmell Addiats 


CI Fax [J Ema 





Signature of Near Relative/Legal Guardian (if epplicable) 
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‘the sehr ne ad the Driv ac unloss | assisted fhe Voter at hismer reat 
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ere aOR) 0 nepresenied on tne, sepicaion i meet am en : 
aS a if | am an a Uneiiated voter voting in a y 


ted an the alfache 
es ik if the ee b wit tam voting a qonpariisan bafioL 


I further certify thatt marked the enclosed ballot (or it Was marked for’ 
me according fo my insirictions) jn the presence of: 


[_] iw {2) wlinesses who ‘pre at least 18 years of age and who afe not 
disqualified ‘by law to wilnéss the casiing of my ‘absentee bailol (the 
witnasses must complete the Option 7 of thie Witiesses’ Certification) 
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PRECIOUS NICOLEHALL. 
POT/VTD:P 501/P501 Mun: 
! 4706/2018 - GENERAL 


Board Approval Date wee 4s4 eae FLED Dove. 
Ss d ri Request or Runoff Request Cr ) alah} » yf 1A: Public na Stores 
econ or Rur uest Wi 
‘In the event thata’ nd Pamary (or Runoff Election) is —, ACTH lies nenaned Unless Two Witnossas. Provided} 


Voter Assistant Certification Fi eocaietcn 
¥ oan ie We voter rac 





| certify that on the __ __ day of sms . 20 , the. Ve 

ally appeared bofora me, was posit; 
identified, cand in my prasenco, ih Voter markod ihe enclosed batiot, or caused M lobe markeil in Ihe Vot 
presence according fo hisher mstruction « The Vote signed this Absenteo Application a 1 Cortiicate 
caused Ib be signed + | art at jeast 18. years ok + \n-nok dsquatted rom wineating the bata 


| request het an sbsentes application and baliol be Issued tome 
and mailed to me. (Check iha box 16 récewe- eligible batots) 


Lie Anvwal Request for HinessiDI sability ; 
io continued or expecied finess or disability, I request that 






va application be. a request for absentee any 
elections tendar | described In the WARNING on the flap of this envelope «Jrespectedihe 
Saath (Check ian tor = box fo i ‘ac et oe 5) assist the Vo lithe Volos unless lassisied the Verne sthister ewent {complele Voter Assisiont Certicaion sec 
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In re. Investigation of election irregularities affecting 
Congressional District 9 








_ Description: Election results tape tabulated between 13:44 


and 13:46 on November 3, 2018 at Bladen County’s sole - 
one-stop early voting location. 
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13:44:37 11/03/2018 
User Event: Close Polls 


#t¢ Status Report 42+ 
13344:36 11/03/2016 — 
Protected Count: 15575 
Hachine 1D: 0000DS0110340083 


Bladen County, NC 

Bladen County, NC General 

0018 ONE STOP LIBRARY 00186 
Election Date: November 06, 2018 
ONE STOP LIBRARY 


Ballot Types: 
all 


we 1. oo me 


6355 
Total: 6355 


+ Voting Results Report ++#+ 
13:44:41 11/03/2016 
Machine JD: 0000DS011!0340063 


Bladen County, NC 

Bladen County, NC. General 

0018 ONE STOP LIBRARY 0018 
Election Date! November 06, 2018 
Total Number Voting: 6355 


Precinct Votind Report 
ONE STOP LIBRARY 


6355 
Total Ballots 3355 
aor ieee for Code 0000)-01-01 ea 
Ballots for Code 0002-01-01 1460 
Ballots for Code 00003-01-0!1 A 
Ballots for Code 00004-01~-01 uae 
Ballots for Code 00005-01-0! 


1161.US HOUSE DIST 07 CONGRESSIONAL DIST 


CST-David H. Fallin cide 
DEH*Kyle Horton ac 
REP-David Rouzer 

Over Votes. Ee 
Under Votes ae 
Lane Ay Shae Gog eee g wae oe ee 19d 

Tota! Votes 


T 09 CONGRESSIONAL DIST 


47! 
REP-Hark Harris 1906 
DEH-Dan McCready 53 
LIB-Jeff Scott 2 
Over Votes 78 
Under Votes 


1163_US HOUSE DIS 


eee 
pace Sew eT OL eS 


7 SORIA SCA Yt PRAT NAB AIR EN VIGNE SB ene 








he 
na 


Dee Deng ieesd tone 


Bh a ia oy = 
to 80 fe DT 






LTRS 


Pape 
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ett Hee treet err tttrestnsnitete eset 


Total Votes” 


1131.NC STATE SENATE DIST 08 NC SENATE D 


L18-Anthony H, Haseolo 56 
REP-Bill Rabon | 3174 
DEH-David H. Sink, dr. 2964 
Over Votes 3 
Under Votes 138 
Total Votes 6355 


1025.NC HOUSE DIST 022 NC HOUSE DISTRICT 


REP“Hilliasw Brisson . 3290 
DEH-Nartin (Tony) Denning 2945 
Over Votes . 1 
Under Votes 119 
Total Votes ggg 5 


1201_DISTRICT ATTORNEY DIST 15 1STH PROS 


REP-Jon. David 3764 
Over Votes —(0 
Under Votes 2571 
Total Votes. ©> OC ode gy ee eee Teseeneve "8355 


O002.BOARD OF COKHISSIONERS DIST | COMHI 


DEH-Arthuy A. Bul lock 1516. 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 561 
iolst Volees CC tooee 2077 


0003.BOARD OF COHHISSIONERS DIST 2 COMHI 


REP-Charles Ray Peterson “1173 
DEH-Dawson Singletary 645 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 28 
Total Votes eueedn reco npfane Oe pe Qa tetea 1946 
0004-20ARD OF COHHISSIONERS DIST 3 COKE 
Cae 
UVEM-Russell Priest 1240 
_ REP-Hayne Edae 1156 
* Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 36 
Total Votes """" 2432 


0008.80ARD OF EDUCATION AT-LAROE 





DEK-Vince Rozier . 1240 
CEH-Cory L. Singletary 1741 
DEH-Tim Benton 826 
REP-Dennis Edwards 2392 
Over Votes (@ 
Und er Vot O82 HAM agiaer ty oy a { 30 
Total Votes 6355 


2 


iq 


REP-Jason Britt 





Searhamenanamiemedineate actin eee ee 
: a Semin nie remanent se pfilan lilt A885 yey 


ie 


0006..B0ARD OF EDUCATION AT-LARGE 


DEH-Vince Rozier 1248 
DEH-Cory L. Singletary 1741 
DEH-Tim Benton 626 
REP-Dennis Ednards 2392 
Over Votes . 18 
Under Votes 130 


Tota! Votes 6355 


000%.BOARD OF EDUCATION DIST 1 SCHOOL #1 


DEM-Gary Rhoda 1468 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 589 
Total Votes 9995 


0010..B0ARD OF EDUCATION DIST 2 SCHOOL #2 


DEH-Roger Carrol] 1278 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 568 
lokgi Votes eoeote 5846 


0011..BOARD OF EDUCATION DIST 3. SCHOOL #3 


DEH-Alan T. Hest 1655 
Over Votes | 0 
Under Votes | 7277 
Total Votes @eeeseerveaeove enn 9432 


000S.CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT 


DEH-Niki 8. Dennis 4931 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 1424 
Total Voles i 6355 
0001_CORONER 

DEK-Kenneth T, Clark 

Over: Votes 


Under Votes 
SEA PED GAN RON Tale Bae 


Total Votes 


0008.REGISTER OF DEEDS 
DEH-Beveriy T. Parks 
Ovar Votes 

Under Votes 


aCGae otra seer eorsrhawve 


Total Votes 


0012 SHERIFF 


re prc li FSiig ied AO ie = Meg INR: athe mt tne ead ares abate woah nae ce ue 


PSN il AAR te rh bret rer epg 
Tm er AT A eee tear tet tr art rer emu An 


Mt tan bo Ah thirteen tte ene et teen Sahveeti -emeeeman a 
rire 
= eerie rem: Sheena fryer reranirscun 


















‘Under Votes ag Seas tae ee (oo ee its 23..JUDICI | 
Sain wens Tl Deh ayo ASEM G Ata MASI Ny Palmas 0 ee eee Co er ee Coeerene ‘eee ee + As 14 JU CIAL MERIT COHH SSIO# 
Total Votes 6355 Total Votes ‘ 6355 a 
| rae 2456 
| 1285.DISTRICT COURT DIST 13 SEAT 2 13TH WW Gene ue 3536 
0012_SHERIFF Ud— Vl 28 | Over Votes ‘5 
¥ REP-William F. Fairley sy «(Under Votes” 358 
REP<J | et. HeVicker 3216 Auer y face , iy 3466 - Te “i Ve oonere eS 
DEH-Hakeem Brown 2919 owe 0 ota otes 6355 
Over Votes [ ee ; 2889 
idee Vetere 9 Total Votes | "6355 *} 1422. BIPARTISAN ETHICS ANO ELECTIONS 
Total Votes i 6355 “ For 2694 
= 0007_.SOIL AND WATER DIST SUPERVISOR a pee 3277 
° 3 v 
1376_SUPREHE CT ASSC JUSTICE SEAT 1 pl eee fee eee eee | Under. Votes a 
‘ Tim Gause qo reed eeeeees ON eh aidpmtaad satinee hg sida tae 
REP-Barbara Jackson oe | charles Kendell Gillespie 673 | Total Votes 8355 
REP-Christophey (Chris) Anglin . 726 Eavl Storss 3256 
DEH~Anita Earls “ Write In’ "76 i | 
Over Votes il Suey Usted ; ; OB813.BLADEN COUNTY SALES AND USE TAX 
Total Voi ee ee ee : i 4649 4 For 1970 
T ! "69 5 : J et eeeevrnsoeve Corer eetueoteevete eevee tcor : Raai st . 
otal Votes 5 Total Votes 12710 = cer Verse ue | 
_ j Under Votes 251 | 
1226, COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 1! Bi Gas eoeauwuee sian dail Sie Poe eseetien 
ot | 1420_PROTECT RIGHT TO HUNT AND FISH be Heh Votes 6355 | 
REP-Andvew T. Heath 3079 F ila 
DEH“John S. Arrowood 3047 Fat ; 3683 : 
Overy Votes 0 : " : 2399 _ WE, THE UNDERSIGNEC, DO, HEREBY CERTIFY 
Under Votes 229 nde 7 re | 3 ‘ THAT THE ABOVE RESULTS ARE A TRUE AND 
setae saa teeeetaceate ye Under Votes 270 |} ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF THE ELECTION HELD: 
Total "Votes 6355 oeneoeee ee ee rev eereorne bostoovsetes ee eee Ai NOVEMBER 6, 2018,: ‘AND THAT ALL | 
Total Votes 6355 | COUNTERS HERE ZERO (2) WHEN THE POLLS | 
1227_COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 2 TH AECORDA Ce WITH THE LARS OF a : 
7 a IN ACCORDANCE HIYH THE LAHS OF THE 
1421 STRENGTHENING VICTIMS RIGHTS STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. | 
REP-Jefferson G. Griffin 2469 of | 
DEN-Tobtas (Toby) Hampson 2980 For 3750 
REP~Sandra Alice Ray 660 Against 2376 
Over Votes 2! Qver Votes 6 
Undey Votes 225 Under Votes 223 
Total Votes. i ait 6355 Tatal Votes eetReee 6355 
i 
!22B_COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 3 1424_MAXIMUM INCOME TAX RATE OF 7.0% 
REP~Chuck Kitchen 2990 For 3510 | 
L{B-Hichae! Honaco, Sr. 97 Against 2577, ! 
DEH-Al lesra Katherine Collins a Over Votes 12 | 
Over Votes 231 Under Votes 256 
: Under Votes weet eet ee toe eetosttevete Tree Bee 
i peor esatreeeeeoet eH Foren eees coer teeenre 355 
Total Votes 6355 Tota! Votes | 
| 125.DISTRICT COURT DIST 13 SEAT 1 13TH 1425_REQUIRE PHOTO 1D TO VOTE | 
| REP-H. Fred Gore oe For soe | 
| Over Votes 2657 Against 3 
| Under Votes : Over Votes 171 
! eee sree § Se Pe eee "*" B355 Under Votes " 
es 7 WO ee bag e me ncerrveerene ee rr eos 
| Heke) a Total ‘Votes 6355 
| 1065-DISTRICT COURT DIST 13 SEAT 2 13TH | 
| ‘2 1423. JUDICIAL HERIT COMHISSION 
| REP-Hilliae F. Fairley 466 
: eae 2 2456 
4 Against 9536 a 





Sette rete ca tt ear ttarettn 
RNa NE rata thant at stn RAR HEI ratte Haft etn 
Agee at ttt te ent 


FEFEPLELTARA TELE SARE eee tees SEL ES EEE 
*£4444444+ END OF REPORT +44xet¢42% 
FFFETLALLAS EL ETARLRESS ESLESEELR EES BEE 


13:46:16 11/03/2018 
Machine ID: 0000DS0 110340083 


0018 ONE STOP. LIBRARY 0018 
Election Date: Novamber 06, 2018 





| 
A 
Is 


aad 


hee SE a cae ses 


Tenuate: 


Be 





Sk MS ae, 


13:46:17 11/03/2918 
Polls Closed 


13:46:49 11/03/2018 
User Event: Shutdown Button Selected 


13:46:52 11/03/2018 
PONER OFF 


One Stop Workers 2018 November Election as of 7/30/2018 


. gers t patie itty te » 

re ed ‘ Ss ese & 

sear Somes % i 3 - o semen aan 
Pores Pete OPE 


ber » eS f % nay 
Library-1* Shift 6:30 am to 1:00 pm : va 


fichele Maultsby-CJ Black 
“Mitchell Edwards-Judge White 


“Agnes Willis-Judge Black 
USakeeta Washington Black 
Lottie Ruffin Black 
Kristie Lennon White 
Tojie King White 
“Margaret Lennon White 


2™ Shift 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm 


rigela Pait CJ White 
-Afidrey Hehl-Judge White 


JAN ¥ 4 2516 

Dem Compute¥e BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
Unaff Ballots | 
Dem Greéter 

Dem Computer 

Dem Computer 

Unaff Computer 

Dem Ballots 

Dem Computer 


Rep Computer 
Rep Computer 


Candice Long-Judge———-White—Dem——_Computer(ii Ast W ark) 


farjorie Graham Black 
Tim Page White 
arbara McKoy Black 
Jelen Nance White 
Mildred Simmons White 


Dem  Greeter 
Rep Ballots 
Dem Ballots 
Rep Computer 
Dem Computer 





2 select top{1@) print_dt 
: FROM SEIMS STATE_201811@6.dbo.ABS CORR ac with(nolock) 

INNER JOIN SEIMS STATE_20181106.dbo.LK_VH ELECTION Ikv with{nolock) 

ON ac.county_id = Ikv.county_id and 
ac.election id = lkv.id 

WHERE Ikv.election_dt = '11/86/2618' AND 

ac.request_type_lbl = ‘OS’ ans 
_ ac.county_ id = 9 -- Bladen county 
: arder by print_dt desc 


ne ae 
w=] Results 53 Messages. 
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1 
2 2018-11-03 13:26:00.000 
3: 2018-11-03 13:25:00.0 
4 2018-11-03 13:24:00.000 
5 2018-11-03 13:24:00.000 
G 2018-11-03 13:23:00.000 
7: 2018-11-03 13:23:00.090 
8 2018-11-03 13:23:00,000 
§ 2018-11-03 13:21:00.000 
19 2018-11-03 13:20:00.006 
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sTATEOFNoRTHCAROLINA )» Exhibit 7.1.2.2 33 of 96 
—— | ) _ ARFIDAVIT OF AGNES WILLIS 
COUNTY OF BLADEN ; 


The undersigned, being first duly sworn, upon personal knowledge and belief, does say and depose as 
follows: 
t. ] am-over the.age of eighteen (18) years old, | am of sound mind and body, and | suffer no legal 


disabilities, Ifcalled as a witness, I can lestify completely lo the matters set forth herein. 


2. ] am a resident of Bladen Courity, North Carolina, and |-am a registered voter of said county and 
state. 
3. My contact information is as follows: 


Address: 261 White Plains Church Road: 
Clarkton, NC 28433 


Telephone: 910-316 8404 


Email: 
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Further affiant saith naught. Exh ibit AL 2 de 


This the 29" day of November, 2018. 


34 of 96 


cp Agnes Willis 
-Printéed Naine 





_____ Matthew J. Dixon 
Witness to Signature Printed Name 
sah whiz vy 
3 SO ‘ ve 
ig 90 QALY ps 
Le Pug =F 
og ahs a 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA “Pen cous 
inner 
COUNTY OF BLADEN | 








: 
‘appeared before me this-day and 
therein described. 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


My Commission expires:: O23 fe | a ot eee" S. 


~ttse. 
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Absentee Application and Certificate 
F rauchitenity or ‘Failsely completing this fon is a Class | fetony winder Chapter. 163 of the N.C, General Statutes 
owing people are PRONIBITED from signing the Witnesses’ Certification: 


‘The follow 
For or var wit .a eatiieas Oy toeus tS of s bOeatE mitele cin, nora home, or adult care home: (1) an owner, man oF rigeeon th of employe? ‘of th 
For voters wie are Ss or ¥ ents a $s 1 ra Cc oO 3 » °: 

au : g Individual vito holds o REALE congressional ‘or precinct . al 


eee ew ee eee oes ww © eee ti ee 






| : individual State, or lo wee d 
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oter's Certification (Require i, Witnesses! Certification 
JOSEPH ANTONER BARR far ccahen ae on (Gs @ bala ne sae wei ist 
236 WHITE PLAINS GHURCH RD aren ae an see oy of ir the po ea party | ated on Ba 4): : : , 
CLARKTON, NC 28433 ‘bb vole ni fis etoclon re nea Sas voles young Ko £ cortiy that; ; ass tone 10 eee ald sl mgt witiessing tw ballot ds 
‘eeu te yours, i te PRA Tat Y indicated Es ry presen coo cause to ernie ee ng. Wa hisiner aswucton = 
DEM - BLADEN COUNTY. fabal +i he pany Woicated i valing 3-nonp oe jad this Absentee Applicalk and Garten of ce of causedit fo be ne Tia 















i further cestily thal | marked the enfosod ballot for. i was marked for 
me.according to my Instructtons) in : 


(Zi we! Iwo {2) witnesses win are ol. least "(9 vows of sos and who arp not 
allfiad by bays t& wilness tho casting df absorica baliol (the 
Setaies whe eanenoes the Option t af Witossos" * Ceriificalior} 
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= Ballot: G02 


JOSEPH ANTONER BARR 
PCTIVTO:P75/P75 Muni: 
1170672018 . GENERAL { 


‘Board Approve! Ovie ——.. .——___.._— 
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NCSB8E v2018.02 


06:32:13 10/17/2018 
ELECTION DEFINITION LOADED unit: 1!0934U083 


tt Initia! State Report ++ 
06:32:14 10/17/2018 


Target Operating System Vorsion. 
1.6.0.0 
DS209 Firmware Versicn: 
l.:690..0 
Power Hanagement Fivmuare Version? 
Y. 204.0 
Scanney Firmware Version: 
2.22. 0.0 
Hodew Status: Not Betected 
Protected Count: 9220 
HNachine iD: "060DS0!12240683 
Bladen County, NC 
Bladen County, NC Genera! 
0018 ONE STOP LIBRARY 091s 
Election Date: November 06, 2018 
Maximun Number of Types: | 
Number of Precincts: 1 
Humber of Ballot Face Styles: 5 
Rudit Log Entries: 66/21092 


System Configuration: 

Election Results Printing: Enahnted 
Election Results Trensferred: Nd 
Diverter Installed: ‘YES 

Unreadable Marks Setting: ReJect 
Report Type: SUMMARY 

Ability to Reopen Polls: YES 

Report Format: Precinct By Precinct 
Report By Rotation: NO 


Election Configuration: 

Battots by Style: YES 

Overvoted Ballots: Query 

Blank Ballots: Accert 
Cross-over Ballots: Query 
Sinale Over-Vote: NO 

Divert Blanks to Nritetn Bin: NO 
Divert Overveted Writein: NC 
Response Type: OVAL 

Use Separate Non Party Type: NO 
Support Type: Election Day 
Language: E 

Save Ballot Images: A 

Suppress Race Title: N 


Ballot Information: 


Inches: 14 
Rows: 36 
Col umns: 3 


Ballot Sides Defined: 2 





#44 Status Report +44 
06:33:09 10/17/2018 
Protected Count: 9220 
Machine ID: 0000D80310342t83 


Bladen County, NC 

Bladen County. NC General 

0018 ONE STOP LIBRARY 00:8 
Election Date: November 06, 2618 
ONE STOP LIBRARY 


Ballot Types: 
all 

0 

Total: @ 


tt4 Zero Totals Report *&%* 
06:33:12 10/17/2018 
Machine ID: 0600DS0119342083 


Bladen County, NC 

Bladen County, NC General 

0018 ONE STOP LIBRARY 00:18 
Election Date: November 56, 2012 
Total Number Voting: 0 


Precinct Voting Report 
ONE STOP LIBRARY 


Total Ballots 

Ballots for Code (0001-01-93! 
Ballots for Code 00902-9!-0! 
Raljots for Code 00003-01-01 
Ballots for Code 00004-01-0! 
Ballots for Code 00005-0!-01 


SsOOoKN eo 


1181_US HOUSE DIST 07 CONGRESSIONAL DIST 


CST-David W. Fallin 0 
DEH-Ky le Horton 0 
REP-David Rouzer 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


tres © 8 # owe we wee ee ee eek ee ee ee he a 


Total Votes 0 


1183.US HOUSE DIST 09 CONGRESSIONAL DIST 


REP-Mark Havris 0 
DEM--Dan McCready 0 
LIB-Jeff Scott 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


bee be ee be ree Pe ee eee eee ee ee ee a ee se 


Total Votes 0 


}131_N6 STATE SENATE DIST 08 NC SENATE D 


LIB-RAnthony H. Mascelo 0 
REP-Bi 1}! Rabon 0 
DEH-David WH. Sink, Jr. 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


ene te Ge ee 2 PP Se Pe Pe ee lee Fee Pe ee Pe ee 


Total Votes 0 


!025_NC HOUSE DIST 922 NC HOUSE DISTRICT 


REP-William Brisson 0 
DEM-Martin CTeny) Denning 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


Total Votes f 


120! _DISTRICY ATTORNEY DIST i5 15TH PRCS 


REP-Jon David 0 
Over Votes 0) 
Under Votes 0 


ee ee ee 


jotal Votes 0 


G902_BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DIST | COMM! 


DEM-Arthur A. Bullock 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 
Sue SE Duke ciel ee Amana aay ease carat ta aie, <carae : 


0003.BUARD OF COHMISSIONERS DIST 2 CONH! 


REP-Charles Ray Peterson 0 
DEM-Dawson Sinéletary 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


Tota! Votes ed 7 0 


OV04_BORARD OF COMMISSIONERS S'IST 3 COMI: 


DEM-Russel! Priest 0 
REP-Wayne Edse 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


bbe ee ee ae one ee et ee ee ee 


Teta Wolles 0 
0O36_BOARD OF EGUCATION RAIT-LARGE 


DEW-Vinee Rozier 0 
DEN-Cory L. Singletary 0 
DEN-Tin Benton 0 
REP-Dennis Edwards 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


Pes fee ew ee ee de eee ee ee 


Total Votes 0 


JOO9_BUARD OF EDUCATION DIST } SCHOOL #1 


DEN-Gary Rheda 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 
iw iieenmtenert «ee ah e882 ee ee eiw & Q 


0010_BOARD OF EDUCATION DIST 2 SCHOOL #2 


DEM-Roger Carrol) 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 
Total Votes ————_ 0 


OCLI_BOARD OF EDUCSTION DIST 3S SCHOOL #3 


DEM-Alan T. West 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


eeoeeeo ever te bo ee he eee be wm we we wee ew eh wm eee ewe wet 


OVOS_CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT 
DEH-Niki S. Dennis 


6 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


0001 CORONER 


DEt-Kenneth T. Clark 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 
“22 °  —o “| 0 


CUOS_REGISTER UF DEEDS 


DEH-Bever ty T. Parks 0 
REP-Jason Britt 0 
Over Votes 0) 
Under Votes 0 


ced be a wb eee he ee ae ee ee eee ea 


Total Votes 0 


0012_SHERIFF 


REP-Jim McVicker 0 
DEti-Hakeem Brown 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


eohesntweae eevee seen er* nate ene ep en © 8 ss 8 © 8 ® oe ee ee 


Total Votes 0 


1376_SUPREME CT ASSO JUSTICE SEAT 1 


REP-Barbara Jackson Q 
REP-Christopher CShris) Anélin 0 
DEM-Anita Earls 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


Cisap SCE a) ect 8 OumeIe aMetre es; 18 amie) 0 Vellatia: cilian 6. oO mM mlaiies enbeuleu « wlssineiuenie: (5 


Tota! Votes 0 


1226_COURT UF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT } 


REP-Andrew T. Heath 0 
DEM-John S. Arrowood 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


See Pe em ee re re ee ee eee ee EP ee ee ee a eh FF 


Total Votes 0 


1227_COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 2 


REP-Jefferson G. Griffin 0 
DEH- Tobias CTopy) Hampson 0 
REP-Sandra Rlice Ray 0 
Over Votes 0 
Undey Votes 0 


Total Votes Q 


(228_COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE SEAT 3 


REP-Chuck Kitchen 0 
LIB-Hichael Monace, Sr. D 
DEN-Allegra Katherine Collins 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


eo ne er ee ee ene ee ese we eee te ee el tl tl wl hl hh eel tl hl 


Tota! Votes 0 


126S_DISTRICT COURT DIST 13 SEAT 1 13TH 


1265_DISTRICi COURT DIST 13 SEAT 1 ISTH 


REP-W. Fred Gore 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


eb 2 Pee ee ee ee ee em ee eB ee ee ee 


1265_DISTRICT COURT DIS! 13 SEAT 2 37H 


REP-Hilfiam F. Fair)ey 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


Ce A ei i | 


Total Votes G 


0007_SOJL AND WATER DIST SUPERVISGR 
Number to Vote For: 2 


Tim Gause 0 
Charles ttendel} Gillespie 0 
Ear] Storms 0 
Write In 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0) 


CO er ee ee ee | 


Total Votes 0 


1420_PRETECT RIGHT TO HUNT AND FISH 


For 0 
Asainst 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


fetal, Vakeg | 3 0 


1421_ STRENGTHENING VICTIMS RIGHTS 


For 0 
Raainst 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


22 8 ee ee ee ee ek ee eee ee a 


Total Votes 0 


1424 MAXIMUM INCOME TAX RATE OF 7.94 


For 0 
Against 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


8 Re ee ee ee Rp we em eee ee 


Total Votes 0 


1425_REGUIRE PHOTO 1D TO VOTE 


For 0 
Rgainst 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 


Total Votes | “0 


1423_JUBICTAL MERIT COtHiSSiONn 


For 0 
Against 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 
Total Viltes: ¢ 


1422 BIPARTISAN ETHICS AND ELECTIONS 


1422_BIPARTISAN ETHICS AND ELECT LONS 


For 0 
Against 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 
se - cat AAR Reh hos d dae otbdSbieeea : 


CO13_BLADEN COUNTY SALES AND USE IAx 


For 0 
Against 0 
Over Votes 0 
Under Votes 0 
esti gues ch’ Giie'die oak Oeaalea ee a¥asaNs ; 


WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, OO HEREBY CERTIFY 
THAT THE A8O0VE REPCRT 1S TRUE AND 
RCCURATE. AND THAT ALL COUNTERS WERE 
ZERO (0) WHEN THE POLLS OPENED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LARS OF THE STATE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA. 





ee ee ee ee ee ee 


66:34:45 10/17/2018 
Hachine ID: 00900501 !0345¢83 


0018 ONE STOP LIBRARY 96:8 
Election Date: Ncveeter 06, 2912 
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HARRIS 2402 of 3049 


From: Andy Yates {andy@reddomegroup.com] 

Sent: 9/5/2018 5:30:50 PM 

To: Mark Harris (mark.everette.harris@gmail.com] 
Subject: FY] - Invoices 


Attachments: Red Dome Group Invoice # Harris020 - 9.4 2018.pdf; Untitled attachment 94538. html; Red.Dome Group Invoice # 
HarrisO21-9 4 2018.pdf; Untitled attachment 94541.htmi 


Mark, 

Attached is my invoice for August and my invoice for rack cards and yard signs. 
On the monthly tnvoice: 

Consulting Fee is me (Réd Dome) 

Grassroots and Fundraising.is: 

$3,000 for Kelly 

$2,500 for Conrad 

$2,000 for Jake 

$1750 for Logan 

$4500 for Campaign Managements Jake 

Grassroots Bladen, Cumberland and Robeson is McCrae 


Grassroots Door to Door is Conrad’s. folks 


Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks! 





K, 
at, 
SES 





Soe aeaanennnrerver thine] 
pI ENE ena ae, 

Br ibt2bitbia 
Red Dome Group 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
‘Wwww.reddomegroup.com 
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HARRIS 2403 of 3049 


INVOICE 


Invoice #: Harris020 
Invoice Date: 9/4/2018. 


Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain: 


kellyfain@gmail.com 


ae ioe ave: 


1 Amount t 


$4,000.00 


$9,250.00 


$4,500.00 
$5,027.00 


$1,735.00 


Fed 4.00 $4,000.00 
Contract Labor Grassroots:& Fundraising 1.00 $8 250.00 
Contratt Labor Campaign Management 1.00 $4,500.00 
Grassroots Bladen,.Robeson Cumberland: August 7.00 $5;027.00 
Grassroots: Contract Door to Door 8/16 to 8/30 4.00 $1,735.00 
Comments 


To. Pay’ Online Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay Invoice Now” Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make Ail Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome. Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC.28031 


if youtiave any questions concerning this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 

(704} 467-0795 

andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued business! 


Subtotal: $24,512.00 
Total ‘Due: — $24,612:00° 
“Due Dales. 9142018 





HARRIS 2138 of 2293 


From: Andy Yates fandy@reddomegroup.com] 

Sent: 5/22/2018 6:53:09 AM 

To: Mark E: Harris {mark. everette. harris@gmail.com); Jason Williams [rjasonwilliamsOl@gmail.com] 
Subject: How Do We:Win? 


I spoke.to Andrew late yesterday and he noted that the question you are going to be asked over and over ‘again 
today and tomorrow is How Do We Win? I drafted'the short talking points below that I believe answer this 
question, 


Total. Number of Registered. Voters: 465,504 (Does: not include inactive voters) 
Projected Turnout:.45% 

Raw Turnout: 209,476 

Votes needed to get 52%: 108,928 


How-Do We Win? 


*Continue building Mark’s positive name. ID in:the district, show Mark’s.depth of knowledge and | 
understanding onthe. key-1ssues, and showi Mark as the candidate most.inline with the views of the district 
across the board 


*Detine Dan McCready for the voters by destroying his image as.a moderate and:painting him as your typical 
liberal politician-whose views don’t match the voters of the Oth District. 


*Scare voters about thé prospect of Nancy Pelosi returning as Speaker of the House, taking Congress on aa 
sharp left-turn, undoing tax reform, attempting to dismantle everything Trump has accomplished, and blocking 
anything President Trump seeks to do. 


“Target Soctally Conservative / Evangelical Voters in Eastern End of the.8th: District through microtargeted 
mail and digital as well as grassrcots,. (These aré also areas, especially Bladen, Robeson, and Cumberland, 
where Trump enjoys high approval among unaffiliated voters and white Democrats) 


2012 Marriage Amendment Yes% in Eastern Portion of the-District. 
Robeson: 86% (largest yes” in the state) 

Bladen: 83% 

Richmond: 77% 

Scotland: 73% 

Cumberland: 70% 

Anson: 70% 


*FExpand Turnoutin Union County through volunteer.and paid.grassroots. efforts as well as micro:targeted mail 
and.digital: Very similar to the very successful prograin we ran in the primary but with an expanded: audience. 


*Expand Tumout tn Bladen County through paid grassroots efforts including strong absentee by mail program 
very similar to the very successful:program we ran in the primary but with an.expanded audience. (We will also 
be expanding this program more into Robeson'and Cumberland Counties and working in partnership with local 
candidates such .as State Rep: Brenden Jones: and Sheriff Jim Mc Vicker). 


*Farget Trump Voters who came out in 2016.but don’t normally vote in midtenns with grassroots GOTV 
efforts as well -as microtargeted mail.and digital aimed at pushing turnout 


*Qutreach to the business community in South Charlotte 
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Red Dowe Group . Ne. 1359 
15511 Britley Ridge Dr. 3 

a 28078 ° Date 8/10/2017 

Pay To The | . 

Order Of-—_MeCree Dowiess ne $ 400.00 
PourHundm OO a ore, - __ Doitars ‘ 
PNCBANK 
PNC Bank, N.A. 040 3 





For: Contractor» GOTV 
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t oe = WARNING! THIS DOCUMENT HAS SECURITY PEATUNAS IN THE PAPER ae TEX. re S ; 2 
Red Dome Group No, 1360 
[5511 Britley Ridge Dr. : 
Huntersville, NC 28078 Aah Ss. " 
" -104«F27-8092 . ; 3 Date 8/18/2017 


Pay To The | 7 
| Order Of ...MeCrae Dowless __ $ **500.00 


Five Hundred and 00/100 | 7 __s«éollars 


PNC BANK 
PNC Bank, N.A. 040 














[7D Security ares eet 


For: GOTV - Robeson Reimbursement. 
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BRE COLEMAN-MITCHELL 


DO NOT MAIL 
PLACE IN SUBPOENA MAIL BIN 


WARNINGS THIS: DOQULEHT HAS SECURITY FEATURES it THE PAPER. | ~ " 4 . 2 ¢ : 3 
Red Dome Group Buy CUNTe 4 |] Zo No, 1362 
[551] Beitley Ridge Dr, roe PLE soso 
.  WHuntersville, NC. 28078 
SO TSS Dale BT 


Fay To The | oo She 
Orter Of. LéeslicMcCreDowlssJn og: #4 092.00 


One Thousand T welve and 00/100 | ween Dollars 
PNCBANK LA eres veuner| 5 


PNC Bank, N.A. 040 ds 
ghaes 









For; GOTV-BCR Reimbursement 
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WARHING: THIS DOCUMENT HAS SEGUMITY FEATONES IN THE PAPER 


Red Dome Group 
1551 Bnitley Ridge Dr. 
Huntersville, NC 28078 
704-727-8092 


Pay To The |... | 
Orter OF _Leslio McCrae Dowless, Jr 


One Thousand Two Hundred. and 00/100 
PNCBANK “..- .. a . oo 
PNC Bath, NAC 090. 0c. occcc nen were wo amuse ve cscs denmarcuvees 





For: GOT V Corsultin 
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BRE COLEMAN-MITCHELL 
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No, 1365 


Date 9/5/2017 


$ **],200.00 
— -Boltars. 
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WARMNDIG: THIS COCUPRIENT HAS SECURITY FEATUNLS (8t YHE PAPZN be “ | (3 a & 
Red Dame Group No. [366 
15511 Britley Ridge Dr. 
Huntersville, NC 28078 
704-727-8092 

Pay ToThe |. | 
Order of __Uslic McCrao Dowless, Jr, ae __, § "726,00 
Severt Hundced Twenty and 60/100 Dollars 
PNCBANK 

BN CIR pea See eee Boe in, ens ued tebe ana e ake, eda cneeinuetadteeares 


Date 9/5/2017 
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For: :-GOTV Reimbursement Rohesoa 
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Red Dome Group “No, 1373 
L551 Bridley Ridge Dr. 4 a” 
Huntersville, NC 28078 3 

1)dF 27-8092 | Date 9/14/2017 
Pay 'To The : 

Order Th sie Howes Bees iene oe bas -$ 1,000.00 
‘One Thousand and, 90/100 Se eta . Doltary 
PNCBANK | 

PNC Bank, NLA. 040 | 


For: Cumberland & Robeson 9/4 -19/6 
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Red Dome Group No. 1375 
15514] Britley Ridge Dr. 
Huntersville, NC- 28078 








JO4~727-8092 | Date 9/21/2017 

Pay To The | tae 

Onder Or__Leslie McCrae Dowless, ye % 4890.00 
AxMundred. snd QO/LO Sg. Dollars 3 
PNCSANK $ 


PNC Bank, NA. 040 








Ror: Cumberland & Robeson 9/16-9/25 
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Soros 8" OW AAENGH THIS DOCUMENT HAS SECUNITY FEATUNTS IN THE PAPER . / 
Red Bome Group res eae ee iw at fF Mw AR et tare ll lr the “Be ao lle We RM WO WHE 6 OE MO OE No. 1381 re 
13511 Briley Ridge Dr, . = 

- Huntersville, NG 28078 | | 
904-727-8092 _ Date 10/5/2017 
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Pay To The ea : . as 
Order OF —Lesite McCrac Dowless, Jr. | a 8,200.00 
| One Thousind Two Hundred and 00/Hi0 | bate has Pollars 
PNCBANK : = 2 z= ' ce EA , 
_PNC Bank, N.A. 040 a | : 
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Red Dome Groap 3 No. 1386 
ISS Briley Ridge Dr. e . 2 
Huntersville, NC 28078 3 oe | | 
704-727-8092 oe Date 10/26/2017 
Pay 'To The . es ne 
Order of Leslie McCrae Dowless Jn $ **600.60 
Six Hundred and 00/160 | ie _ Dollars 


PNCBANK’ © | - | a 
» PNC Dank, NA. O40 | Soe | 





3D chan, bare 


3 
7 
a 
eo 
t 
foe 





For: Cumberland, Bladen and Robeson 
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vr "WUSRMING! THEE DOCUMENT HAS BEOUAITY FEATURES IH THE PAPER BDC. LoCo 10 
Red Dome Group Na. 1398 
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Red Dome Group” 
PO Bon. 1232 
Comelius, NC 2803} 
(704) 727-8092 





Date 11/07/2018 
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. RED DOME 9213 of 15153 
se 


ULL 
azbiVGdpaii ss 


Red Dome Group 


Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: Grassroots 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: 4/26/2018 
www.reddomegroup,com Revised Invoice Date: 4/26/2018 


Mark Harris for Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 


kellytain@ gmail.com 








Sa ee 
a Ss es 
" Medlock Mailer Design, Codewting 
Direct Mail Production, Mail Prep & Postage $2,713.18 $2,713.18 
. . Districtwide. Positive Trump Design, yi at 
Direct Mail Copywniting,:Pcoduction & Mail Prep © Fa ODN ia 
Eastern Counties Pittenger Santuary i 
Direct Mail Cities & Amnesty. Design, Copywriting, 1.00 $4,497.54 $4,497.54 
Production, Mail Prep & Postage. 
Digital , . 
advertisirig 1.00. $3;000.00 $3,000.05 
vontract Grassroots 1.00 $73,895.00 $7,895.00 
Subtotal: $24,825.72 
Totai Due: $24,825.72 
Due Date: 4/26/2018 
aes POE ities = sa ies 
iS Pes oh =04 Man Cas ace 
Comments | 


To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay Invoice Now" Above 
To Pay. By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornetius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 
(704) 457-0795 





RedDome00009 160 


RED DOME 66 of 15153 





fe LAWS eo | 
a ae INVOICE PAID 
Fudd ERED 
MeKMEEELAE SE 
Red Dome Group. 
Phone:.(704) 727-8092. Invoice #: Harris001 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: 8/1/2017 
www reddomegroup.com Revised invoice Date: 9/5/2017 


Mark Harris for Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 


Kellytain@gmail.com 


sl ea ee 3 IE Saad Sache eh Eras vegies oe eT OO Stel eae Ue Eo ean ee 
SP Ere Cine ed Eon aw he Cg ane Pac cet ps Sea oie Re Wea oe BNE ; sept es 
a gh ee GERM as Fe Seay eR ER a Od anc ACR yd es SB ey cca pel hatia Monee RS OMS Moy Sonne 


Website: 
Design & 15.87 hours @ $60 per hour 4.00 $952.50 $952.50 
Set-Up 

Wix Website: Hasting forOne Year, bas . 
tibating . ie ie 4:00 $120.00 $120.00 
T-Shids 100.00 $652 $652.00 
RackCafds Oesign-& Production 1000:00 $0.37 $370.00 
Rack Cards Production 250.00 $042 $105.00 
Lapel Stickers ae 250.00 S013 $32.50. 
tal 2,000 8.5"x11" lettechead, 2,000 #10, 

Non-Window White Envelopes; 1,000 5* 

% 7" Thank You Cards, 1.000A-7 White 128 $0.00 $0.00 
Envelopes,.2,000 ‘Remittance Envelopes 

Contract Labor Grassroots - July 1.00 $4,900.00 $4,900.00 
Contract: Labor Fundraising - July 1:00 $5,545.00 $5,545-00 


Ss 





Ngee Paes 


Printing 


‘Subtotal: $12,677.00 
‘TotalDue: . $12,677.00 
| ° DueDater «8/4/2017 
! Payments Made:. $4 2677.00 
. Batance Due: $0.00. 
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Comments 
To Pay. Online Via Credit Card. Please:Click On. "Pay Invoice Now" Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make. Ali Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 


RedDome00000004 
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Red Dome Group 
Phone; {704} 727-6092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
www.reddomegroup.com 


ee ae oe 
Digital | 


Contract Labor Fundraising 
Contract Labor .Grassroats: 
Consulfing 


Fee July, August and Séptember 


Comments. 


RED DOME 70 of 15153 


INVOICE PAID 


invoice #: Harris003 
invoice Date: 10/41/2017 
Revised Invoice Date: 40/27/2017 


Mark Harris for Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain: 


kellytain@gmail.com 





ae 

$2,000.00 
$4,015.00 
$5,900.00 
$4,000.00 

Subtotal: $24,935.00 

Total Due: $24,935.60, 

Due Date: 40/41/2017 

Payments Made: -$24935.00 

Balance Due: $0.00 





To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On “Pay invoice Now” Above: 


To Pay By Check Please Make. Ail Checks. Payable to Red Dome Group 


Piease Mail Payment To: 
Red.Dome Group: 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC. 28037 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please-contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 
andy@reddomegroup com 


RedDomed0000008 
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Red Dome Group 


RED DOME 6614 of 15153 


INVOICE PAID 


Phone: (704) 727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
‘www.feddomegroup.com 


*Digita al a 
Advertising 
Contraa 
Labor 
Contract 
Labor 
Consulting 
Fee 
Contract 
Labor 
Printing 


Comments 





ot ere YoY Sat 


Oise Sitatee asi Ae aT anys 3 aes 
sRack Cards. Product on BS See 
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Fundraising 
Grassroots 
October 


Campaign Management 
Remittance Envelopes 


ees an #1 Fe ee 
ah “ant 
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Invoice #: Haris004 
Invoice Date: 14/3/2017 


Mark Harris for Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 


‘Kellytain@qmail.com 


Set ea! 4 












40000) 0G SG ee see 
x ame oe Sota Lie ee ee ean eee Re 
4,00 $2;000.00 $2:000.60 
1.00 $6,468.00 ‘$6,468.00 
1.00 $5,900.00 $5,900.00 
1.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00 
1.00 $4,500.00 $4,500.06 
3000:00 $0.23. $690.00 
Subtotal: $25,158.00 

Total Due: $25,158.00 

Due Date: 11/3/2017 

Payments Made: $251 56.00 

Balance Due: $0.06 


To. Pay Online Via.Gredit Card Please Click On "Pay. invoice Now” Above- 


To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red-Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Gioup 


PO. Box 1232 


Comelius, NC 28037 


RedDome000065611 


RED DOME 77 of 15153 
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peg INVOICE PAID 


ga ylentyy 
Tithe 
Red Bome Group | - 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 invoice #: Harris005 


andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: 12/4/2017 
www.reddomegroup.com Revised invoice Date: 1/4/2018 


Mark Harris for Congress 
Aitention: Kelly Tain 
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Consuiting November 100 $4,000.06 $4,000.00. 
Contract Labor Fundraising - November 1.00 $4,195.00 $4,195.00 
Contract Labor -Carnpaign Management - November 1.00 $4,000.00 ‘$4,000.00 
Contract Labor Grassroats - November 1:00 $4,950.00" $4,950.00 


Advertising 1.00 $2,000.00. $2,000.00. 


‘Subtotal: $19,145.00. 
TofalDue: $19,145.00 

Due Date: 421412017 - 
Payments Made: - -$19145.00 
Balance Due: $0.00 





Comments 
To Pay Online. Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay invoice Now" Above 
To. Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome Group 

PO Box7232 

Cornelius, NC 28031 

if you have. any questions. concerning this invoice please contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 


andy@reddomegroup.com 


RedDome00000015 
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aeRt22 E320 a2 
Red Dome Group 
Phone: {704) 727-8092 
andy @reddomegroup.com, 
www.reddomegroup.com 








RES ae eles hope ere 
Be ace aR ene PRU, 
Er ifts y Ente ee strate) 
Sent ti Cerise 
Psp pees: é 


Consulting 
Fee Red Dome Group 
Contract eo ee 
Eanee Fundraising - December 
Contract. sess ai 
raser Grassroots 
Design. Printing, Mail Prep and Postage 
ri : 
on for 14,237 Christmas cards plus 175: 
additional cards 
Bumper Noe: Due to sale we. were able to 
Stickers purchase 500 for price of 400: 
Magnetic 
Bumper 
Stickers 
Contract’ i occu. 
alee Campaign Management 
Comments 


RED DOME 9147 of 15153 


1.00 


$3,360.00 


$6,850.00 
$3,581.52 
$0:96. 
$1.92 


$4,500.00 


To Pay Online Via Gredit Card Please Click On "Pay Invoice Now" Above 


To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to ed Dome Groi 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 
PO Box 1232 


ae se Se aus 2% : 
IN YRS | 


Invoice #: Haris006. 
Invoice Date: 1/4/2018 
Revised invaice Date: 1/4/2018 


Mark Harris for Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain. 


keliytain@gmail.com 


$3,360.00 


$6,850.00 

$8,551.52 

$384.00. 

$192.00 

$4,500.00 

Subtotal: 


Total Due: 
Due Date: 


$27,837.52 


$27,837.52. 
1/4/2018 


SSmappeptomre ae mewrasr ae 
ar sea eee 
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RedDome00009094 


RED DOME 87 of 15153 

ALR IT 
Red Dome Group : | 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: Haris007 


andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: 2/5/2018 
www feddomegroup com 


INVOICE PAID 


Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 


kellytain@gmail.com 
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eae 2 ene atts 
‘Consulting 
a 1.00 $4,000.00 
Contract Labor Campaign Management 4.00 $4,500.00 
Contract Labor Fundraising —- Jenuary 1 00. $1,607.00 
Contract Labor Grassroots: 4.00 $8,283.37 
Advertising — | Eee 
Yard Signs Signs & Stakes (5,000) 1.00 $5,984.62 


Subtotal: $26,374.99 

Total Due;. $26,374.99 
DueDate: 2/5/2018 
Payments Made: . -$26374.99 
Balance Due: ‘$0.00. 





Comments 
To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay Invoice.Now“ Above. 
To Pay By Check Please Make Ail Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Domo Group 

PO Box’ 1232 

Cornelius, NC 28037 


Ifyou have any questions. concerning this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates: 

(704) 467-0795 

andy@reddomegroup.com 
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a 
ANS TN INVOICE 
—_—e oe 
Pus shegeyay DRAFT 
Ee, 
I race, 
S24 28209 03 
Red Dome Group } | 
Phone: {704} 727-8092 Invoice #: Hartis0038 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: 2/26/2018 
Wwww.reddomegroup.com 
Mark: Harris.for 
Congress. 
Attention: Kelly Tain 
kellytain@gmail.com 











cures 
eS 
Sy Diets sR Sata 3 Ea 
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ack tae Production os 000 ok a 


1 
Door Hangers Production - 5,000 hangers 1.00: $2,258.99 $2;258.99 
Yard Signs 25 4'x4' Signs. 1.00. $1,200.00 $1,200.00 
Yard Sign’ fc 6 eh a8 
Shippi Freight Charge 1.00 $1,028.90. $1,028.90 
Gontract ; _ 
Labor Grassroots 1.00. $9,875.00 $9,875 00 
Contract . 
i; ii Campaign Management 1 00. $4,500.00 $4,500.00 
Contract se , ' 
Pahor Fundraising 1.06 $2,519 00 $2,519.00 
a Itin | : , 
sig S February 1.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00 


Subtotal: $26,680.88 
Total Due: $26,680.88 
Due Date: 2/26/2018. 


es OE Unt eat ey ee 
Ne ire Seay Raat ane eet 

Comments 

To Pay Online Via.Credit Card Please Click’'On "Pay. Invoice Now" Above 

To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks-Payabie to Red Dome Group 

Please Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome.Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions conceraing this invoice please contact 


RedDome00001078 
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Red Dome Group 


Phone: (704} 727-8092 Invoice #: HarrisO09 
andy@retidomegroup.com: Invoice Date: 3/27/2018 
www. reddomegroup.com | Revised Invaice Date: 3/27/2018 


Mark Harris for Congress 












Attention: Kelly Tain 
kellytain@gmail.com. 
eG aS een oe sree eels eS ence eo AON ae oY ate, ee i" 3 
Spe Sean Raia cites rR Re ee Eee ne s es sepa gae 
— Grassroots - Door to Door and Signs 1.00 sce 
Contract M8 as 
: Grassroots - Absentee 1.00 $3,500.00. $3,500.00 
Subtotal: $14,495.00 
Total Due: $14,495.00 
Due. Date: 3/27/2018. 
SER Ree iets aoe eats 
ee ey 
Comments 


To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please. Click On “Pay Invoice Now" Above 
To’Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable. to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome. Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC 28031 

if you have any.questions conceming this invoice please contact. 
Andy Yates 7 

(704} 467-0795 

andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you tor your continued business! 


RedDome00001083 
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Red Dome Group 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 


andy@reddomegroup.com 


www.reddomegroup.com 
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Contract 
Labor. 
Post It Notes 


Printing Gontrast Handout 


Comments 


Fundraising 


Campaign Management 







1.00 


1.00 
1.00 


RED DOME 1160 of 15153 


Invoice #: HarrisO10 


Invoice Date: 4/2/2018 


Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 


HY erty Behera reas ea eae 
Siz" Aes Saks = He Vee se : 
$14,425.00 
$4,068.00 
$4,000.00 
$910.84 
$499.99 


To Pay Ontine Via Credit Card Please Click Gn "Pay Invoice Now" Above 


To Pay 8y Check Please Make Ail Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467 0795 
andy @reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued business! 





Subtotal: $20,903.83 
Total Due: $20,903.83 
Due Date: 4/2/2078 
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RED DOME 105 of 15153 
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wshsEtiti se 
Red Dome Group i ae 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: HarrisO11 
andy@reddomegroup:com Invoice Date: 4/17/2018- 
www.teddomegroup .com: 


> 
SS 
sx INVOICE PAID 





Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Atiention: Keily Tain 


kellytain@gmail.com 
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Redd Sy . n y 
ponies dea ed euite ae beetle Pluah mae eae abit cenit ag Vive} 
500 Likely Voter Poll 4.00 $3,000.00: $3,000.00 
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Mailer 4 Eastern Counties, Design, 

Direct Mail © “Copywriting, Production, Mail Prep& 4.00 $4,497.54. $4,497.54 
‘Postage 
Direct Mailer 2 Districtwide, Design, 

Direct Mal Copywriting, Production, MailPrep& 00 $6,720.00 $6,720.00 
Posiage 

‘Contract Labor Grassroots 1.00: $5,000.00 $5,000.00 


Subtotal; $19,241 7.54 

Total Due: $19,247.54 

_ DueDater —- 4/17/2018 
Payments Made:  -$19217.54 
Balance Due: 7 $0.00 


ay Pg Taos 
Wake FINWOIO a. wae 





‘Comments 

To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On “Pay Invoice Now" Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make Ail Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 
Please Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome Group 

PO Box 1232 

Comelius, NG 28037 

if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contect 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795: 


RedDomeG0000043 
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RED DOME 115 of 15153 
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Red Dome Group i 
Plione: (704):727-8092 invoine #: Heartle012 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date:. 5/1/2018 
www.reddomegroup.com 
Mark Harris for 
Congress. 
Attention: Kelly Tain 
kellytain@gmail.com 
ER EPIRA OS NS RRR Taree ERNE EPR Re Re ee Cae. 
TELS epee nee A ee eNO Ae oe 
Final Districtwide Contrast Design, 
Direct Mail. © Copywriting, Production, Mail Prep & 4.00 $6,720.00 $6,720.00. 
Postage 
‘Contract Labor Campaign Management 1.00 $4,500.00 $4,500.00 
‘ContractLabor Grassroots 1.00 $3,750.00 $3.750.00 
Contract Labor Fundraising 1.00 $3,263.00 $3,263.00 
“Subtotal: =» $18,233.00 
TotalDue: $48,233.00 
Due Date: - 5/1/2048 
Payments Made: -$18233.00 
Balance Due: $0.00 





Comments 

To Pay Online: Via Credit Gard Please Click On “Pay fnvoice. Now" Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 
Please Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome Group 

PO.Bex 1232 

Cornelius, NC 28031 

if you Rave any questions concerning this invoice please contact 

Andy Yates. 

(704) 467-0795 

andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued. business! 


RedDome00000053 
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Red Dome Group. li atl 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 ssieasesh siaiaaaaaiin 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: .5/3/2018 
www.reddomegroup.com 
Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 
kellytain@gmait.com 
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Contract Labor Grassroots 1.00 $3,665.00 $3,665.00 


Subtotal: $3,665.00 

| ‘Tota Dae: $3,665.00 

, a Due Date: 6/3/2018 
Payments Made: -$3665.00 

Balance Due: $0,00 





Comments 
To Pay.Online Via Credit Card Please:Click On “Pay Invoice. Now” Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 
Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 
PO Box 1232 
‘Corretius, NC 28037 
If you:have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 
(704) 487-0795 
‘andy@reddomegrovo.com 


Thankyou for your continusd business! 
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Red Dome Group 
Phone: (704) :727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
www .reddomegroup.com 
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One addy es Yi ay 





5 calls - Cumberland, Roberson, 
Robe.Call = Richmond, Unicn, ae Hill ie $825.00 
Voter Data = Robocalls 1.00 $698.75 
Advantage § Phone Minutes 1:00 $1,909.54. 
Contract Labor Grassroots 4,00 $8,885.00. 
Contract Labor Campaign Management: 1.00 ‘$2,250.00 
Contract Labor Fundraising 1.00 $1,562.50 


To Pay Online Via Credit Card-Please Click On “Pay Invoice-Now" Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Piease Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome Group 

PO Box 1232 

Comelius, NC 28031 

Ifyou have any questions concerning this invoice. please contact 
Andy Yates 

(704) 467-0795 

anidy@reddomegioup.com 
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INVOICE PAID 


Invoice #: Harris074. 
Invoice Date: 6/4/2018 


Mark Harris for 


Congress: 


Aifention: Keily Tain 






ee ee < a ou : 





Subtotal: 


Total Due: 


Due Date: 
Payments Made: 
Balance Due: 





$6,665.00 
$2,250.00 
$1,562.50 


$13,710.79 
$13,710.79. 
| 6/4/2018 
-$13710.79 . 
$0.00 
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Red Dome Group os 

Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: HarisO15 

andy@reddomegroup,com Invoice Date: 6/4/2018 
wvav.reddomegroup.com 

Mark Harris for 

Congress 

Attention: -Kelly Tain 








EES Rd ERS PUR CaN Ryans ee on Rep 
eas 43 NaN Eee tae SS 
2 Lee ee NT: mae Foe eres eT ee 


pares 
1.00 $4,000.00 






Contract Labor Grassroots 1.00 $4,900.00 $1,900.00 
Contract Labor Campaign Management 4.00 $2,250.00 $2,250.00. 
ContractLabor Fundraising 4.00: $1,562.50 $1,562.50 
Subtotal: $9,712.50 

TotalDue: $9,712.50 

Due Date: 6/4/2018 

Payments Made: $9712.50 

Balance- Due: $0.00 





Comments 

‘To Pay Online Via Credit Gard Please Click On "Pay invoice Now" Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks .Payableto Red Dome: Group 
Please Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome! Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC'28031 

ff you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 

Andy Yates 

(704).467-0795 

andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued business! 


RedDonie00000066 


Red Dome Group 
Phone: {704) 727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
www.reddomegroup.com. 





RED DOME 3989 of Malad 


INVOICE 
= Synen 


invoice #: Harris016 
Invoice Date: 7/3/2018 


Mark Harris for 





Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 
keliytain@gmail.com 
A SE Ce ae SS aN ES ee pags eae SSA ADT Ay RARER 
= ee cS: ee ne enass re ee pe ee SOAS Sas a ie eee sue w Neos 5 asietarie ie ana Fatt 
‘Consulting = 2 : 
— * 1.00 ssititha 
‘Contract : ' | 
Cat Grassroots & Fundraising 1.00 $9,250:00 
Contract ss 
ale Campaign Management 4.00. $4,500.00 
Bladen, Robeson Cumberland: May - 
Grassroots Y- 4.00 $10:887.50 $10,887.50 


Comments 


Subtotal: $28,637.50 
Total Due: $28,637.50 
Due Date: 7/3/2018 


To Pay Online Via Gredit Card Please Click On "Pay Invoice Now” Above: 


To. Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome. Group 


Please Mail- Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 
POBox 1232 
Cornelius,-NC.28031 


ff vou have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 
andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued: business! 
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Red Dome. Group 
Phone; (704) 727-8092 


andy@reddomegroup. com 
www.reddomegroup.com 





Fee 1.08 $4,000.00 
Contract Labor Grassroots & Funtraising 1.06. $9,250.00 
Contract Labor Campaign Management 4.00 $4,500.00 
Diecapene Biaden, Robeson Cumberland: May - 4.00 $4,683.00 
Comments, 


To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Glick On "Pay Invoice Now" Above 
To. Pay By Chéck Please Make All Checks. Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 

PO Box’ 1232 

Cormelius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 
Yates 
(704) 467-0795 


andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you foryour continued business! 


INVOICE PAID 


Invoice #; Harris 017 
Invoice Date: 8/2/2018 






Mark Harris: for 
Congress 
Aitention: Kelly Tain 
kellytain@gmail.com 
SU aOR DRS ee tees Seana 
Ak MNS so eee On Sees 
$4,000.00 
" $9,250.00 
$4,500.00 
$4.683.00. 
Subtotal: $22,433.00 
Total Due: $22,433.00 
Due Date: 8/2/2018 
Payments Made: -$22433,00 
Balance Due: | $0.00 
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Red Dome:Group 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
www. reddomegroup.com 


RED DOME 142 of 15153 
INVOICE PAID 
Invoice #: Haris018 


Invoice Date: 8/2/2018 


Mark Harris for 
Attentiori: Kelly Tain 





Rack Cards Printing (5,000) 1.00, 


500 1.00 


Bumper 100 1,00 


Comments - 


$1,078:75 $1,078.75 
$486:50. $486.50. 
$278.75 $278.75 
Subtotal: $4.973.67 

Total Due: $4,973.67 

DueDaie:  —s-_-8/2/2018 

Payments Made: $4973.67 

Balance Due: $0.00 





To Pay Online. Via Credit Card Please Click On ‘Pay Invoice Now” Above 


To Pay By Check Please Make Ail Checks Payable to Red Dome. Group 


Please Mail Payment Jo: 
Red Dome. Group 
‘PO Box 1232 

Cofnelius, NC:28031 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 

(704) 467-0795 

andy@reddomegroup.com 


RedDome00000080. 
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Red Dome Group 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 
www.reddomegroup.com. 


ee oe 
‘Conia 
Fee: 

Contract Labor Grassroots & Fundraising 

Conttact Labor Campaign Management 

Grassroots Bladen, Robeson Cumberland: August 
Grassroots —_- Contract Door to Door 8/16 to 8/30 





Comments 


RED DOME 9135 of 15153 
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Invoice #: Harrs020 
Invoice Date: 9/4/2018 


Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 


kellytain@gmait.com 











t s* a4 , 7 
. veng?, Oe Ser tied y LIS Ash POPE A peel: SYR 
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‘ eh Nee at eak tere Ab eS Lee tartans 8? t; Tee Me 
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$5,027.00 
$1,735.00 






Subtotal: $24,512.00 
Total Due: $24,512.00 
Due Date: 9/4/2018 

pe SRE ERE. 


Geeae Ly ai mtase eis 
ESR tah teh ciaens S 


To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On- “Pay Invoice Now" Above 


To Pay By.Check Please Make:All Checks Payabie to Red Dome Group 


Please Mait Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 
andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued business! 


RedDome00009082 
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Red Dome Group 7 , 

Phone: {704) 727. -8092. Invoice #: Harris021 

andy@reddomegroup.com ‘Invoice Date: 9/4/2018 

www, feddomegroup.com 

Mark: Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 
kellytain@gmail.com 
ae a Loo peel eS ELE Raat oe Se om 





apm 1 & Print: 8, 000 E East Verein, = 
Rack Cards 20,000 Meck/Western Union, 15.000 43000.00 $0.10 





GOTV 
Shipping Rack Cards. 1.00 $198.71 $198.71 
Yard Signs 1.000 Signs and Stakes 1.00 $3,129.67 $3, 129.67 
Subtotal: $7,628.38 
Total Due: $7,628.38 
Due Date: 9/4/2018 
Se tee Tie 


esi 


Comments 
To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On “Pay invoice Now” Above 
To Pay By Check Please:Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 
Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 
PO Box 1232 
Cornelius, NC'2803 1 
ft you have any questions. concerning this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 
andy@reddomegroup.com : 


Thank you.for your continued business! 


RedDome00005383 


RED DOME 156 of 15153 
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Red Dome Group : — 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: HarrisO22 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: 9/41/2018 
www.reddomegraup.com 
Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 
kellytan@gmail.com 






























Reh a eae, or fn Rees te: x78 Ss CT ies bait + hy OE io ate ik ep cae” SF rae? “as ey ty gains Dye 
Lt eis ek Bt TDN Sa 5 xe ; feed Pee A oan eh Be SY sh 1 sts Bo ee a ies a: EScitelistes: 
Grassiotts Bladen & Robeson - na ry ~ £00 $3,280.00 $3,260.00 


Subtotal: $3,260.00: 

Total Due: $3,260.00 

Due Date: 9/41/2048 

_ Payments Made: $3260.60 
Balance Due: $0.00 





Comments 
To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay Invoice Now” Above 
To Pay By Check Please Maxe All Checks Payable io Red Dome Group 


Please: Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornelius, NC 28037 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice’ please contact 
Andy Yates 

(704) 467-0795 

andy@y eddomegraup.conr 


Thank you for your-continued business! 


RedDome00000094 
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RED DOME 160 of 15153 


& 
a 
AR. INVOICE PAID 
“peat eas hie. 
Red Dome Group | se : 
‘Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: Harris023 
andy @reddomegroup:com Invoice Date: 9/28/2018 
Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 





Contract.Labor Grassroots & Fundraising 1:00 $9,250.00: $9,250.00 
Contract Labor Campaign Management 1.00 $4,500.00 $4,500.00 
Grassroots Bladen, Robeson Cumberland: 1.00. $1,535.00 $1,535.00 
Grassroots § Gontract Door to Door 9/1 to 9/15 100 $2,105.00 $2,195.00 
Grassroots Conrad Yard Sign Blitz 1.00 $900.00 $900.00 
Grassroots _— Bladen Yard Signs 1,00: $500.00 $500.00° 


‘Subtotal: ‘$22,790.00 

Total Due: - $22,790.00 
DueDate: 9/28/2018 
Payments Made: -$22790.00 
Balance Due: $0.00 






eae 


‘Comments 
To. Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On “Pay invoice Now" Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make Ail Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail. Payment To: 
PO Box 1232 
Cornelius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 
(704) 487-0795 
michy @reitdoindvbup.tor 
RedDome00000098 
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Red Dome Group 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup:com 
www.reddomegroup.com 


RED DOME 165 of 15153 


INVOICE PAID 


invoice #: Harris024 
Invoice Date: 9/28/2018 


Mark Harris for 


Congress 


Attention: Kelly Tain 


kelytain@gmail.com 





Digital 
1. 

Advertising 

Contrast o 

Sheets 3500 41.00 

Comments 


$t 0,000.00 


$1,458.66 


Subtotal: 
Totai Due: 


Due Date: 
Payments Made: 


Balance Due: 


$14,463.14 
$14,463.14 
9/28/2018 
-$14463.14 


$0.60 





To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On “Pay Invoice Now" Above 


To. Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Ried Dome Group 

PO Box 1232. 

Comelius, NC 28031 


ff you have any questions.concerning this invoice please contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 
andy @reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued business! 
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R RED DOME. 152758 of 153610 
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a 
pata (partial) 
Cee 
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Red Dome Group ) , 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: Harris 025 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date: 11/6/2018 
www.reddomegroup.com: 
; Mark Harris for 
Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 
kellytain@gmail.com 
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Subtotal: $65,000.00 


Total Due: $65,000.00 

Due Date: 12/6/2018 
Payments Made: -$53750.00 
Balance Bue: $1 {280.00 





Comments 


To Pay Online Via: Credit: Card Please Click.On "Pay invoice Now” Above 
Jo Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


Please Mail Payment To: 

Red Dome Group 

POBox 1232 — 

Cornelius, NC 28031 

if you have any questions concesning.this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 

(204) 467-0795 

andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued business! 


RedDome00152301 


RED DOME 1527560 of 153610 
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INVOICE 


Red Dome Group | 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 Invoice #: Harris026 
andy@reddomegroup.com Invoice Date:.11/25/2018 
www. reddomegroup.com i 
Mark Harris for. 
Congress 


Attention: Kelly Tain 


kellytain@gmail.com 





a Payment for oF Bladen 





1.00 $27,590.00 $27,590.00 


Absentee, Early Voting & Poll Workers 
Grdsdrcote ‘pags ement Door to Door 9/16 to 1.00 $6,720:00 $6,720.00 
Subtotal: $34,310.00 
TotalDue: © $34,310.00 
Due Date: 12/10/2018 
oy Ae ie coe bose ne 
Comments 


To Pay Online.Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay invoice Now” Above 
To. Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable io Red Dome Group 


Please Mail. Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 

PO Box 1232, 
Cornelius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions:concerning this invoice please contact: 
Andy Yates 

(704)-467-0795 

a 


Thank you for your Continued business! 


RedDome00152303 
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Red Dome Group 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
www.reddomegroup.com 


cepts es a arses: 


nda ee Se a 


REM Te +500 
‘ENVELOPES. : 






Printing Contrast Sheets - 2500 
Printing Contrast Sheeis - 2500.00 


Comments. 


To Pay Online’Via Credit Card Please Click On “Pay Invoice Now" Above 


To Pay By Check Pleas@ Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 


‘Please Mail Payment To: 
Red Dome Group 

PO Bax 1232 

Corneiius, NC'28031 


it you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 
andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you: for your contiqued business! 
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RED DOME 152762 of 153610 


INVOICE 


Invoice #: HarrisO27 
Invoice Date: 11/25/2018 


Mark Harris for 


Congress 
Attention: Keily Tain 


kellytain@gmailcom 





$782.80 

Subtotal: $2,051.79 
Total Due: $2,051.79 
Due Date: 12/10/2018 
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RedDome00 152305 


RED DOME 152764 of 153610 
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Red Dome Group ; 

Phone: (704) 727-8082 invoice #: Harris028 

‘andy@reddomegroup.com invoice Date: 11/25/2018 
www.reddomegroup.com 

‘Mark Harris for 

Congress 

Attention: Kelly Fain 





" Lanciivise & Cal Phonie!r oud a a 


101927.00 $0,05 $5,096.35 


Voter Oata President Trump Calls 
Voter Data § Robeson Mailer 11374.00 $0.05 $568.70 
atninah Trump, ur. 44329.00 $0.05 $2,216.45 
Robo Call = Trump, dr: 1.00 ‘$0.00 $0 00 
Voicemail President Trump 1.00 $0.00 $0,00 
Subtotal: $7,881.50 
Totai Due: $7,881.50 
Due Date: 42/10/2018 
Comments 


To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay invoice Now” Above 
To Pay By Check Please Make All Checks Payable to Red Dome Group 
Please dail Payment To: 

Red Dome Group 

PO.Box 1232 
‘Cornelius, NE 28031 


# you have any questions concerning. this invoice please contact 
Andy Yates 

(704) 467-0795 

andy@reddomegraup.com 


Thank you for your. continued business! 


RedDome001 52307 
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Red Dome Group 
Phone: (704) 727-8092 
andy@reddomegroup.com 
www.reddomegroup.corn 
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ene October & November 4.00 


Contract Labor Grassroots & Fundraising Oct.& Nov. 1:00 
Campaign’ Management Oct. & 
November 

Bladen Fina! 1.00 
Contract Door to Door-& Polis 9/16 - 11/6 1.00 


Gontract Labor. 
Grassroots 
Grassroots 


Comments 
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$6;000.00. 
$13,875.00: 
$6,750.00 


$2,209.00 
$3,800:00 


To Pay Online Via Credit Card Please Click On "Pay lnvoice Now” Above 


To Pay By Gheck Please Make All Checks Payable. to Red Dome Group: 


Please Mail Payment To: 
Bed Dome Group 

PO Box 1232 

Cornefius, NC 28031 


if you have any questions concerning this invoice please contact 


Andy Yates 
(704) 467-0795 
andy@reddomegroup.com 


Thank you for your continued business! 


RED DOME 152756 of 153610 


Invoice #: Harris029 
invoice Date: 11/25/2018 
Revised Invoice Date: 11/25/2038 


Mark Harris for Congress 
Attention: Kelly Tain 


kellytain@gmail.com 
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$6,000.00: 
$13,875.00 


$6,750.60 


$2,209.00 
$3,800.00 


Subtotat:- 
Total Due: 
Due Date: 


$32,634.00 
$32,634.00 
11/25/2018 


RedDome00 152299 


LTE 3:28 PM 






om - 
- 415 of 15153 


fs 





MSE 
Sy 


Lae 


Hpuecaennee nn Ny NE 
es 


y a 
oe 


ot 
As 








sao rate ccinit Mat erp aR MELANIE Se QU AMEND eS pee ORT RELEs 8! Sea NAN REN aaa LotRO Sean oe 





AAPOR NESE 








BASU NV ES ANON LE BLOONS ASME RRA AS ND POA INS RACAL MAR ODESSA MUELLER YEP WANE 


RedDome00000353 


pireereetnil 


poms 





HARRIS 2662 of 3049 


From: Andy Yates [andy@reddomegroup. com] 


Sent: 9/24/2018 10:10:25 'AM 
To: Flizabeth.anne.bates-harris felizabeth.anne:bates.harris@gmail.com] 
Subject: Re: absentee data 


Of the-absentees that have been sent out in Robeson so-far, afterreviewing them with McCrare, we believe that 
181 of them are from his list. They have‘more yet turn into the BofE in Robeson. McCrae’s team has generated 
a total of 449 requests in Robeson-and will be generating more 


Andy Yates 

Senior Partner, Red Dome Group 
(704) 727-8092 (office) 

(704) 467-0795 (cell) 
andy@reddomegroup.com 


www.reddomegroup.com 


On Sep 24,2018, at 7°45: AM, Andy Yates <Andy @reddomegroup.com> wrote: 


Awesome... MéCrae is supposed. to be at my office.this morning so I will review with him as well. From first 
glance.] agree at McCrae’s analysis that someone:is working absentees in Meck. 


Andy Yates 

Senior Partner, Red Dome Group 
(704) 727 8092 (office) 

(704) 467-0795 (cell) 
andy@reddomegroup. com 
www.reddomegroup. com 





On Sep 24, 2018, at 7:37 AM, Elizabeth.anne.bates.harris <elizabeth.anne.bates-harris@gmail.com> wrote: 
As always lam so comforted by this response! 


I tried to send McRae the master list Saturday but it bounced back. We went over the numbers by phone. The. 
only one he was worried about was:the huge number inMeck added in last few weeks. He said someone is 
working. We are not sending to Bladen as he does have that totally covered. I will sort Robeson as indicated. 


Sent from my iPhone 
On Sep 24, 2018, at 7:17 AM, Andy Yates <andy@reddomegroup.com> wrote: 


I am_on top of it. We definitely have a mailer going East this week as well as digital starting in 
the East. 1am revising the mail plan slightly (based-on losing last. week and the first 1/2 of this 
week), but if we hit our budget there will be a lot more than.3 pieces of-mail going east. The 
current budget for mail is $250,000, Right now per the projections Jordan and I have put together 
we will hit the budget. We are‘checking that at least twice week so we-.can.adjust — ifwe 
notice anything different, 





| HARRIS 2663 of 3049 
I will go back and compare the absentee requests for this.election to 20.16 and-2014 and see what 
the initial party breakdown of requests:looked like then.vs. what they look like now. 


I would send the abseniee letter out in Robeson to all white and Native American voters. I 
would not send it to African American voters. Also, I would not send it:out in Bladen. Agree: 
with Beth on checking with our folks in. Robeson to see who on the list we can identify. Jake = J 
would also call McCraeand review the list with him. He has generated over 400 absentee ballot 
requests in Robeson so far so many of these may’be his folks ¢and a ton of his folks are 
Democrats). 


AY 


Andy Yates: 

Senior Partner, Red Dome Group 
(704) 727-8092 (office) 

(704) 467-0795 {cell) 
andy@reddomegroup,.com 

www. reddomegroup.com > 


On. Sep 24, 2018, at'6:54 AM, Elizabeth Bates Harris: <elizabeth.anne:bates harris@gmail.com> 
wrote: 





Good morning, 


Attached is a summary for today’s download of absentee data along with raw. spreadsheet tabbed 
by county of absentee requests. The.last date.for ballots mailed still shows September oi 
although I’m not sure the numbers match-from Saturday’s download. I’m g going to look at that 
before J go tothe office at 9:30. 


This is urgentand has implications. 
Notice Dems are outpacing Republicans in.absentees ordered even in Union County. 


Quick math by party affiliation, which won’t be exactly how it turns out, shows Mark would 
need 80% of the unaffiliated votes from the current group of absentee requestets to win, 


Looking at this, and understanding there may be some logical explanations such as more old 
folks are Dems, 1 still think one thing that jumps out.is-that we need to send the absentee letter to 
every Robeson’ ‘County voter even though McCrae is working there. Jake J think this. is a 
change and we can help get those out today at the office if we need to. 

The conservative Dems in Robeson can offset-the high. Dem turn-out im: Meck if Robeson Dems 
know Mark and vote for him. | 


Jake, I would also strongly consider forwarding-the.list of Robeson absentee voters to Olivia and 
ask her to send to Wanda and Jimmy Haininond, who we were with yesterday at Jimmy’s 
church, and.see:who they know. Send to Phillip, Julius, anyene we know in Robeson and see if 
they. can identify names they recognize but are unsufé of support. Perhaps they would be willing 
to check in with those. folks ASAP. Olivia and the Hamnionds were very fired up yesterday and 
were brainstorming. influencers they could connect Mark to in the coming days. I know a lot is 


| oe HARRIS 2664 of 3049 
going on with the flooding down there too, but Olivia and the Hammonds are not displaced trom 
their homes and ‘again were very fired up to help Mark. 


Tunderstand we have a mailer going east this week. I’m very glad to know that. Lhope we will 
be able to do.3 mailings there if the money holds out. Please Andy I beg you stay on top of this. 


Beth 
<9 24 18 Absentee 9th District.xlsx> 
<9 24 18 Absentee Data Summary.xlsx> 
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05/08/2018 OFFICIAL LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS - STATEWIDE 


s US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 09 - REP (VOTE FOR 1) 
8.of 8 Counties Completely Reported 
210 of 210 Precincts Reporting 


Contest Details 
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https://er.ncsbe.gov/contest details.html?election dt=05/08/2018&county id=O&contest id=1547 1/1 
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Text Size: AA 
05/08/2018 OFFICIAL LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS - STATEWIDE 


US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 09 - REP (VOTE FOR 1) 
8 of 8 Counties Completely Reported 
210 of 210 Precincts Reporting 
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Results by Voting Method 
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Text Size: AA 
05/08/2018 OFFICIAL LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS - STATEWIDE 


US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT O9 - REP (VOTE FOR 1) 
8 of 8 Counties. Completely Reported 
210:of 210 Precincts Reporting 
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Results by County 
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05/08/2018 OFFICIAL PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS - BLADEN 


US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT O9 - REP (VOTE FOR 1) 





12 of 12 Precincts Reporting 
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incarceration Status: INACTIVE 
Conviction Date: 05/21/1992 
Primary Crime: FRAUD (PRINCIPAL) 
Special Characteristics: COURT RECOM WORK REL 
Admission Date: 06/14/1995 
Control Status: REGULAR POPULATION 
Custody Classification: MEDIUM 
Current Location: BLADEN COUNTY 
Last Movement : TERMINATED PAROLE 
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LESLIE DOWLESS 


Offender Number: 0111515 
Inmate Status: INACTIVE 


Probation/Parole/Post Release Status: INACTIVE 


Gender: MALE 
Race: WHITE 
Ethnic Group: UNKNOWN 


Birth Date: i 


Age: 63 
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COMMITTED 
MCCRAY COMMITTED 
DOWLESS ALIAS 
MCCREA ALIAS 


Total Incarceration Term: 2 YEARS 
Projected Release Date: 02/29/1996 
Primary Crime Type: FELON 
Current Status: N/A 
Admitting Location: HOKE Cl 
Next Control Review: UNKNOWN 
Next Custody Review: UNKNOWN 
Previous Location: COLUMBUS Cl 
Last Movement Date: 02/29/1996 
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Sentence Number: BA-001 
Conviction Date: 05/21/1992 


Commitment Type: INMATE 
County Of Conviction: BLADEN 


httos://webapps.doc.state.nc.us/opi/ viewoffender.do?method=view&offenderl D=0111515&searchLastName=dowless &searchFirstName=lesiie&search... 1/3 


2/11/2019 NC DPS Offender Public Information 








Service Status: EXPIRED Sentence Begin Date: 05/10/1995 
Actual Release Date: 11/22/1995 
Punishment Type: FAIR FELONS Projected Release Date: 02/29/1996 
Sentence Type 1: DEPT OF CORR DIV OF PRISONS oe 
Sentence Type 2: PROBATION REVOCATION ( 
Minimum Term: Maximum Term: 2 YEARS * 
Parole Begin Date: 11/22/1995 Parole End Date: 02/10/1996 
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INITIAL 91003499 FRAUD (PRINCIPAL) 09/03/1990 FELON CLASSI 
Sentence Number: BA-002 Commitment Type: INMATE 
Conviction Date: 08/21/1992 County Of Conviction: IREDELL 
Service Status: EXPIRED Sentence Begin Date: 05/15/1995 
Actual Release Date: 08/13/1995 
Punishment Type: FAIR MISDEMEAN Projected Release Date: 08/13/1995 
Sentence Type 1: DEPT OF CORR DIV OF PRISONS 
Sentence Type 2: PROBATION REVOCATION 
Minimum Term: Maximum Term: 6 MONTHS 
| Ponaily 
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CONCURRENT TO SENTENCE 87006638 WORTHLESS CHECK (PRINCIPAL) 04/21/1987 MISD. MISD.(PRE-STRUCTURE) 
NUMBER BA-001 
MoatRecent Paried of Sovervision Record 
Sentence Number: 03-001 Commitment Type: PROBATION/PAROLE ( 


Conviction Date: 08/21/1992 County Of Conviction: IREDELL 
Punishment Type: PRE-SS (FAIR) DCC 
Sentence Type 1: PROBATION 
Sentence Type 2: SUSPENDED SENTENCE 
Sentence Type 3: COUNTY JAIL 
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CONCURRENT TO SENTENCE 87006638 WORTHLESS CHECK (PRINCIPAL) 04/21/1987 MISD. MISD.(PRE-STRUCTURE) 
NUMBER 02-001 


Sentence Number: 02-001 Commitment Type: PROBATION/PAROLE 
Conviction Date: 05/21/1992 County Of Conviction: BLADEN 
Punishment Type: PRE-SS (FAIR) DCC 
Sentence Type 1: PROBATION 
Sentence Type 2: SUSPENDED SENTENCE 
Sentence Type 3: DEPT OF CORR DIV OF PRISONS: 
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Sentence Number: 01-001 Commitment Type: PROBATION/PAROLE 
Conviction Date: 01/19/1988 County Of Conviction: COLUMBUS 
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Latest 





The Washington Post/The Washington Post 


By EMERY P. DALESIO 
February 11, 2019 3:46 pm 


RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Republican in the nation’s last undecided congressional election 
said Monday he recruited a political operative now at the center of a ballot fraud 
investigation because he produced election results in his rural North Carolina county and 
other Republicans vouched for him. 


Mark Harris said he didn’t know before November's election that state elections board 
investigators found evidence that operative Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. may have illegally 
handled ballots in 2016. Harris said he didn’t know that that evidence was referred to 
federal prosecutors. A background check by Harris’ political consultants missed Dowless’ 
previous felony convictions for insurance fraud and perjury, Harris said in an interview 


with The Associated Press. 
1/3 


Harris said he decided he wanted Dowless on his 2018 team after noting Dowless’ 
candidate — who was Harris’ opponent — in the 2016 GOP primary got an incredible 98 
percent of Bladen County's absentee votes. He said he discussed with a campaign 
attorney after that 2016 primary whether to protest the anomalous result, but ultimately 
decided to drop the matter. 


“The reason that | wanted to hire McCrae Dowless is that, one, | had seen his success and 
that he beat us in 2016,” Harris said. “But number two, | had, basically, the statements 
from elected officials and respected leaders in the community that the landscape was 
changing down there and that McCrae Dowless had been a very important part of that.” 


With Dowless’ help, Harris beat the incumbent, U.S. Rep. Robert Pittenger, in last year’s 
primary. Pittenger has said he shunned Dowless because he was suspicious of his 
methods. State elections officials suspect Dowless of tampering with or even discarding 
mail-in ballots last year. 


In 2016, Dowless paid people to visit Bladen County voters and collect absentee ballots 
from them, a potential felony under North Carolina law, elections. board investigators said 
in a January 2018 report. “Workers employed by Dowless were required to hand-carry the 
ballots to Dowless in order to be paid,” the report said. 


Dowless declined to answer questions about Harris’ campaign when contacted by phone 
Monday. 


Dowless was the only person in the nine-county district running a get-out-the-vote effort 
targeting absentee ballots, Harris said. 


A state elections board hearing next week should reveal whether investigators found 
wrongdoing in the 9th District race, where Harris narrowly leads Democrat Dan 
McCready. The elections board twice refused to certify the Republican as the winner due 
to the potential ballot fraud. 


McCready’s staff has not responded to multiple requests by Associated Press to interview 
the candidate. 


Last month, McCready said if Harris knew Dowless was illegally handling potentially 
vulnerable ballots, the candidate should go to jail. 


“| was somewhat surprised by the sort of outlandish statements that would be made,” 
Harris said. “There’ve been statements like that made, and statements that there are 
thousands and thousands of ballots that were mishandled or abused. | haven't been privy 
to any of the investigation information and unless Mr, McCready has been privy to that 
information, I’m not sure what his source actually is.” 


Harris says he still supports holding a new election if there is convincing evidence of ballot 
fraud in Dowless’ Bladen County electioneering efforts and the impact could have been 


large enough to change the results of the contest. 
2/3 


The state elections board is expected to close its hearing next week by certifying a winner 
or ordering a new election. Its decision could be superseded by the U.S. House, where 
Democrats in the charge of the chamber have suggested they may review the election no 
matter what the state board does. The U.S. Constitution says the House is the judge of 
the elections and qualifications of its members. 


Still, it would be a stretch for the House to step in if the state election board clears Harris 
and certifies him as the winner after its investigation, the Republican said. 


“That would be a strong, strong step or leap to take,” he said. “I do think everybody has 
appreciated and enjoyed the fact that elections are decided and determined by the states 
and this should be a North Carolina issue.” 


3/3 
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she validated at least 67 mail in ballots. Do you know that 
to be true, sir, and if so, how? 

MR. DOWLESS: That--the 67 ballots is where 
I've got information back from the attorneys that that 
happened. And it come out in the paper, you know, that it 
happened that way. But as far as me actually knowing that 
she done it 67 times, no, I don't. 

MR. MALCOLM: Do you know whether she did 


it one time? 


MR. DOWLESS: NO, Sit. 
MR. MALCOLM: You state in your protest that 
in further--quote, "In further shocking evidence of this 


scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Action PAC filed 
reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections, 


admitting they paid Ms. Monroe." 


MR. DOWLESS: Well, I think that-- 

MR. MALCOLM: How do you know that to be 
EXWe? 

MR. DOWLESS: I think that was brought up 


earlier by the professor and the other lawyers, that that 
was Get Out the Vote, GOTV. 

MR. MALCOLM: Yes, sir. But I'm asking you. 
When you signed this protest, how did you know that to be 
true, because you--you're certifying at the end of this that 


everything that you put in this protest is true, so how do 


142 


1 you know that to be true? How did you know at that time it 


2 to be true? 
S MR. DOWLESS: That they paid the GOTV? 
4 MR. MALCOLM: That supposedly the Bladen 


5 Improvement PAC filed reports with the State Board admitting 


6 they paid her. How did you know that to be true? 


7 MR. DOWLESS: When I seen the report. 

8 MR. MALCOLM: Which report are you referring 
9 Loe 
10 MR. DOWLESS: The=. 
dd: MR. MALCOLM: Are you referring to campaign 
12 finance reports? 
13 MR. DOWLESS: I've seen that, yes. I didn't 


14 actually get that, but somebody else had it and I seen it. 


15 MR. MALCOLM: Someone gave that to you? 

16 MR. DOWLESS: Yes. 

17 MR. MALCOLM: Who? 

18 MR. DOWLESS: Sar? 

19 MR. MALCOLM: Who gave that to you? 

20 MR. DOWLESS: I'd rather take the Fifth on 


21 that, who gave that to me. 


222 MR. MALCOLM: Okay. So to make sure I'm 
Z'3 clear, you're taking the Fifth as it relates to who gave you 
24 copies of disclosure reports. 


25 MR. DOWLESS: ves 
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came through you. 
MR. DOWLESS: Lep% 
MR. MALCOLM: And on each one of those, you 


would put initials either on the top left or top right-hand 


corner? 
MR. DOWLESS: That was on the request forms. 
MR. MALCOLM: On the request forms. 
MR. DOWLESS: Yes, Sirs 
MR. MALCOLM: And that's what you--when you 


Say 168, you're referring to thé request forms. 

MR. DOWLESS: eS: 

MR. MALCOLM: Okay. How many ballots came 
EO: yOu, Sie? 

MR. DOWLESS: I have no idea how many 
ballots, are on -Ehere. 

MR. MALCOLM: Do you think it was more than 
a dozen or more than 100 ballots came to you? 

MR. DOWLESS: I don't know. What you mean 
"Came to me"? 

MR. MALCOLM: Well, I just asked you how 


many ballots came through that process. 


MR. DOWLESS: No ballots come to me. 
MR. MALCOLM: You never Saw any ballots? 
MR. DOWLESS: No. 


MR. MALCOLM: AL att? 
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an envelope that purportedly had Ms. Baldwin's ballot inside 


Of a? 
MR. 
MR. 
investigators 
Elections? 
MR. 
MR. 
MR. 
Mir TUtors 
MR. 
MR. 
not met with 
MR. 
the phone? 
ME 
probably been 
MR. 
questions? 
ME 
MR. 
your conversa 
State Board o 


MR. 


DOWLESS: 


MALCOLM: 


NO, Sin 


Did you ever meet with 


for the North Carolina State Board of 


DOWLESS: 
MALCOLM: 


DOWLESS: 


MALCOLM: 
DOWLESS: 
Ms. Fleming or 


MALCOLM: 


DOWLESS: 


Did I meet with him? 
Named Fleming or Tutor? 


I have in the past met with 


During thais== 
No, Sir, I have not. I have 
=<i7 person, 20; Sit, lL Mave not. 


Have you spoke with them on 


Lf -spoke to bDrieftly=-it"s 


Six weeks ago. 


MALCOLM: 


DOWLESS: 
MALCOLM: 
tion with Ms. 
f Elections? 


DOWLESS: 


Did they ask you a series of 


I can't remember. 


Do you remember anything from 


Fleming or Mr. Tutor from the 


Oh, I told them that I knew 


Kate and I would try to get up with her. At the time I 
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couldn't get up with her, and I believe I did tell them that 


I had made Caitie to get the request forms. I believe I did 


tell them that. 


MR. MALCOLM: Is that all the information 


you provided to them? 


MR. DOWLESS: lL than kat. that time, ves: 


Sr 


MR. MALCOLM: Was there anything you were 


supposed to follow up with them on? 


MR. DOWLESS: I told them that--I told Mr. 


Tutor that I would try to get back with him and 


get the 


phone number for Caitie, and I got the phone number and 


tried to call Caitie and couldn't get in contact with her. 


MR. MALCOLM: Oh, so you told them you were 


going to call Caitie? 


MR. DOWLESS: lo tobd. hime-no,: £ 


would try to get in contact with her to call Mr. 


MR. MALCOLM: So you were going 
pass a message to call him. 

MR. DOWLESS: Tes. 

MR. MALCOLM: Have you spoke to 
you didn't get up with her then? Did you speak 
all? 


MR. DOWLESS: No. 


told Him: £ 
Tutor. 


to basically 


Caitie? So 


to her at 


MR. MALCOLM: You never got up with her? 
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MR. DOWLESS: No. I talked to her one time, 
and she said--I believe she said that Ms. Fleming had called 
her or something. I--to that matter. I said, "Tell her the 
ELUEh.. 

MR. MALCOLM: I think this is about my final 
question. So is it your testimony that as it relates to the 
November 8th election in Bladen County, you never handled, 
filled out, or saw in any form or fashion anyone's ballot 


other than your own. 


MR. DOWLESS: Other than my own. 
MR. MALCOLM: Whether you--you never like- 
-let me make sure my question's clear. You never Saw a 


container, an envelope, or a package that may have had 


someone else's ballot in it, to your knowledge? 


MR<. -DOWLESS< To my knowledge, no. 

MR. MALCOLM: Okay. I don't have any more 
questions. Thank you, sir. 

CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Mr. Nichols or Mr. Branch, do 
you have--can you stay up there, please. Do you have any 


questions of your client? 

MR. KNIGHT: Not that it matters, but it's 
Knight. “Not Nrehols; at's Knights. But I don’t ‘have sany 
questions, no. 

CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Sorry. Okay. Would you like 


to ask some questions? 
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said, I have not seen the ballots. You know, it could only 
be 100 Franklin Grahams. All I'm saying the reason why I 
brought the protest and me and the Republican Chair sat down 
because of the high volume of write-ins, like I've stated 
from the first time I walked up. 

MR. JOYNER: And this is just--because it's 
been a while since I've heard this. Your information is 
that you did not observe any ballots and/or certification 
forms other than your own; is that correct? 

MR. DOWLESS: Thats Correct. 

CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: AVAL ae LOW, ae: wes eam imate 
this to one more question because Mr. Malcolm has a couple 
of questions in order to move on to the Respondent's 
presentation. 

MRs- JOYNER: And you got me at a great 
time, Mr. Chairman, because that was my last question. 

CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Thank you, Professor, Mr. 
Malcolm. 

MR. MALCOLM: Sir, a couple of questions. 
Did you speak with Matthew Mathis after speaking with the 
investigators from the State Board of Elections? 

MR. DOWLESS: Did I speak with him? Yes, 
and he came to me. 

MR. MALCOLM: Came to see you? 


MR. DOWLESS: Yes. He said he wanted to 
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MR 


MR. 


MR. 


particular? 


MR. 


Burger King. 


MR 


Whopper? 


MR. 


L793 


I met him and-- 


MALCOLM: Where'd you meet him at? 
DOWLESS: Elizabethtown. 

MALCOLM: Where at, though, an 
DOWLESS: It was right there close to 
MALCOLM: Outside, or did y'all get a 
DOWLESS: Noy MO; NOx I had pulled my 


i 


van up, and they got in the van. 


MR 


MR:s 


MALCOLM: Who's they? 


DOWLESS: Ms. Caitie and Mr. Mathis, and 


we was talking, and I believe his words was, "I'm scared." 


iksaud; “Well, Mr Mathis, -1.didn"t. hive you,” i aaa sy 


hired Caitie. 


: I says, "Now, what you've done on your own 


and if you've done something wrong, you need to tell the 


people." That was my exact words to that gentleman. 


I said, "If you have done something wrong, you 


need to tell 


MR. 


MR. 


or something 


area there, 


MR 


the investigators." 


MALCOLM: Do you recall when that was? 
DOWLESS: Maybe two and half weeks ago 
like that. -Ilm just. saying ina: cound about 


Mr. Malcolm. 


MALCOLM: Do: you vecall at it. was during 
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MS. AMOROSO: Second. 
CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Any discussion? 
(No response) 
CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: All in favor say aye. 
(Three votes in favor) 
CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Opposed, no. 


(Chairman Whitney and Ms. Amoroso vote no.) 


CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Motion carries. Petition 
dismissed. We have another motion. 
MR. MALCOLM: Mr. Chairman, I make a motion 


that this Board gather and prepare to make available to the 
United States attorney for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina any and all information in our possession, notes 
and otherwise, regarding the election that took place in 
Bladen County, North Carolina, concerning the federal 
election for November 8, 2016, and make that--make that made 


available immediately. 


CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Do I have a second? 
MS. AMOROSO: Second. 
CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: All in favor say aye. 


(Unanimous vote in favor) 

CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Opposed, no. 

(No response) 

CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Motion carries unanimously. 


Okay. Thank you everybody for your participation. We have 


i a i. 
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the kiss on the corner of his mouth. =” | , } pete 
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Bonnie did not, he was fairly sure, just want to hang angels on a tree. Clyde's asking her to move in with his mistress 
had put nex in a giddy, reckless mood, and Everett was the beneficiary. He wasn't going to think about Clyde's low, 
sincere apolozy tc Pam or about Pam turning away on the phone to ask Clyde to come to the house. Although he 


found he wanted very much to think about that. 


He thought iristead about Anne Marie and how the evening might work out for her. The lesson about not 
abandoning people was a good one. The silent, submerged unhappiness of the evening couldn't be good for a kid. 


And now it was gone, dissolved by Pam's call into the buzz of unsettled excitement. 


The streets v72v2 dark and empty, the houses warm with light. He wanted to keep thinking, but he was at the station 
before he'd sorted things out. And Bonnie was waiting on the curb. She climbed into the front seat and kicked the 
snow off her boots. "Hi," she said, and she clutched her hands in her lap. She shuddered once from nervousness or 


cold. "Clyde ll be here in a second," she said, “he's signing something about the car.""OK,"he said. 


She looked at Everett and seemed about to say something, and then she was in his arms. He gathered her up as well 
as he could given her thick coat and the awkward position and kissed her sweet face. Her cheeks were cold, but her 
lips were wazra, and she was trembling. The peacoat was unbuttoned and he reached inside to feel the curve of her 


breast through her sweater. A second later, they pulled apart and Bonnie smoothed her hair. 


The lighted piass door of the police station opened, and Clyde walked with his long stride toward them and got in 
the baxkseat. Everett thought there must be a smell in the car from the kiss, an electricity. But the husband said 
nothing, and Everett drove the outlaws back to his house. They talked about the stolen car, and the cold, and the 
tree. All the while, Everett felt both the threat of disorder and the steady, thrumming promise of having everything 


he wanted aj! at once. 


Ira Glass Maile Meloy. This story appears in her book, Both Ways is the Only Way I Want It. 


Email Address 
[MUSiC - AAKE YOU BETTER" BY THE DECEMBERISTS"] 


Coming up, why some Republican leaders in North Carolina are feeling weird about Santa Claus this year. That's in 


a mi _ Chicago Public Radio, when our program continues. 
rute from 


Act Two: He's Making A List, Checking It Nice, Gonna Find Out Who Voted Twice 


rm 





§ This American Life. I'm Ira Glass. Our program today, Just What I Wanted. We've arrived at Act Two of 
our program, Act Two. He's making a list, checking it nice. Gonna find out who voted twice. So this fall, what certain 
Republicans thought they would discover under the tree was proof of voter fraud. This, of course, is one of the big 


divisive issues that separate the Right and the Left in our country. Democrats in the mainstream media point out 


https://www.thisamericanlife.org/606/transcript 
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And this year, the place where the search has been the most intense for voter fraud was North Carolina. And this 
time, Zoe Chace reports, Republicans really had moments when they thought they had found proof of organized 
fraud. 


Zoe Chace The man leading the hunt for voter fraud in North Carolina is Dallas Woodhouse, executive director of 
the North Carolina Republican Party. Picture a Southern party boss. It's probably Dallas-- white guy in an Oxford 


shirt, bottorn butons uridone, loafers, no socks-- 

Zoe Chace Are you really smoking a cigar right now? 

Dallas Woodhouse I am. 
Zoe Chace --a cigar in the corner of his mouth. Younger and handsomer than you're imagining, I think. He used to 
be a TV anchor. lie's trying to cut back on cigars since the election ended. I point out there have been a lot of studies 
looking into veter fraud that conclude voter fraud is minuscule, almost nonexistent. 

Zoe Chace | think that if you see any study, there is no study that ever points to-- 

Dallas Woodhouse You know, look, look. 

Zoe Chace Luok, I've got to say this. 


Dallas Woodhouse Don't show me studies. Academics, I mean, a bunch of knuckleheads, pointy-headed 


professors. We deal in the real world. 


Zoe Chace In the real world, Dallas looks for voter fraud, he will tell you, as a matter of principle. There was also a 
numbers game going on this November. The Republican governor of North Carolina refused to concede the election 
for weeks because it was such a Close race. At the moment I met Dallas, the governor was down just 8,500 votes out of 


4.7miilior {here were other Close races also. 


Dallas was out running down every claim of voter fraud around the state. His team accused people of voting twice. 


That was dismissed. People who voted when they were dead, that was dismissed. Felons who voted. 


_Dailas Wandhoanse Yeah hut we made a challenge. It ended up not being correct, of a person who showed up 
Email / Add FESS body that voted, had the same first name, same last name, same birth 


turns out it wasn't the same person. It seems like to me you have to make an attempt to address that. 








Zoe Chace Dallas found 24 ineligible felons out of 43 they accused. He's not perfect. 
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Zoe Chace The day we talk, Dallas has a smoking gun, a few hundred ballots in the southeast of the state, lots with 
the same handwriting on them. Jackpot. He takes a breath. 


Dallas Wocdhouse They do realize that 300 or 400 write-in votes can't be done by one person. They do 


realize that's illegal. 
Zoe Chace Here's what happened. Down in Bladen County, North Carolina, this guy Brian was going through 
absentee balance at the Board of Elections. He's a board member, a Republican. His job was to scrutinize each ballot 
‘as it came out of the machine. He's heard a lot about voter fraud, never seen it before, but he believes it's widespread. 


He's heard a lot about it on the news. His eyes are peeled. 


And then he notices something. Way down at the bottom of the ballot, there was room for a write-in candidate, the 


county soil and water district supervisor. And he kept seeing the name Franklin Graham. 
Brizm And it looked like the same handwriting a lot of times. 
Zoe Chace He demonstrates by writing the name in my notebook. 


Brian Every time.! write this, my R's.are going to be the same. My A's are pretty much going to be the same. 


My K's are going to be the same. So if I write it again as you watch. 
Zoe Chace Franklin Graham. 
Brian You see similarities between certain letters every time. 
Zoe Chace Like how many times? 
Brian Considerable, I would say, I don't, 50 to 100. 
Zoe Chace Of one person putting in 100 votes. 
Brian You could infer that. 
Zoe (hace In ali mavhe 200 haliots. Brian is a paramedic. He's used to looking at EKG waveforms. He says he has 


Email Add ress Co tes their name. Brian is also pretty careful. He wasn't sure it was fraud. 


j [tem | suspicious. 


an e) 






Brian I wouldn't infer that, because obviously I'm not an expert. But you could infer that. 


Zoe Chace Dallas Woodhouse does more than infer. 
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Zoe Chace It wasn't just one person's handwriting. It was around a dozen people. Dallas has a term for what he 
thinks this is. He calls it an absentee ballot mill. This is what he pictures when he hears about all these ballots with 
the same handwriting on them. Key Democratic operatives, running around searching for old people who barely 
know their own r.ames and then filling out ballots for them. A blatant scheme, Dallas thinks, that gins up votes for 


the Democrats. And the Democratic governor, remember, is only up by a couple thousand votes. 
Datlas Woodhouse Should the election board find that these are absentee ballot mills, with the purpose of 
fraudulent voting, those people should go to jail. They should go to jail. They should spend the first term of 


the Trump administration behind bars. 


Zoe Chace I 3c down south to meet the victims of the alleged scheme, the democratic voters of Bladen County. It is 


an unusual interview'ng situation. 

Main This is Zoe. 

Zoe Chace Hi. 

Man 1 She's out of New York. She has a talk radio show. 
Zoe Chace I'm at a senior center in this classroom. I'm standing up at the front with a microphone like a teacher. 
There are 1ows ut oider people sitting quietly, staring back at me. Their dominoes game is sealed up in a Tupperware. 
I go from person to person and ask each one about their vote while everyone else silently watches. It's awkward. 

Zoe Chace May | ask you about your vote? OK. 
Her name is Lula Pearl Graham. She did vote absentee this year. She says someone helped her get an absentee ballot 
in. This person worked with a political PAC, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC. And she followed 
their advice on how to vote. They gave her a sample ballot with a slate of endorsed candidates. 

Zoe Chace Did you know everybody who you were voting for on the ballot this year? 


Lula Pearl Graham No, I didn't. 


Zoe Chace But did von lenaw who vou were voting for for governor? 


suite Address 





Zoe Chace OK. What about for soil and water? Can I ask you who you voted for there? Do you know? 


Lula Pearl Graham I don't remember. 
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- Guia Pearl Gratiam Oh, yes, they're good. They're good. 
Zoe Chace Why? 


Lua Pearl Graham Because when you don't know the people, they'll tell you-- they explain them to you. So 


you. say, well, I would like to vote here, but I don't know who this is. They tell you. 


Zoe Chace What she's aescribing doesn't sound illegal. If the PAC bought her vote, it would be illegal. If the PAC 
threatened her, it would be illegal. Giving someone a slate of candidates to vote for is not illegal. Having someone 
assist you in filling out your ballot is not illegal. Though if you do assist someone, you're supposed to give them 
some space while they actually vote and then sign the envelope saying you assisted them. But I do think if Dallas, the 
Republican guy, chewed his cigar into this room and heard Lula Pearl talk, he would be horrified, based on how he 
thinks about this stuff. 


Daiias Woodhouse Under a select few circumstances, you can get assistance from a relative or somebody who 
dectares your help. Now, that is intended to be a neighbor helping a neighbor, a friend helping a friend. If 
somebody is going out there and helping hundreds of people, they are harvesting ballots. 


Zoe Chace For Dallas, Lula Pearl saying she doesn't know anything about the candidates she's voting for but votes 
for them anyway, at the suggestion of volunteers who get $35 a day reimbursement for gas and food, that's shady to 
Dallas on its face. If it's not technically illegal, it should be. It's supposed to be one person, one vote. As soon as you 
have one peison heiping lots and lots of people vote, it feels like a scheme to him. Lula Pearl sees it differently. 


Having a volunteer come to the house makes it easier for her to vote. She wants it. 


Lula Pearl Graham | don't drive, and I have two knee implants. Sometimes it's difficult to get around. So 
somehody would come and pick me up. But sometimes I don't feel like going that way. So I just let someone 


come and vote for me and let-- come and let me fill out the application. And then it goes, and it comes back. 
Zoe Chace Voting is very important to her. She feels like, why shouldn't it be easy? 


Lula Pearl Graham My mother and my father, they marched all the way from Selma, Alabama to 
Birmingham, Alabama for the right for me to vote. And I'm going to vote. 


Zoe Chace This is, in fact, why this organization that helped her with the ballot exists, the Bladen County 


Teil Association PAC: It exists to protect the vote for black people in the community. 


he PACi is feiice Masi Horace Munn-- for a man allegedly at the center of a blatant scheme to rig an 









- Horace is pretty easy to find. Like, I couldn't get any service on my phone driving down to Bladen County, 
so I went into this convenience store at the side of the road. Tammy let me use her phone. She goes, oh, you're 


talking to Horace? That's my godfather. Let me have the phone. Horace, where do you want me to send her? 
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freedory abroed. but we're not free at home. 


Horace Munn I served to make sure that we all get freedom in America. And I come home, and I find out 


thai they say that we're free but in actuality, we're not. They say things are equal, but in actuality, they're not. 


Zoe Chace Meaning black voters in this area have been subject to extra scrutiny, to harassment, extra rules, all 
things that keep them from voting. This is how Horace sees it. The PAC exists to get people to the polls and also 
bring black people together as a voting bloc. And he says, yes, his group was behind the campaign to get people to 
write in Franklin Graham for soil and water supervisor. And he explains it. Basically, there was an incumbent 


running unopposed. They did not like him. So Horace decided, let's get my buddy Franklin Graham on the ballot. 
Hovsce Munn Well, I missed the window. I missed the window to get his name placed on the ballot. 


Zoe Chace Does Franklin Graham actually know anything about what it takes to take care of soil and water as 


a district supervisor? 
Horace Munn No. 


Zoe Chace The soil and water supervisor, as far as I can figure, keeps the water from being contaminated by the soil 
and the soil from he‘ng eroded by the water. In any way, the incumbent didn't have any special expertise either when 
he got the job. That's what Horace thinks. I asked Horace about why so many of the ballots seem to have Franklin 
Graham's uiarne written out in the same handwriting. But he can't discuss the Franklin Graham thing. It's under 


investigation. And while Lula Pearl's vote seems legit, there are about 300 others that might not be. 


There is an official body that decides whether it's voter fraud or not, the State Board of Elections. And on a Saturday 


afternoon, they have a special hearing to decide who's right in this case. 
Ma 2 We are here to conduct two hearings. We assume jurisdiction that-- 


Zoe Chac: rhe board is rushing to rule on all these election protests coming in so the state can actually have a 
governor. The Republican governor still hasn't conceded the race. The election is up in the air. It's not made for T’V. 
It's not even a courtroom. It's a badly lit press conference-style space..Rows of chairs are just dragged in. There are 
five buard members who will decide things. Three Republicans, two Democrats, a big audience, a slew of lawyers at 
the table. 


Em ail Address _ discounted or the ballots should be discounted? 





aA The entire ballot should be discounted. 


Zoe Chace The governor's lawyers come off a little sloppy. Because a few hours in, the complaint starts to fall apart 


in this kind of mortifying way. It happens when the person who actually filed the complaint against the Bladen 
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Mans How you. doing, sir? 
Mccrae Dowless Doing fine, Mr. Michael. 

Zoe Chace \icCrae Dowless. He's actually the guy who won the soil and water supervisor race in Bladen County. 
And he takes the stand looking like he's not quite ready for this. He doesn't have a suit. He's got a big beard, skinny 
guy, windbreaker. And once he's up there being questioned by one of the Democrats on the Board of Elections, he 


seems amazitigly untamiliar with his own case. 


Man 5 You allege that there was a scheme that was taking placein Bladen County, correct? That's the words 
that you used-- "blatant scheme"? What did you mean by that? 


Mccrae Dewless Scheme? 

Main 5 You used ine words, "resulting from a blatant scheme." 

Mccrae Dowless Are you saying I used the words or the attorney that wrote that up used the words? 
Man 5 Well, it's got your signature at the end. 


Mccrae Dowless It's got my signature here on it. But as far as writing that personal-- writing that up, I didn't 


do ihat. 'The attorney did. The attorney was the one that drew the protest up. 
Zoe Chace He tries to remember who that attorney is, like what his name is. 
Mecrae Dowless I can't think of the gentlemen's name. Steve? I can't remember his last name. 


Zoe Chace His attorneys seem embarrassed. It is embarrassing when a client who's supposedly lodging a complaint 
is not familiar with the complaint. They try to object. It doesn't work. McCrae just ignores his lawyers and keeps 
talking ov. them. 1 look over at Horace Munn from the PAC, and he is all giddy. He's tapping his lawyer, spinning 


around in his seat. He pulls his glasses down his nose and makes eyes at me. 


The hearing goes on for five hours. Some people who wrote in the name Franklin Graham on 300-odd ballots broke 
the rules by not signing the envelope, saying they assisted the voters in filling out the ballots. But over those hours, 

no one disnutes that real voters cast thase votes. Finally, one of the Republicans on the election's board says he's not 
buyi=Mmail Address == thwarting the Republican governor. 






an 6 There does not appear to be any dispute that the signatures of the voters on all the ballots are proper. 


And] think that's something that I would have to hear before all of you wanting to throw out a lot of ballots. 
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was able to fnic a sizzle case of true voter fraud, where someone deliberately impersonates someone else, casts a 
ballot in their name, real fraud, except possibly one case. One. And that one comes out in a very strange twist during 
this same hearing, just not where the Republicans were looking. One of the board members starts asking McCrae, 


their incumbent Republican soil and water supervisor, about whether his side had committed voter fraud. 
Man 7 So you keep saying GOTV, does that mean-- 
Man 5 Get out the vote. Get out the vote. 
Man 7 You get paper. 
Mccra2 Dowless Get out the vote. 
Man 7 And what exactly was it that she got paid to do? 


Zoe Chace Here's what tumbles out of McCrae under the board's questioning. He had some people working for him, 
getting out the vote-- volunteers, McCrae calls them. The volunteers, though, were allegedly getting paid for each 
ballot they turned in. That is illegal. One of the voters who signed an affidavit said that Get Out the Vote workers 
came by ana had her family request absentee ballots. But then they never received their absentee ballots in the mail 
like they were suppesed to. Then, when the family went to vote on election day, they were told they'd already voted. 
In essence, McCrae's getting accused of paying people to obtain absentee ballots, fill them out, and cast their votes 


on someone else's befiait. That, for sure, is illegal. McCrae says he didn't do anything wrong. 
An election board member then calls for further criminal investigation, what appears to be Republican voter fraud. 


Mar: 8 I will be making a motion, that any and all information that this board has in its possession shall be 
forwarded to the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of North Carolina. 


Zoe Chace The attorney could choose to keep looking into Horace as well, but the focus of the investigation seems 
to be what .icCrae has just revealed. Two days later, the governor of North Carolina concedes the race to the 


Democrats. There are just no votes left to recount, no more fraud left to look into. 


Dallas Woodhouse, the Republican fraud hunter, says there is still systemic voter fraud out there, stuff that's not 
being caught. And that is going to continue until the voting system itself changes. Right now, Dallas would say there 
are tan manv annortinities far voter fraud too many ways that people could pretend to be someone else. Right now, 


you <Email Address" __. vote. You show up at the wrong precinct, they let you vote. 







as Woodhouse Our side does think the voters have some responsibilities. And the best example is 


showing up to the right place to vote on election day. I do think that's a fair statement. 
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Dallas Woodhouse How does it disenfranchise their people? 
Z0¢ Chace Because their people 


Dallas Woodhouse See, they have such a negative, horrible, demeaning view of their own people, that they 
can't show up at the right place to vote. 


Zoe Chace “he two parties have very different ideas about how we should vote. To generalize, Democrats think it 
should be as easy as possible. Republicans don't. Conveniently, each of these positions ends up helping their side at 
the polls. Tougher voter requirements tend to disproportionately discourage minority voters. That traditionally 
helps Republicans. Higher voter turnout of minority voters usually helps the Democrats. Dallas, a passionate 


partisan, will keep arguing and keep looking for fraud, though he keeps losing these fights. 


The Nortli Carolina State Board of Elections tracked 57 voter fraud complaints this year and dismissed the vast 
majority cf them. For those searching for voter fraud, it’s like they waited all election year, opened up their presents 


Christmas morning, and there was nothing inside. 
Ira Glass Zoe Chace is one of the producers of our show. 


[MUSIC "JUST WHAT I WANTED FOR CHRISTMAS" BY BING CROSBY"| 
Credi:s 


Ira Glass Well, our program was produced today by Stephanie Foo, our production staff-- Susan Burton, Zoe Chace, 
Sean Cole, Neil Drumming, Karen Duffin, Emmanuel Dzotsi, Chana Joffe-Walt, David Kestenbaum, Miki Meeke, 
Jonathan Menjivar, Robyn Semien, Matt Tierney, and Nancy Updike. Research help today from Christopher [? 
Sotala, ?] :nusic help from Damien Grave. 
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whenever i try te talk io ais, about my personal issues, he sticks his fingers in his ears and he says-- 

Emait Address | 
fo uisenga (SINGING) La lala la la lala la lala. 





Ira Glass Im Ira Glass. Back next week with more stories of This American Life. 
[MUSIC - "JUST WHAT I WANTED FOR CHRISTMAS" BY BING CROSBY"| 
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1 (Recording begins) 

2 MR. OCHSNER: I'll start with the 

3 Washington Post story from last. night that has 

4 reported that you personally hired McCrae Dowless 
5 to come work for your campaign. Did you do that? 
6 MR. HARRIS: I did. And readily it goes 


7 back to understanding the race of 2016. You 
8 recall, Nick, that in 2016, they had redrawn the 
9 districts in North Carolina, and I felt led-to step 


10 into the race for the U.S. House in the newly-drawn 
11 Ninth District. And we went through that race. It 

Le was three people. There was Robert Pittenger, it 

13 was myself, and there was Todd Johnson. And at the 
14 end of that 2016 race, you know, I would see that | 
15 lost. I mean, I got beat. Johnson beat me 

16 significantly in that county, and with absentee 

Bs ballots. And I remember looking at that and going, 
18 "Wow, that's unusual." 

19 And it was just probably a couple weeks 


20 after all of that that 1 got a call and was talking 


4] with Judge Marion Warren, who used to be a Superior 
ee Court Judge in that area, is now the Administrator 
Page 2 
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put 


of the courts here in North Carolina. And he had 


ho 


become a good friend through the years. And he 


3 said, you know, "Man, I would have given anything 

4 if | could have introduced you. to McCrae Dowless 

5 before Todd Johnson got to know him." And I said, 

6 "Well. who's McCrae Dowless?" And he told me that 
7 


McCrae was a guy from Bladen County. He was a good 
g old boy that knew Bladen County politics, that he, 
9 you know, did things right, and that he knew 

1v election law as better -- better than just about 


a anybody he knew of. 


12 And he said, you know, "I really wish 

13 that I could connect you with him." And he said, 
14 "If, in the future, you decide to run for this seat 
1s again," he said, "I hope you'll reach out to me," 


16 and he said, "I'll be more than happy to set up a 


17 meeting, and I'll even take you down there 

a personally and introduce you to some of the key 

19, leaders there." And that's what we did. 

20 MR. OCHSNER: So what do you think McCrae 
21 Dowless did for your campaign in 2018? 

22 MR. HARRIS: In 2018, McCrae Dowless 
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i shared with me that there was an absentee ballot 


2 program and a Get Out the Vote program that he did. 


3 And he explained to me because | wanted to 

understand what that meant. And it was the same 

> thing I assumed he had done to have the success 

6 that he had in the past, and that was a two-stage 

fi program. 

8 Stage one is the absentee ballot 

9 application, or absentee ballot request form. And 
10 he said that he hired individuals that. worked for 
11 him that went out and canvassed door to door, 
te trying to encourage people to be involved and were 
13 they willing to fill out an absentee ballot request 


14 form. And they would fill out the absentee ballot 


15 request form, and they would take it and then would 
16 return it to the Board of Elections. And that was 

Vy what he was doing in phase one. 

18 Phase two was the absentee ballot part. 

i9 And so once an individual had turned in the 

20 absentee ballot, it was explained to me that they 

21 would -- Board of Elections would mail an absentee 


22 ballot to that address. And then he would have two 





Tse era es 
: people that would go and follow up on those 
2 absentee ballot requests once the ballot got there, 
3 and their job was basically to knock on the door, 
4 to follow up with those people, and offer their 
° services to -- if they need any assistance with 
6 their ballot. 
Z And the ballots, as I understood it. 
8 required two witnesses, if it was just being 
. 
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: witnessed, or the signature of one notary. And 

10. they would offer to do that, and then they would 
1] tell people, in.that process, that -- you know, 

12 they urged them to get their ballot in the mail 

i3 that day. And I remember him saying specifically 


14 that they were not to take a ballot. They were not 

15 to touch a ballot. 

16 In fact. he used the illustration that I 

Li still recall that, "I don't care if it's a 

18 95-year-old woman in a wheelchair or a walker. You 

19 cannot take her ballot. You can walk her to the 

20 mailbox and put the ballot in the mailbox and raise 

21 the flag, but you don't take the ballot." 

Ze So that was my understanding of what the 
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absentee ballot program was that he was doing in 
2018. So then. of course, there were other things 
that he was doing. He got us in parades that we 
were involved in the Peanut Festival down there. 
We were involved ina fall festival called Beast 
Fest down in Bladenboro that he lined us up. He 
got me opportunities to speak down there at those 
kind of social settings. He puts signs in yards 

all over Bladen County and, you know, just built 
crowds for events and things when we would be down 
there. 

MR. OCHSNER: At any time did you have 
any indication that McCrae Dowless was doing 
something that might be illegal” 

MR. HARRIS: No, absolutely not. 

MR. OCHSNER: And had you had that, would 
you still have continued to employ him? 

MR. HARRIS: No, I would not have. 

Again, we kept emphasizing again and again that 
when he was describing the ballot to us -- and, in 
fact, when you get down to his description of the 
program, he was being vouched for by a number of 


page. ©. 


other leaders down there. When I! was introduced to 
him in the initial meeting, first time that I had 

met him in the meeting that Judge Warren was able 
to set up for us, there was a County Commissioner 
there by the name of Ray Britt, there was a 
businessman there by the name of Pat Melvin, there 
was a GOP Chairman there by the name of Walter 
McDuffie, and there was McCrae Dowless and others. 
And since that time, I'd spoken with Judge Scott 
Ussery down there. I, of course, had seen the 
sheriff was involved and used McCrae in his work, 
as well. So, I mean, I had no reason to think that 
what he was doing was illegal. 

MR. OCHSNER; Sure. Of course, this has 
now all led the State Board of Elections to not 
certify your race. 

MR. HARRIS: Yes. 

MR. OCHSNER: Did that catch you by 
Surprise? 

MR. HARRIS: Oh, absolutely it caught us 
by surprise. I mean, Nick, there's a reason that 
we have processes, and there's a reason that! got 
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into this political arena, because I believe in 

this country. I believe in our Constitution. | 
believe in our processes we use. And we know 
there's a reason that we vote on Election Day, and 
then if you lose an election, then you concede .that 
evening or the next day. And then time passes, 
about ten days, before they count provisional 
ballots and count absentee ballots that come in 
after Election Day. 

Then there's another period of waiting 
when the County Boards actually meet and certify 
these races and go through their process, and then 
there's another waiting period of another week 
before the Board of Elections meets to carry out 
their ministerial duty of making sure all the 
numbers came in and certified those races. 

And there's a reason for all of those 
gaps, and the reason is that if anybody has seen 
anything to cause question, if anybody has seen 
anything to bring about concern or allegation, 
those are the times to make those protests. Those 
are the times to clearly say, wait a minute, time 


Page 8 


out, something's wrong here, and bring it to light. 

And we went through every one of those 
periods, and nothing, to my knowledge, was ever 
said, ever reported, ever lodged. formally or 
informally, to my knowledge, until we got to the 
Tuesday of the Board of Elections. 

And, in fact, if you'd gone on the 
website. I'm told at 9:40 that morning that my name 
and District 9 was in the list of races to be 
certified that day. And then Vice Chairman Josh 
Malcolm, who since then has been promoted to 
Chairman, made the motion in that meeting to say 
that he wanted to pull the Ninth District race due 
to -- ] think he called it unfortunate activities 
in his part of the state. And that was the first 
we had heard of anything, and that was extremely, 
extremely frustrating. I was in Washington at new 
member orientation at the second and final week 
when that came down. 

MR. OCHSNER: It's got to be -- I'll call 


it interesting. It's got to be interesting for you 


to be in this limbo where you think you've won an 
Page 9 
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i election, but you may very well not be seated when 
2 Congress starts in January. Are you prepared for 

3 that to happen? 

4 MR. HARRIS: Well, it's not only 

5 interesting, as you put it; it's frustrating. It's 

6 frustrating for us because there's so many things 

d that we need to be doing in this transition period 

8 to get ready. It's very frustrating because I've 

9 been elected to serve the Ninth District, and I 


10 don't feel like the Ninth District is getting 


al served. 


12 For instance, we had -- we're looking to 

13 establish our district offices, where they were 

i4 going to be located. And until we get 

is certification, that's put on hold because the House 
16 Administration Committee doesn't want to. sign.a 
17 lease on where the offices will be, so it's very 

18 frustrating. You know, getting committee 

19 assignments for where I can serve that would best 


20 serve the people of the Ninth District, that's 
a1 being put on hold right now. 


Ze So there's a lot of people being hurt. 
Page 10 
i There's a lot of frustration, obviously. that I 
2 feel in what we're going through right now. But, 
3 


you know, we're trying to cooperate. We're trying 
4 to do everything we can to help people get the 


5 material and the answers they're looking for, and 
6 that's where we find ourselves. 
7 MR. OCHSNER: Of course, now your own 
g party, the state Republican Party, has come out and 
9 said, we think there likely needs to be ancw 
10 election in the Ninth Congressional District. What 
11 would you say about that? 
le MR. HARRIS: Well, you know, I don't know 
13 all the ins and outs of that, and I would 


14 understand that may be slightly differently than 


I? how you worded it, that there likely needs to be. 

16 ] think they're stating that if there is going to 

1 be a call for a new election, that there’s evidence 

18 to prove that somehow the outcome of this election 
ig would have been changed seems to be the message 
29 that I've heard. 


They've written into this bill that there 


needs to be a primary and a general election. I'm 
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not sure the thinking in that. But again you'll 
have to ask the legislators what their thoughts are 
there. 

MR. OCHSNER: Do you -- 

MR. HARRIS: But again | think it's 
frustrating. 

MR. OCHSNER: Do you feel under attack 
from your own party in some ways? 

MIR. HARRIS: Well, I certainly don't feel 
the circling of the wagons around Harris the way | 
see the Democrats circling the wagons around 
McCready. 

MR. OCHSNER: Yeah, of course. Just this 
afternoon, the Republican Party Chairman in Robeson 
County in the Ninth District, part of the center of 
this investigation -- 

MR. HARRIS: Sure. 

MR. OCHSNER: -- they just issued a 


statement this afternoon calling on you to break 


your silence and kind of criticizing you for not 


having spoken out previously. Are you comfortable 


with your decision to have remained silent until 


this point? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, 1 am, and. on a number 
of different fronts. As I mentioned earlier, 
people.have got to think about the timing of all of 
this, if they'll just stop for a moment and think. 
This blindsided us when we were in Washington on 
Tuesday, November 27th. If you go back and look at 
the motion, the motion said that we're going to 
maintain jurisdiction at least until Friday, which 
would have been three days later. So again nobody 
really knew what to do at that point, thinking that 
whatever the issues were that were being raised 
perhaps would be resolved by Friday. We had no 
reason to think otherwise, and so we went through 
that holding pattern. 

I flew back at the end of orientation, 
got back into town here on Saturday. I had 
responsibilities on Sunday and Monday to actually 
do-ten sheriff swearing-ins down in the eastern 
part of the state. in Robeson County and Bladen 
County. They had their sheriff swearing-in that 


day. And it was Monday afternoon on December -- 
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what would that be? The 3rd was the very first 
communication we received from the Board of 
Elections. We have sent letters from the Tuesday 
when they stopped until Friday, letters were sent 
from our attorneys twice, on two different days, 
asking why are you holding this up, please tell us 
what the accusations are, please help us know 
something, and we were told nothing. 

And on Monday the 3rd is when we received 
the subpoena. And at that point, it was the first 
time I had actually even had a conversation with 
our attorneys on the phone that night, driving back 
from Bladen, and we set up a meeting and | 
opportunity to meet with them on Wednesday was the 
first chance that they had for us to communicate. 

So I realize in the media world, you 
know, two, three days is.a lifetime, but to process 
it, you know, two or three days is two or three 
days. And so we've had to try to get everything 
together that has been asked of us to get together 
before I wanted to come out and speak. 

And so, yes, I'm comfortable that we've 
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tried to do this right. I'm comfortable to say 
that there is an investigation that's going on, and 
we want that to be a full -- I put a statement out 
last Friday, you might have seen, and that 
Statement said that we looked forward to a 
transparent, complete, and fair investigation, and 
on both sides. And I think that's important to 
note, that this investigation has got to look on 
both sides here to discover just what may be 
happening. 

MR. OCHSNER: What led you to decide to 
sit down and speak on camera now? 

MR. HARRIS: Well. I just felt like it 
was important. I felt like -- I've been wanting to 
get out here up to now every day because, you know, 


as I told you how I met McCrae Dowless is something 


I wanted people to understand and know and what led 
me.to hire him. And -- but I felt like that the 

time needed to pass, we needed to make sure that 
everything was done decently and in order, and we 
felt like today was the right day to have this 


conversation. 
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MR. OCHSNER: When the facts come out, do 
you believe that your campaign will be exonerated 
of any wrongdoing? 

MR. HARRIS: I hope so. I mean, I don't 
know. I mean, it is an investigation. I know what 
I was told, and I know the absentee ballot program 
that we entered into and the services with the Get 


Out the Vote that we entered into, and my hope is 


that McCrae hasn't done anything wrong. | don't 


know that. I'm waiting for the investigators to 
make that clear, and that's all we can do. 

MR. OCHSNER: Mm-hmm. At the end of the 
day, if someone does find that McCrae or someone 
associated with your campaign did something wrong, 
are you prepared to accept whatever consequence 
that might come with it? 

MR. HARRIS: Oh, I believe that anybody 
who has broken the law needs to be held accountable 
for it, and I've said that clearly, as well. 

MR. OCHSNER: Sure. So what are you 
doing now? Are you preparing for a new election 


now? 
Page 16 


MR. HARRIS: Well, you know, again, 
that's a great question. I'm trying to figure out 
-- quite frankly, our time is pretty occupied with 
Christmas events and Christmas parties with 
Republican events around the state and other 
locations, so we're, you know, going to be part of 
those. 

We are still maintaining -- we had put on 
the guy that we were going to have as our Chief of 
Staff in Washington, and so I'm in contact with him 
daily, although we've slowed down our hiring of 
staff rightnow, which again is another way that I 
feel like the district's being hurt because there 
was.a great pool of talent after this last election 
that basically found themselves out of work, and. we 
were having an opportunity to bring some of that 
best talent in to work for our Ninth District. and 
some of those opportunities are being lost by this 
delay. 

So again, we feel like we won this race 
by 905 votes. I do think that it's possible that 


the Board of Elections can continue to investigate, 
Page 1/7 
Pages 14 to 1l/ 
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i but if they can come to a numeric answer if it -- | 
2 what they're looking at, would it have changed the | 
: outcome of the election. They can still certify. | 
4 continue the investigation. And again, if a crime | 
5 has been committed, then the individuals need to be | 
6 held accountable for that. | 
7 MR. OCHSNER: Do you think there will be | 
8 anew election or do you think you will end up | 
9 being seated as the Congressman from the Ninth | 
40 District? | 
11 MR. HARRIS: I am hopeful. Iam hopeful | 
le that the investigation that's being done by the | 
i3 Board currently will ultimately produce a report 
aa that will make it clear that the outcome would not | 
15 have been changed and that they'll choose to go | 
16 ahead and certify, and | believe if we're certified | 
17 that I'll be seated. | 
18 (Recording ends) 
19 * KK K | 
20 
4 | 
22 | 
| 
Page 18 | 
1 CERTIFICATION | 
2 / 
3 I, Hene Watson, do hereby certify | 
4 that the foregoing is a correct transcript from the | 
5 electronic sound recording provided for | 
6 transcription and prepared to the best of my | 
7 professional skills and ability. | 
: 
: | 
10 
Ll | 
13 
14 | 
15 | 
16 
17 
18 | 
= ___ January 4, 2019 | 
20 Ilene Watson | 
21 AAERT Cert. No. 447 | 
ee Certified Court Transcriptionist : 
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MR. JOYNER: 
(Pause) 

MR. MALCOLM: 


getting that, earlier in your 


Yes. Could you pass the-- 


While Professor Joyner's 


testimony--who was it--who was 


it that called you from the County Board of Elections? 


MR. DOWLESS: 
MR. MALCOLM: 
MR. DOWLESS: 
MR. MALCOLM: 


the ballots. Who was it that 

County Board of Elections and 

Was it a board member of Ms. 
MR. DOWLESS: 


about? i 


Baldwin? 


MR. MALCOLM: 
MR. DOWLESS: 
MR. MALCOLM: 
MR. DOWLESS: 
MR. MALCOLM: 


That called? 

Yeah. 

It may--what reference? 
Related to the problems with 
called you from the Bladen 


told you there were problems? 


Shaw or one of the workers? 


Which ones are you talking 


don't know which--are you talking about with Ms. 


Uh-huh (affirmative). 
Ms. Cynthia. 
Ms. Cynthia? 
VesZ 


Were there other occasions 


where other folks that work at the Bladen County Board of 


Elections-—- 


MR. DOWLESS: 
called me, 


MR. MALCOLM: 


But now the reason why she 


because it had the cc on it. 


Yes, sir. 
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MR. DOWLESS: And I told them when I went 
in there, I said, “Hey, this is what I'm putting on the 
request form so that if there is a problem, you know who to 
contact without hearsay." 

MR. MALCOLM: The CC that you're referring 
to, do you mean the initials-- 

MR. DOWLESS: That's when I told you it was 
Caitie Croom. 

MR. MALCOLM: So would it be correct for me 
to say Ms. Shaw or Ms. Cynthia knew that you were the ones 


putting initials on the absentee request forms? 


MR. DOWLESS: That they knew it? 
MR. MALCOLM: Yes. 
MR. DOWLESS: Yes. I told them I was doing 


that so if there was a problem, we could finead--get to the 


problem, what was happening. 


MR. MALCOLM: Before they processed them. 
MR. DOWLESS: Yess 
CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Just for clarification, every 


absentee request form that was turned in had somebody's 


AT tat. “On it ¢ 


MR. DOWLESS: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Okay, Professor. 
MR. JOYNER: Yes. I want to start back 


with your protest itself. My understanding from what I 
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Comparison of Absentee Voting in CD 9 in Bladen and Robeson Counties 


Total Votes in CD 9 Race -| Mail Absentee Votes | % Absentee of All 
684 
680 
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Based of data from State Board of Elections 


Comparison of Population of State House Districts in Robeson County 


NC House District | Total Pop | % of County | White Pop | White % | Black Pop | Black % | Amer Ind Pop | Amer Ind % 


| 51550 | 38.42% | 22,244 | 43.15% | 11,855 | 23.00%| 11,921 
_ 47 82,618 | 61.58% | 16,633 | 20.13% | 20,782 | 25.15% 


County 134,168 












47.91% 


os 
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Based on 2010 Census 
Does not account for slight precinct splits : 4 S 


2/19/2019 NC SBE Election Contest Details 


All Contests ! Federal | Coundi of State | NC Senate | NC House | Judicial | Referenda | All Local 
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11/06/2018 OFFICIAL GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS - ROBESON 
NC HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 046 (VOTE FOR 1) 
18 of 18 Precincts Reporting 


Contest Details 










Results by Voting Method ____ Results by Precinct 
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Precinct: [<Select a Prednc> v] 


Absentee Votes in 3 Contests by Precinct in Robeson Part of House District 46 


| | Dist Judge 
CD 9 | HD 46 16B-2 
Precinct = | Precinct | Lockamy | Jones} Precinct | Burton | Moody 
Precinct Name |_ Largest Group Winner Winner D R Winner D R 


3] Betts [white majority | Mecready | 2 [2] ones | 3] 8 | Moody | 3] 
| 8 | EHowellsville | White majority | Harris | = 8 ~~ | 10 | Jones | 8 | 12 | Moody | 8 | 11 | 
(3 [WHowellsvile| White plurality | Mccready| 5 | 8 [va [5 | 9 | Burton | 7 | 6 
[10 [Lumber Bridge | White plurality | McCready| 6 | 3 | Jones | 3 | 6 | Burton | 6 | 3 
[43 [ Lumberton 3 | White plurality | McCready 17 | 4 [va [a8 | 3] Burton | a6 | 5 
[44 [tumbertona | White plurality | MeCready| 6 | 7 | va [6 | 7 | Burton | 7 | 6 
[20 | Orrum | White majority | McCready | 2 | 2 | Jones | 2 | 2 | Moody | 2 | 2 
[21 | Parkton | White majority | Harris | a4 | a1 [Jones | a3 | a2 | Moody | 43 | 22 
25 | Rennert | inian majority [ Metready [8 [3 | ones [6 [| mooay [a [3 
30 | Sadeeree | indian maorty | mecrendy| as | az_f ones | aan | ona | 14 
a 
eee eee at et ets et tee te 
[36 [smyrna | Black plurality | McCready 1] 3 [va [a | 3] Burton | a | 3 
37 | sterings —[-whtemajoty | Hawris_[ "6 [2 [ones [2 [| woody [1 [6 | 
[a0 | Whitehouse | White plurality | McCready | 1 | 0 [vu [a | 0 | Burton 
a | wsnens [white maorty [Waris [20 [9] ones [3 [20 | moody [9 [a 
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https://er.ncsbe.gov/contest_details.html?election_dt=05/08/2018&county_id=0&contest_id=1548 
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Google "Mcrae Dowless” Oo | Sign in 
Alt Maps Shopping News Images More Settings Tools 
Before Jun 30, 2017 « Sorted by relevance + All results » Clear 


Did you mean: "Mccrae Dowless" 


North Carolina State Board of Elections releases audit of 2016... 
https://www.bladenjournal.com >» News v 

Apr 28, 2017 - The statement alludes to allegations — including a formal complaint to the State Board 
by McRag Dowless — that the Bladen improvement Political Action ... 


Election protest by Register is dismissed by Bladen Board of Elections ... 
https://www.bladenjournal.com > Top Stories ¥ : 

Nov 29,2016 Those two are the one filed shortly after the election by McRae Dawless, who won the 
Bladen County Soil & Water supervisor position, and the one filed Nov. 


WataugaWatch: Miracle on North Harrington Street 
blog.wataugawatch.net/2016/12/miracle on north harrington street.html v 

Dec 4, 2016 Leslie McRae Dawless Jr., 60, an incumbent Bladen County Soil and Water Commissioner 
~ one of five District Supervisors a former Democrat currently ... 


Hey, there's a hurricane! (Let's poll those people on the election!) 
https://dailyhaymaker.com/?p=16220. v | 

Oct 15,2016 GUWonder on NC 0S: DEMs put (at least) $126K on the streets of Robeson County in 
2018 for McRae Dawless like ops;Charles Tew on Grey skiesover... 


Morejudge stuff .... - The Daily Haymaker 

https://dailyhaymaker.com/?p=7798 » 

Apr 28, 2014 - GUWonder on: NC 09: DEMs put (at least) $126K on the streets of Robeson County in 
2018 for McRae Bovless like ops; Charles Tew on Grey skies over... 


Page 181 - Daily Haymaker 

dailyhaymaker.com/?wordfence logHuman=18&hid...paged=181 

Mar 7, 2016 ~- GUWonder on NC 09: DEMs put (at feast) $126K on the streets of Robeson County in 
2018 far McRae Dowless-like ops; Charles Tew on Grey skies over ... 


Page 469 - The Daily Haymaker 
dailyhaymaker.com/?wordfence_logHuman=1&hid...paged=469 v 

Mar 20, 2012 GUWonder on NC 09: DEMs put (at least) $126K.on the streets of Robeson County in 
2018 for McRae Dowless like ops; Charles Tew on Grey skies over ... 


Page 406 - The Daily Haymaker 
https://dailyhaymaker.com/?wordfence_logHuman=1&hid...paged=406 

Feb 9, 2013 - GUWonder on NC 09: DEMs put (at least) $126K on the streets of Robeson County in 
2018 for McRae Dowless like ops; Charles Tew on Grey skies over ... 


Rusty Jacobs (@rustyjacobSsWUNC) | Twitter 
https://twitter.com/rustyjacobswunc?lang=en + 

Mar 12,2017 McRae Dewless and his attorney waiting to hear terms of his testimony in @NCSBE... 
merae dowless beingg called to stand in @NCSBE hearing on voting ... 
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Goagle - “Merae Dowless” QO 
All News Images Shopping Videos More. Settings © Tools | 
Before Jun 30, 2017 ~ Sorted by relevance.~ All results « Clear 


Showing results for "Mecrae Dowless" 
Search instead for "Mcrae Dowless" 


NC Board of Elections decides to dismiss both Bladen County protests 
https://www.cbs17.com/news/nc-board-of elections-decides-to.../1017064480 


Dec3,2016 McCrae Dowless won his re-election bid in Bladen County as district supervisor for soil 
and water conservation. 


Democrat ‘absentee ballot mill’ alleged in Bladen County - Carolina ... 
https://www.carolinajournal.com/.../democrat-absentee-ballot-mill-alleged-in-bladen-c... v 
Nov 16, 2016 - McCrae Dowless, who won election as supervisor of Bladen County's Soil and Water 
Conservation District, has filed a complaint with his county board of ... 


Soil & Water Conservation - Bladen County, NC 
https://bladennc.govoffice3.com/?SEC=A7FF5586-45DF-4D12-SCBE... v 

Aug 24, 2016 - Chairman, Willie Beard. Vice-Chairman, McCrae Dowless.. Secretary/Treasurer, Charles 
Gillespie. Member-at-large, Albert Beatty. Member-at-large, Ear! Storms. | 


Bladen Improvement PAC under state investigation | Bladen Journal 
https://www.bladenjournal.com » Top Stories ¥ 

Nov 16, 2016- The protest, filed by Bladen County Sail and Water Conservation: District Supervisor 
McCrae Dowless and corroborated by a forensic handwriting expert, notes ... 


POF! 1 1 NORTH CAROLINA BEFORE THE 2 COUNTY OF ... - Amazon S3 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/State_Board.../Transcript_of_Hearing.pdf 


Dec 3, 2016 - 10. CHAIRMAN WHITNEY: Okay. Would the attorney or. 11 other representative for Mr. 
Leslie McCrae Dowless, Jr.,. 12 please appear, identify. yourself, and-. 


Obituary for James L. ‘Levi" Dowless | McKenzie Mortuary 
https://www.mckenziemortuary,net/notices/James-Dowless v 

Apr 22, 2017 - ... Harty T. Dowless (Linda) of Hope Millls, N.C..Dewey Herman Dowless ( Linda) of 
Whiteville, N.C. and L. McCrae Dowless of Bladenboro, N.C. , sisters; Myrtice ... 


Images for "Mccrae Dowless" 





—>. More images for "Mccrae Dowless” Report images 


Voter fraud complaints emerge in tight NC gov race | Fox News 
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/voter-fraud-complaints-emerge-in-tight-nc-gov-race 

Nov 16,2016 - The state board of elections confirmed with FoxNews.com that it is investigating the 
matter and provided a copy of the complaint filed by McCraeDowless, the ... 


Politicians Appreciation Day was a success | BladenOnline.com 
https://bladenonline.com/politicians-appreciation-day-was-a-success/ ¥ 

Mar 7, 2016 - Certificates of appreciation were handed out to McCrae Dowless, Billy Ray Pait, 
Representative Ken Waddell and Representative William Brisson. Candidates ... 


Fight Over North Carolina Governor's Race — The Intercept 
https://theintercept.com/.../gop-fraud-claims-in-north-carolina-governors-race-reflect-... ¥ 
Nov 23, 2016 - The accusations against Munn's group were initiated not by law enforcement but by a 
jocaj politician named McCrae Dowless, who hired a handwriting expert to... 
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NEWS STATES COURTHOUSES FORMS LOGIN 





First Name Last Name p Select State : 
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Mcrae Dowless Court Records Search in North Carolina 


DISCLAIMER: The North Carolina court records information accessible herein is derived from unofficial, publicly available 
sources, does not constitute the official court records of any case, may not be up to date, complete, or accurate, and should not 
be relied upon by any person or entity for any purpose. This site is a third-party commercial entity that is neither authorized by 
nor affiliated with the North Carolina Judiciary or the North Carolina Administrative Office of State Courts in any way. The North 
Carolina Judiciary and the North Carolina Administrative Office of State Courts have not endorsed, warranted, or otherwise 
validated any of North Carolina court records information available on this site. 


MCRAE DOWLESS MCRAE DOWLESS 


Record ID: 246980990 | Record ID: 247137205 


ID Case O1080BLADEN 1992CR Bf ID Case Number: 01080BLADEN 1997CR 
Number: 001991 ho 000853 
Last Name: DOWLESS Last Name: DOWLESS 
First Name: MCRAE First Name: MCRAE 
City: BLADENBORO ti DOB: a 
State: NC PS City: BLADENBORO 
Charges Filed 18/04/1992 | State: NC 
Date: 

Charges Filed 06/04/1997 
Offense Code: 5599 | Date: 
Offense FAILING TO PRODUCE | Offense Code: 1389 
Description: PROPER TITLE 

Offense ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 
Disposition 13/07/1992 7 Description: 
Date: . 

Disposition Date: VAP OAAOGT 





& BUY FULL REPOR® | 
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https ://public.courtrecords.org/people/mcrae+dowess +nc/ 1/3 
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- & BUYFULL REPORT 


Record ID: 286937646 
ID Case 01770ROBESON 1996CR 015010 
Number: 
Last Name: DOWLESS | 
First Name: MCRAE 
City: BLADENBORO 
State: NC : 
Charges 08/12/1996 
Filed Date: 
Offense 2655 
Code: 
Offense WORTHLESS CHECK CLOSED 
Description: ACCOUNT 0037977 : 
Dispositien 27/03/1997 
Date: 


NEWS 





STATES 


COURTHOUSES - 


FORMS LOGIN 


DISCLAIMER: Court records of Mcrae Dowless are public documents sourced from records made freely available by state and 


local offices, agencies, or departments, and are for informational purposes only. Becatise these records are sourced from third 


parties outside of our control, we cannot and do not guarantee that the information presented is current or accurate. For further 


information about Mcrae Dowless's legal status, or to confirm or correct this record, contact the relevant state or local office, 


agency, court, or department. All individuals are considered innocent until proven guilty, and publication of these records does 
not indicate that Mcrae Dowless has committed or been convinced of a criminal offense. The existence of these records and the 


information contained within them may not be used to determine Mcrae Dowless's eligibility for credit, employment, housing or 
other business transactions. If you believe any part of this record is incorrect, please review our Opt-Out/Data Removal Policy to 


learn how you'can correct and/or remove that information. 
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https://public.courtrecords.org/people/mcrae+dowless+nc/ 2/3 


* 


2/20/2019 3 Court Records for Mcrae Dowless found in NC - CourtRecords.org 


NEWS STATES | COURTHOUSES FORMS LOGIN | 


https://public.courtrecords.org/people/mcrae+dowless+nc/ 3/3 


RED DOME 15069 of 15153 


Term Sheet 
VICTORY BONUS 


Victory Bonu 
OMI will be paid a "Victory Bonus” by the CLIENT of $25,000, should Mark Harris 
be elected to the US House, with payment made by April 15", 2019. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto, by their respective and duly 
authorized agents have agreed to the terms hereof. 


CLIENT: 


OMI: 


Date: 
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Signature: 





Name: 





Title: 
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Counted Robeson Absentee Ballots by Precinct in Burton-Meoody Election 


ood Precinet Name rE eree ree Oup Total _ 
- Afoasvile | neianmsjorty [Buren [3 
| BackSwamp | Indianmajority || Burton |S. 
Britts| | Whitemajority |" Moody [3 
Burt Swamp -tndian majority | __Medy _1 9 . 
Fairmont 
Theta 
EHowellsville | White majority | Moody | 8|_ 21 
WHowellsville | Whiteplurality | Burton |_| 
Cuber aidge_[ White plurality [Burton [| a] 3 
i 
Lumberton 114 Saat a EE a] 
ee 
al 
ak | tte | Wem [woody [as] al as 
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pilRplR bE 
w)N /u ar on | 
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tetas Fepetaemits Fai | pvenagee 





ee 





19 | Maxton Black majority 
20—s| Orrum! White majority | 
24 | __—Parkton ihe | Mommy [lal 
22, |__N Pembroke 





23 S Pembroke Cormeen —sooay [ast 
24 Pasi nag [ ew [al af 
25 . 

26A é 

28 Indian majority | _ | 
29 aa Black majority | 
30 | Saddletree | Indian majority | 


















es eee rr per erEn | nites Bical | iis Fir | eres | i | Ae | A | OS 


















— B2A |. —StPau 
33 | Shannon | Indian majority | _ 
34 Indian majority | 
a | Indian majority | 
Smyrna _|_ Black plurality | 
Sterlings | White majority | 
Thompson | Indian majority | Moody 
Union | Indian majority | Burton 
| 40 | Whitehouse | White plurality | Burton 
| — 4 | Wisharts | | White majority | Moody 


Based on data provided by the State Board of Sfections 
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Robeson County Precincts - Party Turnout & Burton-Moody Vote 


Precinct #| Precinct Name’ | Burton% | Moody% | Total B/M GOP Voters | UA Voters.|Precinct # 








































1 Alfordsville | 53.32% 
2 BackSwamp | 60.42% 6.63% | 11.96% | 2 
3 pritts || 29.09% | 70.91% | 722 
4 Burnt Swamp | 45.99% 74.65% 8.34% | 17.01% | 4 
5A Fairmont | |C 49.89% 50.11% | 1782 | 78.37% \| 8.89% | 12.64% | 5A 
7 Gaddys | _ 53.43% 
8 _| East Howellsville |_29.72% 
West Howellsville| 51.52% 
10 [_Lumber Bridge | 52.23% 


11 Lumberton#1 | 30.58% | 69.42% | 2335 | 52.13% | 20.41% | 27.30% | 14 
11A | Lumberton#11A| 42.70% 62.95% | 13.50% | 23.39% | 411A 
Lumberton#2: | 64.15% 35.85% | 809 | 69.05% 10.32% | 20.51% | 12 
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13 Lumberton #3/ | (51.879 5] 48.13% 354 | (65.50% \| 10.76% | 23.51% | 13 | 
14 | Lumberton #4 | 
is | Lumberton #5! | 79.87% 
[46] | tumberton#e | 93.03% | 6.97% | 502 | 88.33% | 0.97% | 10.70% | 16 
17, | Lumberton#7 | 61.94% a 


| 38.06% | 155 | 77.11% | 9.04% | 13.86% | 17 
180 | a 15.48% | 28.57% | 18A 
46.92% 25.45% | 24.71% | 24 


North Pembroke | (59.62%) : 10.54% | 23.12% | 22 


10.43% | 18.45% |__23 


41.20% 






Lumberton,# 8, | | 


manor | ee |. 28.80% _ 








S[- 7.84% | 11.63% | 43 
11.01% | 15.34% | 20 





| 
| 

| 

| 

| 
68.65% | 14.42% | 16.48% | 24 | 
[25 | RaftSwamp | 50.74% | 49.26% | 609 | 69.33% | 9.86% | 20.50% | 25 | 
: | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 






3 | | 
4 Phi BE 407 
5 | 2 ts 
(76.21%) | 7.73% | 16.06% | 26A 
28 
29 i | |C67%36% 4 32.64% 723 3% | 8.05% | 11.05% 


a57% | 26.60% | _ 3 





3 





63 


[32a | sePaul's | 46.75% | 53.25% | 2009 | 57.13% | 21.46% | 21.08% | 324 

[33 [shannon | 56.89% | 43.21% [225 | 58.4i% | 12.39% | 29.20% | 33 

[45.05% | 54.95% | 455 | 63.16% 34 

5 Prospect _3 

36 

85.15% | 303 | 49.35% | 18.30% _37 
38 















Thompson | 40.10% | 59.90% | 202 | 63.59% | 12.14% | 24.27% 38 

39 Union | 63.50% | 36.50% | 611 | 73.36% | 11.68% | 14.95% 39 
a0 | Whitehouse | 50.19% | 49.81% | 267 | 68.77% | 10.04% | 20.82% 40 
| 58.31% | 12.79% | 28.76% | 41 


44 Wisharts © | 28.32% | 71.68% | 2356 
- 50.11% 49.89% 30697 66.63% 12.88% 20.31% 


Majority Dem 
Plurality Dem 


Based on data provided by the State Board of Elections 
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Anomalous Voiing in Bieden County 


Jon Harris <jenairi4 @gmail.com> Tue, Jun 7, 2016 at 11:04 PM 
To: Mark Hartis <mark.everetie. harris@ gmail.com> 
Cc: Beth Harris <elizabein_anne.baies. nams€@amall.com> 


Dac - 


i mentioned by iext nai things looked sirange coming cui of Dladen County Pye mken ancifier loox, and can confiim that ihe absenice by 
malt voies Icok very sirange. Ive attached a spreadshest summanzing ihe numbers. Here’s the gisi - Johnson got 4 signiticanily 
Gisproportionate share of an unusually hich number of absentes-by-mail voies. Obviously, you are not competing againsi Johnson 
anymore, oui the imegularity suggests perhaps where is a more systeMaiic emor, and given what you outperformed Pittenger in both eaily 
voting and on Election Day in Bladen County, # may De werih Invectigaiing. 


g 


in one stop voiing - here’s the Dreaxdown of the vores in Rlacen Coumy (according to the SBOE): 


Choice Jot! Votes Tots! Percent 
‘todd Jonnson cs 57.63% 
Wierk Haris 43 36, 44% 


ropert Pitenger 7 5.93% 


t 


=~ wy te rps ys joe omy ye ae, ~ an rc aa : ¢ ~ a? _— —\. 
S ihe Dbreaxcown of ine votes in Bladen County (according to the SSO}: 


Choice Flection Say Yores Stection Day % 


fodd Jonnson 226 33.94% 
Mark Harris 149 35.56% 
Robert Fihenger 44 10.50% 


SU 
YOYALS: ZS {S0.CC% 


= : _ 2 . ee ee > . ye ao ae re 
Now’, here's the breakdown of absentee Dy mail voies: 


Scat ) tS.- Aa 372 
GRoICS Absemes Bywiall Pai So 


ToGe Jonnson 214 98.47% 
Mark Harris & 4.638% 


aU 


ober Plienger’ 9 0.80% 


TOTALS: 2138 460.80% 


Moreover, there were onty SSS abseniee-py-mail Dallois cast in the entre district {as Or eiechion night according io the SBOE}. BSladen’s 218 
accounts ior about 22% of them. in conirasi, iS elecion day and one-siep young {537 votes) ascounis ior only 2% (yes, you read that right} 
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of the election dey and ome-sioD vouine casi ihroughoui the distich. Tris smacks of something gons awiv 
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it iS also woh mentioning io your jewvers that bassc on my S a 
disorovorsonately high number of black yoisFs irom inai county relative io omer countes' acsentee-py-mail Daliots and throughout the early 
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flection Law 


Jom Haivis <jeham4@gmail.com> 


10: Mark Harris <mark.evereue. narris@ gmail.com> 


See below. Speciiic provision ts nignichred. 
S$ 3$3-226.3. Certain acts dee 


(2) Any person ae i 


theres declared in this section io 


of 


227 


wee 


._ >= 


(S) FOr any 
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~ ee 


Cd 


2 dbaies Nemis@ameil.cc 


i person to take § 
ections the absentee ballot of an a. yolex, provided, however 
r relative or the voter's yenfiabie le 


iarTes TSionies 


guilty of a Class lielony. lt shail be unlawsi: 


Lat 
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inie that person's possession for delivery io 2 
that 


VFL, 
egal Guardian; 


Or for re 
this prohibition shall not oan 


Fri, Aor 7, 2017 at 8:56 AM 


, 2h cOnnecvon with absentee votns in any pigenee held im this State, do any of the acts or 
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va 19 @ coun 


ee 7% - » so . v 
oh, AD: 7, 2017 229721 AM 
re, Apr 7, 2077 ef 2:52 AM 
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John Harris <jenani4 @gmail.com> Fri, Aor 7, 2017 at 9:54 AM 
‘tO: “Mark &. Harris* <mark.evereite. haris@gmail.com> 
Cc: Bein Harris welizebeih.anne.paies nams Same. com> 


Good iesi is if you're comicriabie with tre TuE process he uses being croeaccesi on ihe news. 


it's a legal gray area as to whai taking imto possession ior Celivery tc ins Beard cf Elections means. Teking it yoursef and popping itina 
big PO mailbox is ateiony. Welking the person io thelr mailbox propebiyisnt Waixing the pallot from somecne’s iront door io their mailbox 
ai their request - tough cali. 

But it in the last race, i was RP insiead of Jonnson who nad done Mis, | would have sirongiy advecazed going io the press with ihe analysis 
of ine numbers (22% of absenies ballois versus 2% of other ballots} as well as Investigated some of ihe voters personally ic decide 
whether io reer he case to ine DA. Sol think you should be creoersd for he seme. 


Mark & Harris <maric.eversite naris@ gmail.com> Si, Aor 7, 2017 at 10:09 AM 
Fo: John hems gehern4@gmail.com> 
Cc: Sein Haitis <clizabeth.enne. bates. naris@amail.com> : 


ft nenks so much. 


Sent rom my Prone 


: 
Peratean tee Risse 
PVLUOIEG (Oak HOC! 


Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 27255, 
Raleigh, NC 27611 


(919) 814-0700 or 


STATE BOARD OF SLECTIONG (866) 522-4723 


Fax: (919) 715-0135 





VIA EMAIL 


John Branch 
for Mark Harris for Congress Committee 


February 21, 2019 


Re: New production of records previously not produced _ under the State 
Board’s subpoena to the Mark Harris for Congress Committee dated 
December 1, 2018 and February 6, 2019. 


Mr. Branch: 


Last night, ahead of the fourth day of testimony in the evidentiary hearing on 
your case, counsel for the State Board received a new production from the Mark 
Harris for Congress Committee (the “Committee”). New records were provided 
days after you had confirmed in writing that you had already produced “all 
responsive, non-objectionable” documents in response to the State Board’s 
subpoenas.” 


The Committee’s prior representation was “mistaken,” according to your email, 
because your “supplements were responding to the Board’s supplemental 
request and not the entirety of the subpoena.” I assume you are referring to 
the January 15 letter captioned, “Request for clarification regarding 
productions under the State Board subpoena to Mark Harris for Congress 
Committee dated December 1, 2018” (enclosed), and to which the Committee 
responded with documents on February 8. 


To be clear, there was no supplemental subpoena. The terms of the State 
Board’s two subpoenas to the Committee, issued December 1, 2018 and then 


on February 6, 2019 under the new Chair’s signature, were identical in scope. 
Both clearly included all documents related to “Leslie McCrae Dowless, Jr.” 
and “Absentee ballots and absentee ballot request forms” from January 1, 2016 
through December 1, 2018 in the possession of the Committee. 


Based on your communication from last night, you represent that you only 
conducted “additional searches of documents, emails, and texts between March 
1, 2017 and July 4, 2017 using the terms ‘absentee’, ‘ballot’, and different 
iterations of ‘McCrae’ and ‘Dowless” yesterday afternoon. 


My letter of January 15, did not modify any term of the subpoena. Rather, it 
informed the Committee of our Agency’s view that in effort to shield 
communications prior to July 2017 the filing of certain statements with the 
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Federal Elections Commission—was not supported by law. Records of 
exploratory activity may become records of a committee once formed. Further, 
the subpoena called for production of records within the Committee’s 
possession, whatever entity may have been the “author” of those records. 


The Committee on February 8 specifically stated that “Text messages with 
variations of “McCrae”: all prior to July 3, 2017” was included in its search. 
And yet we were only provided the following last night, among other 
documents: 


From: "Mark Harris” <+11 7046191 156> 
To: "Marion Warren” <+19105230472> 
Sent: 08 Mar 2017 47:44:32 

Subject: No Subject 


Hey Bro Manon....it’s Mark Hartis....hope you are well! | wanted to circle back with you per our phone 
conversation last week. On the HB186 front, | have had several really good conversations with several 
legislators and with some folks lobbying on this issue.. | am stil trying to feel my way as to what the 
conclusion will be, but sense it is really bogged down at the moment. 


On the other issue of your gracious offer io meet me in Bladen County and spend a day connecting me to 
the "key people” that can help me carry that part of the county in a future US House NC-9 race.....| 
wanted to see if you would be able to spend the day on Friday, March 25 with me down there. You know 
the poiftical and financial connections better than anyone else | wouid know, including the guy whose 
absentee baliot project for Johnson could have put me in the US House this term, had | known, and he 
had been helping us. Anyway, let me know your thoughts and # that date would work for you. Thanks so 
much Manion for all your prayers and support as Beth and | come to some major decisions in our journey! 


Marx 





The timing of your disclosure raises significant and material concerns 
regarding the Committee’s compliance and candor prior to, and now during, 
the hearing. Minutes ahead of the testimony of Dr. Mark Harris’ son—and only 
after you understood that the State possessed certain documents in his 
possession—you stated to Agency counsel that the Committee had failed to 
produce certain correspondence. The explanation at that time for having 
withheld those documents was that your query of search had been incomplete. 
The testimony immediately following the Committee’s disclosure strongly 
suggests that explanation was not accurate. 


Sincerely, 


ee 


Josh Lawson 
General Counsel 


Encl: Records of Committee correspondence 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA N.C. BIPARTISAN STATE BOARD OF 


COUNTY OF WAKE ELECTIONS & ETHICS ENFORCEMENT 
SUBPOENA 
(N.C. Gen. Stat. §163A~-4) 
In Re: North Carolina General Election ) __. To appear in Person 
of 2018 ) _X_ To produce papers, books, records 
) or other evidence 
TO: 


Mark Harris for Congress Committee 
c/o Mr. Robert D. Lyerly, Jr., Treasurer 
Name of Person Being Served 

227 West Trade Street 

Street address/post office box 

Charlotte, NC 28202 
City/State/Zip/Telephone 


YOU ARE COMMANDED TO: | 
Appear for testimony in above-entitled hearing at the place, date, and time shown below. 
_xX Produce the following items at the place, date and time indicated below: 


SEE ATTACHMENT FOR ITEMS TO BE PRODUCED AND OTHER INFORMATION 


Failure to appear and/or produce the subpoenaed material may lead to up to 30 days 
imprisonment upon the order of the Chair of the North Carolina Bipartisan Staite Board of 
Elections & Ethics Enforcement (N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163A-744). 


Location of Appearance/Production: Agency Issuing Subpoena: 

North Carolina Bipartisan State Board of North Carolina Bipartisan State Board of 
Elections & Ethics Enforcement Elections & Ethics Enforcement 

430 N. Salisbury Street P.O; Box 2/255 

Raleigh, NC 27603 Raleigh, NC 27611 


legal@ncsbe.gov (919) 814-0755 








Date and Time to Appear/Produce: -Issued’o on the « day-of “f “Dee , 2018, by 
December 7, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. the North Carolina Bipartisan S State Board . 
[X] If this box is marked, you may, in lieu of : of if Hlections AE Ethics Enfor« cement, 
appearing at the date and time above, ce a Spe 

produce the subpoenaed materials to the SON yA ae We” oes 
person serving this subpoena. “anh a Penny; Chair 
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RETURN OF SERVICE 
I certify that this subpoena was received and served as follows: 


By delivering a copy of this subpoena to the person named 
Date served Time Served __ 


By registered or certified mail, return receipt requested on the person named 
Date Mailed 


Subpoenaed party accepted service by other method, as follows: 
Counsel for the Committee, Roger Knight, confirmed acceptance by email 


-at 12:37 p.m. on December 3, 2018. 
This subpoena was NOT served for the following reasons: 


Signature of Authorized Server 
___ (Date received by authorized server) 


ATTACHMENT TO SUBPOENA MARK HARRIS FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE 


All documents, including documents in electronic form, relating to: 





Documents to be produced include, but are not limited to, contracts, agreements, invoices, checks, 
proposals, reports, letters, emails, text messages, voicemails, and other correspondence. The time period 
of the records request is January 1, 2016, to the present. 


Documents existing only in electronic format may be produced in electronic format. Originals of 
documents existing in paper format must be produced. 


This subpoena is issued pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 163A-4A. The provisions of N.C.G.S. §§ 163A-1391 and 
163A-1447 are expressly made inapplicable to this subpoena. Compliance with this subpoena does not 
confer any kind of immunity on any person or entity. Any documents or other material produced in 
response to this subpoena may be used in any administrative, civil, or criminal proceeding against the 
party or parties producing the material, and may be used to find other evidence that can be used in any 
administrative, civil, or criminal proceeding against the party or parties producing the material. 


If any person or entity involved in complying with this subpoena intends to invoke any privilege against 
self-incrimination with respect to the material produced in response to this subpoena, under the Fifth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or any other provision of law, including with respect to the act of 
production of such material, such person or entity must notify Chief Investigator Joan Fleming, in writing 
at joan. fleming‘@incesbe. gov. of such invocation of privilege prior to producing material in response to this 
subpoena. Otherwise, that person or entity shall be deemed to have waived such privilege. If such notice 
is given, then the persons and entities in possession of any material responsive to this subpoena are 
directed to preserve al] such documents and other material until further notice. 





STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA N.C. STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
COUNTY OF WAKE 


SUBPOENA 
(N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-23) 
In Re: Investigation of election | ) To appear in Person 
irregularities affecting counties within the __) X _ To produce papers, books, 
9" Congressional District ) records or other evidence 
TO: 


Mark Harris for Congress Committee 
c/o Mr. Robert D. Lyerly, Jr., Treasurer 
Name of Person Being Served 

227 West Trade Street 

Street address/post office box 

Charlotte, NC 28202 
City/State/Zip/Telephone 


YOU ARE COMMANDED TO: 
Appear for testimony in above-entitled hearing at the place, date, and trme shown below. 
X — Produce the following items at the place, date and time indicated below: 


er napa 


SEE ATTACHMENT FOR ITEMS TO BE PRODUCED AND OTHER INFORMATION 


Failure to appear and/or produce the subpoenaed material may lead to up to 30 days 
imprisonment upon the order of the Chair of the North Carolina State Board of Elections (N.C. 
Gen. Stat. § 163-24). 


Location of Appearance/Production: Agency Issuing Subpoena: 
North Carolina State Board of Elections North Carolina State Board of Elections 
430 N. Salisbury Street P.O. Box 27255 
Raleigh, NC 27603 Raleigh, NC 27611 
legal@ncsbe.gov (919) 814-0700 
Date and Time to Appear/Produce: Issued on the 6 day of February 2019 by the 
February 12, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. North Carolina State Board of Elections. 


[X] If this box is marked, you may, in lieu 
of appearing at the date and time above, 


> ? 
produce the subpoenaed materials to the ee pA, ee if us a, 
person serving this subpoena. / | Lae tie f 9 I Ae fo 


Robert Cordle, Chair 


ATTACHMENT TO SUBPOENA MARK HARRIS FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE 


All documents, including documents 1n electronic form, relating to: 























Documents to be produced include, but are not limited to, contracts, agreements, invoices, checks, 
proposals, reports, letters, emails, text messages, voicemails, and other correspondence. The time period 
of the records request 1s January 1, 2016 through December 1, 2018. 


All documents must be produced in unredacted form, unless the committee 1s claiming a lawful privilege 
protecting portions of documents. A privilege log 1s required for any claims of privilege, providing 
descriptions of the redacted or withheld documents sufficient to demonstrate why each withheld 
document or redacted portion is privileged. Documents existing only in electronic format may be 
produced in electronic format. Originals of documents existing 1n paper format must be produced. 


This subpoena is issued pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 163-23. The provisions of N.C.G.S. §§ 163-277 and 163- 
278.29 are expressly made inapplicable to this subpoena. Compliance with this subpoena does not confer 
any kind of immunity on any person or entity. Any documents or other material produced in response to 
this subpoena may be used in any administrative, civil, or criminal proceeding against the party or parties 
producing the material, and may be used to find other evidence that can be used in any administrative, 
civil, or criminal proceeding against the party or parties producing the material. 


If any person or entity involved in complying with this subpoena intends to invoke any privilege against 
self-incrimination with respect to the material produced in response to this subpoena, under the Fifth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or any other provision of law, including with respect to the act of 
production of such material, such person or entity must notify Chief Investigator Joan Fleming, 1n writing 
at joan.fleming@ncsbe.gov of such invocation of privilege prior to producing material in response to this 
subpoena. Otherwise, that person or entity shall be deemed to have waived such privilege. If such notice 


CO 


is given, then the persons and entities in possession of any material responsive to this subpoena are 
directed to preserve all such documents and other material until further notice. 
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December 4, 2018 
(Via Hmail Only) 
joshua. lawson@nesbe.vov;: john. bruce@ncshe gov, 





Joshua Lawson, Esq. 
General Counsel 


John Bruce, Esq. 
Deputy General Counsel, Investigations 


N.C. Bipartisan State Board of Elections 
and Ethics Enforcement 

P.O. Box 27255 

Raleigh, N.C. 27611 


Re: Inve’ North Carolina General Election of 2018 
Subpoena to Mark Harris for Congress Committee 


Mr. Lawson and Mr. Bruce, 


My firm, Shanahan McDougal, PLLC (“SM”) has been retained along with Roger W. 
Knight P.A. to represent the Mark Harris for Congress Committee (the “Committee”) 
regarding the Subpoena dated December 1, 2018, (the “Subpoena”) issued by the North 
Carolina Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement (the “State Board”) 
regarding Jn re: North Carolina General Election of 2018. 


The Committee intends to fully comply with the investigation and produce the 
responsive documents requested; however, we seek clarification from the State Board 
regarding the scope of the Subpoena so that we are able to get you the most relevant 
information as quickly as possible. The Subpoena makes vague requests for documents 
“relating to” various “activities” undertaken by and on behalf of the Committee. These 
requests provide little guidance on the types of documents the State Board is seeking. 
Currently, our only understanding of the scope of the investigation is from media reports, 
and the Subpoena seeks documents well beyond the scope of such reports. Accordingly, the 
Committee generally objects to the Subpoena on the basis that it is overly broad and does not 
allow adequate time to respond. A mutual understanding of the scope of the Subpoena, 
including the types of documents requested, is critical to a prompt production of documents 
and efficient, timely investigation by the State Board, and we would appreciate the State 
Board facilitating that process by immediately clarifying the scope of its inquiry. 


128 BE. HARGETT STREET, THIRD FLOOR (919} 856-9494 * 1-866 392 1962 7501 FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD, SUITE 200 


RALEIGH, NC 27601 www.ShanahanMcDougal.com RALEIGH, NC 27615 
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N.C. Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
December 4, 2018 
Page 2 of 3 


We also have questions regarding the rules and processes that might apply to the 
Subpoena. Based on the statutory authority invoked by the State Board, it is unclear what 
the State Board’s position is as to which rules apply to this Subpoena. For example, does the 
Subpoena need to comply with Rule 45 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, or is 
the State Board’s authority to compel compliance with the Subpoena under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
163A-4 without any procedural restrictions beyond those the State Board sets itself? Is this 
a “contested case” to which the North Carolina Administrative Procedure Act would apply? 
While we would assume that the rules governing subpoenas under the North Carolina Rules 
of Civil Procedure would apply, we would appreciate the State Board’s clarification on which 
rules to follow in responding to the Subpoena. 


Further, the Subpoena requests documents from January 1, 2016 through the present. 
Please note that the Committee did not exist until it filed its Statement of Organization with 
the Federal! Election Commission on or about July 4, 2017. The Committee will have few, if 
any, documents to produce for dates prior to its organization. 


Since receiving the Subpoena, the Committee has begun the process of analyzing the 
scope of the Subpoena, identifying custodians of potentially responsive records, and obtaining 
those records which may be in the Committee’s possession, custody, and control for review 
and eventual production, if appropriate. As you can imagine, this is a lengthy process 
involving a substantial volume of documents. The Subpoena purports to give the Committee 
six (6) days to respond, to and including December 7, 2018. Given the broad nature of the 
Subpoena, the Committee will almost certainly require additional time to produce responsive 
documents. 


To that end, we would appreciate an opportunity to hold a meet and confer call with 
you tomorrow, December 5, 2018, to discuss the scope of the Subpoena and determine 
mutually agreeable, reasonable timelines for document production, which may include 
production on a rolling basis. 


As stated earlier, the Committee intends to produce documents responsive to the 
Subpoena, and to do so in a timely manner such that the State Board can conduct its 
investigation posthaste. We would appreciate the State Board’s clarification and consultation 
on the points discussed herein to facilitate this process. 


Nothing in this correspondence is intended to prejudice any and all rights available 
to the Committee, which are expressly reserved. 


N.C. Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
December 4, 2018 
Page 8 of 8 


Sincerely, 
SHANAHAN McDOUGAL, PLLC 


i 7 vy ae 
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‘ohn EB. Branch, ii 
JEB/njp 





From: Lawson, Joshua 


Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2018 2:29 PM 

To: Nate Pencook; John Branch 

Cc: Roger Knight; Bruce, John; Love, Katelyn; SBOE_Grp ~ Legal 
Subject: RE: [External] In re: North Carolina General Election of 2018 
Nate, 


I am just dropping a note as a courtesy in your search process to indicate that we are aware of the 
following email addresses for Mr. Harris 


Josh Lawson { General Counsel fe ys @PT} | 
0: 919 814-0755 £919 7150135 saaN@RTH CAROLINA 
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From: Lawson, Joshua 

Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2018 9:02 PM 

To: Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 
Cc: Roger Knight <roger@rogerknightlaw.com>; Bruce, John <John.Bruce@ncsbe.gov>; Love, Katelyn 
<Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; SBOE_Grp Legal <Legal@ncsbe.gov> 

Subject: Re: [External] In re: North Carolina General Election of 2018 


Nate, 


Thank you for your email. Your characterization of our conversation earlier this afternoon requires some 
clarification. We agreed to generate preliminary search terms to aid the production of responsive 
documents on a priority basis. We emphasized, however, that the initial list of search terms would not, 
and could not, limit the scope of the subpoena, which was issued by the State Board, not by staff. The 
preliminary list is non-exclusive and does not relieve you of the duty to produce documents that are 
otherwise responsive, but which may not incorporate those search terms. 


We agreed also that you would provide responsive documents that would include aliases or variations for 
individuals identified or terms suggested in cases where the Committee is aware of or suspects that such 


aliases or variations were utilized to describe the individual or subject. 


As agreed, find a preliminary set of search terms below: 


As to Subpoena Attachment Section (A): 


Individuals 


Suggested term variations 


(see Note) 


Subject Matter 


As to Subpoena Attachment Section (B): 


Individuals 


Subject Matter 






Suggested term variations 
(see Note) 


Suggested term variations 
(see Note) 


(see above) 


As to Subpoena Attachment Section (C): 


Subject Matter Suggested term variations 
(see Note) 


As to Subpoena Attachment Section (D): 


As to Subpoena Attachment Section (B): 


Subject Matter Suggested term variations 
(see Note) 





As to Subpoena Attachment Sections (F) and (G): 


Subject Matter Suggested term variations 
(see Note) 








*NOTE: Listed individuals are in addition to any alias(es) known to the Committee or agents, as 
discussed on our call on the afternoon of December 5. Suggested term variations are in addition to any 
and all other terms known to the Committee to describe the subject matter, as outlined in the 
correspondence above. 


From: Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 5, 2018 2:49 PM 


To: Lawson, Joshua; John Branch 
Cc: Roger Knight; Bruce, John; Love, Katelyn; SBOE_Grp - Legal 
Subject: RE: [External] In re: North Carolina General Election of 2018 





Josh, 


Thank you for taking the time today to speak with us. The purpose of the call was twofold: (1) following up on 
our correspondence in which we indicated that we had various concerns regarding the scope of the Subpoena, 
we sought clarification and tailoring of the requests, and {2} discussing the timing of our response. To 
summarize, we mutuaily suggested proposing search queries to aid in clarifying the scope of the Subpoena 

and facilitate the timely and efficient production of those responsive documents. You agreed to give us a list of 
those queries to search through potential sources of responsive documents in our possession, custody, or 
control, which you told us you would do today. We agreed to produce responsive documents, if any, on a 
rolling basis. We look forward to receiving your list of search terms today, and will begin running the queries 
on the sources of responsive documents we locate as soon as possible. 


Thanks, 


Nate Pencook | Associate 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 


ne 


Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 

Kmail: npencook@shanahanmcdougal.com ( 

Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this 
email. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are 
confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to 
whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message 
is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If 
you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and purge the 
message you received. Do not forward this message without permission. 


From: Lawson, Joshua [mailto:joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov] 

Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2018 11:28 AM 

To: Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; John Bpanch< <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 
Cc: Roger Knight <roger@rogerknightlaw.com>; Bruce, John <John.Bruce@ncsbe.gov>; Love, Katelyn 
<Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; SBOE_Grp - Legal <Legal@ncsbe.gov> 

Subject: RE: [External] In re: North Carolina General Election of 2018 


Nate, 


We are good for 2 p.m., if that works for you. Please notify us as soon as possible if things 
change. 


Josh Lawson . General Counsel & a 
0: 919-814 0755 1 F919-7150135 & Be 3N@RTH CAROLINA 
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P.S. My prior correspondence contained a typo: October 4, rather than December 4. It is 
corrected in the below chain. 


From: Nate Pencook [mailto:NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2018 11:18 AM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov>; John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 
Cc: Roger Knight <roger@rogerknightlaw.com>; Bruce, John <John.Bruce@ncsbe.gov>; Love, Katelyn 
<Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; SBOE_Grp - Legal <Legal@ncsbe.gov> 

Subject: RE: [External] In re: North Carolina General Election of 2018 





Josh, 


Thank you for your prompt response to our letter. We can discuss all of the issues raised in your email on 
today’s call. We would tentatively suggest 2:00 p.m. as the time for the conference call, although we would 
appreciate your flexibility in the event that we need to push to a later time. 


The conference call dial-in information is as follows: 


Phone number: (781) 448-4024 





Please let us know if 2pm works for you. We look forward to speaking soon. 


Thanks, 


Nate Pencook | Associate 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: npencook@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this 
email. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are 
confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to 
whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message 
is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If 
you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and purge the 
message you received. Do not forward this message without permission. 


From: Lawson, Joshua [mailto:joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov 

Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2018 10:13 AM 

To: John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 

Cc: Roger Knight <roger@rogerknightlaw.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Bruce, 
John <John.Bruce @ncsbe.gov>; Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; SBOE_Grp - Legal 


<Legal@ncsbe.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] In re: North Carolina General Election of 2018 


Good morning, John. 


Thank you for your letter of yesterday evening, December 4. We would welcome a meeting or 
telephone conference today to discuss your concerns regarding compliance with the subpoena. 


With regard to your question about procedural rules, our view is that this subpoena, issued 
pursuant to G.S. § 163A-4(a), is not governed by the N.C. Rules of Civil Procedure or the 
Administrative Procedures Act (the “APA”). 


Rule 1 of N.C. Rules of Civil Procedure limits the scope of those rules to superior court, district 
court, and the industrial commission. 


As to the APA, G.S. 150B-38(a) applies those procedural rules to the Bipartisan State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement only “in the administration of any investigation or audit under 
the provisions of Article 23 of Chapter 163A” (campaign finance). The proceeding giving rise to 
this subpoena deals with the administration of Article 20 (Conduct of Primaries and Elections), 
Article 21 (Absentee Voting) and Article 22 (Regulation of Election Campaigns—Corrupt 
Practices and Other Offenses Against the Elective Franchise), and not with Article 23. 


Having said that, if you have specific concerns about the subpoena that you would raise if the 
subpoena was governed by the civil rules or the APA, we would be happy to discuss those and to 
try to address them as a matter of courtesy, subject to your understanding that the subpoenas 
arise form a separate statutory framework. 


Your letter contains a general reservation of rights to contest issues regarding the 

subpoena. Please advise us immediately if this is intended to include any challenge to the 
method of service or any other particularize aspect of the subpoena. Based on Roger Knight’s 
email correspondence with us, we understand that the Harris Committee has accepted service of 
the subpoena and will not contest that issue. If that is not the case, please advise us 
immediately so that we can effect personal service. 


Please ensure your response to this and any other correspondence includes legal@ncsbe.gov. 


Sincerely, 


Josh Lawson : General Counsel aS = 
0: 919 814 0755 | £919 715 0135 pu yaN@RTH CAROLINA 
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From: Nate Pencook [mailto:NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2018 5:20 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov>; Bruce, John <John.Bruce@ncsbe.gov> 

Ce: John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Roger Knight <roger@rogerknightlaw.com> 


Subject: [External] In re: North Carolina General Election of 2018 





Josh and John, 


Please see the attached correspondence from John Branch related to the Subpoena served on Mark Harris for 
Congress Committee. 


Thanks, 


Nate Pencook | Associate 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Hmail: npencook@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 280 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this 
email. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are 
confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to 
whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message 
is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If 
you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and purge the 
message you received. Do not forward this message without permission. 


Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 27255, 
Raleigh, NC 27611 


(919) 814-0700 or 
(866) 522-4723 


Fax: (919) 715-0135 





VIA EMAIL 


John Branch 
for Mark Harris for Congress Committee 


January 15, 2019 


Re: Request for clarification regarding productions under the State Board subpoena to 
Mark Harris for Congress Committee dated December 1, 2018 (the “Subpoena’’). 


Dear John: 


Thank you for your team’s effort to compile, review, and produce records responsive to 
the above-referenced Subpoena. On various occasions, you communicated that production 
under the Subpoena included only records after July 4, 2017. The reason, as I understand 
it, was that the Mark Harris for Congress Committee (the “Committee’’) did not file its 
Statement of Organization until that time. J write seeking further clarification regarding 
that position. 


As you know, certain obligations attach prior to a committee’s registration with the Federal 
Elections Commission, including responsibilities affecting records-keeping.' Our agency 
has obtained documents suggesting expenditures were made prior to the Committee’s filing 
in July 2017, and documents indicate certain contractual terms had been established prior 
to the Statement of Organization.” It is our belief, certainly, that there has been no effort 
to make expenditures contrary to applicable requirements, and it would seem such 
permissible expenditures—made either while “testing the waters” or early in the 
campaign—created obligations that transferred to the entity lawfully permitted to bind the 
future campaign: the Committee. 


When records are within the possession of the Committee, even if those records predate 
the Committee’s initial filings, it 1s unclear on what basis those records should be withheld. 
J appreciate your review of the above and any further light you may shed on the 
Committee’s position. 


—~—n Sf 
Josh Lawson 


General Counsel 


| See e.g. 11 C.F.R. §§ 101.3 and 100.131. 
> See 11 C.F.R § 100.112. 





From: Lawson, Joshua 


Cc: ‘Steven B. Long’; 'roger@rogerknightlaw.com’; ‘Alex C. Dale’; ‘Nate Pencook’; ‘Andrew Brown’; Love, 


Sent: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 5:33 PM 
To: ‘John Branch’ 
Katelyn 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 
Attachments: Correspondence_2019-1-15_Committee.pdf 
John, 


Attached, please find a follow-up question regarding Committee records production. Thanks in advance 


for your review. 


Sincerely, 


Josh Lawson : General Counsel AEN eas 
0: 919-814 0755  f9ie-7is0135 Wos)NORTH CAROLINA 


From: Lawson, Joshua 
Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2019 11:39 AM 
To: John Branch’ <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 


STATE AQARD OF SLECTIONS 


Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov> 


Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee Production of Emails 


Thank you for your confirmation, John. 


Best, 


VYSOTE 


Josh Lawson : General Counsel > 
0: 919 814 0755 ; £ 919-715 0135 yore), HORT CAROLINA 


From: John Branch [mailto:JBranch@shanahanmcdougai.com 
Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2019 10:41 AM 


~ To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov> 
Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougai.com>; Andrew Brown 





"BOARD OF BLECTIONS 





<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love @ncsbe.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee Production of Emails 





Thanks Josh. Per our email, we've run the queries and believe that we have complied with the 


subpoena. Thus, we don’t anticipate another production. 
Best regards, 


John 


Jdohn &. Branch ill | Partner 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Hmail: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was addressed. 
Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no 
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 


please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not forward this message 
without permission. 


From: Lawson, Joshua [mailto:ioshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2019 9:04 AM 

To: John Branch . 

Cc: Steven B. Long; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale; Nate Pencook; Andrew Brown; Love, Katelyn 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 


Good morning, John. 


We appreciate your team’s efforts this week. I am seeking to confirm whether Tuesday’s production did 


in fact contain the balance of responsive text messages, based on the Committee’s review. (Your email 
indicated this may be the case). 


Additionally, are you able to confirm whether the Committee anticipates any further productions under 
the subpoena, or do the three productions conclude things? 


Thank you in advance for your review. 


Sincerely, 


Josh Lawson : General Counsel 4 Ti | | 
0: 919-814-0755 | £919-715-0135 WOE) NORTH CAROLINA 


NEY STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 


From: John Branch [mai!to:JBranch@shanahanmcdcugai.com 

Sent: Tuesday, January 08, 2019 5:00 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <ioshua.iawson@ncsbe.gov> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLonzg@wardandsmith.com>; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@snanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 


<ABrown@shanahanmcdoigal.com>; Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee Production of Emails 
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Thanks Josh. Similar to our production on Sunday, please find below information that will allow you to 
download approximately 3,850 documents. These should be the balance of text messages in the 
Committee’s possession, custody, or control which are responsive to the Subpoena. Per our earlier 
conversations, since the Committee was not formed until July 4, 2017, the dates of the documents we are 
producing are from July 4, 2017 until December 1, 2018 (the date of the Subpoena). 


Password: a 


Please note that we have no redacted any information from these documents. 





Let me know if you have any questions. 


Best regards, 


John Branch 


John EH. Branch ill | Partner 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was addressed. 
Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no 
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not forward this message 
without permission. 


From: Lawson, Joshua {[mailto:ioshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov 

Sent: Tuesday, January 08, 2019 9:57 AM 

To: John Branch 

Cc: Steven B. Long; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale; Nate Pencook; Andrew Brown; Love, Katelyn 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee Production of Emails 





John, 


This email confirms our phone discussion yesterday evening: Staff understands text productions may 
include sensitive telephone numbers, and staff does not intent to release same publicly. Assurances are, 
of course, subject to the clarifications listed in my email yesterday (below), given the absence of seated 
board members. 


We appreciate your ongoing efforts to produce responsive records for review by our investigators. 


Sincerely, 


Josh Lawson ; General Counsel /@™) 4 ORT 
0:919 814 0755 | £919-715.0135 Woe) NORTH CAROLINA 


From: Lawson, Joshua 

Sent: Monday, January 07, 2019 11:08 AM 

To: ‘John Branch’ <JBranch@shanahanmcdsugail.com> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; roger@rogerknightiaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanananmcdougal.com>; Katelyn R. Love (Katelvn.Love@ncsbe.gov) <Katelvn.Love@ncsbe.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee Production of Emails 











John, 


This email confirms receipt of your email of yesterday evening (Jan. 6). Thank you for describing your collection and 
review efforts associated with the subpoena. Agency staff believes it necessary to clarify the characterization in your 
email regarding attempts to constrain this agency’s use of responsive documents. 


The agency has not accessed the linked files but will do so at 1 p.m. today. 

It is not necessarily true that the “documents are not subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act, or for any other 
reason, unless staff or the Board seeks to utilize them at the hearing of this matter.” For some time, this agency has relied 
on a 2013 memorandum from counsel at the Attorney General’s Office permitting our withholding of records under the 
so-called “criminal investigation” exception of the Public Records Act. The exception is permissive— allowing but not 
requiring the agency to withhold documents—not compulsory. As to “any other reason” for disclosure of documents, an 
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array of scenarios could trigger the agency’s release, including efforts to comply with a subpoena, court order, or the 
request of Congress, for example. The agency will evaluate scenarios as they may arise, but it is not authorized to 
guarantee a Board hearing is the exclusive venue for possible release. 


Director Strach noted Thursday (Jan. 3) that staffis unable to bind a Board regarding use of the documents. While 
constituted, the Board chair directed disclosure under processes distinct from ordinary practice. See, e.g., Letter to Strach, 
Dec. 3, 2018. A Board could announce procedures to govern the disposition of objections. See Order of Proceedings at 95 - 
(“written objections shall be deemed under the State Board’s advisement once filed, and any objection not specifically 
sustained shall be deemed denied”). Staff cannot, therefore, guarantee that the Board will not disclose documents, nor can 
staff guarantee that a future chair or members will call a meeting. As indicated by Director Strach, staff will make the 
Board aware of any particular objections to documents. 


Thank you for maintaining open channels of communication on this and other issues. 


Josh Lawson | General Counsel aS , 
0: 919-814 0755 | f:919-715-0135 age Ee A ae 





From: John Branch [mailto:JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 

Sent: Sunday, January 06, 2019 10:04 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe .zov> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; roger @rogerknighilaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@ shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 


<ABrown@shanahanmcd ougail.com> 
Subject: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 
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This follows up on our previous letter dated December 4, 2018 and our numerous discussions 
regarding the December 1, 2018 Subpoena (the “Subpoena”) issued by the N.C. Bipartisan State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement (the “Board”) to the Mark Harris for Congress Committee (the 
“Committee”). As stated in our December 4, 2018 letter, the Committee intends to comply with the 
investigation and to produce responsive documents as timely as possible. To that end, the Committee 
engaged in the following efforts to identify and produce responsive, non-privileged documents: 


* * * * 
dl NON recelIpL O ILe lOpoe De we uSeda = , "Dare Si hsco ary Drm O Wave 





iven the date range identihed in the Subpoena, our initial dataset was 1n excess 0 
),00C iocuments. 


e On December 5, 2018, after discussions between your office and mine about concerns we had with 

regard to the scope of the Subpoena, you provided a list of more than a hundred search terms (the 

ueries”) your office suggested that we run against the documents. We sought to do so in house, 

but ultimately due to the time constraints the Board sought to impose on us we utilized the third- 

party eDiscovery firm to run the Queries against the documents and do an initial review of the hits 

for, e.g., responsiveness and privilege. We thereafter conducted quality control on the responsive 
documents and prepared this batch for production. 


Accordingly, please find below information that will allow you to download approximately 1,837 
documents. These should be the balance of emails in Committee’s possession, custody, or control which are 
responsive to the Subpoena. Per our earlier conversations, since the Committee was not formed until July 
4, 2017, the dates of the documents we are producing are from July 4, 2017 until December 1, 2018 (the 
date of the Subpoena). 


These documents are confidential and are being produced solely in connection with the Board’s 
investigation of purported 2018 election irregularities, which we understand has a criminal aspect to it. 
These documents are responsive to the Subpoena, and we are producing them without waiving our right to 
contest, e.g., the validity Subpoena itself, its scope, and the time constraints which the Board sought to 
impose on the Committee. As such, it is our understanding that these documents are not subject to 
disclosure under the Public Records Act, or for any other reason, unless staff or the Board seeks to utilize 
them at the hearing of this matter. Per the conversation between David Freedman and Kim Strach last 
week, it is our understanding that, prior to the Board or staff seeking to publicly disclose any of the 
documents we have produced, are producing, or will produce pursuant to the investigation, the Committee 
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will be given notice and an opportunity to be heard on any objections to the disclosure of the documents 
since, once documents are made public, it is not something that can be undone. 


The information for the document production is below. Let me know if you have any questions. 


Please click on the following link to download the attachments: 








Password: fe 
Best regards, 


John Branch 


John HK. Branch ill | Partner 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856 9494 
Kmail: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was 
addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message is prohibited. The 
sender takes no responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this 
message in error, please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not 
forward this message without permission. 





From: John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com > 


Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2019 2:07 PM 

To: Wakely, Lindsey; Nate Pencook 

Cc: Love, Katelyn; Lawson, Joshua; Andrew Brown; Alex C. Dale; Steven B. Long; David Freedman; Dudley 
Witt 

Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Supplemental Production 
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Lindsey, 


Yes, given obviously that the same qualifications accompanying our earlier productions and 
representations apply here. Thus, this will confirm that we produced all responsive, non-objectionable 
(per the attorney client privilege, the attorney work product doctrine, or the spousal privilege) documents 
related to 








which we found using the agreed to methods of searching for the 
documents (1.e. the State Board’s queries) and the quality control efforts we undertook to make sure, to 
the best extent we reasonably could, that all responsive documents were found. 

Let me know if you have any other questions. 


Thanks, 


John 


John #. Branch If | Partner 
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128 K. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 





Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was 
addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message is prohibited. The 
sender takes no responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this 


message in error, please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not 
forward this message without permission. 


From: Wakely, Lindsey <Lindsey.Wakely@ncsbe.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2019 11:57 AM 

To: Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 
Cc: Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Alex C. Dale<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Steven B. Long 
<SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; David Freedman <david@cfpwlaw.com>; Dudley Witt <dudley@cfpwlaw.com> 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Supplemental Production 


Good afternoon, 


Your last production 
confirm by S p.m. today that the Committee has provided any documents related to 


ee ee dated on or after March 1, 2017. See Subpoena dated Dec. 1, 2018. 
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Can you please 






Sincerely, 


From: Nate Pencook [mailto:NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com 

Sent: Friday, February 8, 2019 3:02 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov> 

Cc: Love, Katelyn <Katelvn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; Wakely, Lindsey <Lindsev. Wakely @ncsbe.gov>; John Branch 
<jBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown <ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; David Freedman <david@cipwiaw.com>; 


Dudley Witt <dudley@cfowlaw.com> 
Subject: [External] Harris Committee Supplemental Production 
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Josh, 


This email is in response to your previous request for records 


12. 100!cing back at records prior to 


the Harris Committee’s formation on July 4, 2017, we 





We also reviewed text messages exchanged between the following individuals during the following 
timeframes: 





The production link below includes the documents responsive to your request for supplementation that we 
found pursuant to the foregoing searches. 


The password fo: ES; aa 
The password for I. ;; ms 


This production is subject to, and without waiving, all prior objections raised to the subpoenas. 


Please let us know if you have any trouble accessing these documents or if you have any questions. 


Thanks, 


Nate Peneock | Associate 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856 9494 
Email: npencook@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 
2 


Fat 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was addressed. 
Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message 1s prohibited. The sender takes no 
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not forward this message 


without permission. 





From: John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 


Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 8:15 PM 

To: Wakely, Lindsey; Nate Pencook 

Cc: Love, Katelyn; Lawson, Joshua; Andrew Brown; ‘Alex C. Dale’; ‘Steven B. Long’; ‘David Freedman’; 
‘Dudley Witt’ 

Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Supplemental Production 

Attachments: MCH0000002486.0001.pdf; MCH0000002486.0002.pdf; MCH0000002486.0003.pdf; 


MCH0000002486.0004.pdf: MCH0000002486.pdf; MCH0000002487.0001.pdf; MCH0000002487.pdf: 
MCH0000002614.0001.pdf; MCHO000002614.0002.pdf; MCH0000002614.pdf; MCH0000002733.pdf; 
MCH0000012196.pdf; MHCP MH-MW texts March 1, 2017 - July 3, 2017.pdf; MHCP35850-35852.pdf 





Lindsey and Josh, 


This will confirm our conversation earlier today in which I disclosed that I realized today that a 
representation made in my below email on Sunday afternoon was mistaken in that our supplements were 
responding to the Board’s supplemental requests and not the entirety ofthe subpoena. Specifically, the 
supplemental production and searches, made after our January 8, 2018 production, primarily concerned 
raised by Josh in his January 25, 2018 email. This afternoon we 
conducted additional searches of documents, emails, and texts between March 1, 2017 and July 4, 2017 
using the terms and reviewed all 
the hits for responsiveness and privilege. Attached are the responsive, nonprivileged documents we found 
running those queries today. I believe that these, along with the email David Freedman, Dr. Harris’ 
individual attorney, hand delivered to you prior to John Harris’s testimony, are the responsive, 
nonprivileged documents we found from March 1, 2017 to July 4, 2017 utilizing those queries which have 
not already been produced. These are produced subject to the same objections raised with respect to the 
previous productions. 









Thank you, 


John Branch 


John E. Branch II | Partner 


fee 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856 9494 
Bmail: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was addressed. 
Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no 
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not forward this message 
without permission. 


From: John Branch 

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2019 2:07 PM 

To: Wakely, Lindsey <Lindsey.Wakely@ncsbe.gov>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com> 
Cc: Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Alex C. Dale <ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Steven B. Long 
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<SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; David Freedman <david@cfpwlaw.com>; Dudley Witt <dudley@cfpwlaw.com> 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Supplemental Production 


Lindsey, 


Yes, given obviously that the same qualifications accompanying our earlier productions and 
representations apply here. Thus, this will confirm that we produced all responsive, non objectionable 
(per the attorney-client privilege, the attorney work product doctrine, or the spousal privilege) documents 
related to 


which we found using the agreed-to methods of searching for the 
documents (i.e. the State Board’s queries) and the quality control efforts we undertook to make sure, to 
the best extent we reasonably could, that all responsive documents were found. 
Let me know if you have any other questions. 


Thanks, 


John 


eohn H. Branch {Ti | Partner 
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128 BE. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: ibranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was 
addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message is prohibited. The 
sender takes no responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this 
message in error, please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not 
forward this message without permission. 


From: Wakely, Lindsey <Lindsey. Wakely@ncsbe.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2019 11:57 AM 

To: Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; John Branch <JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com> 
Cc: Love, Katelyn <Katelvn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Alex C. Dale <ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Steven B. Long 
<SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; David Freedman <david@cfowlew.com>; Dudley Witt <dudley@cfowlaw.com> 
Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Supplemental Production 














Good afternoon, 


Your last production show [jl 
—————————————————— 
TS Ca aE 








Sincerely, 


From: Nate Pencook [mailto:NPencook @shanahanmcdougal.com 

Sent: Friday, February 8, 2019 3:02 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <ioshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov> 

Cc: Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov>; Wakely, Lindsey <Lindsey. Wakely @ncsbe.gov>; John Branch 
<JBranch@shanshanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown <ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Alex C. Dale 

<ACD @wardandsmith.com>; Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmitn.com>; David Freedman <david@cfowlaw.com>; 
Dudley Witt <dudlev@cinwlaw.com> 

Subject: [External] Harris Committee - Supplemental Production 
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Josh, 


This email is in response to your previous request for records 





In looking back at records prior to 


ea ar a a ee rere) 
the Harris Committee’s formation on July 4, 2017, we identified [NNN 











Based on the initial proposal and relatively recent initial text conversations between 
MN, we reviewed all emails between the dates of March 23, 2017 through July 3, 2017. We chose this 
timeframe because it appears to be slightly overinclusive of a time period in which responsive documents 
may be found, while also expediting and avoiding undue burden in our review. We also ran searches for 





We also reviewed text messages exchanged between the following individuals during the following 
timeframes: 





The production link below includes the documents responsive to your request for supplementation that we 
found pursuant to the foregoing searches. 








The password for pam 


The password for Baa 





This production is subject to, and without waiving, all prior objections raised to the subpoenas. 


Please let us know if you have any trouble accessing these documents or if you have any questions. 


Thanks, 


Nate Pencook | Associate 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: npencook@shanahanmecdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before reading this email. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments are confidential 
property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the person to whom it was addressed. 
Any other interception, copying, accessing, or disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no 
responsibility for any unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not forward this message 
without permission. 


From: a 





To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Fw: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 
Date: Friday, January 25, 2019 4:55:48 PM 

Attachments: imaqe006.png 





From: "Lawson, Joshua" <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov> 

Sent: Friday, January 25, 2019 4:53 PM 

To: John Branch 

Cc: Love, Katelyn 

Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 


John, 


I spoke with your co-counsel earlier this week, and after conferring more fully with 
investigative staff, our principal interest at this point is be to confirm whether any 


record exists referencing, discussing, or establishing yy 





Thank you in advance for your review of the above. 


Very best, 


Josh Lawson . General Counsel 


0: 919-814-0755: 919-715-0135 oF 
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From: John Branch [mailto:JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 18, 2019 4:22 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov> 

Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 





Josh, 


Checking in from our call on Wednesday — were you able to talk with Kim or the 


_ oe 


investigator about the documents you all are looking for? I wanted to make sure you 
sot what you needed prior to the hearing. 


Thanks, 


John 


John EK. Branch Ifl | Partner 





HANAHAN MCDOUGAL ruc 


128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before 
reading this email. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments 
are confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of 
the person to whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or 
disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any 
unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not 
forward this message without permission. 


From: Lawson, Joshua [mailto:joshua lawson@ncsoe. gov] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 5:33 PM 

To: John Branch 

Cc: Steven B. Long; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale; Nate Pencook; Andrew Brown; Love, 
Katelyn 

Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 


John, 


Attached, please find a follow-up question regarding Committee records production. 
Thanks in advance for your review. 


Sincerely, 


Josh Lawson | General Counsel 4S, , 
fvors; NORTH CAROLINA 
0: 919-814-0755 — f: 919-715-0135 UTE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS” 





From: Lawson, Joshua 

Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2019 11:39 AM 

To: ‘John Branch’ </Branch@shanahanmecdougal.com> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov> 


Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 


Thank you for your confirmation, John. 


Best, 






Josh Lawson | General Counsel 43m a | 
0: 919-814-0755 | £:919-715-0135 ete NORTH CAROLINA 


TOY STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 


From: John Branch [mailtoJBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com] 

Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2019 10:41 AM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.lawson@ncsbe.gov> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; roger@rogerknigntlaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougai.com>; Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov> 


Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 





Thanks Josh. Per our email, we’ve run the queries and believe that we have complied 
with the subpoena. Thus, we don't anticipate another production. 


Best regards, 


John 


John EK. Branch III | Partner 





HAN McDOUGAL eux 


128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 


Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before 
reading this email. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments 
are confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of 
the person to whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or 
disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any 
unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 


please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not 
forward this message without permission. 


From: Lawson, Joshua Lmailio:joshua lawson@ncsbe.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2019 9:04 AM 

To: John Branch 

Cc: Steven B. Long; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale; Nate Pencook; Andrew Brown; Love, 
Katelyn 

Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 


Good morning, John. 
We appreciate your team’s efforts this week. I am seeking to confirm whether 
Tuesday’s production did in fact contain the balance of responsive text messages, based 


on the Committee’s review. (Your email indicated this may be the case). 


Additionally, are you able to confirm whether the Committee anticipates any further 
productions under the subpoena, or do the three productions conclude things? 


Thank you in advance for your review. 
sincerely, 


Josh Lawson © General Counsel 
0: 919-814-0755 ~~ f: 919-715-0135 
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From: John Branch [mailto:!Branch@shanahanmcdougal.com 

Sent: Tuesday, January 08, 2019 5:00 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <joshua.iawson@ncsbe.gov> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@waradandsmith.com>: roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale 

<ACD @wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Love, Katelyn <Katelyn.Love@ncsbe.gov> 


Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 
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Thanks Josh. Similar to our production on Sunday, please find below information that 
will allow you to download approximately 3,850 documents. These should be the 
balance of text messages in the Committee’s possession, custody, or control which are 
responsive to the Subpoena. Per our earlier conversations, since the Committee was 
not formed until July 4, 2017, the dates of the documents we are producing are from 
July 4, 2017 until December 1, 2018 (the date of the Subpoena). 


File ink: eee 
Password: 


Please note that we have no redacted any information from these documents. 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
Best regards, 


John Branch 


John E. Branch III | Partner 
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128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Email: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before 
reading this email. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments 
are confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of 
the person to whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or 
disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any 
unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not 
forward this message without permission. 


From: Lawson, Joshua [mailto:joshua. lawson @ncsbe gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 08, 2019 9:57 AM 


To: John Branch 

Cc: Steven B. Long; roger@rogerknightiaw.com: Alex C. Dale; Nate Pencook; Andrew Brown; Love, 
Katelyn 

Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 


John, 


This email confirms our phone discussion yesterday evening: Staff understands text 
productions may include sensitive telephone numbers, and staff does not intent to 
release same publicly. Assurances are, of course, subject to the clarifications listed in 
my email yesterday (below), given the absence of seated board members. 


We appreciate your ongoing efforts to produce responsive records for review by our 
investigators. 


Sincerely, 





Josh Lawson __ General Counsel 


>: 919.814.0755 f9t9-7150135 (vere) NORTH CAROLINA 


yore) A STATE BOARD OF RLECTIONS 


From: Lawson, Joshua 
Sent: Monday, January 07, 2019 11:08 AM 


To: ‘John Branch’ <SBranch@shanahanmcdeugal.com> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>:; roger @rogerknightiaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdouga!l.com>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown @shanahanmcdougal.com>; Katelyn R. Love (Katelyn. Love@ncsbe gov) 

<Katelyn. Love@ncsbe gov> 


Subject: RE: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 
John, 


This email confirms receipt of your email of yesterday evening (Jan. 6). Thank you for describing 
your collection and review efforts associated with the subpoena. Agency staff believes it necessary 
to clarify the characterization in your email regarding attempts to constrain this agency’s use of 
responsive documents. 


The agency has not accessed the linked files but will do so at 1 p.m. today. 

It is not necessarily true that the “documents are not subject to disclosure under the Public Records 
Act, or for any other reason, unless staff or the Board seeks to utilize them at the hearing of this 
matter.” For some time, this agency has relied on a 2013 memorandum from counsel at the Attorney 
General’s Office permitting our withholding of records under the so-called “criminal investigation” 
exception of the Public Records Act. The exception is permissive— allowing but not requiring the 
agency to withhold documents—not compulsory. As to “any other reason” for disclosure of 
documents, an array of scenarios could trigger the agency’s release, including efforts to comply with 
a subpoena, court order, or the request of Congress, for example. The agency will evaluate scenarios 
as they may arise, but it is not authorized to guarantee a Board hearing is the exclusive venue for 
possible release. 


Director Strach noted Thursday (Jan. 3) that staff is unable to bind a Board regarding use of the 
documents. While constituted, the Board chair directed disclosure under processes distinct from 
ordinary practice. See, e.g., Letter to Strach, Dec. 3, 2018. A Board could announce procedures to 
govern the disposition of objections. See Order of Proceedings at J 5 (“written objections shall be 
deemed under the State Board’s advisement once filed, and any objection not specifically sustained 
shall be deemed denied”). Staff cannot, therefore, guarantee that the Board will not disclose 
documents, nor can staff guarantee that a future chair or members will call a meeting. As indicated 
by Director Strach, staff will make the Board aware of any particular objections to documents. 





Thank you for maintaining open channels of communication on this and other issues. 


Josh Lawson _— General Counsel 


5: 919-814.0755 fF 919-7150135 (vos NORTH CAROLINA 
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From: John Branch [maiito:JBranch@shanahanmcdougal.com] 

Sent: Sunday, January 06, 2019 10:04 PM 

To: Lawson, Joshua <ioshualawson @ncsbe. gov> 

Cc: Steven B. Long <SBLong@wardandsmith.com>; roger@rogerknightlaw.com; Alex C. Dale 
<ACD@wardandsmith.com>; Nate Pencook <NPencook@shanahanmcdougal.com>; Andrew Brown 
<ABrown@shanahanmcdougal.com> 

Subject: [External] Harris Committee - Production of Emails 





Josh, 


This follows up on our previous letter dated December 4, 2018 and our 
numerous discussions regarding the December 1, 2018 Subpoena (the “Subpoena”) 
issued by the N.C. Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement (the 
“Board”) to . As stated in 
our December 4, 2018 letter, the MJ intends to comply with the investigation 
and to produce responsive documents as timely as possible. To that end, the 


Es engaged in the following efforts to identify and produce responsive, non- 
privileged documents: 





e On December 5, 2018, after discussions between your office and mine about 
concerns we had with regard to the scope of the Subpoena, you provided a list of 


more than a hundred search terms (the “Queries”) your office suggested that we 
run against the documents. We sought to do so in house, but ultimately due to 
the time constraints the Board sought to impose on us we utilized the third-party 
eDiscovery firm to run the Queries against the documents and do an initial 
review of the hits for, e.g., responsiveness and privilege. We thereafter conducted 
quality control on the responsive documents and prepared this batch for 
production. 


Accordingly, please find below information that will allow you to download 
approximately 1,837 documents. These should be the balance of 
possession, custody, or control which are responsive to the Subpoena. Per our earlier 
conversations, since the Committee was not formed until July 4, 2017, the dates of the 
documents we are producing are from July 4, 2017 until December 1, 2018 (the date of 
the Subpoena). 


These documents are confidential and are being produced solely in connection 
with the Board’s investigation of purported 2018 election irregularities, which we 
understand has a criminal aspect to it. These documents are responsive to the 
Subpoena, and we are producing them without waiving our right to contest, e.g., the 
validity Subpoena itself, its scope, and the time constraints which the Board sought to 
impose on the Committee. As such, it is our understanding that these documents are 
not subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act, or for any other reason, unless 
staff or the Board seeks to utilize them at the hearing of this matter. Per the 
conversation between David Freedman and Kim Strach last week, it is our 
understanding that, prior to the Board or staff seeking to publicly disclose any of the 
documents we have produced, are producing, or will produce pursuant to the 
investigation, the Committee will be given notice and an opportunity to be heard on 
any objections to the disclosure of the documents since, once documents are made 
public, it is not something that can be undone. 


The information for the document production is below. Let me know if you have any 
questions. 


Please click on the following link to download the attachments: 


Password: 


Best regards, 


John Branch 


John E. Branch I{Tt | Partner 





IAN McDOUuGAL uc 


128 E. Hargett Street | Third Floor 
Raleigh, NC 27601 


Phone: (919) 856-9494 
Kmail: jbranch@shanahanmcdougal.com 


Please see the IRS Circular 230 Notice and the Confidentiality Notice below before 
reading this email. 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments 
are confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of 
the person to whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or 
disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any 
unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error, 
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not 
forward this message without permission. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 
January 2, 2019 Jason Williams 
Jason@markharrisforcongress.com 


As a result of the announcement that the January 11 hearing of the State Board 
of Elections cannot go forward, a Petition for a Writ of Mandamus will be filed 
tomorrow morning in Wake County Superior Court by Congressman-Elect Mark 
Harris. The Petition asks the Wake County Superior Court to certify the results 
of the 9th Congressional District election immediately, while still allowing for a 
full and thorough investigation of any concerns or irregularities that the new 
State Board taking office under Session Law 2018-146 may have. 


The State Board of Elections has not disclosed any information to suggest that 
the votes in question in the Board staff's investigation are sufficient in number 
to change the outcome of the 9th Congressional District election. The prior 
State Board had been operating with a number of votes in mind based on the 
fact that certification was not allowed for races with margins of victory of 572 or 
less, but races with margins of victory equal to or above 1,388 were certified. 
Either the prior State Board was not being transparent by failing to affirmatively 
state the number of votes in question to show that there are, in fact, enough 
votes in question to change the outcome of the 9th Congressional District 
election, or the votes in question are not sufficient to change the outcome and 
the prior State Board did not want to acknowledge this fact. A full investigation 
of any voting irregularities uncovered by the State Board staff can be 
conducted, but when the number of votes in question is not enough to change 
the outcome of the 9th Congressional District election, the results of the 9th 
Congressional District election should be certified immediately. 


"We had no choice but to take this action at this time,” David Freedman, 
attorney fOr Mark Harris, said. "There is uncertainty of when a new State Board 
of Elections will be operational, when a new State Board of Elections may act, 
and whether a new State Board of Elections will continue to drag this out 
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unnecessarily and outside of any statutory procedure, as the prior State Board 
had done." 
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week had become frustrated beyond measure with the prior leadership of the 
unconstitutional and now-enjoined prior State Board. The prior State Board 
was not following the timetable for continued operation by the three-judge 
panel, so the three-judge panel stopped them. Now, we are in limbo, with no 
one able to act at this time." 
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Harris filed an Emergency Petition to Certify Election on December 28 before 
the prior State Board was enjoined from acting. By letter from the outgoing 
Chairman of the State Board, the State Board indicated that the Emergency 
Petition was not being considered before the noon deadline that enjoined the 
prior State Board from acting. 


Prior Wake County Superior Court decisions have provided that the inability of 
the State Board of Elections to act can be viewed as “effectively denials" of 
prior petitions. Appeals of denials must be taken to Wake County Superior 
Court within 10 days. This explains why the matter is filed now and why the 
matter is filed in state court instead of federal court. 


"We do not view the inability of the State Board to act as a denial of Dr. Harris’ 
pending petition for certification of the results of the 9th Congressional District 
election because a new State Board is established by Session Law 2018-146. 
We hope, and expect, the new State Board to certify the results of the 9th 
Congressional District election as soon as the new State Board is able to act. 
However, we do not want to waive any rights by not filing this action at this 
time,” Freedman said. 


Until Mark Harris is certified as the winner of the 9th Congressional District 
election and sworn-in to the United States House of Representatives, the 
citizens of the 9th Congressional District are without a congressional 
representative. No field offices can be operational to assist citizens, no new 
Staff can be hired to resolve citizen concerns, and constituent services are 
effectively halted. These unfortunate outcomes are the result of the prior State 
Board's delay in acting. | 


“Congressman-Elect Harris is deeply concerned that the citizens of the 9th 
District get the support they need, and he asks the constituents to contact 
Senator Tillis’ office or Senator Burr's office until Congressman-Elect Harris is 
sworn into office,” Jason Williams, campaign manager for the Mark Harris for 
Congress Committee, said. 


"Citizens in the 9th Congressional District should not be without a sitting 
Congressman,” Williams added. "Congress re-convenes on January 3, and Dr. 
Harris should be sworn-in immediately.” 


No candidate or voter filed any protest in the 9th District Congressional 
election. The prior, unconstitutionally-formed State Board, on its own initiative, 
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with a schedule allowed by a three-judge panel of Superior Court judges. The 
State Board must certify election results within the time established by statute, 
but the State Board is authorized to conduct investigations at any time. 


"Dr. Harris still supports a full and complete investigation of everything that 
transpired in the 2018 election,” Williams concluded. “Any issues in these 
same counties from the 2016 election also can be part of this investigation. 
However, Governor Cooper's election certification from the 2016 election was 
not delayed into the new year when issues arose in 2016, and it should not 
delay Dr. Harris' election certification any longer either.” 


For further information, please contact David Freedman at (336) 725-1304 or 
David@CFPWlaw.com 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 
January 3, 2019 Jason Williams 
Jason@markharrisforcongress.com 


Congressman-Elect Mark Harris Issues Statement on Meeting with the 
Staff from the State Board of Elections 


Earlier today Congressman-Elect Mark Harris met with staff from the State 
Board of Elections to assist with their review of the 9th Congressional district 
election results. 


Congressman-Elect Harris said of the interview, "| appreciate the courtesy of 
the staff at the State Board of Elections and support their efforts in getting the 
answers we all deserve. | look forward to a resolution soon so | can do what | 
was elected to do in Congress and be a voice for the People of the 9th 
District.” 


“Congressman-Elect Harris continues to be completely transparent and fully 
cooperative with the State Board of Elections," said Harris’ attorney David 
Freedman. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 


January 22, 2019 Jason Williams 


Jason@markharrisforcongress.com 


Congressman-Elect Mark Harris Issues Statement on Court Ruling on 
Certification 


Congressman-Elect Mark Harris issued the following statement today following 
the court ruling on certification: 


"Since this whole experience began with the State Board of Elections, we have 
been committed to seeing the process followed and concluded. The hearing 
today in NC Superior Court was a place to turn when we found no place to turn 
but for their authority to grant a writ of mandamus. 


While we continue to maintain a 905 vote lead and the role of Congressman- 
Elect for the 9th district of NC, the decision of the court today has extended the 
process even longer. While we have cooperated fully with the state’s 
investigation of alleged ballot irregularities, no evidence has been supplied that 
suggests the outcome of the race is in question. Nevertheless, by the decision 


today, we will continue to cooperate with the investigation and hope for a 
speedy resolution." 
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From: "Mark Harris" <+117046191156> 
To: "Marion Warren" <+19105230472> 
Sent: 08 Mar 2017 17:44:32 

Subject: No Subject 


Hey Bro Marion....it's Mark Harris....hope you are well! | wanted to circle back with you per our phone 
conversation last week. On the HB186 front, | have had several really good conversations with several 
legislators and with some folks lobbying on this issue.. | am still trying to feel my way as to what the 
conclusion will be, but sense it is really bogged down at the moment. 


On the other issue of your gracious offer to meet me in Bladen County and spend a day connecting me to 
the "key people” that can help me carry that part of the county in a future US House NC-9 race.....| 
wanted to see if you would be able to spend the day on Friday, March 25 with me down there. You know 
the political and financial connections better than anyone else | would know, including the guy whose 
absentee ballot project for Johnson could have put me in the US House this term, had | known, and he 
had been helping us. Anyway, let me know your thoughts and if that date would work for you. Thanks so 
much Marion for all your prayers and support as Beth and | come to some major decisions in our journey! 


Mark 
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| PENGAD-Bayonne, N. 4.8. 
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A voter or the voter’s legal guardian or near relative must use the State Absentee Ballot Request form’ to request a mail-in absentee ballot. The request form may only be signed by the voter, a 
near-relative or legal guardian. (North Carolina law defines “near relative” in this context as a spouse, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, 
daughter in-law, son in-law, stepparent, or stepchild.) 


The deadline for county boards of elections to receive civilian absentee ballot request is by 5:00 pm on the Tuesday before Election Day. Any request received after this time are late, even if 
the request is received by mail and postmarked on or before the deadline. (GS § 163A-1308) 
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Security Checklist | | 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
| Elizabethtown, NC 
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The security checklist and the following options for consideration provide an opportunity for the : 
facility to mitigate vulnerabilities, increase resilience, and implement protective measures. This 
process involves an assessment of risk tailored to the facility that takes into consideration the threat, 
__assets.to be protected, facility characteristics, and capital expenditures planning. The options for _. 
consideration are not prescriptive endorsements of specific protective measures to be installed and/or 
used at the facility. The critical infrastructure owner or operator determines for the facility whether 
the options for consideration provide the desired enhancements in light of the facility’s current 
security and resilience posture, ae ue or orea one changes, budgetary outlook, etc. 
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e Time permitting, conduct just in time training for all staff members on key topics to include Surveillance 
Awareness (If You See Something, Say Something®), Bomb Threat Management and Active Shooter 
Preparedness. 

e Routinely invite local law enforcement and emergency services personnel to tour your facility. This 
measure will enhance law enforcement response by providing the potential initial incident commander with 

"insight to facility operations and layout. | 

¢ The Bladen County Veterans Services has an office in the Bladen County Board of Elections facility. The 
office has a private exterior door and it has an interior door that provides access to the Board of Elections 
area. This arrangement creates several potential security and safety risks for elections facility personnel and 

_ sensitive voting materials are vulnerable. Currently, there is only one restroom on site and it is in the | 

elections office. Veteran’s office personnel and visitors must go outside andin thefrontdoorofthe =~ 

elections office or through the interior door and into the elections office space to access the restroom. That 

said, this is a gap in the facilities security posture. The Veteran Services office should be relocated to an 

area that will accommodate the veterans, or the current building should be reconfigured so that only 

authorized elections office personnel have access to the interior office space. | 

| @ The interior door from the Veterans Service office should be eliminated. | 

e New locks or card access should be considered for this facility. At a minimum all keys should be aii 

for and extra keys should be secured within locked cabinets. 

e Currently, individuals entering the facility have access to the restrooms and there is no separation between 
sensitive office and storage space. Consideration should be given to building a divider wall with a door that 
would maintain a secure environment for employees and access to sensitive areas would be eliminated. 

e There are two front entrance doors to the facility and the door to the left, facing the facility is normally 
secured during the day. When the left front side door is unlocked, it allows direct access to the sensitive 
office space. There is an interior half door and a bell on the front door to alert office personnel that 
someone has entered but there is direct access. The low cost option is to keep the door secured at all times. 
A more costly option would be to install a wall and a full door to secure the area. 

e Currently, there is a sign at the Board of Elections front counter that directs veterans to the interior hallway 
where there is an access door to the Veterans Service office. This process should be reconsidered since it is 
directing individuals to the interior elections space. At a minimum if there are no other options, all interior 


office doors should be secured at all times and card access should be installed with CCTV that can be 
monitored by authorized personnel. 


e Currently the facility has an interior camera system that is inoperative. Consider installing a new CCTV 


system that will cover interior hallways, assets and critical storage areas. Exterior access points should be 
considered in the overall CCTV plan. 


| e There are three panic buttons that are connected to 911. Consider periodic tests of the buttons to make sure | 
th 


at they are operational. : 
Install interior CCTV camera coverage in voting machine storage and ballot areas. This anes 
would allow quick assessment of activity in case of building break in. 
© An alarm system should be considered to enhance the overall Security of the facility and individual alarm 
+ Godes should be issued. The system should include motion sensors since there are roof skylights. — ; oy 
| © Consider adding electronic key pads to critical intemal doors and restrict the number of personnel with 
access to key internal areas. 


2 » When the CCT'V system is completed, post “No Trespassing Recorded Video Surveillance in Use”. This. 
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_ measure Works to deter malicious activity. a fe 
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e Develop long-term plan to enhance protection of main reception area to include segmentation between the 
staff member(s} and members of the public with unfettered access to the entrance area. Provide reception 
area staff member(s) with capability to immediately initiate emergency procedures to include building- 
wide notifications. Install CCTV monitor with exterior camera views in reception desk area to enhance 
surveillance of exterior areas. 

e Add CCTV monitors displaying priority camera views in key staff offices to increase viewing of system. 


-e Consider having CCTV recording capability capture minimum of 30 days of activity. Configure CCTV 
cameras covering key areas such as critical utilities to record motion during after business hours and 
| provide alerts to key staff. Routinely review recorded motion activities of exterior cameras. 

e In the identified safe room, consider installing a CCTV monitor in the room to allow observation of 
suspicious/hostile activity around the facility and allow informed notifications to local law enforcement. 
Ensure the room doors are outfitted with door stop devices to prevent forced entry. Include your Safe 

Room use in an Active Shooter Response Plan and conduct recurring drills using the room. 
| » Consider increasing security measures in days prior to election event based on recovery needs listed in the 
Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP): An example would be the amount of time it would take to replace 
key equipment just prior to an election if an incident occurred such as a theft or destruction. 


e Provide responsible law enforcement jurisdiction capability to view exterior CCTV system cameras during 
major election events or during periods of increased threat. 


| e Consider removing any items that could provide an opportunity to hide incendiary/explosive devices. 

e Explore feasibility of “quick connect” infrastructure for mobile generator to support power requirements 
for core election operations. Consider developing long-term plan to install permanent generator in secure 
location. 

| e Jn the security plan, develop mail handling and response procedures for suspicious packages. 
| ° Incorporate the DHS NTAS (National Terrorism Advisory System) into the security plan. 


e Explore the feasibility of employing and implementing additional protective measures to increase the 
overall security posture of the facility as threat levels increase. Options may include additional access 
controls; barriers; increased communications and notification; enhanced cyber security; additional 
infrastructure upgrades and redundancy; enhanced incident response; additional monitoring and 
surveillance detection; and planning and preparedness. 

e Consider using Protected Critical Infrastructure Information (PCI]) Electronic Submission process to 
provide. protection of vulnerability information related to election infrastructure. 





e In the absence of a security force, pursue a policy in which facility employees are empowered to report any 
suspicious vehicles or activity in parking lots or structures. 


e Install anti-shatter film on all door windows leading from public areas to staff only work areas. The film 
should also restrict viewing of internal work spaces not mandated to have public viewing. 


| ° Consider testing the building intercom system periodically for functionality. 








e Electric utilities and communications are vulnerable to tampering and damage, they are located on the 
northwest wall next to the Veterans Services entrance. Review the importance of the utilities and consider 
hardening the communications cables. 

e Commendable - The Bladen County Board of Elections has produced an “Emergency Action Plan 
& Evacuation Procedures guide for their employees that provides good guidance for a variety of potential 
hazards. 


e Commendable — During conversations with the director and the board chairman in they have identified 


several security de de eficien iencies sand ae requested the upgrades through their cc county. 
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BLADEN County BOARD OF ELECTIONS «i 


Po "Box ‘512, . ‘eListbetitcen, NC 28337 = " fof0y;'862-6953 sa fax 910) 86257820 29, 
E-mail eleationssiiynenco. org . ) ? > 
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_s.. mmeet x seconded by by Member, ‘Davis.~ er rome reine 
2..No old or new. Business. » : : af 
Fen Director update board of SoivWe ater and Judicial fing 
Finals a, he Director updated board ofNews Release hrdniPaitick 
a eee Oh, SF ~ Gatinon of new Constitution Party now in place in North 
ee ee 
5. ‘Director updated board. that some eof the detien siintecta 
“from 2016 and 2018 | was. now in peneegsion of SBOE a as of 
terete anpee oes June 7, 2018. : : 
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rice an pees ip send. letter ¢ of Phase I/Permanent fix to County Manger, 
og we Sie ee ~ Greg Martin for: st: lation of. Camera’ sand Buzz Door to 
' the Board of Election office: * | i 
7. Vice Chair; budiom made’ motion iccdnded by Menkes 
‘Davis to-have door locks rekeyed or replaced ; at the Board 
t of Election Office. . : 
8, Motion: made:by. Whaslions Davis seconded by Vice Chair, 
....*  Ludkum-to have VA office relocated to a different. © 
- a often government building within the county. This would be 
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From: Andy Yates [andy@reddomegroup.com] 


Sent: 9/24/2018 10:10:25 AM 
To: Elizabeth.anne.bates.harris (elizabeth.anne.bates.harris@gmail.com] 
Subject: Re: absentee data 


Of the absentees that have been sent out in Robeson so far, after reviewing them with McCrare, we believe that 
181 of them are from his list. They have more yet turn into the BofE in Robeson. McCrae’s team has generated 
a total of 449 requests in Robeson and will be generating more. 


Andy Yates 

Senior Partner, Red Dome Group 
(704) 727-8092 (office) 

((04) 467-0795 (cell) 
andy@reddomegroup.com 


www.reddomegroup.com 


On Sep 24, 2018, at 7:45 AM, Andy Yates <Andy(@reddomegroup.com> wrote: 


Awesome...McCrae 1s supposed to be at my office this morning so I will review with him as well. From first 
glance I agree at McCrae’s analysis that someone is working absentees in Meck. 


Andy Yates 

Senior Partner, Red Dome Group 
(704) 727-8092 (office) 

(704) 467-0795 (cell) 
andy@reddomearoup.com 
www.reddomegroup.com 


On Sep 24, 2018, at 7:37 AM, Elizabeth.anne.bates.harris <elizabeth.anne.bates harris@ gmail.com> wrote: 





As always I am so comforted by this response! 


I tried to send McRae the master list Saturday but it bounced back. We went over the numbers by phone. The 
only one he was worried about was the huge number inMeck added in last few weeks. He said someone 1s 
working. We are not sending to Bladen as he does have that totally covered. I will sort Robeson as indicated. 


Sent from my iPhone 


On Sep 24, 2018, at 7:17 AM, Andy Yates <andy@reddomegroup.com> wrote: 


T am on top of it. We definitely have a mailer going East this week as well as digital starting in 
the East. [am revising the mail plan slightly (based on losing last week and the first 1/2 of this 
week), but 1f we hit our budget there will be a lot more than 3 pieces of mail going east. The 
current budget for mail is $250,000. Right now per the projections Jordan and I have put together 
we will hit the budget. We are checking that at least twice week so we can adjust quickly if we 
notice anything different. 
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Proudly serving the citizens of three great.countizs 






{ : Bladen Brunswick. Columbus 
: } 929-872- 7300 DFO “183-3930 OY B-$41€920. 
PO Box 2619 310 Goverment Center Drive, Unie 2 110 Conshouse Square | 
Hzabethtown, NC.28337 Bolivia, NC 28422 ‘Whiteville, NC 28472 


Jon David—District Attorney 


Franti): jon.david@nécocrte ore 
Jamiary 26, 2018 


Interim Assistant Director Dirk German 
NCSBI Special Investigations Unit 
3320 Garner Road. 

Raleigh, NC 27610 


Dear Special Agent German, 


Greetings! The purpose of this letter is to address. the investigation, and 
prosecution if:necessary, of several matters ori iginally handled ‘by the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections and Ethics Enfor¢ement Team. (hereinafter NCSBE) and now 
under your-teview. Specifically, the NCSBE has opened up three investigations: Case 
number 2016-141, concerning possible absentee ballot fraud committed by Patriots. for 
Progress IE PAC: Case number 2016-142, concerning possible absentee ballot frand 
committed by the Bladen County: Improvement Association PAC; and Case number 
2016-166, voter fraud allegations and possible false statements to affect election outcorne 
‘allegedly perpetrated by McCrae Dowless. The above cases are.related investigations 
originating in Bladen County and opened by the NESBE in Noveniber 2016. 


pithy, 
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Bladen County has a troubled history of political groups exploiting the use of 
absentee ballots in.an effort to skew support for a specific candidate or group-of 
candidates. Indeed, as a local elected official myself, T have had numerous encounters 
with various such ‘groups, some of whom are-the subject of the above stated cases. These 
groups package the anticipated ability to gamer absentee ballots as. 2 commodity to be 
brokered. As a candidate, [have'never engaged the services of any group to get out the 
“vote (GOTY) and as District Attomey I have been outspoken inmmy criticism of their 
‘efforts, In fact, sponsored a voter information: émecting at the Bladen County Courthouse 
in 2012, together with Gary Bartlett, then Executive. Director of the NCSBE. The purpose 
of the meeting was to educate the public about the appropriate procedures to follow in the 

” collection of absenteé ballots. At that time, representatives from both of the above named 


groups were in attendance. Sadly, it appears that these groups have failed to heed out 
advice. 


‘During my election. run for Distnict Attommey m 2010, a local media outlet 
WWAY ran astory featuring Mr; McCrae‘Dowless’ effort to get out the vote for the 
benefit of my opponent, Herold (Butch) Pope..Moreover, on the other side of the political 
aisle, the Bladen Improvement Society was nmnoared to have packaged a considerable 
| ‘gumber of votes in favor. of pay opponent Rex Gore, in the 2006 election for District 
a Attorney. In short, given. my personal history with both of these groups in general, and 
s 7 Mr. Dowless ie particular, I perceive a conflict of terest in my office. se this 
| perspective litigation. uaa 


ow ewe me wet © bens 
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information contained in these. ee was. presented as if it represented facts known. to the person 


who had signed.the protest. In reality, the’signers had not conducted their own research regarding the 
voters, did not kriow how the facts. were. eStablished or how voter’s names were chosen, and had no 


documentation or evidence to back up their claims of voter fraud. Rather the protestors appear to have | 
been used asa “proxy” to allege violations based upON evidence of unknown origin, most of. which was 


never presented at the hearings. 


Interviews: ‘have determined that protestors selected by the attomeys were nnowieea that they 


wold be provided with’ ‘evidence to: present, at ‘the protest: hearing at their local county BOE, and were 
led to believe that the attorneys would ‘assist them and/or be physically present at the hearing(s). The 
protest “forms were ‘typically: electronically transmitted from the law firm in Virginia, to the sélected: 


protéstors In North Carolina-via email- and/or facsimile... The protestors. were asked to sign and 


‘electronically transmit their signed protest forms back to the law. firm. The law firm would.theréafter 


transmit the protest forms from the: law fi cm ini irginia to the appropriate North Carolina county board 
of elections on behalf of the’ protestor which gave the appeara nce.that they represented the protestor. 


. [tis noted, that in Dowless’ testimony ‘before. the State Board, attomeys representing the McCrory 


cam paigh claimed that they also represehted Dowless.] ‘Interviews of protestors have revealed that 


they were not furnished with the, evidence they were promised and that despite their efforts to obtain 


the evidence needed to support their: protest, the attomeys failed torespond to their requests and did 
not appear atthe hearings. The county BOEs. were nevertheless required to hold hearings. and to send 
notices to othe affected voters to apes | : 


The effort to have numerous ballots disqualified through the above described protests was 
abruptly abandoned by the attorneys i in late: November 2016. The accusations of voter fraud against the 
affected voters were covered in public media reports. Interviews of the voters have established that 
they felt harmed by the false accusations of voter fraud and were concerned about damage to their 
reputation in the community. Asa result, a civil suit has been filed by some of the victims.. 


Summary 


The facts. developed in the above interrelated investigations demonstrate efforts to impact the 
process by which ballots in a federal and state election were obtained, cast, and counted. Therefore, 
the results of the Investigation to date are being presented for review by appropriate prosecutors... 
Please contact NCSBE Chief Investigator Joan M. Fleming with any questions or for additional 
information at 919-814-0750 or joan.flemin nesbe. OV: 
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Message 

From: £9979 7156 [4+17046192156) 
Sent: $/6/2018 5:36:56 Pr 

To; John Harris (+17 0ceEg65 77 | 
Subject: No Subject 


Cumberland has a 3 way GOP sheriff primary. Pitt has worked hard there and we have not. Robeson and . 
Bladen are GOTV for us and should help us. we had some GOTV in Cumberland via McCrae but not as 
successTul. He says we have 988 of the votes in Bladen. 
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2/18/2019 NC SBE Election Contest Details 
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05/08/2018 OFFICIAL PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS - 
BLADEN 


US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 09 - REP (VOTE FOR 1) 


12 of 12 Precincts Reporting 
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Affidavit of Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Ph. D. 


Report on Absentee Ballots in the 2018 North Carolina Congressional District 9 
General Election 


December 21, 2018 
Statement of Inquiry 


ds I have been asked to examine patterns of absentee voting in the state of 
North Carolina in the 2018 General Election, especially in Bladen and 
Robeson counties. Specifically, I have been asked whether these patterns 
in Bladen and Robeson counties are anomalous within Congressional 
District (CD) 9 and within the state of North Carolina. 


Summary of Findings 


2. First, the rates at which voters who requested absentee mail ballots in 
Bladen! and Robeson counties did not return their absentee ballots are 
extreme Statistical outliers. For example, the rate at which voters did not 
return their absentee mail ballots in Bladen county is 2.5 times the rate 
elsewhere in CD 9 and elsewhere in the state of North Carolina. 

Similarly, the rate at which voters did not return their absentee mail 
ballots in Robeson County is three times the rate elsewhere in CD 9 and 
elsewhere in the state of North Carolina. The rates at which voters did 
not return their absentee ballots and did not otherwise vote in these 
counties is also much higher than elsewhere in CD 9 and North Carolina. 
Statistical tests show that these deviations are extremely unlikely to have 
arisen by chance. 


3. These high non-return rates are not explained by the presence of new 
voters who may be unfamiliar with absentee voting or less likely to 
participate. Rather, the non-return rates for both frequent and occasional 
voters are much higher than similar voters elsewhere in CD 9 and North 
Carolina. For example, only 9.7% of frequent voters (i.e. voters who voted 
in more than four of the last six elections) elsewhere in CD 9 did not 
return their absentee ballots or vote; by contrast, in Bladen and Robeson 
Counties, 41.7% of frequent voters did not return their absentee ballots 
or otherwise attempt to vote. 


4. Nor are these high non-return rates explained by other factors, such as 
the demographic or political composition of these counties. Rather, the 


1 Bladen County is split between CD 9 and CD 7. Throughout my report, when I refer 
to “Bladen County,” I am referring to the portion of Bladen County in CD 9 unless I 
state otherwise. pe ena ee 
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Affidavit of Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Ph. D. 


Report on Absentee Ballots in the 2018 North Carolina Congressional District 9 
General Election 


December 21, 2018 
Statement of Inquiry 


1. I have been asked to examine patterns of absentee voting in the state of 
North Carolina in the 2018 General Election, especially in Bladen and 
Robeson counties. Specifically, I have been asked whether these patterns 
in Bladen and Robeson counties are anomalous within Congressional 
District (CD) 9 and within the state of North Carolina. 


Summary of Findings 


Z: First, the rates at which voters who requested absentee mail ballots in 
Bladen! and Robeson counties did not return their absentee ballots are 
extreme statistical outliers. For example, the rate at which voters did not 
return their absentee mail ballots in Bladen county is 2.5 times the rate 
elsewhere in CD 9 and elsewhere in the state of North Carolina. 

Similarly, the rate at which voters did not return their absentee mail 
ballots in Robeson County is three times the rate elsewhere in CD 9 and 
elsewhere in the state of North Carolina. The rates at which voters did 
not return their absentee ballots and did not otherwise vote in these 
counties is also much higher than elsewhere in CD 9 and North Carolina. 
Statistical tests show that these deviations are extremely unlikely to have 
arisen by chance. 


3. These high non-return rates are not explained by the presence of new 
voters who may be unfamiliar with absentee voting or less likely to 
participate. Rather, the non-return rates for both frequent and occasional 
voters are much higher than similar voters elsewhere in CD 9 and North 
Carolina. For example, only 9.7% of frequent voters (i.e. voters who voted 
in more than four of the last six elections) elsewhere in CD 9 did not 
return their absentee ballots or vote; by contrast, in Bladen and Robeson 
Counties, 41.7% of frequent voters did not return their absentee ballots 
or otherwise attempt to vote. 


4. Nor are these high non-return rates explained by other factors, such as 
the demographic or political composition of these counties. Rather, the 


1 Bladen County is split between CD 9 and CD 7. Throughout my report, when | refer 


to “Bladen County,” Iam referring to the portion of Bladen County in CD 9 unless | 
state otherwise. 
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non-return rate for members of each of the different political parties and 
each different racial group are much higher in Robeson and Bladen 
counties than they are for these same groups elsewhere in CD 9 and the 
rest of the state of North Carolina. 


Second, the vote counts among absentee mail ballots received and 
accepted are anomalous. Elsewhere in CD 9 and throughout the state of 
North Carolina, it appears that Democratic and Republican congressional 
candidates typically receive a total number of absentee mail ballot votes 
that corresponds to the total number of absentee ballots submitted by 
registrants of their party, plus some number of absentee votes of 
unaffiliated registrants. For example, elsewhere in CD 9, excluding 
Bladen and Robeson counties, Dan McCready’s vote totals were 22.4 
points higher than the share of Democratic registrants among mail ballots 
cast, and Mark Harris's vote totals were 9.0 points higher than the share 
of Republican registrants. 


The absentee vote counts in Bladen and Robeson counties for the 
Democratic and Republican candidates for CD 9 differ from the rates of 
absentee mail ballots submitted by Democratic and Republican 
registrants. The differences break markedly from the rates of absentee 
ballots of Democrat and Republican registrants and votes for Democratic 
and Republican candidates. The differences do not reflect the pattern 
exhibited elsewhere in CD 9 or elsewhere in the state of North Carolina. 


In Bladen and Robeson counties, Mark Harris’s absentee mail vote totals 
significantly outperformed the number of Republican registrants who 
submitted absentee mail ballots. In Bladen County, Harris’s vote totals 
were 41 points higher than the percentage of Republican registrants who 
cast absentee mail ballots; in Robeson County, Harris’s vote totals were 
23 points higher. By contrast, McCready’s absentee mail vote totals were 
either lower than or about equal to the number of Democratic registrants 
who submitted absentee ballots in Bladen and Robeson counties. 


In short, absentee mail voting patterns in Bladen and Robeson counties 
differed significantly from the remainder of CD 9 and from elsewhere in 
the State of North Carolina in two ways. First, there were exceedingly 
high rates at which absentee mail ballots were not returned in these 
counties, and with which people neither returned an absentee mail ballot, 
nor managed to vote in some other way. Second, among the ballots that 
were actually returned in these counties, the patterns of absentee mail 
votes deviated greatly from the absentee mail vote patterns observed 
elsewhere in the state. Mark Harris greatly overperformed in these two 
counties when compared with what one might have expected based on 
patterns elsewhere in CD 9 and throughout the state, and Dan McCready 
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greatly underperformed given the patterns observed elsewhere in CD 9 
and throughout the state. 


Qualifications 


o 


10. 


I am the Frank G. Thompson Professor of Government in the Department 
of Government at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Formerly, I was an Assistant Professor at the University of California, Los 
Angeles, and I was Professor of Political Science at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, where | held the Elting R. Morison Chair and 
served as Associate Head of the Department of Political Science. I] am the 
Principal Investigator of the Cooperative Congressional Election Study 
(CCES), a survey research consortium of over 250 faculty and student 
researchers at more than 50 universities, directed the Caltech /MIT 
Voting Technology Project from its inception in 2000 through 2004, and 


served on the Board of Overseers of the American National Election Study 
from 1999 to 2013. Iam a consultant to CBS News’ Election Night 


Decision Desk. Iam a member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences (inducted in 2007). My curriculum vitae is attached to this 
report. 


I have testified before the U.S. Senate Committee on Rules, the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Commerce, the U.S. House Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology, the U.S. House Committee on House Administration, and 
the Congressional Black Caucus on matters of election administration in 
the United States. I filed an amicus brief with Professors Nathaniel 
Persily and Charles Stewart on behalf of neither party to the U.S. Supreme 
Court in the case of Northwest Austin Municipal Utility District Number 
One v. Holder, 557 U.S. 193 (2009) and an amicus brief with Professor 
Nathaniel Persily and others in the case of Evenwel v. Abbott 578 US __ 
(2015). I have worked as a consultant to the Brennan Center in the case 
of McConnell v. FEC, 540 U.S. 93 (2003). I have served as a testifying 
expert for the Gonzales intervenors in State of Texas v. United States 
before the U.S. District Court in the District of Columbia (No. 1:11-cv- 
01303); the Rodriguez plaintiffs in Perez v. Perry, before the U. S. District 
Court in the Western District of Texas (No. 5:11-cv-00360), for the San 
Antonio Water District intervenor in LULAC v. Edwards Aquifer Authority 
in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas, San Antonio 
Division (No. 5:12cv620-OLG,) for the Department of Justice in State of 
Texas v. Holder, before the U.S. District Court in the District of Columbia 
(No. 1:12-cv-00128); for the Guy plaintiffs in Guy v. Miller in U.S. District 
Court for Nevada (No. 11-OC-00042-1B); for the Florida Democratic Party 
in Jn re Senate Joint Resolution of Legislative Apportionment in the Florida 
Supreme Court (Nos. 2012-CA-412, 2012-CA-490); for the Romo plaintiffs 
in Romo v. Detzner in the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit in 
Florida (No. 2012 CA 412); for the Department of Justice in Veasey v. 
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Perry, before the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas, 
Corpus Christi Division (No. 2:13cv00193); for the Harris plaintiffs in 
Harris v. McCrory in the U. S. District Court for the Middle District of North 
Carolina (No. 1:2013cv00949); for the Bethune-Hill plaintiffs in Bethune- 
Hill v. Virginia State Board of Elections in the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Virginia (No. 3: 2014cv00852); and for the Fish 
plaintiffs in Fish v. Kobach in the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Kansas (No. 2:16-cv-02105-JAR). 


My areas of expertise include American government, with particular 
expertise in electoral politics, representation, and public opinion, as well 
as Statistical methods in social sciences and survey research methods. | 
have authored numerous scholarly works on voting behavior and 
elections, the application of statistical methods in social sciences, 
legislative politics and representation, and distributive politics. This 
scholarship includes articles in such academic journals as the Journal of 


the Royal Statistical Society, American Political Science Review, American 
Economic Review, the American Journal of Political Science, Legislative 
Studies Quarterly, Quarterly Journal of Political Science, Electoral Studies, 
and Political Analysis. I have published articles on issues of election law 
in the Harvard Law Review, Texas Law Review, Columbia Law Review 
New York University Annual Survey of Law, and Election Law Journal, for 
which I am a member of the editorial board. I have coauthored three 
scholarly books on electoral politics in the United States, The End of 


Inequality: Baker v. Carr and the Transformation of American Politics, 
Going Negative: How Political Advertising Shrinks and Polarizes the 
Electorate, and The Media Game: American Politics in the Media Age. | 
am coauthor with Benjamin Ginsberg, and Ken Shepsle of American 
Government: Power and Purpose. My curriculum vita with publications 
list is attached to this report. 








Data and Sources 


12. 


LS! 


I relied on databases accessed through the website of the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections. Three primary databases in this analysis are: 


Database of Absentee requests in the November 6, 2018 election. This is 
the database absentee_20181106.csv. 

Database of Vote History of Records on the North Carolina state vote files. 
This is the file ncvhis_Statewide.txt. 

Database of election results for the November 6, 2018 election. This is 
the file results_pct 20181106.txt. 


The North Carolina State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
posted a document titled Exhibit 4.2.5.1.1.1, with a link to a dataset of 
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unreturned ballots in CD 9. These data are compiled in the database 
CIV_ABS_CONG 09 BALLOT NOT RETURNED EXPT_PUBLIC 20181204.c 
sv. Analyses of these data showed somewhat higher numbers of cases 
without a returned ballot than are evident in absentee 20181106. 
However,-these data do not appear to be a complete accounting of all 


on — absentee requests. For example, they only cover the counties in CD 9. 


14. 


Results 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


| 


I merged the data in the file 

CIV ABS_CONG:09 BALLOT_NOT RETURNED_EXPT PUBLIC 20181204.c 
sv into the file absentee_20181106. I discovered a small number of 
discrepancies in the number of people who did were indicated as not 
having returned an absentee mail ballot in CD 9. These discrepancies 
were on the order of a couple of dozen cases, and not sufficient to alter 
substantively any of the results or conclusions drawn with the analysis of 
absentee_20181106. I discuss the data from Exhibit 4.2.5.1.1.1 in my 
appendix. 


The absentee mail ballot process has six steps. 


First, a registered voter or a near relative requests that an absentee mail 
ballot be sent. The form must be signed by the voter or a near relative, 
and the requestor must provide the address where the ballot is to be sent. 


Second, the County Election Office verifies the request and sends the 
voter a mail ballot. 


Third, after receiving the ballot from the County Election Office, the voter 
fills out the ballot in the presence of two witnesses (or one if the witness 
is a notary public). The voter must seal the ballot in the return envelope 
and, then, complete and sign the Absentee Application and Certificate on 
the back of the envelope. The witness or witnesses also sign the 
envelope. 


Fourth, the registrant returns the absentee ballot to the County Election 
Office. Under North Carolina law, to be counted an absentee ballot must 
be (i) delivered in-person to the County Election Office no later than 5:00 
p.m. on Election Day, or (ii) postmarked no later than Election Day and 
received by the County Election Office no later than 3 days after Election 
Day.° 


2 The website of the North Carolina State Board of et provides a more 
detailed discussion of these steps. https: 





3 For the 2018 general election, due to Hurdeane Florence, the State Board of 
Elections ordered all hurricane-affected counties, including Bladen and Robeson, to 
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20. Fifth, the County Election Office receives the ballots, records the receipt, 
and determines whether the ballot is valid (e.g., was signed and 
witnessed). 


21. Sixth, the County Election Office determines how each individual voted, 
resolves all instances where an individual may have voted twice (say, 
absentee mail and in-person on election day) and counts all votes for 
offices and ballot measures. Ifan individual sent a mail ballot and later 
voted at the polling places in-person, curbside, or one-stop, the mail 
ballot is considered invalid and the other method of voting is accepted. 


22. Following the November 6, 2018 general election in North Carolina, there 
were reports of irregularities in absentee mail ballots in Bladen, 
Columbus, and Robeson Counties. * At least two types of activities are 
alleged to have occurred. 


23. There are allegations that people collected or intercepted marked 
absentee ballots and did not return them. That would interfere with Step 
4. If this type of activity was occurring and widespread in a particular 
area, we would expect to see unusually large numbers of non-returned 
ballots in that area. 


24. There are also allegations that people collected absentee mail ballots 
from the individuals who requested them, and, then, completed or altered 
the ballots to benefit one or more candidates, and returned them to the 
county election office. This type activity would affect Steps 3 and 6 of the 
process. If this type of activity was occurring and widespread, we would 
expect to see unusual deviations of the partisan division of the absentee 


count all absentee ballots postmarked no later than Election Day and received by 
the County Election Office no later than 9 days after Election Day. 

4 Greg Re, “Dems threaten not to seat GOP House winner amid ballot harvesting 
accusations in North Carolina” https://www.foxnews.com/politics /alleged-ballot- 
harvesting-in-north-carolina-house- -race- may-wipe-out-gop-win; Matt Volz 
“Disputed House race puts spotlight on ‘ballot harvesting.” Washington Post, 
December 6, 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/north-carolina- 








Ann McAdams, “NC election fraud: Concerning numbel of absentee ballots not 
returned in Columbus CO.” WECT News, pee 12, 2018 
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vote from the partisan division of the absentee ballot requests. The latter 
would emerge because voters have a strong tendency to vote in line with 
their party registration and party identification. This type of activity, 
then, could result in unusually large numbers of non-returned absentee 
ballots and discrepancies between the partisanship of the absentee mail 
registrations and the party division of the absentee mail vote. 


Parts A, B, C and D of this Section of my report examine the rates of non- 
returned ballots. Section E examines the discrepancy between requests 
and votes in absentee mail ballots that were returned and accepted. 


A. Requests for and Return of Absentee Mail Ballots in the State of North 


Carolina 


A.1. Statewide 


26. 


2/. 


28. 


oo: 


30. 


There are at least four different categories of data in the NCSBE Voter File 
relevant to this inquiry. 


Requests for Absentee Mail Ballots (“Requests”). This is the number of 


absentee mail ballots requests received by county elections departments. 


Voters who Requested an Absentee Mail Ballot (“Requestors”). This is the 


number of individual voters who submitted at least one request for an 
absentee mail ballot (as indicated by unique NCIDs). One individual may 
submit multiple requests for an absentee mail ballot; as aresult, there are 
more requests than there are requestors. 


Voters who Requested an Absentee Mail Ballot but Did Not Return the 
Absentee Mail Ballot (“Non-Mailing Requestors”). These are the voters 
who requested an absentee mail ballot but did not return it. Because an 
individual who does not return their absentee ballot can vote another 
way, such as through a one-stop early voting site or at the polling place on 
election day, this group includes both people who voted and people who 
did not vote. 





Voters who Requested an Absentee Mail Ballot, Did Not Return the 


Absentee Mail Ballot, and Did Not Otherwise Vote (“Non-Voting 
Requestors’). These are the voters who requested an absentee mail 


ballot, did not return it, and did not otherwise vote during one-stop early 
voting or at the polling place on election day. I used the vote history data 
from the state of North Carolina to determine whether and how each 
individual in the absentee voter file ultimately voted. 
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31. Across the state of North Carolina, counties received 137,234 Requests oe 
for absentee mail ballots in the 2018 general election,> and there were ( ) 
132,188 Requestors.® 


TABLE 1. REQUESTORS’ VOTING OUTCOMES AND OUTCOMES OF REQUESTORS’ MAIL 
BALLOTS IN 2018 GENERAL ELECTION (ALL REQUESTORS STATEWIDE) 
| | | Outcomes of Requestors’ Mail Ballots 
Requestors Requestors Requestors Requestors 
Requestors whose Mail whose Mail whose Mail whose Mail. 

Ballot was Ballot was Ballot was Ballot was 
Returned and | Returned but | Not Returned | Never Sent 
Accepted Not Accepted by County 


Requestors’ 
Voting 
Outcomes 


Requestors 

who Did Not | 19,967 13 5,301 14,527 126 
Vote in (10.9%) 

Election (any [“Non-Voting 
method - Requestors” | 

mail, early, 

election day) 


SN 

Requestors | 112,221 107,541 478 4,167 35 - 

who Votedin | (84.8%) 

Election (any 

method - 

mail, early, 

election day) 

TOTAL 132,188 107,554 3/09 18,694 
(14.1%) 
[“Non- 
Mailing 

7 Requestors’ | 


32. Ingeneral, alarge majority of Requestors in North Carolina in 2018 
succeeded in voting, either using their mail] ballot or through some other 

















° This figure equals the number of records (or rows) in the file 
absentee_20181106.csv for which the field ballot_req_type equals MAIL. 

6 The file absentee_20181106.csv contains 15,066 records for which an individual 
(unique NCID) tried to obtain an absentee mail ballot at least once. 
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means. In total, 112,221 Requestors (or 85 percent of the 132,188 
Requestors) eventually voted in the North Carolina general election in 
2018. See Table 1. 


Out of the 132,188 Requestors statewide, there were 18,694 Non- 
Returning Requestors (individuals who did not return their absentee mail 
ballot). Of these Non-Returning Requestors, 4,167 attempted to vote 
some other way. Hence, 14,527 individuals (or 10.9 percent of the 
132,188 requestors) were Non-Voting Requestors (who did not return a 
mail ballot and did not vote another way). See Table 1. 


Finally, 5,779 Requestors statewide returned an absentee mail ballot but 
the election office did not accept their ballots. This amounts to 5 percent 
of Requestors who returned their mail ballot. A voter’s mail ballot might 
be rejected for a variety of reasons. The most common reason listed in 
the data are “VOTER SIGNATURE MISSING,” “WITNESS INFO 
INCOMPLETE,” and “SPOILED.” These cases can be further divided into 
those individuals who managed to vote some other way and those who 
did not. 


The rest of my report primarily focuses on Non-Voting Requestors: those 
who requested and were sent an absentee mail ballot, did not return their 
absentee ballot, and did not vote in any other way. 


A.2. Congressional District 9 


36. 


37. 


38. 


S07: 


To begin with, contrast the rates of non-returned ballots in CD 9 with the 
rest of the state. CD 9 has a much higher rate of Non-Mailing Requestors 
and Non-Voting Requestors than the rest of the state of North Carolina. 
As will become clear, this deviation is driven primarily by the results in 
two counties, Bladen and Robeson. 


In CD 9, there were 17,005 requests for absentee mail ballots. Resolving 
duplicates, there were 16,299 Requestors. 


CD 9 had the highest rate of Non-Mailing Requestors in the state of North 
Carolina in the 2018 General Election. 


Of the 16,299 Requestors in CD 9, 3,397 (21 percent) were Non-Mailing 
Requestors. The rates of Non-Mailing Requestors in the other 12 CDs 
ranged from 11 percent (in CDs 5 and 11) to 16 percent (in CDs 1 and 8). 
The rate of Non-Mailing Requestors in CD 9 is 50 percent higher than the 
rate of absentee mail ballots across all CDs in 2018. The overall rate of 
Non-Mailing Requestors assigned to a CD throughout the state of North 


Exhibit 7.1.2.2 o/ of 96 


Carolina is 14.1 percent.’ Excluding CD 9 from this calculation, the rate 
of Non-Mailing Requestors outside of CD 9 is 13.2 percent. ( \ 


Meee 


40. CD 9 also had the highest rate of Non-Voting Requestors in the state of 
North Carolina in the 2018 General Election. Of the 16,299 Requestors in 
CD 9, 2,484 (15.2 percent) were Non-Voting Requestors. Across the other 
12 CDs in North Carolina (excluding CD 9) the rate of Non-Voting 
Requestors is 10.3 percent. 


41. In sum, these data reveal an unusually large number of voters in CD 9 
who did not return their absentee mail ballots and did not vote compared 
with the rest of the State of North Carolina. Examination of specific 
counties reveals where those problems are most highly concentrated -— in 
Bladen and Robeson Counties. 


A.3. North Carolina Counties 
A.3.1. Overall Patterns 


42. Inthe average county in North Carolina, 1 out of 7 Requestors were Non- 
Mailing Requestors. Specifically, the average rate of Non-Mailing 
Requestors among the counties is 14.6 percent and the median county 
has a rate of Non-Mailing Requestors of 13.7 percent.? However, certain ? 
counties in the state have rates of Non-Mailing Requestors significantly ( \ 
above those averages. ae 


Table 2. Number of Non-Mailing Requestors, 
Top 5 Counties 
County Name Number of of Non-Mailing Percent of Non- 

Requestors Requestors Mailing Requestors 

25.2% 

10.9% 
NOTE: Number of Individuals for whom at least one Record in absentee_20181106.csv 

with ballot_reg_type equal “MAIL” and for whom ballot_rtn_status equal blank. 


emetic | err PESTA 


7 A small number of registered voters in the file absentee_20181106 are not 
assigned to a CD. 

8 This calculation is for the average county. The overall rate of Non-Return 
Registrants is 10.9 percent. See Table 2. 
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The counties with the five highest rates of unreturned absentee mail 
ballots are Robeson County, Bladen County,? Richmond County, 
Columbus County, and Montgomery County. See Table 2. That is, 
Robeson’s rate of unreturned ballots is three times the average county, 
Bladen’s rate is two times larger than the average county, and the rates of 
unreturned ballots in Richmond, Columbus, and Montgomery are 66 
percent higher the rate of unreturned ballots in the average county. 


A.3.2. CD 9 Counties 


Table 3. Number of Non-Mailing Requestors, Counties and Portions of Counties in 


CD 9 


Number 

of Non- Percent of Non- 
County Name Number of Mailing Mailing 
Requestors Requestors Requestors 


ROBESON 2,913 1,184 91% 


RICHMOND 25% 


ANSON 


CUMBERLAND (CD 9 Portion) 23% 


SCOTLAND 


UNION 


BLADEN (CD 9 Portion) 1,366 33% 


23% 
79 


21% 


a 
3,557 15% 


MECKLENBURG (CD 9 Portion) 7,012 11% 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA _ | 132,188. 14,527 10.9% 


NOTE: Number of Individuals for whom at least one Record in 


absentee_20181106.csv with ballot_req_type equal “MAIL” and for whom 


44. 


45. 





ballot_rtn_status equal blank. 


The counties of NC CD 9 exhibit a wide range of rates of Non-Mailing 
Requestors, from 11 percentin Mecklenburg County (CD 9 portion) and 
15 percent in Union County, to 33 percent in Bladen County (CD 9 
portion) and 51 percent in Robeson. 


Bladen and Robeson counties exhibit very high rates of unreturned 
ballots relative to the rest of CD 9 and other the rest of the state. To be 
sure, Bladen and Robeson counties are not the only counties in CD 9 or 
surrounding area with elevated rates of unreturned absentee ballots. For 


9 The figures in this paragraph and Table 2 refer to Bladen County as a whole, 
including both CD 9 and CD 7. 
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example, Columbus (in CD 7), and Richmond, Anson, and Cumberland (in 
CD 9) also have rates of unreturned ballots at least 50 percent higher 
than the state as a whole. 


These high rates of unreturned ballots are not, however, the rule. 
Mecklenburg accounts for the largest number of absentee mail ballots in 
CD 9 (approximately 40 percent) and it has a lower than average rate of 
unreturned mail ballots. That is true in the portion of Mecklenburg in CD 
9 and the portion in CD 12. Brunswick and Moore counties also have 
below average rate of unreturned ballots. Union, Cabarrus, Cumberland 
(CD 8 portion), Sampson and Stanly all have rates of unreturned mail 
ballots around the state average. And even compared with the counties 
with elevated rates of unreturned ballots in this area, Bladen and 
Robeson stand out as having by far the highest rates. 1° 


B. Non-Returned Absentee Mail Ballots in Bladen and Robeson Counties 


47. 


As discussed above, Bladen and Robeson counties exhibit unusually high 
rates of non-returned absentee ballots. In this section I look more closely 
at these counties and provide statistical evidence that they are indeed 
Statistical outliers. 


B.1. Rates of Non-Returned Ballotsin Bladen County 


48. 


1,366 individuals requested absentee mail ballots in the portion of Bladen 


County that is in CD 9. See Table 4. 


10 The rates of Non-Mailing Requestors in other surrounding counties includes 11 
percent in Brunswick, 27 percentin Bladen (CD 7 portion), 12 percent in 
Mecklenburg (CD 12 portion), 14 percent in Cabarrus (CD 8), 27 percent in 


Columbus (CD 7), 17 percent in Cumberland (CD 8 part), 21 percent in Hoke (CD 8), 


12 percent in Mecklenburg (CD 12 part), 25 percent in Montgomery (CD 8), 13 
percent in Moore (CD 8), 18 percent in Sampson (CD 7), and 16 percent in Stanly 


(CD 8). 


LZ 
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TABLE 4. DISPOSITION OF MAIL BALLOTS IN THE PORTION OF BLADEN COUNTY IN 
— CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 9 IN THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN 2018 GENERAL 
( ELECTION 
/ «| Qutcomes of Requestors’ Mail Ballots 
Requestors Requestors Requestors Requestors 
Requestors | whose Mail whose Mail whose Mail whose Mail 

Ballot was Ballot was Ballot was Ballot was 
Returned Returned but | Not Returned | Never Sent 
and Not Accepted by County 
Accepted 

Requestors’ 

Voting 

Outcomes 

Requestors 

who Did Not 337 

Vote in (25.9%) 

Election (any [“Non-Voting 

method - mail, Requestors” | 

early, election 

day) 

Requestors 

who Voted in 

Election (any 

method - mail, 

early, election 





455 

(33.3%) 
[“Non- 
Mailing 
Requestors’ | 





49. Of these 1,366 requestors in Bladen County, 455 (33 percent) were Non- 
Mailing Requestors. 


50. Ofthese 455 people, 118 voted some other way, such as one-stop or in- 
person on Election Day. Hence, of the 1,366 requestors in Bladen County, 
337 (or 25.9 percent) were Non-Voting Requestors. 


B.2. Rates of Non-Returned Ballots in Robeson County 


51. 2,314 individuals requested absentee mail ballots in Robeson County, 
which lies entirely in CD 9. See Table 5. 
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TABLE 5. DISPOSITION OF MAIL BALLOTS IN THE ROBESON COUNTY IN 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 9 IN THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN 2018 GENERAL 
——— 
|__| Outcomes of Requestors’ Mail Ballots 
Requestors Requestors Requestors | Requestors 
Requestors | whose Mail whose Mail whose Mail | whose Mail 





Ballot was Ballot was Ballot was Ballot was 

Returned Returned but | Not Never Sent 
and Not Accepted | Returned by County 

Accepted 


Requestors’ 


Voting 
Outcomes 





Requestors who 
Did Not Votein | 856 24 832 0 
Election (any (35.9%) 
method - mail, [“Non- 
early, election Voting 
day) Requestors” | 
Requestors who 
Voted in 1,458 1,096 352 1 
Election (any — 
method - mail, rae 
early, election 
day) 
TOTAL 2,314 1,096 33 1,184 1 

(51.2%) 

[“Non- 

Mailing 

Requestors’ | | 


52. Of these 2,314 requestors, 1,184 (51 percent) were Non-Mailing 
Requestors. 






53. Of these 1,184 Non-Mailing Requestors, 352 voted some other way, such 
as one-stop or in-person on Election Day. Hence, of the 2,314 Requestors 
in Robeson County, 832 Requestors (or 36.0 percent) were Non-Voting 
Requestors. See Table 4. 


B.3 Rates of Non-Returned Ballots Elsewhere in CD 9 
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54. 12,619 individuals requested absentee mail ballots in the portions of CD 9 
other than Bladen and Robeson Counties. See Table 6. 


TABLE 6. DISPOSITION OF MAIL BALLOTS IN THE PORTIONS OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 9 
EXCEPTING BLADEN AND ROBESON COUNTIES IN 2018 GENERAL ELECTION 


Outcomes of Requestors’ Mail 
Ballots 


Requestors Requestors Requestors Requestors 
Requestors whose Mail whose Mail whose Mail whose Mail 
Ballot was Ballot was Ballot was Not | Ballot was 
Returnedand | Returned but | Returned Never Sent by 
Accepted Not ah $$ sat County 
early, election 


day) tet — 
Requestors 10,886 10,404 443 
who Voted in 
Election (any 
method - mail, 
early, election 
day) 
ee 
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1,315 
(10.2%) 
[“Non-Voting 
Requestors’ | 


1,733 











TOTAL 12,619 10,404 1,758 
(13.9%) 
[“Non-Mailing 
Requestors” 
rs es 
55.  Ofthese 12,619 requestors, 1,758 (13.9 percent) were Non-Mailing 
Requestors. 


56. Of these 1,758 Non-Mailing Requestors, 443 voted some other way, such 
as one-stop or in-person on Election Day. Hence, of the 12,619 requestors 
in the portions of CD 9 other than Bladen and Robeson Counties, 1,315 
requestors (or 10.2 percent) were Non-Voting Requestors. See Table 4. 


B.3. Bladen and Robeson are Statistical Outliers 
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57. Bladen and Robeson counties have rates of unreturned absentee mail 
ballots that are exceptional and statistical outliers compared with the -_ 
other counties in CD 9 and with the remainder of the state of North See 
Carolina. 


58. | As demonstrated in Tables 4, 5, and 6 above, the rates of Non-Voting 
Requestors in Bladen and Robeson counties, 25.9% and 34.9% 
respectively, are significantly higher than elsewhere in CD 9 (10.2%) and 
in the state as a whole (10.9%). 


59. To test for the possibility that these counties are outliers, | measured the 
probability that the results in Bladen and Robeson could have emerged by 
chance if the absentee balloting had followed the same patterns that 
existed elsewhere in the state. The idea behind this statistical test is that 
the return rates statewide follow a similar pattern. While not every 
county is identical, and there is variation in non-return rates based on 
particular characteristics of the counties, they vary closely around the 
overall statewide rate of non-returned ballots. I, then, measure the 
deviation of the non-return rates in Bladen and Robeson counties from 
the statewide rate to see if these counties deviate from the statewide rate, 
if so by how much, and then calculate how likely those counties’ 
deviations are to have arisen by chance, given the variation among the 
other 98 counties. 


60. I measured the average and variation of the rate of Non-Mailing — 
Requestors among all counties except for Bladen and Robeson in the 
entire state of North Carolina. Then, using a standard statistical test, | 
measured the probability of observing Non-Return rates as large as those 
in Bladen or in Robeson given the variation in Non-Return rates observed 
throughout the rest of the state.12 


61. For both Bladen and Robeson counties, the probability of observing a 
Non-Return rate that high or higher is essentially zero. Specifically, the 
probability of observing a Non-Return rate as high as observed in Bladen 
County is less than 0.0001. Likewise, the probability of observing a Non- 
Return rate as high as in Robeson County is less than 0.0001. The Non- 
Return rates in both counties, then, are highly unlikely to have arisen 
from the same processes and patterns that exist throughout the rest of 
the state. 


11 Specifically, I calculated the t-statistic for the test that the results in Bladen or 
Robeson could have come from the same distribution of Non-Return states 
exhibited across the other 98 counties in North Carolina. The t-statistic for the 
difference between the rate of non-returned ballots in Bladen and the 98 counties in 
North Carolina is 7.64. The t-statistic for the difference between the rate of non- po 
returned ballots in Robeson and the other 98 counties in North Carolina is 15.52. ( / 
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In sum, the Non-Return rates in Bladen and Robeson are extremely 
different from that observed in the rest of the state, and those differences 
are extremely unlikely to have arisen by chance. Bladen and Robeson are 
extreme outliers compared to the rest of the counties in North Carolina. 


This does not mean that any interference that took place in Bladen and 
Robeson did not also occur in other counties. For example, there are 
allegations of potential interference in Columbus County. Rather, this 
analysis shows that Bladen and Robeson are highly unusual within the 
state and show deviations in Non-Returned ballots well above what 
happened elsewhere. 


B.4. Specific Examples in Bladen and Robeson 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


Looking more closely at Bladen and Robeson counties reveals even more 
pronounced patterns in certain towns, and exposes other potential issues 
with absentee mail ballots that were returned but not accepted by the 
counties. 


In Robeson County, half of all Requestors did not return an absentee 
ballot. Even within Robeson, though, several towns stood out for their 
extremely high rates of Non-Mailing Requestors. In the town of Rowland, 
64 percent of requestors were Non-Mailing Requestors; in Parkton, 61 
percent; in Pembroke, 59 percent; in Lumber Bridge, 59 percent; in 
Maxton, 53 percent; in Lumberton 51 percent and in Saint Pauls 49. The 
lowest rate of Non-Mailing Requestors in Robeson County is in Red 
Springs, at 35 percent. Each of these towns is well above the statewide 
average and the average rate of returns elsewhere in CD 9. 


These towns have substantial African American and Native American 
populations. According to the American Community Survey of the US 
Census Bureau, Robeson County is 25 percent non-Hispanic White; it is 
24 percent African American, and it is 41 percent Native American. The 
town of Pembroke is particularly notable, as it has a significant 
concentration of members of the Lumbee Tribe. According to the 2013- 
2017 American Community Survey, conducted by the US Census Bureau, 
Pembroke is a town of 3,056 people, and there are 1,689 people who are 
American Indian alone (i.e., that is their sole ethnic or racial identity) in 
the town of Pembroke. Of 184 requestors who identify as Native 
American in Pembroke, 104 (57 percent) were Non-Mailing Requestors. 
That is a very high non-return rate. 


In the rest of the state of North Carolina (outside of Bladen and Robeson 


counties), 536 Requestors were Native American. Of these, 115 (21 
percent) were Non-Mailing Requestors. The problems in the town of 
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Pembroke, whatever they were, resulted in a non-mailing rate of the oo 
Native Americans in this town that were 3 times the state average for that ( | 
group. As discussed in the next section, Pembroke was not an exception ~~ 
in Robeson and Bladen counties. 


68. Closer examination of the towns suggests some other potential issues as 
well. Red Springs had the lowest non-return rate for Robeson County - of 
35 percent. However, the rate of ballots that were returned but not 
accepted by the county election office was a whopping 28 percent in Red 
Springs. Fairmont also had an unusually high rate of unaccepted ballots 
of 30%. These results may suggest other potential interference with 
absentee mail ballots in the county. 


69. The portion of Bladen County in CD 9 had 33 percent rate of Non-Mailing 
Requestors. In the towns of Bladenboro and Elizabethtown, the rates of 
Non-Mailing Requestors were 38 and 34 percent respectively. These are 
the two most populous towns in Bladen County. Bladenboro had over 
700 requests for absentee mail ballots; Elizabethtown had almost 500 
requests for absentee mail ballots. These anomalies were not limited to 
those more populous communities. In the less populous town of Harrells, 
the rate of Non-Mailing Requestors was 25; in Dublin, 46 percent; in 
Clarkton, 42 percent; in White Oak, 35 percent. 


70. Elizabethtown also exhibited a high rate of mail ballots that were not ( ) 
accepted by the county. Of the 463 requests, 71 (15 percent) resulted in 
the County Election Office not accepting the absentee mail ballot. Asa 
result, only 48 percent of absentee mail ballot requests in Elizabeth Town 
resulted in an accepted mail ballot. Bladenboro was nearly the same. Of 
709 requests for absentee mail ballots, 84 (12 percent) resulted in ballots 
that were not accepted by the County Election Office. And, only 46 
percent of absentee mail ballot requests in Bladenboro resulted in an 
accepted mail ballot. 


71. Closer examination of the towns in Bladen and Robeson counties, then, 
reveals that the high rates of non-returned absentee ballots were 
widespread in these counties. This potential interference hit minority 
communities, such as the American Indian community in Pembroke, 
particularly hard. And many towns also provided evidence of other 
potential issues with absentee ballots that were returned but not 
accepted by the county. 


C. Results in Bladen and Robeson Are Atypical for Specific Groups of Voters 
72. A possible explanation for the very high rate of non-returned absentee 


mail ballots in Bladen and Robeson counties is that it reflects the 
composition of these counties. First, it might be the case that the 
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requestors included many new registrants, who tend to vote at lower 
rates, even after requesting a mail ballot. Second, it might be thata 
demographic or partisan group that has a lower propensity to vote is 
more heavily represented in these counties. In either instance, the 
groups would have voted largely consistently with expected patterns 
seen elsewhere in the state, and there just happened to be many 
members of these groups among requestors in Robeson and Bladen 
counties. Were that the case, the low return rate, then, would bea 
spurious consequence of the heavy concentration of such a group in these 
counties. 


But these theories, it turns out, are not supported by the data and 
therefore do not explain what happened in Bladen and Robeson counties. 
For example, the rate of non-voting among new voter requestors in 
Bladen and Robeson is 30 percentage points higher than that of new 
voters elsewhere in CD 9 or in the state. More striking still, the rate of 
non-voting among requestors who have voted in many elections in the 
past is also 30 percentage points higher than similarly experienced voters 
elsewhere in CD 9 orin the state. Comparing the return rates of racial 
and partisan groups inside and outside of Bladen and Robeson counties 
also shows striking differences. The non-voting rates of requestors of all 
racial and all partisan groups in these counties are much higher than their 
counterparts elsewhere in CD 9 and in the state. These differences 
suggest that the patterns of absentee mail voting in these counties are not 
a product of the voting experience of registrants or of the racial and 
partisan composition of the counties. Rather, then non-voting rates 
among requestors within these counties are extremely high compared to 
the rest of the state. That is true for the population as a whole, and for 
every one of the groups (experience, race, and party) that I examined. 


C.1. Experience Voting in Past Elections 


74. 


75. 


One plausible explanation for the patterns observed in Bladen and 
Robeson counties might be that there had been a registration and get-out- 
the-vote effort that attempted to mobilize many new voters by getting 
them to vote absentee mail ballots. Because new voters tend to vote at 
lower rates than experienced voters, and more new voters were signed 
up to vote by mail absentee ballot, this might account for higher non- 
return rates in the two counties. 


To test this conjecture, I compared the rate of non-voting in Bladen and 
Robeson counties with the non-voting rate elsewhere in CD 9 and 
elsewhere in the state for each of three groups of requestors. Group 1 are 
New Voters, or requestors who had not voted in prior elections according 
to the North Carolina State Board of Elections vote history data. Group 2 
are Occasional Voters, or requestors who had voted in one, two, or three 
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prior elections over the past 6 years. This group would include relatively oe 
new registrants as well as those who only voted occasionally over the ( ‘) 
past 6 years. Group 3 are Frequent Voters, or requestors who had voted “ee 
at least 4 times in the past 6 years. For example, someone who voted in 

every federal general election (2012, 2014, 2016, and 2018) would bea 

Frequent Voter in Group 3. These are displayed in Table 7 below. For 

simplicity, | combined Bladen and Robeson counties; the results are 

qualitatively the same treating them Separately. 


TABLE 7. NON-VOTING REQUESTORS BY FREQUENCY OF VOTING IN PAST 
ELECTIONS 
Co nnn. Location of Non-Voting Requestor 

Bladen (CD 9 RestofCD9 | Rest of State 
part) of North 
and Robeson Carolina 
Counties 
[Num. of 
Requestors] 


Non-Voting Requestors’ 


Experience Voting in Prior 
Elections 


New Voter ( 


(2018 is first election in Voter 15.8% 
History) [17,325] 


Occasional Voter: 
Voted 2 - 4 Prior Elections 


Frequent Voter: 11.7% 
Voted 4+ Prior Elections [16,934] 





76. New voter requestors in Bladen and Robeson counties, shown in the first 
cell of Table 9 above, indeed have very high rates of non-voting - almost 
half of the total overall. Specifically, 49 percent of New Voter requestors 
in Bladen and Robeson counties had no returned mail ballot and recorded 
no vote through other means. Comparing across the first row of the 
table, however, there is a striking difference between New Voter 
requestors in Bladen and Robeson counties compared with New Voter 
requestors elsewhere in CD 9 and elsewhere in the state. For example, in 
the remainder of CD 9, 14 percent of New Voter requestors were Non- 
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Voting Requestors. In the remainder of the state, the rate is 16 percent. 
Hence, New Voter requestors in Bladen and Robeson had a non-voting 
rate of 49 percent, which is more than 30 points higher than the non- 
voting rate of New Voters elsewhere in the state. 


I also examined the non-voting rates of Occasional and Frequent voter 
requestors. In Bladen and Robeson counties, the non-voting rates of 
those two groups of requestors exceed 40 percent, which is nearly as high 
as the non-voting rate for New Voter requestors in the two counties. 


As with New Voters, the non-voting rate is 30 points higher for Occasional 
and Frequent Voter requestors in Bladen and Robeson counties than it is 
in the rest of CD 9 or in the rest of North Carolina. The rate of non-voting 
for Occasional voter requestors is 15 percent in the rest of CD 9 and 15 
percent in the rest of the state, compared with 41 percent in Bladen and 
Robeson counties. The rate of non-voting for Frequent Voter requestors 
is 10 percent in the rest of CD 9 and 12 percent in the rest of the state, 
compared with 42 percent in Bladen and Robeson counties. 


This pattern squarely contradicts the notion that the results in Bladen 
and Robeson are the result of a high number of New Voters. Whatever 
happened in Bladen and Robeson counties affected the ability of New 
Voters, Occasional Voters, and Frequent Voters to cast absentee ballots by 
mail alike. 


A somewhat different possibility is that Bladen and Robeson counties 
differ from the rest of CD 9 or from the rest of the state in their racial 
composition, and that groups overrepresented in these counties might 
have low propensities to vote. As noted earlier, these counties do have 
high minority populations. Robeson has an especially large Native 
American population, and both counties have large African American 
populations. 


The unreturned rates among racial groups reveal three patterns. 


First, Bladen and Robeson counties are distinctive in that African 
American voters and Native American voters combined make up the 
majority of individuals who requested absentee mail ballots. Elsewhere 
in the state, Whites voters comprised 75 to 80 percent of the individuals 
who made such requests. In Bladen and Robeson counties combined, 
however, 36 percent of all people who requested absentee mail ballots 
were African American; 18 percent, Native American; and 42 percent, 
White. In the part of Bladen County that is in CD 9, 31 percent of absentee 
mail ballot requests came from African Americans, 1 percent from Native 
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Americans, and 67 percent from whites. In Robeson County, 40 percent of . 
absentee mail ballot requests came from African Americans; 28 percent, ( a 
from Native Americans, and 26 percent from Whites. 


83. Second, inthe rest of NC 9 and the rest of the state, White voters, African 
American votes, and Native American requestors have similar rates non- 
voting: about 9 percent for White requestors, and about 13 to 15 percent 
for African American and Native American requestors. 


84. Third, in Bladen and Robeson counties, White requestors and Black 
requestors also have similar rates of non-voting, but those rates are much 
higher than the rest of the state: the rate at which African American 
individuals did not return ballots and did not vote in any other way is 21 
percent in Bladen and 33 percent in Robeson. The rate at which white 
individuals did not return ballots and did not vote in any other way is 26 
percent in Bladen and 31 percent in Robeson. The rate of non-voting 
among Native American requestors is particularly high in Robeson 
County, at 43%. See Table 8 below. 


African- 
American ( : 
} 


Location of Non-Voting 
Reauestors 


BLADEN 89 5 
(26.2%) (21.1% (38.5% 


*) ) 

191 298 277 
ROBESON (31.2%) (32.5%) (43.0%) 
REST OF NC9 (9.3%) (14.3%) (14.4%) 


REST OF THE STATE OF 7,946 2,510 
NORTH CAROLINA (9.4%) (13.3%) (15.2%) 





85. These three patterns indicate that high non-return rates in Bladen and 
Robeson counties are not a consequence of the racial composition of CD 
9. Even though the request rate of minority groups is very large in 
Bladen and Robeson counties compared with the rest of the state, itis the 
particularly high non-non-return rate of each group- African American, 
Native American, and White - as compared to their counterparts 
elsewhere in the state that produces the high overall non-return rate in 
the two counties. 
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( C.3. Party Registration. 


86. Partyregistration shows a similar story to race. Every partisan group in 
Bladen and Robeson counties has an elevated rate of unreturned ballots 
as compared to the same partisan groups in the rest of the state. 
However, owing to the relatively low number of Republican absentee 
mail ballot requests in the area, Democratic and Unaffiliated registrants 
were affected disproportionately. 


87.  First,in Bladenand Robeson combined, Democrats accounted for almost 
60 percent of absentee ballot requests and Republicans only 13 percent. 
In the two counties combined, 3,680 individuals requested absentee mail 
ballots. Of these, 2,102 were from Democratic registrants; 501 were from 
Republican registrants; and 1,069 were from Unaffiliated registrants. 


88. Second, the rates of non-returned ballots in Bladen and Robeson counties 
are much higher for each group than for their counterparts elsewhere in 
the state. See Table 9 below. 


TABLE 9. NON-VOTING REQUESTORS BY PARTY 


Party Affiliation of Non-Voting Requestor 
Republican | Democratic i Unaffiliated 
Location of Non-Voting Requestor 


BLADEN 96 102 139 
(31.7%) (19.1%) (26.4% 
65 





: ) 

527 239 

ROBESON (32.3%) (33.6%) (44.1%) 
REST OF NC9 (9.2%) (10.1%) (10.1%) 
REST OF THE STATE OF NORTH 2,784 5221 3972 
CAROLINA (9.2%) (10.4%) (11.2% 





89. As shown above, the non-voting rate for Democratic requestors 
elsewhere in the state is 10 percent, but it is 19 percent in Bladen and 34 
percent in Robeson. The non-voting rate for Unaffiliated requestors 
elsewhere in the state is 11 percent, but it is 26 percent in Bladen and 44 
percent in Robeson. The non-voting rate for Republican requestors is 9 
percent, but it is 32 percent in Bladen and 32 percent in Robeson. 
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90. Hence, the high rates of unreturned ballots do not result from having one 
group that has an unusually high rate of unreturned ballots being over 
represented in the area. Rather, every partisan group has highly elevated 
rates of unreturned ballots in these counties when compared with the 
rest of CD 9 and the rest of the state. 


91. Owing to the higher rate ofrequests, Democrats and Unaffiliated 
registrants make up a much larger percent of individuals who requested 
mail ballots, did not return them, and did not cast a vote in any other way. 
In Bladen and Robeson combined, there are 161 Republican registrants 
who did not return their mail ballots and did not vote any other way. 
There are 378 such cases of Unaffiliated registrants. And, there are 629 
such cases of Democratic registrants. Thus, in Bladen and Robeson 
counties, Democratic registrants account for 54 percent of individuals 
who requested mail ballots but did not return them and did not vote in 
any other way. Republicans accounted for just 14 percent of such cases. 


92. Insum, the unusually high rates of unreturned absentee mail ballots in 
Bladen and Robeson are extreme Statistical outliers compared to the rest 
of the state. These anomalies are not explained by the demographic or 
partisan composition of the counties; nor are these patterns explained by 
an unusually high rate of new registrants who did not return their 
absentee ballots. Rather, the rates of unreturned ballots are elevated for 
all groups — based on voting experience, race, and party registration - in 
Bladen and Robeson counties when contrasted with the compatriots of 
each group elsewhere in the state. 


D. Conclusion 


93. CD 9 isan outlier in the rate of unreturned absentee mail ballots 
compared with the rest of the state. Bladen and Robeson Counties are 
outliers in the rate of unreturned absentee ballots compared with the rest 
of CD 9 and with the rest of the state. The observed deviations are 
extremely unlikely to have arisen by chance, and plausible alternative 
explanations having to do with the nature of the electorate in these 
counties cannot account for the extremely high non-return rates in 
Bladen and Robeson counties. Rather, every group of voters who 
requested absentee mail ballots seems to have encountered substantial 
obstacles to submitting an Accepted absentee mail ballot. These patterns 
are consistent with allegations of interference with the absentee mail 
ballot process. 


94. Finally, the data indicates that hundreds of votes may have been affected 
by these irregularities. 3,680 individuals in Bladen and Robeson Counties 
requested absentee ballots. The mail ballots of 1,639 individuals in 
Bladen and Robeson Counties combined were never returned to county 
elections offices. And 1,169 of these individuals never ended up casting a 
ballot in the election. 
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Further, these figures likely understate the magnitude of any potential 
interference with absentee mail ballots, as they do not incorporate other 
potential irregularities, such as relatively high rates of absentee mail 
ballots that were received by the county elections offices but were not 
accepted and counted. 


E. Partisan Affiliation of Absentee Mail Requests compared with Partisan 
Outcomes of Absentee Mail Votes 


96. 


Dds 


98. 


This section of my report examines the allegation that an organized group 
collected absentee mail ballots from voters, completed or altered the 
ballots to favor one or more candidates, and then submitted them. As 
discussed above, such actions could result in differences between the 
partisan affiliation of the voters whose absentee ballots are returned and 
the partisan outcome of the contests on the ballot. It is well established 
in Political Science research that people who identify with or register 
with a political party have a very high probability of voting for that party 
in general elections. In order to attempt to fraudulently alter election 
outcomes in favor of a candidate from one party, a perpetrator who 
intercepted the absentee ballot of a member of another party would cast 
a vote contrary to how that voter would have normally voted. 


Consider a somewhat extreme example to clarify the logic. Suppose, for 
instance, that half the ballots are requested by individuals registered with 
party A and half are from party B. Suppose further, that all Party A 
registrants would vote for party A and all Party B registrants vote for 
Party B. Suppose, finally, that half of all ballots are intercepted and voted 
by an individual who sides with party B, and that individual marks all of 
the intercepted ballots for party B. In such a situation, party A would win 
one-fourth of the votes even though one half of the votes came from party 
A registrants. The reason is that half of the ballots of Party A registrants 
are intercepted and changed to votes for party B. Party A would win 
those votes of Party A registrants that were not intercepted; that is one 
half of one half of the ballots, or one quarter of the ballots. Party B, on 
the other hand, would win three quarters of the votes, even though only 


half of the registrants are from party B. The reason is that the person 


who intercepted the ballots would choose party B for the ballots. Hence, 
party B would win all of the votes of those people registered with Party B, 
and party B would additionally win the intercepted ballots of party A 
registrants whose votes were cast for party B. 


This hypothetical example merely demonstrates the consequences of 
such interference if it occurred, but it does describe the general pattern of 
absentee votes and absentee ballot requests that would be consistent 
with such behavior. Specifically, if such interference occurred on behalf 
of, say, the Republican candidate, then the Republican candidate would 
receive disproportionately many absentee votes compared to absentee 
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ballot requests from Republican registrants, and the Democratic 
candidate would receive disproportionately few absentee votes 
compared to absentee ballot requests from Democratic registrants. To 
gauge whether the data are consistent with such behavior, I measure the 
proportion of Democratic, Republican, and Unaffiliated registrants who 
cast absentee mail ballots in Bladen and Robeson Counties, and compare 
those figures to the proportion of absentee votes received by Democratic 
and Republican candidates. I further compare those figures to the rest of 
CD 9 and the rest of the state of North Carolina to see if the patterns are 
unusual. This analysis is presented in Table 10. 


Table 10 compares the partisan breakdown of registrants whose mail 
ballots were accepted by the county elections offices and the absentee 
mail vote cast for the Democratic and Republican candidates for US House 
of Representatives. The analysis is performed for Bladen County (part in 
CD 9), Robeson County, CD 9, and the State of North Carolina. Table 11 
distills the essential facts from this andlysis and compares the percent of 
absentee votes and absentee ballot request for each area. 


Throughout the State of North Carolina 41 percent of accepted absentee 
mail ballots came from Democratic registrants, 23 percent of accepted 
absentee mail ballot requests came from Republican registrants, and 31 
percent of accepted mail absentee ballot requests came from Unaffiliated 
registrants. Democratic candidates for US House won 58 percent of 
absentee mail votes statewide. That is, Democratic candidates won the 
absentee mail vote by 17 percentage points more than the percent of 
accepted absentee ballots that came from Democratic registrants. 
Republican candidates for US House won 41 percent of absentee mail 
votes for US House statewide. That is, Republican candidates won the 
absentee mail vote by 13 percentage points more than the percent of 
accepted absentee mail ballots that came from Republican registrants. 
This pattern is consistent with an accounting of votes in which almost all 
Democratic registrants voted Democratic, almost all Republican 
registrants voted Republican, and Unaffiliated registrants split their 
votes. 


In the non-Bladen and Robeson portions of CD 9, absentee mail ballots 
and absentee mail votes follow the same pattern as the rest of the state. 
The last panel of Table 10 compares the partisan breakdown of absentee 
ballots and mail votes in the remainder of CD 9 (excluding Bladen and 
Robeson Counties). Specifically, Democratic registrants had 3,770 
absentee mail ballots accepted; Republican registrants had 2,536 vote by 
mail ballots accepted, and Unaffiliated registrants had 3,007 mail ballots 
accepted. Democratic registrants were the plurality of accepted absentee 
mail ballots, and the Democratic candidate won the majority of the 
absentee mail votes. 
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TABLE 10. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PARTISAN AFFILIATION OF VOTERS 


WHOSE ABSENTEE MAIL BALLOTS WERE ACCEPTED AND PARTISAN 
cca OF ABSENTEE MAIL VOTES CAST FOR US HOUSE 








STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Democratic Republican Unaffiliated Other Party 
en 
40,251 26,790 30,162 368 
~~ (41.3 %)J (27.5 %) a 9%) (0.4 %) 

Candidate Candidate Candidate 
for US (57. 9%) (40. 8%) (1. 2%) 
—— 


CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 9 
Bladen County 


ee La 
Registrants | Registrants | Registrants | Registrants TOTAL 
Hear ote LoL ot | 
| (42. 1%) (19. 1%) (38.6%) (0.1% 
Semaae | 
Candidate Candidate ents 
for US (37.7%) (61.4%) (0. is 
a 
Robeson County 


aes 
Registrants | Registrants | Registrants | Registrants TOTAL 
~Mail Ballots | 4 180 |} 691 

a (26.1%) 


Pemce |e [| | Sima’ | 
Candidate Candidate Candidate 
er Votes ae 259 
Tote ot | [om | 
ee 
eee Oe 
Registrants | Registrants | Registrants | Registrants TOTAL 
arm | om | | 
opted (40. 4%) (27. 1%) an 2%) (0.3% 
Candidate | Candidate Candidate 


a Votes 5,810 3,348 129 a 287 
for US (62.6%) (36.1%) (1.4%) 
House 


Sources: NCSBE data: absentee_20181106.csv, results_20181106.csv. 
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As shown in Table 10, Dan McCready won 5,810 absentee mail votes. Thatis, 
McCready won 2,040 more votes than there were Democratic votes by mail. In 
counties other than Bladen and Robeson in CD 9, Mark Harris won 3,348 absentee e \ 
mail votes. That is 812 more votes than there were accepted absentee mail ballots 

from Republican registrants. 


102. Bladen and Robeson Counties break from this pattern. In Bladen and 
Robeson Counties, the Democratic candidate received slightly fewer 
absentee mail votes than there were accepted absentee mail ballots from 
Democratic registrants, and the Republican candidate for US House in CD 
9 received disproportionately more votes than there were absentee mail 
ballot requests from Republican registrants. 


103. InBladen county, the county election office accepted 286 absentee mail 
ballots from Democrats, 116 absentee mail ballots from Republicans, and 
262 absentee mail ballots from voters with Unaffiliated registration. Dan 
McCready received 258 absentee mail votes - 18 less than the number of 
mail ballots from Democratic voters. Mark Harris received 420 absentee 
mail ballots - 294 more than the number of mail ballots from Republican 
voters. 


104. In Robeson county, the election office accepted 405 absentee mail ballots 
from Democrats, 104 absentee mail ballots from Republicans, and 180 
absentee mail ballots from voters with Unaffiliated registration. Dan - 
McCready received 403 absentee mail votes - 2 less than the number of ( 
mail ballots from Democratic voters. Mark Harris received 259 absentee <4 
mail ballots - 147 more than the number of mail ballots from Republican 
voters. 


105. These results are highly unusual compared with the patterns elsewhere 
in CD 9 and in the state of North Carolina as a whole. 


106. To put this in perspective, assume, as above, that McCready and Harris 
won all of their own partisans’ mail ballots in CD 9 (except in Bladen and 
Robeson Counties). Under this assumption, McCready would have won 
67.8 percent of the Unaffiliated and Harris would have won 27.0 percent 
of the Unaffiliated throughout CD 9 (exceptin Bladen and Robeson 
Counties). But Bladen and Robeson are completely the opposite. Again, 
assume that the candidates won their own partisans’ absentee mail 
ballots. Then, McCready would win none of the Unaffiliated ballots, and 
Harris would win almost all of the Unaffiliated ballots (a small percent 
would go to a third-party candidate or not vote). Under this assumption 
McCready won approximately two-thirds of the Unaffiliated vote in CD 9 
and none of the Unaffiliated vote in Bladen and Robeson. 
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TABLE 11. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PARTISAN AFFILIATION OF VOTERS 
WHOSE ABSENTEE MAIL BALLOTS WERE ACCEPTED AND PARTISAN 
OUTCOMES OF ABSENTEE MAIL VOTES CAST FOR US HOUSE 


ae a8 A some 


Percent of Mail Votes Percent of Mail Votes for 

For Democrats (US Republican.(US House) 
House) 

Minus 

Minus 

Percent of Mail Ballots 

Percent of Mail Ballots from Republican 
from Democratic Registrants 
Registrants 


State of North Carolina + 16.6 +13.3 


(57.9 % - 41.3 %) (40.8 % - 27.5 %) 


CD 9 (except Bladen and +22.4 +9.0 
Robeson Counties) (62.6 % - 40.4 %) (36.1 % - 27.1%) 


( \ Bladen County -4.4 +42.3 


(part in CD 9) (37.7 % - 42.1 %) (61.4 % - 19.1 %) 


Robeson County +0.6 +23.0 


LOZ. 


108. 





(59.2 % - 58.6 %) (38.1 % - 15.1 %) 


Table 11 presents another way to appreciate the peculiarity of the 
absentee vote patterns in Bladen and Robeson. This table presents the 
difference between the share of the absentee mail votes won by each 
candidate and the share of absentee mail ballots requested by members 
of the partisan groups. Statewide, Democrats won 16.6 points higher 
vote percentage than their party's registrants’ percentage of the absentee 
ballots, and Republicans won 13.3 points higher vote percentage than 
their registrants’ percentage of absent mail ballots. For example, 
Democrats were 41.3 percent of registered voters whose ballots were 
accepted, and Democratic candidates won 57.9 percent of mail ballots 
statewide. That is a difference of 16.6 points. 


In CD 9, except for Bladen and Robeson counties, Dan McCready won 22.4 
points higher percentage of votes than of Democratic registrants among 
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mail ballots cast. Mark Harris won 9.0 points higher vote percentage 
than Republican registrants among mail ballots cast. 


109. In Bladen county, however Mark Harris’ percentage of votes won was 41 
points higher than the percentage of Republicans among registrants who eels 
cast mail ballots. And, in Robeson county, the difference for Harris was, 

23 points. By comparison, the percentage of votes that Dan McCready 
won in Bladen county was 4 points /ower than the percentage of 
Democrats among registrants who cast mail ballots. In Robeson county, 
that difference was essentially 0. 





110. This unusual pattern is highly different from the rest of CD 9 and patterns 
of absentee voting in the state as a whole. 
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] declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, 
correct, and complete. 


Name: Stephen Ansolabahere 


</ | ) ) 
Date; Dscember Zl, 2018, 


Sworn to {or affirmed) and subscribed before me this the 2! day of Decem bey 


2018 . 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Onthis 2 | dayot_Deécem Cre ,20 f 
before me, the undersigned notary public, STezhen Fassala be hese 


personally appeared, proved to me through 

satisfactory evidence of identification, which were 

“Derver's Cigense€ , to be the person whose name is 
si f attached document, and acknowiedged 


to me that he/she signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose. 


WW) KALAN CHANG. Notary Public 
My Commission Expires September 27, 2024 
My commission expires Seplenbee 2 2024. 
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Appendix A. Alternative Data 


Data in the file 

CIV_ABS_CONG 09 BALLOT_NOT RETURNED EXPT_PUBLIC 20181204. csv. ( S 
show slightly higher numbers of unreturned ballots in Bladen and Robeson 
Counties. They do not substantively alter my conclusions that CD 9 has an unusually 

high rate of unreturned absentee ballots in the state, and Bladen and Robeson 

Counties have extremely high rates of unreturned mail ballots. 


According to these data there are 483 individuals with unreturned absentee mail 
ballots in Bladen County, 18 more cases than in the file absentee_20181106.csv. 
They account for 33 percent of individuals who requested absentee ballots. 


In Robeson County, these alternative data contain 1,197 individuals with 
unreturned absentee mail ballots in Robeson County, 13 more cases than in the file 
absentee_20181106.csv. See Tables xx. These data indicate that 63 percent of all 
individuals who requested absentee mail ballots in Robeson County did not return 
one. 


According to these data, the rate of unreturned ballots is 23 percent in CD 9 overall, 
approximately 2 points higher than in the file absentee_20181106.csv. And, the rate 
of unreturned ballots in the CD 9 except for Bladen and Robeson Counties is 15 
percent. 


These data are broadly consistent with the findings from the file a 
absentee_20181106.csv. Though they suggest that the numbers might be slightly ( 5 
higher. ae 


I do not do further analyses of these data because they cover only the counties in CD 
9. Also, I do not know the methodology for generating these data. 


This does not include the analysis looking at how many of their identified cases 
voted in person later. 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 


ACADEMIC POSITIONS ( 


2016-present Frank G. Thompson Professor of Government, Harvard University 
2008-present Professor, Department of Government, Harvard University 
2015-present Director, Center for American Politics, Harvard University 


1998-2009 Elting Morison Professor, Department of Political Science, MIT 
(Associate Head, 2001-2005) 

1995-1998 Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, MIT 

1993-1994 National Fellow, The Hoover Institution 

1989-1993 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 


University of California, Los Angeles 


FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS 


American Academy of Arts and Sciences 2007 

Carnegie Scholar 2000-02 
National Fellow, The Hoover Institution 1993-94 
Harry S. Truman Fellowship 1982-86 





Exhibit 7.1.2.2 82 of 96 


pee 


RaAC008 eget emanate, 





Exhibit 7.1.2.2 83 of 96 





PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

2019 American Government, 15" edition. With Ted Lowi, Benjamin Ginsberg 
and Kenneth Shepsle. W.W. Norton. 

2014 Cheap and Clean: How Americans Think About Energy in the Age of Global 
Warming. With David Konisky. MIT Press. Recipient of the Donald K. Price 
book award. 

2008 The End of Inequality: One Person, One Vote and the Transformation of American 
Politics. With James M. Snyder, Jr., W. W. Norton. 

1996 Going Negative: How Political Advertising Divides and Shrinks the American 
Electorate. With Shanto Iyengar. The Free Press. Recipient of the Goldsmith 
book award. 

1993 Media Game: American Politics in the Television Age. With Roy Behr and 
Shanto Iyengar. Macmillan. 

Journal Articles 

2018 ‘Policy, Politics, and Public Attitudes Toward the Supreme Court” American 

Politics Research (with Ariel White and. Nathaniel Persily). 
https://doi.ore/10.1177/1532673X 18765189 
2018 ‘Measuring Issue-Salience in Voters’ Preferences” Electoral Studies (with Maria 
Socorro Puy) 51 (February): 103-114. 
2018 “Divided Govemment and Significant Legislation: A History of Congress,” Social 
Science History (with Maxwell Palmer and Benjamin Schneer).42 (1). 
2017 “ADGN: An Algorithm for Record Linkage Using Address, Date of Birth 
Gender and Name,” Statistics and Public Policy (with Eitan Hersh) 
2017 “Identity Politics” (with Socorro Puy) Public Choice. 168: 1-19. 
DOI 10.1007/s11127-016-0371-2 
2016 ‘A 200-Year Statistical History of the Gerrymander” (with Maxwell Palmer) The 


Ohio State University Law Journal 


3 
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2016 


2016 


2015 


2015 


2015 


2015 


2014 


2014 


2013 


2013 


2013 


2013 


2013 
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“Do Americans Prefer Co-Ethnic Representation? The Impact of Race on House 
Incumbent Evaluations” (with Bernard Fraga) Stanford University Law Review 
68: 1553-1594 


Revisiting Public Opinion on Voter Identification and Voter Fraud in an Era of 
Increasing Partisan Polarization” (with Nathaniel Persily) Stanford Law Review 
68: 1455-1489 


“The Perils of Cherry Picking Low Frequency Events in Large Sample Surveys” 
(with Brian Schaffner and Samantha Luks) Electoral Studies 40 (December): 
409-410. 


“Testing Shaw v. Reno: Do Majority-Minority Districts Cause Expressive 
Harms?” (with Nathaniel Persily) New York University Law Review 90 


“A Brief Yet Practical Guide to Reforming U.S. Voter Registration, Election Law 
Journal, (with Daron Shaw and Charles Stewart) 14: 26-31. 


“Waiting to Vote,” Election Law Journal, (with Charles Stewart) 14: 47-53. 
‘“Mecro-economic Voting: Local Information and Micro-Perceptions of the 
Macro-Economy” (With Marc Meredith and Erik Snowberg), Economics and 
Politics 26 (November): 380-410. 


“Does Survey Mode Still Matter?” Political Analysis (with Brian Schaffner) 22: 
285-303 


“Race, Gender, Age, and Voting” Politics and Governance, vol. 1, issue 2. 
(with Eitan Hersh) 
http://www.librelloph.com/politicsandgovernance/article/view/PaG-1.2.132 





“Regional Differences in Racially Polarized Voting: Implications for the 
Constitutionality of Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act” (with Nathaniel Persily 
and Charles Stewart) 126 Harvard Law Review F 205 (2013) 
http://www.harvardlawreview.org/issues/126/april13/forum_1005.php 


“Cooperative Survey Research” Annual Review of Political Science (with 
Douglas Rivers) 


“Social Sciences and the Alternative Energy Future” Daedalus (with Bob Fri) 


“The Effects of Redistricting on Incumbents,” Election Law Journal 
(with James Snyder) 


2012 


2012 


2012 


2012 


2012 


2012 


2011 


2011 


2010 


2010 


2010 


2010 


2010 


2009 


Exhibit 7.1.2.2 85 of 96 


“Asking About Numbers: How and Why” Political Analysis (with Erik 
Snowberg and Marc Meredith). doi:10.1093/pan/mps031. 


“Movers, Stayers, and Registration” Quarterly Journal of Political Science 
(with Eitan Hersh and Ken Shepsle) 


“Validation: What Big Data Reveals About Survey Misreporting and the Real 
Electorate” Political Analysis (with Eitan Hersh) 


“Arizona Free Enterprise v. Bennett and the Problem of Campaign Finance” 
Supreme Court Review 2011 (1):39-79 


“The American Public’s Energy Choice” Daedalus (with David Konisky) 
“Challenges for Technology Change” Daedalus (with Robert Fri) 


“When Parties Are Not Teams: Party positions in single-member district and 
proportional representation systems” Economic Theory 49 (March) 

DOI: 10.1007/s00199-011-0610-1 (with James M. Snyder Jr. and William 
Leblanc) 


“Profiling Originalism’”? Columbia Law Review (with Jamal Greene and Nathaniel 
Persily). 


‘Partisanship, Public Opinion, and Redistricting” Election Law Journal (with 
Joshua Fougere and Nathaniel Persily). 


“Primary Elections and Party Polarization” Quarterly Journal of Political Science 
(with Shigeo Hirano, James Snyder, and Mark Hansen) 


‘Constituents’ Responses to Congressional Roll Call Voting,” American 
Journal of Political Science (with Phil Jones) 


“Race, Region, and Vote Choice in the 2008 Election: Implications for 
the Future of the Voting Rights Act” Harvard Law Review April, 2010. (with 
Nathaniel Persily, and Charles H. Stewart III) 


“Residential Mobility and the Cell Only Population,” Public Opinion Quarterly 
(with Brian Schaffner) 


“Explaining Attitudes Toward Power Plant Location,” Public Opinion Quarterly 
(with David Konisky) 


- 
a 











2009 


2008 


2008 


2008 


2008 


2007 


2007 


2006 


2006 


2006 


2006 


2005 


2005 
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“Public risk perspectives on the geologic storage of carbon dioxide,” 
International Journal of Greenhouse Gas Control (with Gregory Singleton and 
Howard Herzog) 3(1): 100-107. 


“A Spatial Model of the Relationship Between Seats and Votes” (with William 
Leblanc) Mathematical and Computer Modeling (November). 


“The Strength of Issues: Using Multiple Measures to Gauge Preference Stability, 
Ideological Constraint, and Issue Voting” (with Jonathan Rodden and James M. 
Snyder, Jr.) American Political Science Review (May). 


“Access versus Integrity in Voter Identification Requirements.” New York 
University Annual Survey of American Law, vol 63. 


“Voter Fraud in the Eye of the Beholder” (with Nathaniel Persily) Harvard Law 
Review (May) 


“Incumbency Advantages in U. S. Primary Elections,” (with John Mark Hansen, 
Shigeo Hirano, and James M. Snyder, Jr.) Electoral Studies (September) 


“Television and the Incumbency Advantage” (with Enk C. Snowberg and 
James M. Snyder, Jr). Legislative Studies Quarterly. 


“The Political Orientation of Newspaper Endorsements” (with Rebecca 
Lessem and James M. Snyder, Jr.).. Quarterly Journal of Political Science vol. 1, 
issue 3. 


“Voting Cues and the Incumbency Advantage: A Critical Test” (with Shigeo 
Hirano, James M. Snyder, Jr., and Michiko Ueda) Quarterly Journal of 
Political Science vol. 1, issue 2. 


‘American Exceptionalism? Similarities and Differences in National Attitudes 
Toward Energy Policies and Global Warming” (with David Reiner, Howard 
Herzog, K. Itaoka, M. Odenberger, and Fillip Johanssen) Environmental Science 
and Technology (February 22, 2006), 
http://pubs3.acs.org/acs/journals/doilookup?in_doi=10.1021/es052010b 


“Purple America” (with Jonathan Rodden and James M. Snyder, Jr.) Journal 
of Economic Perspectives (Winter). 


“Did the Introduction of Voter Registration Decrease Turnout?” (with David 
Konisky). Political Analysis. 


‘Statistical Bias in Newspaper Reporting: The Case of Campaign Finance” 
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Public Opinion Quarterly (with James M. Snyder, Jr., and Erik Snowberg). 


2005 “Studying Elections” Policy Studies Journal (with Charles H. Stewart III and R. ~ 
Michael Alvarez). 
2005 “Legislative Bargaining under Weighted Voting” American Economic Review 


(with James M. Snyder, Jr., and Michael Ting) 


2005 “Voting Weights and Formateur Advantages in Coalition Formation: Evidence 
from Parliamentary Coalitions, 1946 to 2002” (with James M. Snyder, Jr., Aaron 
B. Strauss, and Michael M. Ting) American Journal of Political Science. 


2005 “Reapportionment and Party Realignment in the American States” Pennsylvania 
Law Review (with James M. Snyder, Jr.) 


2004 “Residual Votes Attributable to Voting Technologies” (with Charles Stewart) 
Journal of Politics 
2004 “Using Term Limits to Estimate Incumbency Advantages When Office Holders 


Retire Strategically” (with James M. Snyder, Jr.). Legislative Studies Quarterly 
vol. 29, November 2004, pages 487-516. 


2004 “Tid Firms Profit From Soft Money?” (with James M. Snyder, Jr., and Michiko co 
Ueda) Election Law Journal vol. 3, April 2004. ( } 


2003 “Bargaining in Bicameral Legislatures” (with James M. Snyder, Jr. and Mike 
Ting) American Political Science Review, August, 2003. 


2003 “Why Is There So Little Money in U.S. Politics?” (with James M. Snyder, Jr.) 
Journal of Economic Perspectives, Winter, 2003. 


2002 “Equal Votes, Equal Money: Court-Ordered Redistricting and the Public 
Spending in the American States” (with Alan Gerber and James M. Snyder, Jr.) 
American Political Science Review, December, 2002. 
Paper awarded the Heinz Eulau award for the best paper in the American Political 
Science Review. 


2002 “Are PAC Contributions and Lobbying Linked?” (with James M. Snyder, Jr. and 
Micky Tripathi) Business and Politics 4, no. 2. 


2002 “The Incumbency Advantage in U.S. Elections: An Analysis of State and Federal 
Offices, 1942-2000” (with James Snyder) Election Law Journal, 1, no. 3. 


2001 “Voting Machines, Race, and Equal Protection.” Election Law Journal, vol. 1, 
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“Models, assumptions, and model checking in ecological regressions” (with 
Andrew Gelman, David Park, Phillip Price, and Larraine Minnite) Journal of 
the Royal Statistical Society, series A, 164: 101-118. 


“The Effects of Party and Preferences on Congressional Roll Call Voting.” 
(with James Snyder and Charles Stewart) Legislative Studies Quarterly 
(forthcoming). 

Paper awarded the Jewell-Lowenberg Award for the best paper published on 
legislative politics in 2001. Paper awarded the Jack Walker Award for the best 
paper published on party politics in 2001. 


“Candidate Positions in Congressional Elections,” (with James Snyder and 
Charles Stewart). American Journal of Political Science 45 (November). 


“Old Voters, New Voters, and the Personal Vote,” (with James Snyder and 
Charles Stewart) American Journal of Political Science 44 (February). 


“Soft Money, Hard Money, Strong Parties,” (with James Snyder) Columbia Law 
Review 100 (April):598 - 619. 


“Campaign War Chests and Congressional Elections,” (with James Snyder) 
Business and Politics. 2 (April): 9-34. 


“Replicating Experiments Using Surveys and Aggregate Data: The Case of 
Negative Advertising.” (with Shanto Iyengar and Adam Simon) American 
Political Science Review_93 (December). 


“Valence Politics and Equilibrium in Spatial Models,” (with James Snyder), 
Public Choice. 


“Money and Institutional Power,” (with James Snyder), Texas Law Review 77 
(June, 1999): 1673-1704. 


“Incumbency Advantage and the Persistence of Legislative Majorities,” (with Alan 
Gerber), Legislative Studies Quarterly 22 (May 1997). 


“The Effects of Ballot Access Rules on.U.S. House Elections,” (with Alan 
Gerber), Legislative Studies Quarterly 21 (May 1996). 


“Riding the Wave and Issue Ownership: The Importance of Issues in Political 
Advertising and News,” (with Shanto Iyengar) Public Opinion Quarterly 58: 
335-357. 
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1994 ‘Horseshoes and Horseraces: Experimental Evidence of the Effects of Polls on ( - ) 
Campaigns,” (with Shanto Iyengar) Political Communications 11/4 (October- a 
December): 413-429. 


1994 “Does Attack Advertising Demobilize the Electorate?” (with Shanto Iyengar), 
American Political Science Review 89 (December). 


1994 “The Mismeasure of Campaign Spending: Evidence from the 1990 U.S. House 
Elections,” (with Alan Gerber) Journal of Politics 56 (September). 
1993 “Poll Faulting,” (with Thomas R. Belin) Chance 6 (Winter): 22-28. 
199] “The Vanishing Marginals and Electoral Responsiveness,” (with David Brady and 
Morris Fiorina) British Journal of Political Science 22 (November): 21-38. 
1991 “Mass Media and Elections: An Overview,” (with Roy Behr and Shanto Iyengar) 
American Politics Quarterly 19/1 (January): 109-139. 
1990 “The Limits of Unraveling in Interest Groups,” Rationality and Society 2: 
394-400. 
1990 ‘Measuring the Consequences of Delegate Selection Rules in Presidential ( 
Nominations,” (with Gary King) Journal of Politics 52: 609-621. } 


Sener 


1989 “The Nature of Utility Functions in Mass Publics,” (with Henry Brady) American 
Political Science Review 83: 143-164. 


Special Reports and Policy Studies 
2010 The Future of Nuclear Power, Revised. 


2006 The Future of Coal. MIT Press. Continued reliance on coal as a primary power 
source will lead to very high concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, 
resulting in global warming. This cross-disciplinary study drawing on faculty 
from Physics, Economics, Chemistry, Nuclear Engineering, and Political Science 

develop a road map for technology research and development policy in order to 
address the challenges of carbon emissions from expanding use of coal for 
electricity and heating throughout the world. 


2003 The Future of Nuclear Power. MIT Press. This cross-disciplinary study 
drawing on faculty from Physics, Economics, Chemistry, Nuclear Engineering, 
and Political Science examines the what contribution nuclear power can make to 
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2001 
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meet growing electricity demand, especially in a world with increasing carbon 
dioxide emissions from fossil fuel power plants. 


“Election Day Registration.” A report prepared for DEMOS. This report analyzes 
the possible effects of Proposition 52 in California based on the experiences of 6 
states with election day registration. 


Voting: What Is, What Could Be. A report of the Caltech/MIT Voting 
Technology Project. This report examines the voting system, especially 
technologies for casting and counting votes, registration systems, and polling place 
operations, in the United States. It was widely used by state and national 
governments in formulating election reforms following the 2000 election. 


“An Assessment of the Reliability of Voting Technologies.” A report of the 
Caltech/MIT Voting Technology Project. This report provided the first 
nationwide assessment of voting equipment performance in the United States. It 
was prepared for the Governor’s Select Task Force on Election Reform in Florida. 


Chapters in Edited Volumes 


2016 


2014 


2012 


2010 


2008 


2007 


2007 


“Taking the Study of Public Opinion Online” (with Brian Schaffner) Oxford 
Handbook of Public Opinion, R. Michael Alvarez, ed. Oxford University Press: 
New York, NY. 


“Voter Registration: The Process and Quality of Lists” The Measure of 
American Elections, Barry Burden, ed.. 


“Using Recounts to Measure the Accuracy of Vote Tabulations: Evidence from 
New Hampshire Elections, 1946-2002” in Confirming Elections, R. Michael 
Alvarez, Lonna Atkeson, and Thad Hall, eds. New York: Palgrave, Macmillan. 


“Dyadic Representation” in Oxford Handbook on Congress, Eric Schickler, ed., 
Oxford University Press. 


“Voting Technology and Election Law” in America Votes!, Benjamin Griffith, 
editor, Washington, DC: American Bar Association. 


“What Did the Direct Primary Do to Party Loyalty in Congress” (with 
Shigeo Hirano and James M. Snyder Jr.) in Process, Party and Policy 
Making: Further New Perspectives on the History of Congress, David 
Brady and Matthew D. McCubbins (eds.), Stanford University Press, 2007. 


“Election Administration and Voting Rights” in Renewal of the Voting 
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Rights Act, David Epstein and Sharyn O’Hallaran, eds. Russell Sage Foundation. 


2006 “The Decline of Competition in Primary Elections,” (with John Mark Hansen, NN 
Shigeo Hirano, and James M. Snyder, Jr.) The Marketplace of Democracy, 
Michael P. McDonald and John Samples, eds. Washington, DC: Brookings. 


2005 “Voters, Candidates and Parties” in Handbook of Political Economy, Barry 
Weingast and Donald Wittman, eds. New York: Oxford University Press. 


2003 “Baker v. Carr in Context, 1946 1964” (with Samuel Isaacharoff) in 
Constitutional Cases in Context, Michael Dorf, editor. New York: Foundation 
Press. 


2002 “Corruption and the Growth of Campaign Spending”’(with Alan Gerber and James 
Snyder). A User’s Guide to Campaign Finance, Jerry Lubenow, editor. Rowman 
and Littlefield. 


2001 “The Paradox of Minimal Effects,” in Henry Brady and Richard Johnston, eds., 
Do Campaigns Matter? University of Michigan Press. 


2001 “Campaigns as Experiments,” in Henry Brady and Richard Johnson, eds., Do 
Campaigns Maiter? University of Michigan Press. 


2000 “Money and Office,” (with James Snyder) 1n David Brady and John Cogan, eds., 4 
Congressional Elections: Continuity and Change. Stanford University Press. 


1996 “The Science of Political Advertising,” (with Shanto Iyengar) in Political 
Persuasion and Attitude Change, Richard Brody, Diana Mutz, and Paul 
Sniderman, eds. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 


1995 “Evolving Perspectives on the Effects of Campaign Communication,” in Philo 
Warburn, ed., Research in Political Sociology, vol. 7, JAI. 


1995 “The Effectiveness of Campaign Advertising: It’s All in the Context,” (with 
Shanto Iyengar) in Campaigns and Elections American Style, Candice Nelson and 
James A. Thurber, eds. Westview Press. 


1993 “Information and Electoral Attitudes: A Case of Judgment Under Uncertainty,” 
(with Shanto Iyengar), in Explorations in Political Psychology, Shanto Iyengar 
and William McGuire, eds. Durham: Duke University Press. 


Working Papers 


2009 “Sociotropic Voting and the Media” (with Marc Meredith and Erik Snowberg), 
American National Election Study Pilot Study Reports, John Aldrich editor. 
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a 2007 “Public Attitudes Toward America’s Energy Options: Report of the 2007 MIT 
( Energy Survey” CEEPR Working Paper 07-002 and CANES working paper. 
2006 Constituents’ Policy Perceptions and Approval of Members' of Congress" CCES 


Working Paper 06-01 (with Phil Jones). 


2004 “Using Recounts to Measure the Accuracy of Vote Tabulations: Evidence from 
New Hampshire Elections, 1946 to 2002” (with Andrew Reeves). 


2002 “Evidence of Virtual Representation: Reapportionment in California,” (with 
Ruimin He and James M. Snyder). 


1999 “Why did a majority of Californians vote to lower their own power?” (with James 
Snyder and Jonathan Woon). Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Political Science Association, Atlanta, GA, September, 1999. 
Paper received the award for the best paper on Representation at the 1999 Annual 
Meeting of the APSA. 





1999 ‘Has Television Increased the Cost of Campaigns?” (with Alan Gerber and James 
Snyder). 

1996 “Money, Elections, and Candidate Quality,” (with James Snyder). 

1996 “Party Platform Choice - Single- Member District and Party-List Systems,’(with 
James Snyder). 

1995 “Messages Forgotten” (with Shanto Iyengar). 

1994 “Consumer Contributors and the Returns to Fundraising: A Microeconomic 


Analysis,” (with Alan Gerber), presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Political Science Association, September. 


1992 “Biases in Ecological Regression,” (with R. Douglas Rivers) August, (revised 
February 1994). Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Meetings, 
April 1994, Chicago, IL. 


1992 “Using Aggregate Data to Correct Nonresponse and Misreporting in Surveys” 
(with R. Douglas Rivers). Presented at the annual meeting of the Political 
Methodology Group, Cambridge, Massachusetts, July. 


199] “The Electoral Effects of Issues and Attacks in Campaign Advertising” (with 


Shanto Iyengar). Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political 
Science Association, Washington, DC. 
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199] “Television Advertising as Campaign Strategy: Some Experimental Evidence” ( | \ 
(with Shanto Iyengar). Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American NH 
Association for Public Opinion Research, Phoenix. 


199] “Why Candidates Attack: Effects of Televised Advertising in the 1990 California 
Gubernatorial Campaign,” (with Shanto Iyengar). Presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Western Political Science Association, Seattle, March. 

1990 “Winning is Easy, But It Sure Ain’t Cheap.” Working Paper #90-4, Center for the 


American Politics and Public Policy, UCLA. Presented at the Political Science 
Departments at Rochester University and the University of Chicago. 


Research Grants 


1989-1990 Markle Foundation. “A Study of the Effects of Advertising in the 1990 
California Gubernatorial Campaign.” Amount: $50,000 


1991-1993 Markle Foundation. “An Experimental Study of the Effects of Campaign 
Advertising.” Amount: $150,000 


1991-1993 NSF. “An Experimental Study of the Effects of Advertising in the 1992 é 
California Senate Electoral.”” Amount: $100,000 ( 


1994-1995 MIT Provost Fund. “Money in Elections: A Study of the Effects of Money on 
Electoral Competition.” Amount: $40,000 


1996-1997 National Science Foundation. “Campaign Finance and Political Representation.” 
Amount: $50,000 


1997 National Science Foundation. “Party Platforms: A Theoretical Investigation of 
Party Competition Through Platform Choice.” Amount: $40,000 


1997-1998 = National Science Foundation. “The Legislative Connection in Congressional 
Campaign Finance. Amount: $150,000 


1999-2000 MIT Provost Fund. “Districting and Representation.” Amount: $20,000. 
1999-2002 Sloan Foundation. “Congressional Staff Seminar.” Amount: $156,000. 


2000-2001 Camegie Corporation. “The Caltech/MIT Voting Technology Project.” 
Amount: $253,000. 


2001-2002 Camegie Corporation. “Dissemination of Voting Technology Information.” 
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Amount: $200,000. 


National Science Foundation. “State Elections Data Project.” Amount: 
$256,000. 


Carnegie Corporation. “Internet Voting.” Amount: $279,000. 


Knight Foundation. “Accessibility and Security of Voting Systems.” Amount: 
$450,000. 


National Science Foundation, “Primary Election Data Project,” $186,000 


Pew/JEHT. “Measuring Voting Problems in Primary Elections, A National 
Survey.” Amount: $300,000 


Pew/JEHT. “Comprehensive Assessment of the Quality of Voter Registration 
Lists in the United States: A pilot study proposal” (with Alan Gerber). 
Amount: $100,000. 


National Science Foundation, “Cooperative Congressional Election Study,” 
$360,000 


Sloan Foundation, “Precinct-Level U. S. Election Data,’ $240,000. 


National Science Foundation, “Cooperative Congressional Election Study, 2010- 
2012 Panel Study” $425,000 


National Science Foundation, “2012 Cooperative Congressional Election 
Study,” $475,000 


National Science Foundation, “Cooperative Congressional Election Study, 2010- 
2014 Panel Study” $510,000 


National Science Foundation, “2014 Cooperative Congressional Election 
Study,” $400,000 


National Science Foundation, “2016 Cooperative Congressional Election 
Study,” $485,000 


National Science Foundation, “2018 Cooperative Congressional Election 
Study,” $844,784. 
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Professional Boards 


Editor, Cambridge University Press Book Series, Political Economy of Institutions and al 
Decisions, 2006-present 


Member, Board of the Reuters International School of Journalism, Oxford University, 2007 to 
present. 


Member, Academic Advisory Board, Electoral Integrity Project, 2012 to present. 
Contributing Editor, Boston Review, The State of the Nation. 

Member, Board of Overseers, American National Election Studies, 1999 - 2013. 
Associate Editor, Public Opinion Quarterly, 2012 to 2013. 


Editorial Board of American Journal of Political Science, 2005 to present. 

Editorial Board of Legislative Studies Quarterly, 2005 to present. 

Editorial Board of Public Opinion Quarterly, 2006 to present. 

Editorial Board of the Election Law Journal, 2002 to present. 

Editorial Board of the Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics, 1996 to 2008. 
Editorial Board of Business and Politics, 2002 to Present. 

Scientific Advisory Board, Polimetrix, 2004 to 2006. 





Special Projects and Task Forces 

Principal Investigator, Cooperative Congressional Election Study, 2005 present. 
CBS News Election Decision Desk, 2006-present 

Co-Director, Caltech/MIT Voting Technology Project, 2000-2004. 

Co-Organizer, MIT Seminar for Senior Congressional and Executive Staff, 1996-2007. 
MIT Energy Innovation Study, 2009-2010. 

MIT Energy Initiative, Steering Council, 2007-2008 

MIT Coal Study, 2004-2006. 

MIT Energy Research Council, 2005-2006. 

MIT Nuclear Study, 2002-2004. 

Harvard University Center on the Environment, Council, 2009-present 


Expert Witness, Consultation, and Testimony 


2001 Testimony on Election Administration, U. S. Senate Committee on Commerce. 
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Testimony on Voting Equipment, U.S. House Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology 

Testimony on Voting Equipment, U.S. House Committee on House 
Administration 

Testimony on Voting Equipment, Congressional Black Caucus 

McConnell v. FEC, 540 U.S. 93 (2003), consultant to the Brennan Center. 
Amicus curiae brief with Professors Nathaniel Persily and Charles Stewart on 
behalf of neither party to the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of Northwest 
Austin Municipal Utility District Number One v. Holder, 557 U.S. 193 (2009). 
Testimony on Voter Registration, U. S. Senate Committee on Rules. 

Perez v. Perry, U.S. District Court in the Western District of Texas (No. 5:11- 
cv-00360). Exert witness on behalf of Rodriguez intervenors. 

State of Texas v. United States, the U.S. District Court in the District of 
Columbia (No. 1:11-cv-01303), expert witness on behalf of the Gonzales 
intervenors. 

State of Texas v. Holder, U.S. District Court in the District of Columbia (No. 
1:12-cv-00128), expert witness on behalf of the United States. 

Guy v. Miller in U.S. District Court for Nevada (No. 11-OC-00042-1B), expert 
witness on behalf of the Guy plaintiffs. 

In re Senate Joint Resolution of Legislative Apportionment, Florida Supreme 
Court (Nos. 2012-CA-412, 2012-CA-490), consultant for the Florida 
Democratic Party. 

Romo v. Detzner, Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit in Florida (No. 
2012 CA 412), expert witness on behalf of Romo plaintiffs. 

LULAC v. Edwards Aquifer Authority, U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Texas, San Antonio Division (No. 5:12cv620-OLG,), consultant and 
expert witness on behalf of the City of San Antonio and San Antonio Water 
District 

Veasey v. Perry, U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas, Corpus 
Christi Division (No. 2:13-cv-00193), consultant and expert witness on behalf of 
the United States Department of Justice. 

Harris v. McCrory, U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North 
Carolina (No. 1:2013cv00949), consultant and expert witness on behalf of the 
Harris plaintiffs. (later named Cooper v. Harris) 

Amicus curiae brief, on behalf of neither party, Supreme Court of the United 
States, Alabama Democratic Conference v. State of Alabama. 

Bethune-Hill y. Virginia State Board of Elections, U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Virginia (No. 3:2014cv00852), consultant and expert on 
behalf of the Bethune-Hill plaintiffs. 

Amicus curiae brief in support of Appellees, Supreme Court of the United 
States, Evenwell v. Abbott 

Perez v. Abbott, U. S. District Court in the Western District of Texas (No. 5:11- 
cv-00360). Exert witness on behalf of Rodriguez intervenors. 

Fish v. Kobach, U. S. District Court in the District of Kansas (No. 2:16-cv- 
02105-JAR). Expert witness of behalf of the Fish plaintiffs. 
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Abstract 


The aftermath of the 2018 Midterm Election has been marred by allegations of absen- 
tee ballot fraud in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional] District, most notably in Bladen 
County, one of eight counties in North Carolina that intersects this district. We show with 
a difference-in-difference design that Bladen County’s election returns in 2018 are indeed 
highly anomalous: compared to Congressional candidates in other North Carolina coun- 
ties, the 9th District’s Republican candidate for the United States House of Representatives 
had in Bladen County a mail-in absentee vote share inconsistent with his level of election 
day support. Bladen County’s 2018 Congressional election results are also anomalous 
when compared with North Carolina Congressional elections in 2010, 2012, 2014, and 
2016, and they are likewise anomalous when compared with recent Congressional elec 

tions in Arkansas, Georgia, and Oklahoma, three states that tabulate election results in 
a way that facilitates comparisons with North Carolina’s. Congressional election returns 
in Bladen County also exhibited anomalous mail-in absentee voting patterns in the 2016 
General Election and in the 2018 Republican Primary. Finally, rates of requested and re- 
turned mail-in absentee ballots in 2018 were anomalous in both Bladen and neighboring 
Robeson counties. In short, either the 9th Congressional District in North Carolina is id- 
losyncratic in a heretofore unexplored fashion, or the recent mail-in absentee ballot fraud 


allegations involving this district merit serious attention. 





Introduction 


In the aftermath of the 2018 Midterm Election in North Carolina, fraud allegations have 
been leveled in one of the state’s 13 Congressional Districts. In particular, investigators 
have voiced concerns that absentee ballots were tampered with and/or inappropriately col- 
lected in Bladen County, one of the southern-most counties in North Carolina. Bladen 
County 1s a small unit in the state, containing only 23,295 registered voters as of the 2018 
Midterm. A neighboring county to the west, Robeson, with 77,306 registered voters, has 
also figured in recent fraud allegations.’ 

In 2018, Congressional District 9 featured a competitive race between Republican 
Mark Harris and Democrat Dan McCready. According to what are currently non-certified 
results, Harris won his race with 139,246 votes to McCready’s 138,341; Jeff Scott, a Liber- 
tarian candidate, received 5,130 votes.* There was no incumbent in the 9th Congressional 
District race in Novena 2018 as Harris had previously defeated the district’s sitting 
member of Congress, Robert Pittenger, in North Carolina’s May 2018 Republican pri- 
mary. 

The Harris-McCready margin is small, 905 votes out of a total of 282,717 ballots cast. 
As there were 10,651 mail-in absentee votes cast in the Harris-McCready contest, the mail- 
in absentee ballot fraud alleged to have contaminated the race was conceivably pivotal to 
~ 1Based on the 2013-2017 American Community Survey, Bladen County had a popula- 
tion of 34,130 and Robeson, a population of 134,187. Registered voter counts are based 
on the file titled “voter_stats_20181106.zip,” downloaded from https://dl.ncsbe. 


gov/index.html?prefix=ENRS/2018 11 06/ (last accessed January 5, 2019). 
Election results on the website of the North Carolina State Board of Elec- 


tions are available at https://er.ncsbe.gov/?election dt=11/06/2018& 


county id=0&0ffice=FED&écontest=1183 (last accessed December 20, 2018). 


its outcome. 3 
The fraud alleged to have been carried out in the 9th Congressional District involves an 

individual said to have orchestrated a plot wherein others gathered mail-in absentee ballots 

and using these ballots generated votes for Republican Mark Harris. According to press 


reporting, 


McCrae Dowless, an elected official and political operative in Bladen County, 

has been accused of paying people to collect mail-in absentee ballots, includ- 

ing unsealed ones. Dowless was paid by Red Dome Group as a contractor 

to work on the [Mark] Harris campaign. Harris paid Red Dome Group more 

than $430,000 during the campaign.* 
Per one report, Dowless “turned in nearly half of the requests for absentee ballots in 
[Bladen] county” in the period surrounding the 2018 Midterm Election.” Dowless has 

3In this paragraph, 10,651, refers to the number of valid mail-in absentee votes cast 

in the 9th Congressional District in the 2018 Midterm Election in North Carolina. Any ( } 
eligible voter residing in this district who turned out to vote in the 2018 Midterm could 
have abstained from the Congressional contest, yielding what is called an undervote in 
the race. Or, such a voter could have voted for more than one 9th District Congressional 


candidate, yielding what is called an overvote. Neither undervotes nor overvotes constitute 


valid votes, and they do not contribute to the aforementioned count of 10,651. 
4See ‘“‘An innocent victim’: Amid election fraud claims, NC GOP de- 


fends Mark Harris,’ The News & Observer, December 6, 2018, available at 
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/ 


article222751275.html (last accessed December 20, 2018) 
>See “Man at center of North Carolina election fraud probe turned in hun- 


dreds of absentee ballot requests,’ CNN.com, December 5, 2018, available at 
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/04/politics/north-carolina- 


house-race-mccrae-dowless-absentee-ballots/index. html (last 








also been connected with allegations of mail-in absentee ballot fraud in 2014 and 2016.° 
Moreover, questions relating to mail-in absentee ballot integrity have been raised about 
Mark Harris’s narrow victory—828 votes of 35,643 cast—over Robert Pittenger in North 
Carolina’s May 2018 Republican Congressional Primary.’ 

Allegations of fraud in American elections are not new (Minnite 2010; Hasen 2018), 
and the subject of fraud featured prominently in the aftermath of the 2016 General Elec- 
tion (Cottrell, Herron and Westwood 2018). Although many Americans profess to believe 


otherwise (Ansolabehere and Persily 2008), there is no evidence that fraud is a widespread 


accessed December 20, 2018). 
On 2014 and 2016, see “Shadowy 9th District figure says he took cash 


in 2014 election,” WRAL.com, December 19, 2018, available at https: 
//www.wral.com/shadowy-9th-district-figure-says-—he-took- 

cash-in-2014-election (last accessed December 20, 2018) and “N.C. 
election board’s warnings to local and federal prosecutors about alleged elec- 
tion fraud drew little action,’ The Washington Post, December 21, 2018, avail- 
able at https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/nc-election- 
officials-sounded-alarm-about-alleged-election-fraud-to- 

federal-prosecutors-in-january-2017/ (last accessed December 26, 


2018). 
7On the primary, see ‘North Carolina Republican Says He Would Sup- 


port New Election if Fraud Occurred,’ The New York Times, December 7, 
2018, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/07/us/politics/ 
north-carolina-absentee-ballots-fec-payment.html (last accessed 
December 20, 2018). 2018 Republican primary election results are avail- 
able athttps://er.ncsbe.gov/?election_dt=05/08/2018é&county id= 


O&soffice=FED&contest=0 (last accessed December 24, 2018). 


and serious problem in American elections. For example, see Goel et al. (2017) for a dis 
cussion of the literature on voter fraud and a statistical analysis showing that the rate of 
double-voting in American elections is minuscule. On voter impersonation, see Ahlquist, 
Mayer and Jackman (2014). Evidence notwithstanding, beliefs in voter fraud are associ- 
ated with support for voter identification laws (Wilson and Brewer 2013) and with feelings 
of resentment against immigrants (Udani and Kimball 2018). 

Regular and fair elections are fundamental to modern democracies (Katz 1997), and 
serious allegations of improprieties deserve formal investigations. Such investigations can 
take many forms, ranging from detailed studies of individuals who may be perpetrators to 
statistical analyses of vote patterns. Here we offer an analysis of the latter type, and the 
primary intuition behind this study is as follows. 

The 9th Congressional District touches eight counties in North Carolina: Anson, 
Bladen, Cumberland, Mecklenburg, Richmond, Robeson, Scotland, and Union. Bladen 
County itself is split between two Congressional Districts, the 7th and 9th. If mail-in ab- 
sentee ballot fraud in 2018 benefited the Republican candidate in the 9th Congressional 
District race in Bladen County, then this individual, the aforementioned Mark Harris, can 
be said to have received an excessive number of absentee votes in this county. What the 
“correct” number of absentee votes that Harris should have received in the absence of any 
potential fraud that affected his race is not observable. We thus compare the rate at which 
Harris received support among mail-in absentee voters in Bladen County to the rate at 
which David Rouzer, the Republican candidate in the 7th Congressional District in North 
Carolina, was supported by voters who cast mail-in absentee ballots in Bladen County. 
Such a comparison is useful because the 7th and 9th Congressional Districts in North Car 
Olina both intersect Bladen County, and yet the alleged mail-in absentee ballot fraud in the 
country involves only the 9th. 


To ensure that our pairwise comparison of Harris’s and Rouzer’s mail-in absentee bal- 
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lot vote shares in Bladen County is not confounded by the two Congressional candidates’ 
overall levels of support in Bladen, our analysis of their mail-in absentee ballot vote shares 
is adjusted, or normalized, based on their levels of election day support. The result of this 
exercise, aS we detail below, is a difference-in-difference measure of the extent to which 
Mark Harris was supported by mail-in absentee voters in Bladen County compared to the 
rate at which Rouzer was similarly supported. If allegations of mail-in absentee ballot 
fraud in the 9th Congressional District are credible, then we should expect to find that 
Harris’s level of support among mail-in absentee voters in Bladen County 1s much greater 
than Rouzer’s in this county, controlling for these two candidates’ levels of election day 
support. 

To foreshadow our results, Mark Harris received in Bladen County an anomalously 
large number of mail-in absentee votes compared to his vote share on election day. More- 
over, when we look across North Carolina at all 2018 Congressional candidates who com- 
peted in counties, like Bladen, that are split between Congressional Districts, we see that 
the 9th Congressional District race in Bladen County is associated with the largest mail- 
in absentee vote share advantage for a Republican Congressional candidate in the entire 
State. We show as well that Harris’s 2018 mail-in absentee. vote share advantage in Bladen 
County is the greatest among North Carolina Congressional candidates across the Midterm 
and General Elections of 2010, 2012, 2014, and 2016. Bladen County’s mail-in absentee 
vote share for 2016 District 9 Republican Congressional candidate Robert Pittenger was 
also anomalous compared to Pittenger’s election day support that year—albeit not as high 
as. Mark Harris’s corresponding mail-in absentee rate in 2018. We compare mail-in absen- 
tee and election day support rates for North Carolina Congressional candidates to corre- 
sponding support rates for Congressional candidates in Arkansas, Georgia, and Oklahoma, 
three states whose election returns tabulating practices facilitate comparisons with North 


Carolina. In recent elections in all fOur states in our purview, Mark Harris’s 2018 mail- 


in absentee. support rate in the 9th Congressional District in Bladen County is the most 


anomalous of all Republican candidates. 


Finally, we analyze mail-in absentee ballot request and return rates in North Carolina. 


in the period surrounding the 2018 Midterm Election. We show that Robeson County had 
an extremely large mail-in absentee request rate in this election in conjunction with an 
extremely low return rate. Bladen County and other counties in the 9th Congressional 
District had anomalously high request rates as well, rates that were among the greatest 
across North Carolina. 

The results outlined above lend credibility to the allegations of mail-in absentee ballot 
fraud that have been leveled in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District in the after- 
math of November 2018. Insofar as concerns about mail-in absentee ballot integrity have 
been raised in recent North Carolina primary elections as well, notably in the most recent 
Republican primary, we also analyze election returns from the 2016 and 2018 North Car- 
olina Democratic and Republican primaries. Among Republican primary candidates and 
in a way consistent with the 2018 Midterm Election, the mail-in absentee vote share for 
Mark Harris was anomalous compared to his election day vote share. Our 2018 Republi- 
can Primary analysis does not itself show that allegations of fraud surrounding the 2018 
Midterm Election are themselves credible, but they nonetheless provide some context for 
these allegations. 

In short, our results imply that either the 9th Congressional District in North Carolina 
is idiosyncratic in a heretofore unexplored fashion or that the absentee ballot fraud allega- 
tions currently under investigation merit serious attention. More broadly, our conclusions 
contribute to academic literature on election abnormalities in the United States and to lit- 
erature on election fraud in particular. We return to this point in the last section of the 
study, but for the moment it suffices to note that the sort of absentee ballot fraud presently 


being investigated in North Carolina differs from the types of fraud—ineligible individual 
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voting, double-voting, voter impersonation—somewhat regularly bandied about in public 
discourse in the United States. 

We want to emphasize at the outset what the statistical analysis described here does 
not do. Namely, it does not—and can not—directly substantiate or confirm details in the 
allegations that have been made about mail-in absentee ballot fraud in North Carolina. At 
the time of this study’s writing, some of these allegations involve an individual named 
McCrae Dowless, whom we have already mentioned. None of our results speak to details 
about any role that Dowless personally may have had in North Carolina’s 9th Congres 
sional District in the context of the 2018 Midterm Election. Similarly, the results reported 
here do not identify what Mark Harris, the beneficiary of the alleged absentee ballot fraud 
perpetrated in the 9th Congressional District, his Democratic competitor, or anyone else in 
North Carolina may have known prior to the 2018 Midterm about potential absentee ballot 
anomalies. 

In what follows we situate this study in literature on election forensics. Thereafter 
we discuss the 2018 Midterm Election in North Carolina, focusing attention on Congres 
sional races and associated candidates’ mail-in absentee and election day vote shares. We 
describe a simple difference-in-difference statistic that compares the mail-in absentee and 
election day vote shares of two Congressional candidates whose districts intersect the same 
county. After showing with this statistic that Bladen County had anomalous results among 
Congressional candidates in 2018, we then place this result in the context of recent elec- 
tions in North Carolina. The next section incorporates election returns from several other 
states, and following our analysis of these states we consider mail-in absentee and election 
day returns from two recent primary elections in North Carolina. Lastly, we present an 
analysis of mail-in absentee ballot return and request rates in the 2018 Midterm Election. 


Our last section concludes. 


Election forensics and the 2018 North Carolina Midterm 


Broadly construed, the motivating question of this study is as follows: is there evidence 
in data from North Carolina’s 2018 Midterm Election, and from other elections as well, 
that the mail-in absentee fraud allegations presently associated with the state’s 9th Con- 
gressional District are credible? A statistical exercise that seeks to offer an answer to this 
question is an exercise in the field known as election forensics. 

A typical election forensics analysis involves assessing whether a set of election out- 
comes is standard or is in some sense anomalous. Not all potential anomalies involve 
fraud. For example, an anomalous election outcome could be one influenced by a con- 
fusing ballot format that led some voters to vote accidentally for an unintended candidate. 
(Wand et al. 2001). An anomalous election outcome could also be a high undervote rate in 
an election, a rate induced by an electronic ballot format that led to unintentional absten- 
tion (Frisina et al. 2008). Insofar as overvotes are invalid votes, a plethora of overvotes 
in an election would also constitute an anomalous election outcome, one that could be 
studied as part of an election forensics exercise (Mebane, Jr. 2004). 

Some election forensic analyses are aimed specifically at fraud detection, and much of 
the literature in this area turns on the frequencies of digits in election returns. For example, 
Beber and Scacco (2012) study a set of elections held in Nigeria (2003), Senegal (2000 and 
2007), and Sweden (2002) and conclude that there was election manipulation in elections 
in the two former countries. See Medzihorsky (2015) for a discussion of digit based tests, 
Kalinin and Hicken (2017) for a recent application to Philippine elections, Kalinin and 
Mebane, Jr. (2017) for a study of Russian elections, and Deckert, Myagkov and Ordeshook 
(2011) for a critique of these tests (with Mebane, Jr. (2011) as a response). A related 
approach to digit-based tests is described by Rozenas (2017), who uses frequencies of 


“coarse” numbers, e.g., 50, 60, or 70 percent, in election outcomes as tests for election 
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wo 
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fraud. 

The case of the 2018 Midterm Election in North Carolina is notable fOr the specificity 
of associated fraud allegations, which we earlier noted in the introduction. These alle- 
gations do not consist of assertions that there was widespread fraud in all Congressional 
District races in North Carolina in 2018—nor that there was fraud in races beyond Con- 
gressional contests. Rather, the allegations we consider here are precise about the area of 
North Carolina that they may have affected, and this means that testing for their presence 
can rely on a focused analysis. 

The approach taken here shares an important characteristic with the digit-based fraud 
analyses noted above. In particular, the analysis that follows does not incorporate a model 
of Congressional candidate vote share that relies on the standard covariates used by schol- 
ars to predict individual vote choices. This is a strength of the approach advocated here: 
the conclusions that we draw from our statistical results do not depend on our having speci- 
fied how eligible voters in North Carolina might have made choices over sets of competing 


Congressional candidates. 


The 2018 Midterm Election in North Carolina 


There are 13 Congressional Districts in North Carolina. The 2018 Midterm Election in 
the state featured 12 races as District 3 had only one official candidate, a Republican; this 
district is not part of the analysis that follows. Of the 12 contested Congressional races in 
2018, three were won by Democrats and nine by Republicans. This latter group includes 
the 9th Congressional District, whose results have not been certified as of mid-December 


2018.8 


®See “North Carolina elections board delays certification of congressional election 


results again,’ CNN.com, December 3, 2018, available at https: //www.cnn.com/ 


North Carolina voters have three methods of casting ballots: mail-in absentee, “one- 
stop” voting, and election day voting. One-stop voting is North Carolina’s version of what 
in other states is often called early voting, and in North Carolina this form of voting 1s 
often referred to as “‘absentee one-stop.” In the interests of clarity, throughout this study 
we refer explicitly to “mail-in absentee” voting, as opposed simply to “absentee” voting, 
to emphasize that the sort of absentee voting of interest in this study is the type in which, in 
principle, a voting-eligible resident of North Carolina fills out a paper ballot in a location 
of his or her choosing, returning the ballot to a local elections office prior to 5:00pm on 
election day.’ 

For the purposes of this study, we focus on mail-in absentee and election day voting, 
and there are three reasons for this. First, the rules for one-stop voting in North Carolina 
have been in flux, as discussed in Walker, Herron and Smith (2018), and later we make 
comparisons of North Carolina election returns across years. To minimize the extent to 
which our results are confounded by changes to North Carolina’s early voting rules, we 
study only mail-in absentee and election day voting. Second, beyond temporal compar- 
isons within North Carolina, we also engage in comparisons of North Carolina to other 
states. Early voting rules vary across states, and this can confound across-state compar- 
isons of early voting electorates. Third, the allegations involving North Carolina Congres- 
sional District 9 concern mail-in absentee voting, and this is perhaps the most important 


reason why we isolate mail-in absentee votes in particular. 
2018/11/30/politics/north-carolina-election-results—delay 


(last accessed December 21, 2018). 
’For North Carolina’s rules on mail-in absentee voting, see https: //www.ncsbe. 


gov/absentee-voting-—mail (last accessed December 21, 2018. 
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Allegations of fraud in Congressional District 9 


We have already briefly reviewed allegations of fraud made in Congressional District 9 in 
North Carolina. These allegations are specific to mail-in absentee voting, and in particular 
it has been alleged that Republican Congressional candidate Mark Harris received fraud- 
ulent mail-in absentee ballot support in the 2018 Midterm Election. Who, if anyone, may 
have coordinated or known about this potential fraud, which is said to have taken place in 
Bladen County and possibly in other counties that intersect the 9th Congressional District, 
is immaterial here. What we care about is that the fraud allegation is restricted to mail-in 
absentee voting. 

If the alleged fraud, or some version of it, actually took place, then the observed vote 
share for Mark Harris among mail-in absentee voters in North Carolina District 9 is pre- 
sumably higher than it should be. There were 10,651 mail-in absentee votes cast in this 
district in 2018, and Harris was selected on 4,027 of them, leading to a mail-in absen- 
tee vote share of approximately 38 percent. Insofar as we do not have compelling prior 
information on the level of mail-in absentee support Harris would have received in the 
absence of fraud, we propose comparing Harris’s mail-in absentee support to his election 
day support. 

To this end, Figure 1 displays mail-in absentee and election day vote shares for the Re- 
publican candidates who contested Congressional races in North Carolina in 2018. There 
are 12 points in the figure, one per contested Congressional rate (District 3 is omitted). The 
figure also contains a dashed 45-degree line. District 12, whose dot falls almost directly 
on this line, had approximately equal mail-in absentee and election day vote shares for its 
Republican candidate, Paul Wright. Like all districts, Mark Harris’s District 9 is labeled 


in Figure 1, and Harris’s absentee mail-in support rate approximately 38 percent can 


1] 


Figure 1: Election day and mail-in absentee Republican vote shares in North Carolina 
Congressional Districts, 2018 
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be seen by looking downward from dot “9” in this figure.!° 


Nothing is particularly remarkable about Figure 1’s two clusters of points—one for 
winning Republican candidates (solid dots), the other for losing candidates (open dots). 
Beyond this, Figure 1 does show that, across Congressional races in North Carolina, vot- 
ing method tends to be associated with candidate support. In particular, Republican Con- 
gressional candidates in 2018 tended to be more popular among election day voters than 
among mail-in absentee ‘voters, and this follows from the fact that almost all of Figure 
1’s dots are above the dashed 45-degree line in the figure. That voters sort themselves by 
partisanship and method of voting is neither new nor problematic (e.g., Herron and Smith 
2012). 

Across North Carolina, Congressional District 9 is the least pro-Republican of 
Republican-winning Congressional Districts in 2018.'! In this district, Mark Harris re- 
ceived approximately 54 percent support among election day voters in the district, and 
54 is certainly much greater than 38, Harris’s vote share among mail-in absentee voters. 
Recall that a 54 versus 38 comparison is potentially useful insofar as an elevated mail-in 
absentee rate in favor of Harris could be problematic in light of fraud allegations. Overall, 
though, 38 percent is much lower than 54, and one would not on the basis of Figure 1 think 
that the 9th Congressional District in North Carolina 1s particularly anomalous. 

Because it displays Congressional District results, Figure 1 aggregates over counties, 
~ 1041] North Carolina election results used in this study were downloaded from https: 
//exr.ncesbe.gov/downloads.html (ast accessed December 26, 2018). The 
county-level results reported on were, when necessary, aggregated up from precinct-level 


return files. 
lHere we use the word “winning” to refer to the fact that Mark Harris received more 


votes than Dan McCready in the 2018 Midterm. As noted in fn. 8, however, there is 


presently no official winner of the Congressional District 9 race. 
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of which there are 100 in North Carolina. The reasons that this might be important are 
threefold. First, counties vary in their social and political makeup, and aggregating over 
counties might mask variance in candidate support rates by county. Second, election ad- 
ministration in North Carolina is conducted at the county level, as is common across the 
United States. If there are fraud allegations directed at one race in particular, it is thus natu- 
ral to examine variance in vote shares at the county level. Third, Figure 1 does not provide 
a way to normalize or standardize the gap—38 percent versus 54 percent between Mark 
Harris’s mail-in absentee and election day support rates. An election day vote share suffi- 
ciently different than 38 percent might be puzzling, but it.is not clear from Figure 1 how 


high 38 would have to go before it would be considered anomalously high. 


Mail-in absentee and election day candidate vote shares within counties 


In light of potential concerns associated with Figure 1, we now disaggregate our Congres- 
sional District results by county. To provide some intuition for what this means, Figure 2 
displays a map of North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District. 

As the map shows, there are eight counties that collectively constitute this district. 
All of Robeson County lies within the district, and hence we say that there 1s only one 
Oth Congressional District/county intersection that includes Robeson. Similar statements 
apply to Anson, Richmond, Scotland, and Union counties. However, as evidenced by 
the shading in Figure 2, part of Bladen County is in Congressional District 9 and part is 
not. In fact, Bladen County intersects both Congressional District 9 and District 7, and 
thus we say that there are two Congressional District/Bladen county intersections in North 
Carolina. Similar statements hold for Cumberland and Mecklenburg Counties, two other 
counties in North Carolina that intersect multiple Congressional Districts in the state. 


Ignoring the uncontested District 3, Figure 3 describes 96 Congressional Dis- 
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Figure 2: Congressional District 9 with its eight intersecting counties 
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Note: black borders are county boundaries with shading outlining the 9th Congressional 
District. 


trict/county intersections in North Carolina from the 2018 Midterm. The eight black dots 
in the figure indicate sections of counties (or complete counties, like Robeson as discussed 
above) that intersect North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District. The dots are sized based 
on mail-in absentee plus election day turnout, and this is useful insofar as larger dots are 
more informative. Finally, Figure 3’s dashed 45-degree line describes the extent to which, 
in any district/county pair, the Republican mail-in absentee vote share for a Republican 
candidate differed from the candidate’s election day vote share. 

The black Bladen County dot (mail-in absentee vote share of 61.4 percent) in Figure 3 
lies to the right of the figure’s other black dots, and from this it follows that, among coun- 


ties intersecting the 9th Congressional District, Bladen County’s mail-in absentee vote 
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Figure 3: Election day and mail-in absentee Republican vote shares in North Carolina 
Congressional District/county intersections, 2018 
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share for Mark Harris is greater than any other county’s comparable vote share. However, 
the black Bladen County dot in Figure 3 is not to the right of all of the other grey dots in 
the figure. That is, while Figure 3 shows that Mark Harris received a high level of mail-in 
absentee support in Bladen County compared to how he performed in other counties that 
intersect the 9th District, Republican Congressional candidates in 12 Congressional Dis- 
trict/county intersections in North Carolina in 2018 performed better than Mark Harris in 
mail-in absentee balloting. The grey dots in Figure 3 connoting these district/county inter- 
sections represent the 5th, 6th, 10th, and 11th Congressional Districts in North Carolina. 

While Figure 3 suggests that Bladen County may be anomalous vis-a-vis mail-in ab- 
sentee voting, this conclusion is potentially confounded by its reliance on county-based 
comparisons in North Carolina. To wit, Mecklenburg County, which like Bladen County 
also intersects North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District, contains Charlotte, the largest 
city in North Carolina, and as of 2017 is home to slightly more than one million residents. 
We should hesitate before assuming that voters in Bladen and Mecklenburg have simi- 
lar preferences for voting methods and/or 9th District Congressional candidates. Union 
County, another county that intersects District 9 in North Carolina, is also larger and more 
racially homogeneous than Bladen. Our general point here is that comparisons across 
counties of mail-in absentee support rates for Congressional candidates risk being con- 
founded by county heterogeneity. 

We thus now turn to Figure 4, which for two counties in North Carolina disaggregates 
our 2018 Midterm results further. In particular, Figure 4a describes the vote shares of 
two Republican candidates whose Congressional Districts intersect Johnston County, and 
Figure 4b is similar but conditions on Bladen County instead. 

The labeling in the left panel in Figure 4 reflects the fact that Johnston County inter- 
sects North Carolina Congressional Districts 2 and 7 with more voters in the former than 


the latter; note that Figure 4a’s District 2 dot is larger than the District 7 dot. The iden- 
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Figure 4: Republican vote shares in Johnston and Bladen Counties, 2018 
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tities of the Republican candidates in District 2 (George Holding) and 7 (David Rouzer) 
are not as important as the fact that the absolute value of the difference in the two can- 
didates’ mail-in absentee vote shares is approximately 18 percentage points. Moreover, 
the absolute value of the difference between the candidates’ election day vote shares is 
approximately 14 percentage points.!* The difference between these two differences is 
approximately four percentage points. 

Overall in Johnston County, Republican Congressional candidate David Rouzer in Dis- 
trict 7 outperformed fellow Republican George Holding in District 2 among both mail-in 
absentee voters and election day voters. While Rouzer’s advantage over Holding was 
greater among mail-in absentee voters, it was not appreciably, or anomalously, so 

'2We compute absolute differences here, as opposed to differences, because we do not 
want to impose any directionality in our comparisons of Holding’s and Rouzer’s mail-in 
absentee and election day vote shares. This point applies as well to our extension of the 


difference-in-difference statistic to other counties in North Carolina and to states beyond. 
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The same cannot be said about the two Republican Congressional candidates in Bladen 
County, whose vote shares are depicted in Figure 4b. Here, Mark Harris, the Congressional 
District 9 candidate about whom we have already written, vastly outperformed David 
Rouzer among mail-in absentee voters. However, these two candidates were much closer 
among election day voters in Bladen County. The comparable difference-in-difference 
for Figure 4b is 33.4 percentage points, more than eight times greater than the Johnston 
County difference-in-difference of four percentage points. 

What can we make of these two difference-in-differences, which henceforth we call 
AEDID for absentee-election day-differece-in-difference? The value of 33.4 is indeed 
greater than four, but how much greater? Put another way, is the difference between 33.4 
and four large enough to make one concerned that Mark Harris’s mail-in absentee vote 
share in Bladen County was corrupted by fraud? The answer to this question depends on 
the underlying distribution of AEDID, and ultimately this distribution will reflect, among 
other things, how North Carolina voters sort themselves into counties and methods of 
voting. It is possible that a value like 33.4 is a moderate one, but it is also possible that 
33.4 is extreme, thus lending credibility to allegations that something untoward regarding 
mail-in absentee votes occurred in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District in 2018. 

It should be clear that AEDID is calculated as a within-county measure. Thus, the 
interpretation of this statistic relies on a maintained hypothesis that voters are sufficiently 
homogeneous within county. While this assumption is not foolproof, it is weaker, and thus 
better, than assuming homogeneity across counties in North Carolina. 

It should also be clear from the definition of AEDID that this measure can only be 
calculated in a county which intersects multiple Congressional Districts. If a county is 
entirely subsumed in a single Congressional District, which is often the case when a state 
features many more counties than Congressional Districts, then AEDID cannot be applied 


in said county. While such a county could of course be the locus of voter fraud allega- 
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tions, these allegations could not be examined using the difference-in-difference approach 
described here. 

To address the question of whether the value 33.4 of AEDID in Bladen County lies in 
the tails of the distribution of AEDID or lies in the middle of the support of this statistic, 
we calculate the empirical distribution of AEDID in the 2018 Midterm Election in North 
Carolina using the election returns that support Figure 5. This figure contains 12 panels, 
one for each county in North Carolina that intersected at least two Congressional] Districts 
(ignoring the uncontested Congressional race in District 3). Most of North Carolina’s 100 
counties are not present in Figure 5. Uncontested Congressional races notwithstanding, 
this is because some counties in North Carolina are contained within a single Congres- 
sional District. We have already noted that one cannot calculate AEDID for a county that 
intersects only one such district. 

With the clear exception of Catawba County, the pictured counties in Figure 5 illustrate 
a notable regularity: conditional on county, a Republican Congressional candidate who 
outperforms a competitor candidate via mail-in absentee voting also tends to outperform 
this individual on election day. It is also apparent from Figure 5 that the points in Bladen 
County’s panel of Figure 5 are aligned differently than the pairs of points in the figure’s 
other 11 panels. 

To make this claim precise, we order the 12 values of AEDID based on the points 
in Figure 5. These values are plotted in Figure 6, and the implication of this figure is 
as follows: mail-in absentee and election day returns for the Republican Congressional 
candidates in Bladen County are relatively anomalous in the sense of one candidate— 
namely, Mark Harris—having unusually strong mail-in absentee support compared to his 
election day support. 

While Bladen County appears anomalous in Figure 6, which is consistent with mail-in 


absentee fraud allegations reviewed previously, it is possible that 2018 is a typical election 
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Figure 5: Election day and absentee Republican vote shares in North Carolina in counties 
intersecting at least two contested Congressional races, 2018 
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Note: dots are sized proportionally to total absentee and election day turnout. The figure 
does not include District 3, which was uncontested. 
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Figure 6: Distribution of AEDID across North Carolina counties, 2018 Midterm Election 
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Note: dots sized proportionally to total absentee turnout. 


year in North Carolina in the sense of featuring at least one county with unusual Congres- 
sional election returns. Perhaps, that 1s, every election in the state contains a county, or 
even a small set of counties, in which a pair of Congressional candidates whose election 
day vote shares are roughly similar have mail-in absentee vote shares that diverge. Put 
another way, Figure 6 could reflect the result of selecting an unusual pair of Congres- 
sional rates in a single county for analysis without taking into consideration the fact that 
every election with enough aie caiceons—nere: North Carolina counties—will feature an 


extreme result or two. 
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Comparisons with recent elections in North Carolina 


To investigate the possibility that every North Carolina election has a county as extreme 
as Bladen County was in 2018, Figure 7 plots for the 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016, and 2018 
General and Midterm Elections values of AEDID for all counties in North Carolina that 
intersected at least two contested Congressional Districts.!? There are 181 total points in 
the figure. !* 

If a North Carolina county intersected three or more contested Congressional Districts, 
which did not happen in 2016 but did in 2014, then this county contributes more than one 
value of AEDID to Figure 7. In particular, a county intersecting & districts with contested 
Congressional races has (5) pairs of districts whose mail-in absentee and election day 
support levels can be compared via AEDID. 

Two features of Figure 7 stand out. First, Bladen County’s 2018 value of AEDID 
(green dot) is the most extreme value of this statistic across the North Carolina election 
cycles of 2010 through the present. In other words, Mark Harris’s mail-in absentee vote 
 13We define a Congressional race as contested if it had at least two official candidates. 
Some North Carolina Congressional races in our period of analysis had one official candi- 


date plus a write-in candidate. We consider such races to be uncontested. 
'*Since the post-2010 Census redistricting period, Congressional Districts in North 


Carolina have been the subject of a variety of legal disputes involving gerryman- 
dering. These legal entanglements are not part of the analysis here. See “North 
Carolinas gerrymandered map is unconstitutional, judges rule, and may have to 
be redrawn before midterms,’ The Washington Post, August 27, 2018, available at 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/courts_law/2018/08/ 
27/£c04e066-aa46-lle8—-blda-ff7faa680710 story.html (last accessed 


December 25, 2018). 
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Figure 7: Values of AEDID across North Carolina elections of 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016, ( 
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share in 2018 1s the greatest such vote share when compared to mail-in absentee and elec 

tion day vote shares of other Congressional candidates whose districts intersected North 
Carolina counties. Second, Bladen County’s 2016 value of AEDID (orange dot) 1s extreme 
albeit not quite as extreme as its 2018 version. Mark Harris was not a candidate in the 9th 
Congressional District race in 2016, which was contested by Republican Robert Pittenger 


and Democrat Christian Cano. Our finding that Bladen County appears anomalous in 
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2016 is notable insofar as the ongoing fraud investigation in the 2018 Midterm Election 
has raised questions about Bladen County and in particular whether the 2016 Midterm 
Election in this county was, like its 2018 counterpart, unduly affected by absentee ballot 


manipulations. 


Table 1: Ten most anomalous North Carolina Congressional District/county pairs 


Year County Districts Absentee votes AEDID 
2018 Bladen 7,9 841 33.29 
2014 Granville 6, 13 150 26.80 
2014 Granville 1, 13 204 19.42 
2014 Vance LS 156 18.76 
2014 Gates 1,3 25 17.81 
2014 Mecklenburg 8, 12 1,990 16.33 
2018 Catawba 5,10 821 14.87 
2016 Bladen 1.9 899 14.51 
2014 Lenoir 3.7 144 11.36 
2014 Alamance 2, 6 1,210 10.62 


Table 1 lists the ten most anomalous—meaning large values of AEDID— 
Congressional District/county pairings that are visually displayed in Figure 7. For each 
entry, the table lists election year, county, the two involved Congressional Districts, the to- 
tal number of absentee votes cast in the two districts, and the associated value of AEDID. 

Bladen County appears in the table twice, once for 2018 and once for 2016. In both 
cases, the involved Congressional Districts are the same: the 7th and 9th. Bladen County 
notwithstanding, the next most extreme entries in Table 1 generally consist of relatively 
small counties from the 2014 Midterm Election. To the best of our knowledge, there are 
no fraud allegations associated with mail-in absentee voting in the 2014 counties listed in 
Table 1. Moreover, four of the counties saw very few mail-in absentee votes, meaning that 
the values of AEDID from these counties are not particularly meaningful. Mecklenburg 
County in 2014 appears in Table 1, and there were 1,990 mail-in absentee ballots in the 


county’s 8th and 12th Congressional Districts that year. While this county is relatively 
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anomalous, its 2014 value of AEDID is half of Bladen County’s value in 2018. 


Comparisons with other states 


Republican Congressional candidate Mark Harris’s 2018 rate of mail-in absentee support 
in Bladen County was anomalously high, and we have ruled out the possibility this rate is 
typical among North Carolina Congressional contests. However, selecting on North Car- 
olina is not necessarily ideal insofar as this state may have unique institutional or cultural 
features that affect the extent to which its voters use mail-in absentee ballots. Moreover, 
it is possible that each state in the United States contains a puzzling Congressional elec- 
tion every cycle, in which case Bladen County’s results in 2018 may simply be North 
Carolina’s contribution to 2018’s set of unusual Congressional election outcomes. 

With this as background, Figure 8 displays North Carolina values of AEDID across 
Congressional elections along with values of AEDID for Arkansas, Georgia, and Okla- 
homa for the General and Midterm elections of 2012, 2014, 2016, and 2018.!° These three 
states all maintain publicly-available election records with which one can calculate mail- 
in absentee and election day candidate support rates by Congressional Districts within 
county. Each of the 264 dots in the figure represents a county in one of the four named 
states that intersects at least two Congressional Districts with contested races. Dots are 
colored by state and sized based on absentee votes cast.!6 

Ror Arkansas election data, see httos: //réesults .énr. 
Clarityelections.com/AR/; for Georgia data, see http://results.enr. 
clarityelections.com/GA/; and, for Oklahoma data, see https://www.ok. 
gov/elections/Election_Info/Election_Results/index.html § (all 


sites last accessed December 26, 2018). 
16Neither Arkansas nor Georgia maintain the necessary data for the 2010 Midterm Elec- 


tion to be included in 8. Oklahoma does maintain such data, but to maintain consistency 
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Figure 8: Values of AEDID across Arkansas, Georgia, North Carolina, and Oklahoma 
elections 
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Figure 8 reinforces what we observed when considering North Carolina. alone. 
Namely, the mail-in absentee vote share for Republican Congressional candidate Mark 
Harris in Bladen County in the 2018 Midterm Election in North Carolina was extreme 
when compared to Harris’s election day vote share. Based on the statistic AEDID, Har- 


ris’s 2018 Bladen County mail-in absentee support was more extreme then the mail-in 


we restrict attention to elections in this state starting with 2012. 
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absentee support for any other comparable Congressional candidates in any of the recent 
elections in the four states covered in Figure 8. Moreover, Bladen County’s mail-in absen- 
tee voting patterns in 2016 Midterm Election were also rather anomalous when placed in 


the context of other states. 


Congressional primary elections in North Carolina, 2016 


and 2018 


The voting fraud allegations motivating our analysis of the 2018 9th Congressional District 
race in North Carolina have also touched on this state’s 2018 Republican Primary.'’ We 
now turn to this election as well as the preceding primary. 

In his 2018 Republican Primary, Mark Harris received 610 out of 811 total (approx- 
imately 75 percent) mail-in absentee votes cast, and his nearest Republican competitor, 
Congressional incumbent Robert Pittenger, received only 186 (approximately 23 percent). 
Nonetheless, in election day voting, Harris and Pittenger were almost tied, Harris having 
received 4,907 election day votes (approximately 48.5 percent) to Pittenger’s 4,710 (ap- 
proximately 46.6 percent) out of a total of 10,108 election day ballots. Harris’s advantage 
over Pittenger on mail-in absentee voting is large compared to his slight advantage on elec- 

'7Ror details on allegations and the 2018 primary, see “North Carolina election- 
fraud investigation centers on operative with criminal history who worked for GOP 
congressional candidate,’ The Washington Post, December 3, 2018, available at 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/north-carolina- 
election-fraud-investigation-centers-on-operative-with- 
criminal-history-who-worked-for-gop-congressional-candidate 


(last accessed December 25, 2018). 
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tion day voting, and this motivates Figure 9, which plots by county mail-in absentee and 
election day vote shares for the Republican and Democratic candidates in their respective 
May 2018 primaries. 

Figure 9: Election day and absentee vote shares in North Carolina Congressional Pri- 


maries, May 2018 
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Note: each dot depicts election results for a Congressional primary candidate in a single 
county who received at least ten mail-in and at least ten election day votes in the county. 
Dot sizes proportional to sum of mail-in absentee and election day votes a candidate 
received. 


Figure 9a has 145 and Figure 9b, 131, dots, each of which corresponds to a Congres- 
sional District/county pairing. Notwithstanding the fact that Congressional District 1 in 
North Carolina had neither a Republican nor a Democratic Primary in 2018, there were 
many more 2018 primary election candidates than candidates in the 2018 Midterm. Some 
of the former, however, received very few votes. For example, Clarence W. Goins, Jr., 
competed in the Republican Primary in Congressional District 9, receiving two mail-in 


absentee votes in Bladen County. To avoid confounding Figure 9 by candidate support 
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rates that depend on a small number of ballots cast, the figure includes only Congressional 
District/county pairs in which a primary election candidate received at least ten mail-in 
absentee and at least ten election day votes. 

Figure 9a highlights Bladen County in the May 2018 Republican Primary, and it shows 
visually the extent to which the two Republican candidates in Congressional District 9 
were similar vis-a-vis election day vote share quite different with respect to mail-in ab- 
sentee support. Indeed, one of these two candidates, Mark Harris, had a primary election 
mail-in absentee vote share in Bladen County that was close to 100 percent. 

Figure 9a shows as well that there were two Congressional District/county pairings 
that featured a candidate who received literally 100 percent support within mail-in ab- 
sentee ballots. Both of these pairings involve Congressional District 11, where there was 
a dominant candidate, Mark Meadows, who received approximately 86 percent support 
across his district. Disregarding District 11, Mark Harris’s mail-in absentee support rate in 
the May 2018 Republican primary in Bladen County was the highest mail-in absentee sup- 
port rate observed across all North Carolina Congressional District/county pairings with 
at least a minimal number of votes. 

In the May 2018 Democratic Primary, which is presented in Figure 9b, Bladen County 
does not appear anomalous. One of the two Democratic candidates (Kyle Horton, upper- 
right corner of the figure) who competed in District 7 outperformed the other candidate 
(Grayson Parker, lower-left) in both mail-in absentee and election day voting. While Hor- 
ton did have a high mail-in absentee support rate, this should not raise a red flag: Horton 
also had a high election day support rate. There were two Democratic District 9 candidates 
in Bladen County, but one received a very small number (seven) of mail-in absentee votes 
and is thus not depicted in Figure 9b. 

Figure 10 presents the distributions of AEDID for the Republican and Democratic 


Primary Elections in 2018 (upper panels) and 2016 (lower panels) in North Carolina. The 


30 





a same 








four panels parallel earlier presentations of AEDID, but here they are focused on partisan 
primary elections. On account of the presence of multiple candidates, primaries may differ 
from the midterm and general elections analyzed earlier. 

Turning first to the 2018 Republican and Democratic Primary Elections in Figures 10a 
and 10b, respectively, one dot stands out: Bladen County in the Republican contest in the 
9th Congressional District. The value of AEDID in this county is highly anomalous, being 
several times greater than the values of AEDID for other Congressional District/county 
combinations. The Bladen County value of AEDID in Figure 10b is not remarkable. 

Figures 10c and 10d concern the 2016 Republican and Democratic Primary Elections, 
which took place on June 7, 2016. In the two figures, no Congressional District/county 
pairing stands out as anomalous. 

A Bladen County dot does not appear in Figure 10c, but there was in fact a District 
9 Republican Primary in 2016 that intersected this county. Contesting the primary were 
three candidates: Mark Harris, Robert Pittenger, and Todd Johnson. Robert Pittenger 
won, barely, with a combined vote share across the 9th District of 34.95 percent to Mark 
Harris’s 34.45 percent. In Bladen County itself in 2016, there were 226 mail-in absentee 
votes cast in the Republican Primary. Of these, four were for Harris, one for Pittenger, 
and 221 were for Johnson. There were also 419 election day votes cast in the primary, 
of which Harris received 149, Pittenger 44, and Johnson 226. Johnson’s mail in absentee 
vote share in Bladen County was thus approximately 98 percent, and his election day vote 
share, approximately 54 percent. 

That Johnson’s mail-in absentee vote share in Bladen County in the 2016 Republican 
Primary was almost twice his election day share is concerning in light of current fraud 
allegations. However, we previously set a limit of ten on the number of mail-in absentee 
and election day votes required for a value of AEDID to be plotted in Figure 10c. The 


2016 Republican Primary in Bladen falls below this level because, of the three candidates 
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Figure 10: Values of AEDID across 2016 and 2018 primary elections ( ) 
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Note: to be included in this figure, both involved Congressional primary candidates must 
have received at least ten mail in and at least ten election day votes in.the county. Each 
dot is proportional to total absentee votes cast in a Congressional District/county pairing. 
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contesting it, two had mail-in absentee vote totals less than ten. 


Mail-in absentee ballot request and return rates in North 


Carolina, 2016 and 2018 


We have shown that the 9th Congressional District in North Carolina featured a county, 
Bladen, that had highly anomalous mail-in absentee results for a Republican candidate, 
Mark Harris. In conjunction with allegations of absentee ballot fraud in the 9th District, 
we now turn to some specifics regarding absentee voting in particular. 

Hypothetically, there are several ways that absentee ballot fraud in North Carolina’s 
9th Congressional District could have interfered with Mark Harris’s mail-in absentee vote 
share. One way 1s via tampering with requests for mail-in absentee ballots. A second way 
is via tampering of mail-in ballots after they have been requested. We address these two 


possibilities in order. 


Mail-in absentee ballot requests 


Registered voters in North Carolina who wish to vote mail-in absentee must formally 
request an absentee ballot via a “State Absentee Ballot Request Form.” Per the North Car- 
olina State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement, “The State Absentee Ballot Request 
Form may only be signed by the voter or a near-relative or legal guardian of the voter.’!® 
To assess whether in the 2018 Midterm Election there were anomalies in absentee 
ballot request rates in North Carolina, we need to establish a baseline for comparison. With 
that in mind, Figure 11 shows total absentee requests in North Carolina by Congressional 


'8For guidelines on North Carolina absentee ballot requests, see https: //www. 


ncsbe.gov/absentee-voting-—mail (last accessed January 2, 2019). 
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District/county pair for the 2018 Midterm and a baseline election, the 2016 General. As C ) 
in previous figures, each dot in Figure 11 is either an entire county or the part of a county 
that intersects a Congressional District. In the figure, black dots indicate district/county 


pairs that include the 9th Congressional District. 


Figure 11: Mail-in absentee ballot requests across North Carolina Congressional Dis- 
trict/county pairs, 2016 and 2018 
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Note: dots sized based on total votes cast in the 2018 Midterm Election, and the figure’s 
grey regression line is also weighted by total votes cast. 


Ideally, Figure 11 would use as a baseline the 2014 Midterm Election. However, North 


Carolina’s Congressional Districts were adjusted between 2014 and 2016, and this com- 
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plicates comparisons between 2014 and 2018 Congressional Districts in the state.!? This 
explains why Figure 11 plots 2018 mail-in absentee ballot requests against 2016 requests. 

Per Figure 11, there were more mail-in absentee requests in the period surrounding the 
2016 General Election than in that surrounding the 2018 Midterm. This is not surprising 
insofar as the former election included a presidential contest. Second, there was a fair 
bit of regularity from 2016 to 2018 in mail-in absentee requests rates in North Carolina. 
One can see this in the clustering of dots around the superimposed regression line in the 
figure (regression is weighted by total votes cast in 2018). And third, the majority of the 
Congressional District/county pairs that include the 9th Congressional District lie above 
the regression line. The Robeson County dot is particularly distant from the solid grey line 
in Figure 11. 

A limitation in Figure 11, though, is that it could be confounded by changes, 2016 to 
2018, in county-level political activity. As the figure shows, Robeson County in Congres- 
sional District 9 saw many mail-in absentee ballot requests in 2018. This could reflect 
voter mobilization efforts in Robeson County as opposed to something nefarious. 

To address potential confounding by mobilization, Figure 12 plots for the 2016 Gen- 
eral and 2018 Midterm percentage changes in election day votes (vertical axis) against 
percentage changes in absentee requests (horizontal axis). In this figure, dots are again 
colored black for Congressional District 9, and the figure includes a dashed 45-degree 
line. 

The implications of Figure 12 are twofold. First, the vast majority of Congressional 
District/county pairs in North Carolina had large percentage drops in absentee requests 
~ 19For the legislative history of the redistricting that affected Congressional District 
boundaries used in the 2016 General Election, see https://www.ncleg.gov/ 


BillLookup/2015E1/sb2 (last accessed January 2, 2019). 
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Figure 12: Percentage changes in absentee ballot requests and election day voting across 
North Carolina Congressional Districts/counties, 2016 and 2018 
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Note: dots are sized based on total votes cast in the 2015 Midterm Election. 


between 2016 and 2018 yet.small changes in election day turnout. This is evident in the 
clustering of grey points in the neighborhood of -50 (horizontally) and zero (vertically). 
Second, the 9th Congressional District does not follow this pattern. Its counties com- 
bined large percentage changes in absentee ballot requests with small changes in election 
day turnout. Robeson County is the exemplar of this, and Bladen County (the part that 
intersects Congressional District 9) is the next most extreme location. 


Put simply, the placement of 9th Congressional District points in Figure 12 is not 
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consistent with a widespread political mobilization explanation for the large increase in 
mail-in absentee ballot requests in Robeson and Bladen Counties. For this explanation to 
be compelling, the dots associated with these two counties would have had to have been 


much higher vertically in Figure 12. 


Table 2: Ten North Carolina Congressional District/county pairs with the greatest absentee 
ballot increases, 2016-2018 


County District Requests 2016 Requests 2018 Percentage change 
Robeson 9 97] 2,426 149.85 
Bladen 9 1,091 1,452 33.09 
Richmond 9 467 492 I.59 
Franklin 2 951 948 -0.32 
Scotland 9 384 381 -0.78 
Johnston 2 2,044 1,833 -10.32 
Anson 9 336 298 -11.31] 
Yancey 1] LD 665 -13.97 
Columbus io 669 561 -16.14 
Cumberland 9 1,224 1,023 -16.42 


Table 2 lists the ten Congressional District/county pairs with the largest percentage 
change in absentee ballot requests, 2016 to 2018. Of the top ten such pairs, six are from 
the 9th Congressional District. Moreover, as is clear from raw request numbers, Table 
2’s large percentage changes in mail-in absentee ballot requests are not artifacts of small 
changes that, in percentage terms, are large. The part of Bladen County that intersects the 
9th Congressional District is second to Robeson in terms of its low mail-in absentee ballot 


return rate in 2018. 


Mail-in absentee ballot return rates 


We now turn our attention to absentee ballot return rates. For the purposes of this study, 


we Say that a mail-in absentee ballot in North Carolina was returned if it was marked 
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as “Accepted” by the state after having been sent out to a registered voter.2° Figure 13 
plots mail-in absentee ballot return rates for North Carolina Congressional District/county 
intersections in 2016 and 2018. These years were part of our analysis, above, of mail-in 
absentee ballot requests. 

The eight counties that intersect Congressional District 9 are noted in Figure 13, and 
these intersections had relatively low mail-in absentee ballot return rates in 2018. Robeson 
County is the most anomalous: the 2018 mail-in absentee ballot rate in Robeson was less 
than 30 percent despite the fact that almost 70 percent of requested mail-in absentee ballots 
were returned in 2016. Bladen County is also anomalous: it suffered a sizable drop in 
absentee ballot returns in 2018 compared to 2016. 

Basic on publicly-available information, we cannot classify non-returned, mail-in ab- 
sentee ballots as simply discarded by requesting voters, lost, stolen, illegally collected and 
subsequently discarded, or something else entirely. Accordingly, we cannot determine 
why exactly there were so few returned mail-in absentee ballots in 2018 among counties 
that touch the 9th Congressional District. Whatever the reason, though, this district 1s 
anomalous in its absentee ballot return rates, and this is consistent with conjectures that 
there were absentee ballot.abnormalities in the 9th Congressional District during the 2018 


Midterm Election. 


- 20T> determine the number of accepted mail-in ballots, we downloaded the files 
“absentee_20161108.csv” “absentee_20181106.csv” from https://dl.ncsbe.gov/ 
index.html ?prefix=ENRS/ (last accessed January 6, 2019). These two individual- 
level files have a column “ballot_rtn_status,” which specifies whether a mail-in absentee 


ballot was accepted. 
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( Figure 13: Mail-in absentee ballot return rates across North Carolina Congressional Dis- 
. trict/county intersections, 2016 and 2018 
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Note: dots are sized proportionally to the sum of mail-in absentee ballot requests across 
2016 and 2018. 


Discussion 


Allegations about mail-in absentee voter fraud in the 9th Congressional District in North 
Carolina have marred the aftermath of the 2018 Midterm Election. The race in North 
Carolina’s 9th Congressional District remains uncertified as of the writing of this study, 


and according to press reports fraud allegations involving it are the subject of ongoing 
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investigations. Republican Mark Harris, who according to still-unofficial vote totals won 
the 9th District race, has filed a lawsuit in the Wake County Superior Court, requesting 
certification of his victory.”! 

Current investigations notwithstanding, can we use publicly-available information 
from the 2018 Midterm to assess whether the 9th Congressional] District contest was 
anomalous in a way consistent with fraud claims? The answer to this question is, yes. 
This study shows how a difference-in-difference statistic based on the presence of multi- 
ple Congressional Districts in a single county can be used to assess the extent to which 
a Congressional candidate (or a Congressional primary candidate) had excessive mail-in 
absentee ballot support. We computed versions of this statistic for multiple North Carolina 
Midterm and General elections since 2010, across several other states in this same time 
period, and for the 2016 and 2018 Congressional Primary Elections in North Carolina. In 
all of these cases, Bladen County stands out as anomalous: there are inconsistencies in 
this county between mail-in absentee ballot vote shares for Republican Congressional (or 
primary) candidates and their election day support rates. 

The breadth of Bladen County’s anomalous returns should be not underestimated. It is 
not just that this county is anomalous in the Midterm Election that took place in November 
2018. Rather, inconsistencies between mail-in absentee and election day candidate vote 
shares in Bladen County extend to the May 2018 primary elections and also back to 2016. 

Bladen County is not alone in the 9th Congressional] District in the extent to which 
it is anomalous. A neighboring county, Robeson, had both an anomalously high mail-in 
absentee ballot request rate in the 2018 Midterm Election and then an anomalously low 

*IThe text of Harris’s filing is available at https://mediaweb.wsoctv.com/ 
document_dev/2019/01/03/Mark%20Harris%20files%20petition_ 


14139653 _verl.0.pdf (last accessed January 5, 2019). 
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ballot return rate. Bladen County also had unusual request and return rates for mail-in 


absentee ballots. Overall, compared to other counties in the North Carolina, those that 
intersect the 9th Congressional District had extreme mail-in absentee ballot request and 
return patterns. 

Either Bladen County and Robeson County are idiosyncratic in an unexplored way, 
or the recent fraud allegations leveled in the 9th Congressional District deserve serious 
scrutiny. Moreover, if there were improprieties in these two counties in the 2018 Midterm 
Election in North Carolina, they appear not to be of the type most associated with public 
concerns about voter fraud. These concerns generally turn on matters like ineligible voting 
and not on the extent to which mail-in absentee balloting makes the American election 
system vulnerable to fraud. If confirmed, the fraud allegations in Bladen County will thus 
pose a challenge for state and local officials who manage elections, academics who study 


them, and the public that participates in them. 


4] 
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The State Board of Elections is the agency responsible for the administration of elections and campaign finance disclosure and 
compliance in North Carolina. Press inquiries should be directed the Board's public information officer, Patrick Gannon, at 919 814 
0765 (office). 
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Press Release State Board of Elections 
Release: IMMEDIATE 
Date: 11/30/2018 patrick. qgannon@ncsbe gov 


State Board to hold public hearing into irregularities in 9th 


Congressional District contest 


In a bipartisan decision Friday, the State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement decided to hold a public evidentiary hearing into 
claims of irregularities and fraudulent activities related to absentee by mail voting and potentially other matters in the 9t* Congressional 


District contest. The State. Board has not certified results in that race. 
The hearing will be held on or before December 21 by the State Board as then constituted. 
The full motion by Board Vice Chair Joshua Malcolm, approved 7-2, was as follows: 


{ move that, in light of claims of numerous irregularities and concerted fraudulent activities related to absentee by-mail ballots and 
potentially other matters in Congressional District 9, the State Board hold, as then constituted, an evidentiary hearing on or before 
December 21 pursuant to its authority under G.S. §§ 163A-1180 and 163A-1181 to assure that the election is determined without 
taint of fraud or corruption and without irregularities that may have changed the result of an election; and that the Bladen County 
Board of Elections is hereby directed to withhold issuance of certificates of election in the following contests: Bladen County 


Commissioner District 3 and Bladen Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 


A State Board investigation into claims of absentee voting irregularities is ongoing. The Board also did not certify the results for 


District Court 16B Seat 2 in Robeson County.Audio of the relevant public portions of Friday’s meeting is here . 
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Release: IMMEDIATE 
Date: 12/7/2018 ‘patrick. gannon@ncsbe.gov 


State Board continues investigation into 9th Congressional District 


irregularities 


State Board continues investigation into 9" Congressionat District irregularities 


RALEIGH, N.C. ~ The:ongoing investigation into absentee voting irregularities and other alleged activities in the 9'* Congressional! District is the top 
Priority at the State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement. 


The.:agency confirms that Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. is a person of interest in connection with an alleged absentee ballot operation in the 


congressional! district: 


Four State Board investigators with law enforcement experience are working full-time on this matter. They are. led by Chief tnvestigator Joan Fleming, 
who specialized in fraud investigations during her 26-year tenure as an FBI special agent. Numerous State Board employees are assisting from 
Raleigh. 


The State Board has issued subpoenas for documents to Red Dome Group, the Mark Harris for Congress Committee and the James Atlas McVicker 
Committee. An evidentiary hearing will be scheduled as soon as possible, and State Board staff will send out a notice as soon as details are finat. 


The State Board office continues to post documents related to the investigation at the Public portal on a rolling basis when production is unlikely to 


interfere with the investigation. 


In 2016, this agency investigated absentee voting issues in Bladen County and held a public hearing on December 3 of that year. (Transcript here .) At 
that hearing, the State Board (three Republicans and two Democrats) voted unanimously to forward all information about the Bladen County 
irregularities to federa! and state prosecutors. Since then, State Boardinvestigators have provided to prosecutors detai!edreports documenting issues 
raised during the hearing and additional information obtained through investigations by this agency. 


In late October and early November of this year, after concerns surfaced about new, potentially criminal absentee ballot activities, the State Board 


mailed letters to about 2,000 voters in Bladen County who had requested absentee ballots for the general election. 


The letter informed voters that records showed they had requested an absentee ballot and explained their rights pertaining to the absentee voting 
process. The letter also provided a hotline phone number for voters to call if they did not request a ballot or if anyone tried to take or fill out a ballot for 


them. 


It was mailed as an attempt to deter perpetrators of any questionable absentee ballot activities going on in that county, as well as to encourage new 
sources to come forward in the investigation. The hotline received 10 calls in response to the mailing, and that evidence is being considered by 


investigators: 


Background: The State Board (four Democrats, four Republicans, one unaffiliated) voted 9-0 on November 27 and 7 2 on November 30 not to certify 


results in the 9'* Congressiona! District as the investigation into absentee ballot irregularities continued, and to hold a public evidentiary hearing on or 


before December 21. (Meeting documents } 
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And an outside analysis found that rates of unreturned absentee ballots in two of the state's 9th 
District counties were "extreme Statistical outliers.” 
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Dec. 24, 2018, 9:44 AM ET 


By Associated Press 


RALEIGH, N.C. — Affidavits released by North Carolina's elections board allege absentee 
ballots were collected from voters by the man at the center of vote fraud allegations or 
those working for him. 


These latest documents focus on last month's disputed 9th Congressional District race, 
the year's only unresolved congressional election. Investigators are looking into 
whether McCrae Dowless and others working on behalf of GOP candidate Mark Harris 
ran an illegal operation to collect large numbers of absentee ballots from voters in at 
least two counties. 








i> x 


American Red Cross 





In the batch of affidavits released Sunday, registered voter Christopher Eason of 
Bladenboro alleges he gave his signed but otherwise blank mail-in absentee ballot 
directly to Dowless, who had been hired by the chief strategist for Harris' campaign. It's 
illegal for anyone other than a close relative or guardian to take a person's ballot. 


"I signed the absentee ballot envelope but left the ballot completely blank. I did not 
make any selections in any of the contests on the ballot," Eason said in his affidavit 
signed Dec. 7, adding Dowless came to his home and asked for his absentee ballot. 


DEM. DAN MCCREADY: | "DIDN'T SERVE OVERSEAS” TO "WATCH 


Ne 


ACRIMINAL ... TAKE AWAY PEOPLE'S VERY RIGHT TO VOTE 








Another voter, Hazel Guyton of Bladenboro, said in an affidavit that she filled out her 
absentee ballot and Dowless and a woman stopped by to pick it up. She said he'd been 
"doing that for me for several years," though she states she suffers no legal disabilities. 


Dowless is a "person of interest" in an ongoing criminal investigation into irregularities 
in the 9th District race. His attorney, Cynthia Adams Singletary, did not answer Sunday 
calls but has asserted previously that Dowless hasn't broken any campaign laws. 
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Also released Sunday was an analysis by a Harvard University professor who 
determined rates of unreturned absentee ballots in two 9th District counties were 
"extreme statistical outliers." | Oe a 


Stephen Ansolabehere, a government professor at Harvard, said absentee mail voting 
patterns. in Blade and Robeson Counties differed considerably from other North 
Carolina counties in two ways: The "exceedingly high rates" of unreturned ballots and 
the performance of the Republican candidate in those areas. 





— Leslie McCrae Dowless poses for a portrait outside of his home in Bladenboro, North Carolina 


Travis Long / The News and Observer via 


on Dec. 5, 2018. AP 


"Mark Harris greatly over-performed in these two counties when compared with what 
one might have expected based on patterns elsewhere," he wrote in his analysis. 


The affidavits and the absentee ballot analysis for Robeson County and the portion of 
Bladen County in the 9th District were filed by attorneys for Democrat Dan McCready, 
who trailed Harris by 905 votes in unofficial results. Harris, McCready and candidates 
in a few other local races affected by the absentee ballot probe had until Friday to 
submit evidence for the board to review in advance of its Jan. 11 hearing. 





American Red of.” 





Neither Harris nor his campaign provided any such evidence or affidavits before the 
deadline, elections board lawyer Josh Lawson said Sunday. The candidates have until 
Jan. 6 to submit legal briefs to the board, which could ultimately order a new election 
or certify the results. The certification delay means no one will be representing the 
south-central 9th District when the new session of Congress begins Jan. 3. 


Other affidavits from local residents provided by McCready's attorneys and released 
Sunday also alleged that Dowless had held hundreds of absentee ballots unlawfully or 
"trashed" them as a way to affect election outcomes. 


In a separate matter before state judges, elections board Chairman Joshua Malcolm 
said in an affidavit Friday that the board's investigative staff members have conducted 


100 interviews related to the election irregularities and are reviewing more than 
182,000 documents produced from 12 subpoenas. 





Associated Press 


SPONSORED STORIES by Taboola 


You Don't Know About These Incredible VOIP Systems Yet. See It On 
Yahoo 


Yahoo Search 


Not Sure What Laptop To Get? No Worries. Here's The Top 5 Of 2018! ( ) 
Stuff Answered 


19 Insanely Cool Gadgets That Are Going To Sell Out This Year 
My Smart Gadgets 


“Check Engine” Device Leaves Auto Mechanics Angry 
FIXD 


10-Day Weather for Washington 


Weather.com 





Exhibit F 








Understanding the election fraud allegations in North 
Carolina's 9th district | Raleigh News & Observer 


ca HawsGhecrver. scpNeeieolnee. aovernment/article222596020. html 





Politics & Government 


Understanding the election fraud allegations in North Carolina’s 9th district 
By Brian Murphy and 

Ely Portillo 

December 04, 2018 04:15 PM 

What's the political controversy in North Carolina’s 9th district? 


Here's an overview of the election fraud allegations in North Carolina's congressional 9th 
district. 


Up Next 


Here's an overview of the election fraud allegations in North Carolina's congressional 9th 
district. 


More from the series 


Election fraud Investigation 


Read more about the investigation into the 9th Congressional District 


Expand All 


This story was updated with the latest developments at 2:13 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7. 
One month after Election Day, all eyes are on North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District. 


Republican Mark Harris scored an apparent victory in the district, defeating Democrat Dan 
McCready by 905 votes in November. But North Carolina's state board of elections has 
not certified the results of the election, citing irregularities among mail-in absentee 
ballots. The boardplans a hearing on or before Dec. 21. 


1/14 


The 9th district stretches from. Charlotte to Fayetteville, hugging the South Carolina 
border. It is currently represented by Rep. Robert Pittenger, a Republican whom Harris 


defeated in May's Republican primary. 


Sign Up and Save 
Get six months of free digital access to The News & Observer 


SUBSCRIBE WITH GOOGLE 
#ReadLocal 


To see all of The News & Observer's coverage of the possible election fraud, click here. To 
see all of The Charlotte Observer's coverage of the possible election fraud, click here. Each 
page contains all of the stories from both news organizations. 


The latest, Dec. 7 
* Harris’ campaign still owes Red Dome Group more than $43,000, most of it for Bladen 


County absentee work, according to campaign finance reports filed Thursday night. Red 
Dome Group, a Charlotte-area political consulting firm founded by Andy Yates, was paid 
nearly $430,000 by the Harris campaign during the 2018 election cycle. Here is a look at 


the group.. 


¢ The Harris campaign, Red Dome Group and the campaign of Bladen County Sheriff Jim 
McVicker have been issued subpoenas by the state board of elections. 


* McCready on Thursday night withdrew his concession, The Charlotte Observer reported. 
McCready's campaign has sent out fundraising emails. 


“| didn't serve overseas in the Marines just to come home to N.C. and watch a criminal, 
bankrolled by my opponent, take away people's very right to vote,” McCready saidina 
tweet. “Today | withdraw my concession and call on Mark Harris to end his silence and tell 
us exactly what he knew, and when.” 


* Pittenger’s campaign alerted NC GOP officials and officials with the National Republican 
Congressional Campaign about irregularities in the May primary, The Washington Post 
reported Thursday. In the primary, Harris received 437 mail-in absentee votes in Bladen 
County, while Pittenger received 17. NC GOP executive director Dallas Woodhouse and 
chairman Robin Hayes told McClatchy that concerns may have been raised, but there was 
little the party could do. Woodhouse called Harris “an innocent victim.” 


The NRCC forcefully denied being told by Pittenger aides. "It’s an incredibly untruthful 
thing to say from people who are trying to shift blame away from themselves,” NRCC 
communications director Matt Gorman told McClatchy. “The only thing Pittenger and his 
team did was beg us to retire his debt, which we did.” 


- House Democrats in Washington, D.C., have begun speaking out about the election — 


; ne : 
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with Rep. Jim Clyburn, a South Carolina Democrat, telling McClatchy he wants an entirely 
new election, including primaries. Rep. David Price, a North Carolina Democrat, said in a. 
tweet that the House “must consider all remedies, up to and including a special election.” 
The House can call for a new election. Incoming speaker Nancy Pelosi said the House 
could take the “extraordinary step” of calling for a new election. 





* The current investigation by the state board of elections is, at least, the fifth 

investigation into elections in Bladen County since 2010, The News & Observer reported. 
“Bladen County has a troubled history of political groups exploiting the use of absentee 
ballots in an effort to skew support for a specific candidate or group of candidates,” wrote 
Jon David, district attorney for Bladen, Brunswick and Columbus counties, in a Jan. 26, 
2018 letter to the State Bureau of Investigation’s interim assistant director. “These groups 
package the anticipated ability to garner absentee ballots as a commodity to be brokered.” 


* The investigation is not confined to just Bladen County. Investigators from the state 
board have seized documents from Robeson County and returned to the county on 
Tuesday to collect more information about the county's board of elections, The News & 
Observer reported. Nearly 1,200 absentee ballots were not returned in the county, 
including 822 from registered Democrats. 


* 


* A group of North Carolina Republicans lawmakers called fOr an end to the state board 
investigation and the creation of a bipartisan task force to handle the investigation into 
voting irregularities and possible election fraud, The News & Observer reported. 
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Leslie McCrae Dowless poses for a portrait outside of his home in Bladenboro, NC on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. 


TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com@newsobser ( ) 


Why didn't the state board certify? 


- On Nov. 27, the nine-member North Carolina State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement voted unanimously not to certify the results of several elections, including 


the 9th district, The Charlotte Observer reported. 


“I’m very familiar with unfortunate activities that have been happening down in my part of 
the state,” then-vice chair Joshua Malcolm, a Robeson County Democrat, told the board. 
“And | am not going to turn a blind eye to what took place to the best of my understanding 
which has been ongoing for a number of years that has repeatedly been referred to the 
United States attorney and the district attorneys for them to take action and clean it up. 
And in my opinion those things have not taken place.” 


The board is made up of four Democrats, four Republicans and one unaffiliated member. 


¢ The board met again on Nov. 30 and again declined to certify the results in the 9th 

district. The board, in a 7-2 vote, called for an evidentiary hearing due “to claims of 

numerous irregularities and concerted fraudulent activities related to absentee mail ( 
ballots” and “to assure that the election is determined without taint of fraud or corruption 
and without irregularities that may have changed the result of an election,” Malcolm said. 


She a # 


No hearing date has been set. 


¢ The board’s chairman Andy Penry resigned Saturday over unrelated tweets, The News & 
Observer reported. Gov. Roy Cooper promoted Malcolm to chairman and appointed 
former board member Robert Cordle to the board Monday, The News & Observer 


reported. 


Stacy Holcomb of Bladenboro says a woman wearing a Mark Harris t-shirt came by his 
apartment asking if he wanted to cast an absentee ballot by mail. He accepted her help 
getting a ballot and gave the woman the marked, sealed ballot after it arrived. 


What happened? 


¢ The North Carolina Democratic Party, in a letter to the board dated Nov. 29, wrote “more 
information has emerged to cast further doubt as to the basic fairness of the election.” 
The party included notarized affidavits from voters in the district, The Charlotte Observer 


reported, 





In those affidavits: 
Alt4 








mw Datesha Montgomery said that on Oct. 12, a woman came by her house and told her 
she was collecting absentee ballots. In the affidavit, Montgomery said she voted for two 
candidates: one fOr sheriff, the other for school board. The woman told her “the others 
were not important. | gave her the ballot and she said she would finish it herself. | signed 
the ballot and she left. It was not sealed up at any time.” 


Datesha Montgomery, 27, a voter in Elizabethtown in October, planned to vote absentee 
by mail but, before she could fill out the ballot, she got a knock on her door from 
Someone who said they were going to take care of her ballot. 


mw Emma Shipman said a woman came to her house and told her she was assigned to 
collect absentee ballots. “I filled out the ballot while she waited outside and gave it to her. 
... She took the ballot and put it in an envelope and never sealed it or asked me to sign it. 
Then she left.... 1 thought she was legitimate.” 


m Lucy Young said she received an absentee ballot even though she didn't request one. 
She'd already voted early in person. 


At a news conference Monday, Dec. 3, 2018, N.C. Democratic Party Chairman Wayne 
Goodwin said the elections board was right to delay certification of the election and call 
for a public hearing into irregularities in the 9th district. 


An analysis of the vote totals also indicated some irregularities, according to election 
results on the state board's website. In Bladen County, Harris won mail-in absentee ballots 
420 to McCready’s 258, or more than 61 percent. It was the only country in the district 
where Harris won mail-in absentee ballots, including Union County where Harris won the 
overall vote with more than 59 percent. 


Michael Bitzer, a political science professor at Catawba College, has analyzed the election 
data. He noted that Harris’ winning margin in mail-in ballots means he had to win all 
ballots from registered Republican and unaffiliated voters. 


“To have each and every one of those unaffiliated voters vote Republican, that’s pretty 


astonishing,” Bitzer told The Charlotte Observer. “If that’s the case, there’s a very 
concerted effort to use that method to one candidate’s advantage. ... But at that level 


there’s something else beyond a concerted effort that could be at work.” 


In the primary, Harris received 437 mail-in absentee votes to 17 for Pittenger, the 
incumbent. Harris won the race by 828 votes overall. 


In the 2016 Republican primary, Harris received four mail-in absentee votes and Pittenger 
received one. Todd Johnson, who finished third overall, received 221. 
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A man named Leslie McCrae Dowless worked for Johnson's campaign in 2016 and Harris’ 
campaign in 2018. 


“He was an independent contractor who worked on grassroots for the campaign, a 
independent of the campaign ... as he’s done for a number of campaigns over the years,” ( 
Andy Yates, Harris’ top strategist and the founder of Red Dome Group, told The Charlotte 
Observer, 


Ly 


Who is McCrae Dowless? 


- Dowless, 62, is the vice chair of the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District, 
an elected position. He has worked for at least nine candidates for various offices in 


North Carolina, all in a“get out the vote” capacity. He is a registered Republican, but had 
voted in Democratic primaries until 2016, according to elections records. 


* In 1992, he was convicted of felony fraud and sentenced to two years in prison, The 
News & Observer reported Monday. He served six months, according to court records. A 
1991 Fayettevile Observer article said Dowless and his wife were accused of taking out an 
insurance policy on a dead man and collecting nearly $165,000 from his death. 
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Leslie McCrae Dowless poses for a portrait outside of his home in Bladenboro, NC on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. 
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-In an affidavit, Dwight Sheppard of St. Pauls, N.C., wrote that on Election Day at a polling — 
site in Dublin, he “overhead a group of people talking, and someone said that Leslie 

McCrae Dowless, Jr., would receive a bonus in the amount of $40,000.00 from the Mark 

Harris campaign if Mark Harris won the election over Dan McCready.” Sheppard is a fire 
investigator in Bladen County. 


* Barbie Silvas, a Bladenboro resident, told The News & Observer that people came 
around her apartment complex offering to help residents vote absentee. “They would say, 
‘I'm here for McCrae with the voting thing,” she said. 


- Many of the absentee ballots were signed by the same witnesses, according to Popular 
Info, anewsletter produced by Think Progress founder Judd Legum. He reported that he 
Saw 162 absentee ballots and some witnesses had signed as many as 44 of them. 


- Ginger Eason, who signed dozens of mail-in absentee ballots as a witness, according to 
WSOC-TV, told the station that Dowless paid her $75 to $100 a week to pick up finished 
absentee ballots. “| was helping McCrae pick up ballots,” she said. She told the station that 

she did not take the ballots to the board of elections, but instead gave them back to 

Dowless. ( 





: Jeff Smith, a building owner in Dublin, told The Washington Post and state investigators 
that Dowless “oversaw a crew of workers who collected absentee ballots from voters and 
updated the Harris campaign on the numbers,” according to The Post. 
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Jeff Smith stands in one of the former election offices of Republican Mark Harris. The 
Dublin, N.C., office was run by Smith's former associate McCrae Dowless, whom Smith 
considered a friend before a revelation about Dowless’ political work. Election officials are 


investigating abnormalities in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District, where Harris 
ran for the U.S. House. 


ustin Kase Conder For The Washington Post 


* Dowless denied any wrongdoing to The Charlotte Observer, but has not returned 
numerous voice messages this week. 


* John Branch, the campaign's attorney, told the Post the campaign “at all times believed 
(Dowless) was working within the confines of North Carolina law.” 


* Harris introduced Dowless to a candidate for the Charlotte City Council. Pete Givens told 
The Charlotte Observer that he met with Dowless and with Michael Dickerson, 


Mecklenburg County's director of elections. “He didn’t come in in a three-piece suit, let's 
put it that way,” Dickerson said. “He was sort of a country folk kind of guy.” Campaign 
records show Givens paid Dowless $800 for consulting in May 2017. 


* Dowless has a reputation in Bladen County as a man who knows a lot of people and 
likes to work in politics. He’s worked on local campaigns for a long time but started getting 


into statewide politics only around 2010, said Ken Waddell, a former Democratic state 
representative who employed Dowless for his 2012 campaign. 


“He's got a lot of kinfolks in Bladen County,” said Waddell, which made Dowless an asset 
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to any campaign. “Anytime you can get in touch with someone who knows a lot of people, 
and can get you in front of a lot of people, that’s what you want to do.” 


But Dowless didn't just work for Waddell in 2012 — he also worked for Waddell’s primary 
opponent, Democrat Al Leonard, campaign finance reports show. Leonard paid Dowless 
$1,500, while Waddell paid him $6,825. Waddell said he didn’t know Dowless was playing 
both sides until after the election. 


“| wasn't too happy about that,” said Waddell. 


He said he paid Dowless to put out signs, hand out campaign literature, coordinate poll 
volunteers and encourage absentee voters. He didn’t hear about any wrongdoing, 
Waddell said. 


“| didn’t see any evidence of him doing something flagrantly wrong,” said Waddell. 


Returns show absentee by mail ballots, the kind in question now in the 9th District, didn’t 
play a big role in his race against Leonard. Waddell received 96 absentee by mail votes, 
while Leonard received 36 — well below 1 percent of the total 13,000 ballots cast. 


Waddell, who retired in 2016 from the legislature, said Dowless is a friendly person who 
enjoys the social aspects of campaigning. 


“He's the kind of person that can walk up to anycne and start talking to them,” said 
Waddell. “He’s the kind of person who likes the campaigning.” 


Is it legal to pick up ballots from voters? 


- In short, no. North Carolina state law says that itis a felony “for any person to take into 
that person's possession for delivery to a voter or for return to a county board of elections 
the absentee ballot of any voter, provided, however, that this prohibition shall not apply 
to a voter's near relative or the voter's legal guardian.” 


- The “improper delivery of an absentee ballot is not itself sufficient to discount the ballot,” 
according to the state board. Officials would have to consider improper delivery along 
with other evidence, including any evidence of tampering, in determining whether the 
container return envelope has been properly executed and therefore whether the ballot 
Should be counted. 


Who Is investigating? 


- The state board has four investigators in their investigative division and they are all 

working on the issue, the board’s spokesman Patrick Gannon told The News & Observer 
on Monday. The board's chief investigator, Joan Fleming, took Bladen County's absentee 
ballots during the week of the election, said Cynthia Shaw, the county elections director. 


: The Wake County district attorney is investigating Bladen County ballots amid fraud 
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claims, The News & Observer's Dan Kane reported. The Wake County investigation began 
with allegations about 2016 voting but now incorporates the allegations raised in the 
2018 primary and general election, Kane wrote. 


* The FBI and the office of the U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of North Carolina are 


working with state election officials, The Washington Post reported Monday. A spokesman 
for the Eastern District told The News & Observer that he could not “confirm or deny any 
ongoing investigation.” 





* The board issued a subpoena to the Harris campaign Monday, the campaign's attorney 
told The Washington Post. 


« Shaw, the elections director in Bladen County, has left her job. Shaw, who was planning 
to retire at the end of the year, is taking vacation and sick leave until her retirement. “It 
has nothing to do with this investigation going on,” Shaw told The News & Observer in a 
phone interview. 





An especially large number of mail-in ballot requests came from Village Oak Apartments 
at 303 Pecan Street in Bladenboro, election data show. 


Carli Brousseau cbrousseau@newsobserver.com 


Were all the ballots returned? 


A News & Observer analysis of data on mail-in ballots in the district found: 


m Across the 9th district, which stretches from Charlotte to Fayetteville along North 
Carolina’s southern border, 24 percent of the requested mail-in ballots were unreturned. 
In Robeson County, 64 percent of mail-in ballots requested did not make it back to 
elections officials. In Bladen County, the figure was 40 percent. 
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ag The unreturned ballots are disproportionately associated with minority voters. More 
than 40 percent of the ballots requested by African Americans and more than 60 percent 
of those requested by American Indians did not make it back to elections officials. For 
white voters, that figure was just 17 percent. 





a In Bladen County, the breakdown for African Americans and American Indians generally 
reflected the district-wide figures. But in Robeson County, 75 percent of the mail-in ballots 
requested by African Americans and 69 percent of the mail-in ballots requested by 
American Indians were listed as unreturned. 


a In other counties hard-hit by Hurricane Florence, as Bladen and Robeson were, the 
Share of unreturned mail-in ballots was not as high. In Columbus County, 29 percent of 
the mail-in ballots requested were unreturned. In Pender County, the figure was 18 
percent. 


The analysis excluded data on voters who requested more than one ballot. 





A “Dan McCready for Congress” campaign sign still stands along NC 131 near the Bladen 
County town of Tar Heel, N.C.. 





Carli Brousseau cbrousseau@newsobserver.com 


What happens next? 
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* Republicans in North Carolina have said that there are not enough mail-in absentee 
votes to change the results of the election and that the board should certify the election 
and continue its investigation. 


“Make no mistake, | support any efforts to investigate allegations of irregularities and/or 
voter fraud, as long as it is fair and focuses on all political parties. There is absolutely no 
public evidence that there are enough ballots in question to affect the outcome of this 





race,” Harris said in a tweet. 


"The State Board of Elections should act immediately to certify the race while continuing 
to conduct their investigation. Anything else is a disservice to the people of the Ninth 
District,” Harris said in a tweet. 





McCready said, in a tweet on Nov. 30, that he respected the board's decision to delay 
certification “until a full investigation is completed of all credible allegations of voter fraud 
and irregularities. The right to vote is the foundation of our democracy. Any effort to roba 
person of that right should be met with the full force of justice.” 


The state board of elections has a range of options, from certifying the election results to 
ordering a new election, The Charlotte Observer reported. The board can order anew 
election even if the number of disputed ballots is not enough to change the result of the 
election. The board can call a new election if it determines “that the irregularities or 
improprieties occurred to such an extent that they taint the result of the entire election 
and cast doubt on its fairness,” The Charlotte Observer reported. 





If the board calls for a new election, it would be a first for a North Carolina congressional 
race, Gerry Cohen told The Charlotte Observer. Cohen drafted election laws as special 
counsel to the North Carolina General Assembly for 37 years. 


The House of Representatives could refuse to seat Harris, who has been taking part in 
new-member events. 


“If there is what appears to be a very substantial question on the integrity of the election, 
clearly we would oppose Mr. Harris being seated until that is resolved,” Rep. Steny Hoyer, 
a Maryland Democrat and the incoming House majority leader, told reporters at the 


Capitol, according to The Washington Post. 


Dan McCready concedes to Mark Harris 


( 
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ONLY ON 3: “GET OUT THE VOTE” WORKERS 
WITH CRIMINAL BACKGROUNDS 


a | . 
f dy WWAY News - August 23, 2010 12:36 PM 





It's called Get Out The Vote, and the practice is alive and well here. Campaign finance 
records show Butch Pope, the Democratic candidate for District Attorney of Bladen, 
Brunswick and Columbus Counties, spent $15,000 paying people to round up votes for him 
during the primary election. Sometimes, that means glad-handing at the polls, other times, 


get out the vote workers drive voters to the polls. 


“Dollar for dollar, | think it’s more effective because it’s more personal,” Pope told us, 
explaining why he utilizes Get Out The Vote. “They talk to the voters as they come up, they 


speak to them, they know them, | think it’s just good old, down home southern politics.” 


Get out the vote tactics are legal, and commonplace, especially in rural areas like Bladen 


~ounty. But Pope’s opponent, Jon David, has a big problem with the way he’s trying to-win-— 





this election. 
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“The practice raises serious questions,” David told us, “because ultimately what it does is 
transfer power away from the voters to make an important decision, and lets a small 
group of people who don't have the best interest of the community at heart, but their ow ) 


financial interest at stake, to dictate who becomes important leaders in their community.” ~~ 


One thing we uncovered that’s somewhat concerning in a district attorney's race - many of 
the people Pope has hired to round up votes have criminal records. Pope paid the most 
money, about $5,000, to McCrae Dowless, a big player in the Bladen County get out the 
vote arena. But we found out Dowless has a rap sheet, including previous arrests for 
assault on a female, and felony fraud charges. One has to ask, is this the person you want 


doing your bidding if you're campaigning to run the area’s law and order system? 


Related Article: Leland wants to extend mayor's term 


“They’re not decision makers,” Pope explained. “They are not influential in my campaign 
certainly, but they know where the precincts are - they know where to be, what time, they, 
know how to do these kinds of things. The fact they had a criminal record. | think Mr. 
Dowless may have had a criminal conviction 20 years ago or more, and he’s paid his dues. 


That doesn’t bother me.” 


Jon David says Bladen County deserves better. “The district attorney should set the 
Standard for what it means to be fair and above board in his dealings,” he said. “As a 
candidate, | am prepared to answer any questions that you have about how | get my 
money, or how | spend the money, because after all, how you run for office says alot 


about how you're going to run the office when you get there.” 


It's not just McCrae Dowless who has a criminal record. Pope, and a number of other high 
profile candidates running for election in Bladen County, have hired Levi Roberts for their 
get out the vote efforts. Roberts has a lengthy criminal record, including charges for going ( 


armed to the terror of the public, two counts of assault on a female, drug charges, and 6 \_/ 
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arrests for drunk driving. So you might find it a little concerning that Pope gave Roberts 
gas money to help with his campaign. 


vores, 
ow mn hy, 


( ope says he wasn't aware of Roberts legal issues. “| would certainly look into that,” Pope 
told NewsChannel 3. “If someone was driving someone to the polls and they had a drivers 


license problem, I'd look into that.” 


We tried to reach McCrae Dowless and Levi Roberts for this story. Dowless originally 
agreed to an interview, saying he had nothing to hide, but called to cancel our interview 
the morning of. He did tell us over the phone that the Get Out the Vote effort is an 


important means of improving voter turnout in Bladen County. 


The State Board of Elections investigators who are looking into complaints surrounding the 
Bladen elections say Get Out the Vote campaigns are not unusual, and are an effective way 
for candidates to maximize voter turnout. However, investigators tell us it is unusual for 
candidates to be hiring people with criminal records. 


ae. 
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OISTRICT ATTORNEY DISTRICT 13 (VOTE FOR 1) 





Precincts Reparted: 17 of 17 
NAME ON BALLOT PARTY BALLOT COUNT PERCENT 
Harold G. (Butch) Pope DEM 8,255 67.17% 
Jon David REP 4,034 32.83% 


httos://er.ncsbe.gov/?election_dt=11/02/201 0&county_id=9&office=ALL&contest=1011 1/3 


Exhibit I 








2/11/2019 A Republican Operative Faced Prior Allegations of Election Fraud in a Disputed North Carolina District | The New Yorker 


THE 


NEW YORKER 


A REPUBLICAN OPERATIVE FACED PRIOR 
ALLEGATIONS OF ELECTION FRAUD IN A 
DISPUTED NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT 


By Doug Bock Clark December 4, 2018 
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Many voters in Bladen County say they Were approached at home and offered assistance submitting an 
absentee ballot. 


Photograph by Justin Kase Conder / The Washington Post / Getty 


ut of around two hundred and eighty thousand votes cast in the November 
election for North Carolina’s Ninth Congressional District, the Republican 
Mark Harris prevailed over the Democrat Dan McCready by a margin of nine hundred 


and five. Harris, a former senior pastor of the First Baptist Church in Charlotte, scored 
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victories in only two of the eight counties in the district, which runs along the border 
with South Carolina. Both were Republican strongholds, rural and sparsely populated, 
but they were enough to put him over the top. As Harris celebrated his victory on ; 
election night, he said, “I have to say, as [ look at that map tonight, thank God for ( 
Bladen and Union County.” 


The North Carolina State Board of Elections, which has twice refused to certify the 
results in the Ninth District, now plans to hear evidence from an investigation into 
allegations of widespread electoral fraud committed by an operative for the Republican 
campaign. Testimony submitted in a set of afhidavits outlined a type of scheme known 
as ballot harvesting, in which people are hired to pose as state employees to collect 
absentee mail-in ballots from voters and then either alter the ballots to support 
preferred candidates or destroy those that support an opponent. According to 
previously unreported court documents, operatives in Bladen County, which has 
become the epicenter of the current scandal, have been accused of tampering with 
absentee ballots for at least the past three election cycles. The documents also allege 
that the conspiracy involved some of the most powerful individuals in the region, 
including the county sheriff and the head of the local Republican Party, both of whom... 
were connected to a local Republican political consultant named Leslie McCrae ( 


Dowless, Jr. 


Dowless’s name appeared in the afhdavits submitted, in November, to the North 
Carolina State Board of Elections by a lawyer for the state’s Democratic Party, and 
statistical analyses have revealed alarming patterns in Bladen and neighboring Robeson 
County, where Dowless also operated, including a disproportionately low return rate of 
absentee mail-in ballots from minority voters, who are more likely to vote Democrat. 
Earlier this week, the investigative blog Popular Information reported that it had 
obtained a hundred and sixty-two absentee mail-in ballots, of which a hundred and 
thirty were witnessed by eight people, some of whom are associated with Dowless; 
Ginger Fason, who had collected thirty-one ballots as part of that group, admitted to 
the Charlotte TV station WSOC that she was paid between seventy-five and a 
hundred dollars a week to pick up finished absentee ballots and deliver them to 
Dowless. A second woman later admitted to participating in the scheme when asked by, 
WSOC, saying that she had not believed it to be illegal because Dowless “had been 


doing it for years.” 
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A source familiar with Dowless’s operation, who spoke to me on the condition of 
anonymity, said, “Right now, people think what happened in 2018 was a lot of people 
walking around randomly and knocking on doors looking for absentee ballots. No. 
Those people knew what they were doing, and they were coérdinated by Leslie 
McCrae Dowless.” Dowless, who is sixty-two, has a long criminal history, including 
several misdemeanors, for bouncing checks and. unpaid taxes, and at least one felony 
conviction of fraud: in 1990, according to Popular Information, Dowless, who then 
owned an auto-sales company, forged the signature of an employee who had died ina 
car crash on a backdated life-insurance policy. Dowless’s checkered past, however, did 
not prevent Bladen County officials and other political campaigns, including Harris's, 
from employing him to help get out the vote. The source who was familiar with 
Dowless’s operation said, “Bladen’s elected officials are familiar with Dowless, and a 
good portion of them have hired him. If you want to be elected in Bladen County, you 
do not want him working against you." (Dowless did not immediately respond to calls 


for comment.) 


According to court documents obtained by The New Yorker, allegations of electoral 
fraud against Dowless date back to at least 2014, when Dowless was involved in 
potentiallyillegal efforts to get Jim McVicker elected as Bladen County sheriff. A 
sworn statement submitted, in September 2017, by Jeffrey S. Smith, the owner of two 
video-sweepstakes businesses—a controversial enterprise involving playing video games 
to win cash prizes—describes a scheme in which Smith at least partially funded 
Dowless’s ballot-harvesting efforts. According to the affidavit, in September 2014, the 
head of the Bladen County Republican Party, Landon Bordeaux, who was helping run 
McVicker’s campaign, told Smith that the current sheriff was planning to raid Smith’s 
establishments. But if McVicker were elected, Bordeaux allegedly suggested, Smith 
would have no problems with law enforcement. According to Smith’s testimony, later 
that month, Bordeaux “contacted Mr. Smith and said that the campaign needed funds 
to support a voting drive by McCrae Dowless who was helping the campaign. Mr. 
Bordeaux asked Mr. Smith to give the $4,000 to Mr. McCrae Dowless in cash.” 


(Bordeaux did not respond to requests for comment.) 


Over the next month, the afhdavit describes Smith giving two more contributions— 
bringing the total to fifty-eight hundred dollars—directly to Dowless to support his 
efforts for McVicker’s campaign. In the afhidavit, Smith alleged to have “learned from 
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various members of the campaign and from speaking directly to Mr. Dowless that he 
had been hired by Sheriff McVicker’s campaign to recruit workers to visit voters, ask 
the voter to submit an absentee ballot request, and follow up with those voters once 
they received their ballots to ensure that the voters turned them in, and also to confirm | 
that they had voted for Sheriff McVicker.” McVicker won the election by 
approximately three hundred and fifty votes, and Smith estimated that Dowless had 
obtained around eight hundred absentee ballot votes for McVicker. 





After the election, according to Smith's affidavit, McVicker personally acknowledged 
Smith’s financial support. But the alliance did not last long. In May of 2015, McVicker 
led a dramatic raid, backed by helicopter support, on Smith’s video-sweepstakes 
operations, in Dublin, North Carolina. Smith sued McVicker, a sherift’s deputy named 
Travis Deaver, and the local district attorney, Jonathan David. It is from this lawsuit— 
and its many depositions, claims, and counterclaims—that further details of the alleged 
election fraud have been drawn. (McVicker’s chief deputy Larry Guyton said that the 


sheriff had “no comment.”) 


A four-page affidavit signed by Dowless largely corroborates Smith's account. In sworn _ 
testimony, Dowless describes coérdinating twenty workers, whom he paid fifty dollars ( 
in cash per day, to help get out the vote for McVicker. Dowless also says that, in late 
September of 2014, he was informed by Bordeaux that the campaign was seeking 
donations from Smith. Dowless describes accepting an initial cash payment of four 
thousand dollars from Smith, in order to pay himself and the members of his team, and 
an additional eighteen hundred in cash during the campaign, all of which would have 
amounted to illegal contributions. “I do not know how Mr. Bordeaux, Sheriff 

McVicker, and his campaign accounted in its campaign records for the cash 


contributions for Mr. Smith,” Dowless states in the affidavit. 


VIBEO FROM THE NEW YORKER 
How the Midterms Will Shape the Next Two Years 
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While Smith was sidelined by the damage to his business, Dowless was just expanding 
his operation. In the 2016 election cycle, Dowless worked for Todd Johnson, an 
insurance salesman from Union County, who was running in the House Republican 
primary against Harris and Robert Pittenger. According to the Washington Post, 
Johnson received two hundred and eleven mail-in votes, compared to just four for 
Harris and one for Pittenger, who ultimately won the race. But, during the 2016 
election, Dowless was not just helping other candidates—he was also running as the 
incumbent vice-chairman of the Soil and Water Conservation District board, a 


nonpartisan elected position. 


According to Patsy Sheppard, a local Democratic Party official, a Democratic political- 
action committee tried to unseat Dowless using a campaign that relied heavily on mail- 
in absentee ballots for a write-in candidate. Dowless ended up winning anyway, but the 
incumbent Republican governor, Pat McCrory, lost by a few thousand votes to the 
Democrat Roy Cooper. Republicans began pushing claims of election fraud, focussing 
on a few hundred ballots for the write-in candidate running against Dowless that 
featured similar handwriting. In Dowless’s complaint, he noted “shocking evidence 
resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of an entire county 


and perhaps even sway statewide and federal elections.” 
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In December of that year, the North Carolina State Board of Elections rejected 
Dowless’s complaint, arguing that Republican attorneys had failed to provide 
substantial evidence that the effort changed the outcome of the election. But, when 
Dowless testified before the Board of Elections, he revealed details of his own vote- 
harvesting scam. As “This American Life” reported in December of 2016, Dowless told 
the board that he paid the members of his team for each ballot they collected, which is 
illegal. “One of the voters who signed an affidavit said that Get Out the Vote workers 
came by and had her family request absentee ballots,” “This American Life” ’s Zoe 
Chace reported. “But then they never received their absentee ballots in the mail like 
they were supposed to. Then when the family went to vote on Election Day, they were 
told they'd already voted.” 


The State Board of Elections filed its findings, about both the Democratic Pac's write- 
in efforts and Dowless, with the U.S. District Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District 
of North Carolina, which has not publicly commented or acted on the case. The 
following year, according to the Charlotte Observer, when one of Harris’s parishioners, 
Pete Givens, asked for help running for a Charlotte city-council seat, Harris 
recommended Dowless. (Campaign records show that Givens paid Dowless about | 
eight hundred dollars for less than two months of work, but ended up losing the race.) * 
Dwight Sheppard, a local Democratic poll watcher who helped arrange the affidavits 
this year, had assumed that Dowless’s referral to the U.S. District Attorney's Office 
would be the end of the Republican operative’s work. “I was shocked to see him active 
again in 2018,” he said. According to the Washington Pos¢, the Harris campaign hired 
Dowless through a G.O.P. consulting firm called Red Dome. Sheppard testified that he 
overheard people saying that Dowless would get a forty-thousand-dollar bonus from 
the Harris campaign if Mark Harris won. An affidavit from another person stated that 
Dowless had told him, during primary voting for the House race, that he was “doing 
absentee for both” Harris and McVicker, who was up for reélection; that Dowless had 
“over 80 people working for him”; and that Dowless said he doesn't “take checks,” so 
“they need to pay me cash.” Campaign finance records show that McVicker paid 
Dowless fifty-eight hundred dollars in 2018 for services described as “get out to vote.” 
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By Robin Wright 


Harris ultimately ousted the incumbent Pittenger in the 2018 primary by eight 
hundred and twenty-eight votes, claiming ninety-six per cent of the absentee ballots in 
Bladen County. On Thursday, Pittenger told Spectrum News, “We were fully aware of 
|the accusations of fraud]. There are some pretty unsavory people, particularly out in 
Bladen County, and I didn’t have anything to do with them.” In November’s general 
election, discrepancies in the mail-in ballots out of Bladen and Robeson counties, 
where Dowless focussed his efforts, were also extreme: about sixteen hundred mail-in 
absentee ballots were requested and not returned, in a race decided by fewer than a 
thousand votes. The Harris campaign did not immediately respond to an email seeking 
comment. Dowless has denied all accusations of wrongdoing. This week, a reporter 
with WSOC asked Dowless, “Did you pay people to pick up ballots?” Dowless replied, 


“At this time, I have no comment. Have a great day.” 
Daniel Miller contributed reporting to this story. 


Doug Bock Clark ts a writer whose first book, “The Last Whalers,” will publish in January, 
2019. Read more » 


Video 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 
_ CIVIL ACTION NO.: 7:16-CV-16-RI 


CYBERNET, LLC and ALADDIN 
REAL ESTATE, LLC, 
Plaintiffs, 


V. 


JONATHAN DAVID, in his personal capacity 


and his official capacity as District Attomey for 
the 13" Prosecutprial District of North Carolina; content OF 


and his official capacity as Sheriff of Bladen 
County, North Carolina; and TRAVIS DEAVER, 
in his personal capacity and his official capacity 
as a Deputy Sheriff of Bladen County, North 
Carolina, 


Defendants: 


I, McCrae Dowless, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of North 
Carolina and the United States that: 
L. My name is McCme Dowless. I am over eighteen years of age and of sound 
mind, and am fully competent to-malee this affidavit. [ have persanal knowledge of the facts 
stated herein and such facts are trne and correct. 
2. I am a resident of Bladen County, North Carolina. 


2 In the fall of 2014, I worked with Sheriff Jim McVicker and his campuign to elect 


him as the Shanff of Bladcn County. He was in a competitive election against the sitting Sheriff 


of Bladen County, Prentis Benston. 


4, I was hired by the campaign to provide infarnatian to potential voters about Jim 
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MeVicker, to assist with voter registration drives, to encourage voters to get out and vote, and to 
work polling precincts during the early voting sessions and on election day. I began working for 
Jim McVicker’s campaign in April or May 2014. I hired a team of workers to assist with these 
efforts and I was respansible for overseeing their work. The team consisted of approximately 
twenty (20) people, but varied from time to time depending upon the particular tasks being 
perfomned. 

5. I was responsible for paying each member of my team. | conld pay worleers in | 
cash up to $50.00 per day that they worked, and often would pay members of my team in cash 
when allowed. At ali times, I paid members of my team from funds provided to me on behalf of 
Sheriff McVicker’s campaign. 

6. In my role with the campaign, J had regular contact with Sheriff McVicker and 
his campaign manager, Landon Bordeaux. I would update them on the status of our efforts and 
request funds from the campaign as needed to pay for my efforts and the work of my team. 

7. In the third or fourth week of September 2014, Mr. Bardesux told me about a 
meeting that had taken place between Jeffrey Smith, Mr. Bordeaux, and Sheriff McVicker at a 
residence that belonged to Mr. Bordeaux’s grandmother. Mr. Bordeaux said that the campaign 


was seeking financial support from Mr. Smith, a resident of Dublin in Bladen County, whol also - 


personally know. Mr. Bordeaux told me that the campaign did not accept a check from Mr. 
Smith in the amount of $4,000, but that he and Mr. Smith were communicating about other ways 
for Mr. Smith to help out the campaign. 

7. A couple of days later after this conversation with Mr. Bardeaux, I camtacted Mr. 
Bordeaux and told him that I needed additional funds at that time io continue my efforts on 


behalf of the campaign. In respanse, Mr. Bardeanx said that he would make somes phone calls. I 
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subsequently contacted Mr. Smith. He seamed to be expecting my call and asked me to stop by 
his house. J] went to see Mr. Smith that same day and he gave me $4,000.00 in cash. I used 
those funds to pay me and the members of my team who were helping out on Sheriff McVicker’s 
campaign. After receiving these funds from Mr. Smith, Mr. Bordeaux did not follow up with me 
with any other instructions about getting funds to me in response to my earlier request for 
additiona) fonds. 

8. During the eaaly voting period, Sheriff McVicker’s campengn was making a push 
to get voters out to vote. We were assisting with that effort and with manning the early-voting 
polling precincts to pass out infomnation regarding Sheriff McVickcr. I contacted Mr. Bordeaux 
at the start of that effort and said that I needed additional funds to conduct this work. Mr. 
Bordeaux told me that he would make some phone calls. I subsequently spake to Mr. Smith who 
again seemed to be expecting my call. J then met him at my office in Dublin. When I met with 
Mr. Smith, he gave me $900.00 in sien uetauadl the early voting effort on behalf of Sheriff 
McVicker’s campaign. After receiving the funds from Mr. Smith, Mr. Bordeanx did not follow 
Up With me with any other instructions about getting fimds to me in response to my earlier 
request for additional funds. | 

9, _ Laser during the early voting period, I again needed more funds for my team to 
continue its work. T contacted Mr. Bordeaux to request additional funds, and again, Mr. 
Bordeaux said that he would make some phone calls. I then cantacted Mr. Smith, who agam was 
expecting my call. I then met with Mr. Smith at my office in Dublin. He gave me $900.00 in 
cash for use on Sheriff McVicker’s campaign. After recetving thc funds from Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Bordeaux did not follow up with me with any other mstructions about getting fimds to me in 


response to my earlier requcst for additional funds. 
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10. One of the polling precincts that was open during the early voting session was 
located in Dublin, North Carolina. On maltiple occasions, I saw Mr. Smith, bis wife Holly 
Smith, and employees of Mr. Smith who were working at that site on behalf of Sheriff 
McVicker’s campaign. They were wearing campaign shirts for Sheriff Mc Vicker. 

11. I donot know how Mr. Bordeanx, Sheriff McVicker or his canpaign accounted in 
its campaign records for the cash contributions made by Mr. Smith. 

12. Around late September 2014, I overheard Mr. Bordemm telling Mr. Smith that the 
sitting sheriff, Prentis Benston, was planning on condvcting a raid on Mr. Smith’s business in 
Dublin. I believe that Mr. Smith closed his business that same day. He did not re-open it until 
after the election. 

J, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of North Carolina and the United 
States, that the foregoing is true and correct. 


Dated this the day of September, 2017. 


YE Z : / ; 
Dowless — 
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Shadowy 9th District figure says he took cash payment 
in 2014 election 
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By Travis Fain, WRAL statehouse reporter 


Raleigh, N.C. — The man at the center of a state inquiry into 9th Congressional District 
election results indicated in a signed declaration last year that he essentially took cash 
under the table during the 2014 elections to help Bladen County's current sheriff. 


McCrae Dowless, who worked this year for Republican congressional hopeful Mark Harris’ 
campaign, as well as for Sheriff Jim McVicker's re-election, said in the declaration that he 


took $5,800 in 2014from a Bladen County sweepstakes parlor operator. He said it was 
cash he needed to pay a team of campaign workers. 
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Dowless said the money flowed after conversations with McVicker's campaign manager, 
former Bladen County Republican Party Chairman Landon Bordeaux. In a separate legal 
filing, sweepstakes parlor owner Jeff Smith testified that he made these payments at 
Bordeaux's request. 





Neither Bordeaux nor McVicker returned phone messages Wednesday, but McVicker gave 
a deposition in the underlying lawsuit and denied any knowledge of the alleged scheme. 
He said he didn't want Smith's donation and that his campaign manager told him Smith's 
claims about funneling cash to Dowless weren't true. 


"| don't know," McVicker said in the deposition, filed in a lawsuit that followed a raid on 
Smith's sweepstakes operation. "I'm assuming he's telling me the truth. | hope he is. But | 
never received any cash from Jeffrey Smith - or checks." 


Smith's attorneys told the court in one of their filings that Dowless had access to "several 
hundred absentee ballots" that "were physically seen and confirmed as votes for sheriff 
McVicker by Mr. Dowless." Interviews suggest Dowless may have run a ballot-harvesting 
operation in 2018, sending people door to door to collect absentee ballots, which is illegal. 


He has denied this, but two women told WRAL News earlier this month that Dowless hired 
them to collect ballots. A report released Wednesday by the State Board of Elections and 
Ethics Enforcement includes a number of statements from people who say Dowless paid 
them to collect absentee ballots in 2016. 


Dowless and his attorney, who issued a statement Tuesday proclaiming Dowless' 
innocence in an ongoing investigation of 9th District results, did not return phone 
messages Wednesday. Smith confirmed his statements in a brief interview. 


The sworn statements tie back to a federal suit Smith brought in 2016 against McVicker 
and Bladen County District Attorney Jonathan David over the 2015 raid. A federal judge 
dismissed that suit last month, but in a pre-trial deposition, Smith said Bordeaux told him 
during the run-up to the 2014 election that then-Sheriff Prentis Benston planned to raid 
his operation. 


Smith said in his lawsuit that he offered the McVicker campaign a $4,000 check, and then 
a check from someone else, whom he would reimburse. He said Bordeaux told him the 
donation's size would stick out in public filings and asked him to give cash to Dowless 
instead. 


"Apparently, (Dowless) had a conversation with - with Landon (Bordeaux), and he was 

made aware that he needed to come see me," Smith testified. "Landon had already called 

me and asked me to give it to him, so | knew that that was what was going to happen, and 
apparently, he must have had a conversation with - with McCrae and told him to come 

see me, that | would give him the cash." ( 
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North Carolina's ‘Guru of Elections’: Can-Do Operator Who May Have 
Done Too Much 


Smith said in various filings that he later gave Dowless another $1,800 
cash, then paid his own employees $600 to work the polls for 
McVicker. As described, Smith's donations in 2014 would have topped 
the state limit for political donations. The campaign is also required to 
disclose such donations. 





Those records aren't online, but WRAL News requested them Wednesday from the Bladen 
County Board of Elections. 


McVicker said in his deposition that he never received any campaign donations from 
Smith but that Smith handed one of his campaign managers a check from a woman from 
Greensboro or Virginia. McVicker also said his campaign manager wanted him to keep it, 
"but | made it very clear | didn't want that money." 


Dowless said in his statement that he didn't know how the McVicker campaign accounted 
for the cash he was given. 


Bladen County's absentee results are a focus of ongoing inquiries, both by the state 
elections board and the Wake County District Attorney's Office, that are holding up final 
results in the 9th District race. Harris seemed to win that race by 905 votes, and he has 
confirmed to a Charlotte television station that Dowless was hired at his suggestion. 


Dowless has a history of absentee ballot and other get-out-the-vote campaigns in Bladen 
County - for Democrats and Republicans. He worked for a Harris competitor, Todd 
Johnson, in the 2016 congressional primaries, and Johnson got 221 out of 226 absentee 
votes cast by mail there. 


Woman who collected absentee ballots in 9th Congressional District ee “sey 
race says she feels duped my TST 

In the 2018 GOP primary, Harris got 96 percent of the county's mail-in 

votes despite running against a sitting congressman, Robert 
Pittenger. 
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Harris told WBTV in Charlotte recently that a number of Bladen County officials vouched 
for Dowless' hiring and that he "of course had seen the sheriff was involved and used 
McCrae." 


Smith told WRAL News Wednesday that he met with McVicker in 2014, that McVicker told 
him his sweepstakes operation existed in a gray area of the law and that he was "only 
interested in black and white." Smith said he expected the sheriff to call him if he planned 
to shut down the sweepstakes locations and that he would close them first if the call 
came. 
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The state legislature has tried a number of times to outlaw these online gaming 
operations, with limited success. 


Smith filed his lawsuit in 2016 after McVicker and other law enforcement raided his 
business, claiming among other things that officers maliciously destroyed property during 
the raid. 


Dowless' statement was never filed with the court in that lawsuit, but an attorney on the 
case confirmed its authenticity Wednesday. The state elections board is aware of it, and 
Wake County District Attorney Lorrin Freeman said her office recently became aware of it 
and "will be reviewing it" during its criminal investigation of Bladen County election 
results. 


Both offices are investigating as the state tries to determine whether there are enough 
questions about absentee ballot results to force a redo in the 9th District election, and 
potentially in a handful of local elections the state board has also refused to certify. The 
board recently named Dowless a "person of interest" in that inquiry, and it plans a public 
hearing to detail its investigation Jan. 11. 


Smith told WRAL News, and he has told other news outlets before, that he provided 
Dowless' get-out-the-vote operation office space ahead of the 2018 primary. Smith said he 
made Dowless move when he learned he wasn't just working for the Harris campaign, but 
for McVicker's as well. 


More On This 


Attorney: Man at center of 9th District election investigation has violated no laws 
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North Carolina's ‘Guru of Elections’: . 
Can-Do Operator Who May Have Done 
Too Much 


By Richard Fausset, Alan Blinder, Sydney Ember, Timothy Williams and Serge F. Kovaleski 


Dec. 8, 2018 


BLADENBORO, N.C. — Adam Delane Thompson wanted to vote but was not sure what to do with 
the absentee ballots he received in the mail this year for him, his fiancée and his daughter. So for 
guidance he called an old friend in Bladenboro, L. McCrae Dowless Jr., a low-level local official 
with acriminal record who nonetheless had once been feted as “guru of elections” in Bladen 
County. 


Mr. Dowless soon had the sealed ballots in his hands and was off to the post office to mail them, 
Mr. Thompson said. 


Mr. Thompson, who works in the maintenance department at a DuPont plant, said in an interview 
he was grateful. But the act was apparently illegal in North Carolina, where, except in limited 
circumstances, it is a felony to collect another person’s absentee ballot. 





In this rural region near the state’s southern border, where candidates are often intimately known 
as neighbors, friends or enemies, Mr. Dowless ran a do-it-all vote facilitating business that was 
part of the community fabric. 


While cash-driven voter turnout efforts are a cottage industry in campaign seasons, Mr. 
Dowless’s operation appeared to run like a family business that crossed lines laid out in election 
law. 


Dozens of interviews and an examination of thousands of pages of documents portray Mr. 
Dowless, a former car salesman, as a local political opportunist who was quick to seek ballots, 
collect them or offer rides to the polls. He employed a network of part-time helpers, some of them 
his own relatives, who, lured by promises of swift cash payments, would fan out across 
southeastern North Carolina in get-out-the-vote efforts for whichever candidate happened to be 
footing that year’s bill. 
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But that network operated with little oversight and accountability, critics say, and now Mr. 
Dowless has drawn national scrutiny amid a sprawling electoral fraud investigation that could 
result in arare redo in arace for Congress. 


( ivestigators are examining accounts of Mr. Dowless and people connected to his operation 
collecting absentee ballots directly from residents. Word of this apparent practice has stirred 
fears that those ballots were reported — or not reported — in ways that helped the Republican 
nominee, Mark Harris, to prevail by just 905 votes last month. 


The state’s election board has declined to certify Mr. Harris as the winner in the Ninth 
Congressional District, and is expected to hold an evidentiary hearing this month. On Friday, the 
State identified Mr. Dowless as a “person of interest” in its investigation. 


The scandal has been a setback for Mr. Harris, a pastor-turned-aspiring lawmaker whose 
campaign Strategists hired Mr. Dowless for a get-out-the vote drive. And it has been an 
embarrassment for leaders of the Republican Party, who have spent years fretting that electoral 
fraud could come from undocumented immigrants. Now they are grappling with the possibility 
that it may have come from one of their own. 


But over the years, Democrats and Republicans alike in North Carolina courted Mr. Dowless, 
who, over almost 15 years, went from being a registered Democrat to unaffiliated to Democrat to 
unaffiliated to Republican. They fraternized with him, and hired him to work his magic in service 

( “boosting their vote tallies. They did so even though local news reports going back to at least 
2010 noted his criminal record, which included felony convictions for perjury and fraud. 


And they did so despite longstanding rumors that his get-out-the-vote tactics were unsavory at 
the least, and perhaps illegal. 


“T only knew of him that he was crooked, as far as elections are concerned, and he had a way of 
doing it, and avoided prosecution and that kind of thing,” said Ben Snyder, the chairman of the 
Bladen County Democratic Party, who said he did not meet Mr. Dowless in person until 2016. 
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The town of Bladenboro in Bladen County, N.C. The county and North Carolina’s Ninth 
District are ensnarled in a potential election fraud case. 
Veasey Conway for The New York Times 


Dallas Woodhouse, the executive director of the North Carolina Republican Party, said he had 


heard “a lot of chatter” about voter turnout operations over the years in Bladen County but paid it 
little mind because prosecutors never brought cases. 


“Nothing sort of ever happened,” he said, “so I think you assume that there’s a whole lot of noise.” 


In Bladen County this year, Mr. Harris won 61 percent of the accepted absentee ballots, even 
though registered Republicans accounted for only 19 percent of the ballots submitted. 


Both the state elections board and the United States House of Representatives, which Democrats 
will control beginning in January, could force a new election in North Carolina. 


On Wednesday night, Mr. Dowless opened his door with a cigarette between his knuckles as a 
holiday light machine projected a whirling, speckled glow onto his modest house. In the side yard, 
a campaign sign for Mr. Harris rested in the grass. 


Mr. Dowless said he could not talk, given the controversy. “I don’t mean to be rude,” he said. 


On Friday, he again declined to be interviewed but this time recited a phone number for a lawyer, 
who did not respond to a message. 
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Local residents said Mr. Dowless — whois also a soil and water conservation district supervisor 

— was busy but available. “If you need help he’s going to help you out,” said Barry Hester, 64, a 

retired construction worker who went to high school with Mr. Dowless. “Like people who aren’t so 
(— ‘rtunate. If they need a ride, they’ll call McCrae.” 


Politicians and voters said Mr. Dowless depended on cash and a short paper trail. 


“Everything was verbal,” said Pete Givens, who briefly hired Mr. Dowless for a Charlotte City 
Council campaign last year. 


The Dowless operation also relied on workers like Ginger Eason, who told WSOC, a Charlotte 
television station, that Mr. Dowless paid her $75 to $100 a week to go door to door this year to 
encourage people to vote for Mr. Harris and a candidate for sheriff. She also said she picked up 
completed absentee ballots and brought them to Mr. Dowless, but was not sure what he did with 
them. 


“TI don’t know nothing what happened after I dropped them off,” she said. 


Kirby Wright, 47, and his mother, Doris Lee Hammonds, 77, recall that a women they recognized 
as Ms. Eason came to their home one night to pick up their absentee ballots. 


The pair had thick envelopes containing their absentee ballots but never filled them out. When 
Ms. Eason came by, she said she needed them. 


( . told her I was going to throw it away,” Mr. Wright said in an interview. “It was blank. She said, 
‘No, I’ve got to pick up all the empty ballots’” Ms. Eason could not be reached for comment. 


Mr. Wright said he isn’t sure what happened to the ballot designated for his mother, who is 
bedridden. It might have been thrown in the trash, he said. But state records show Ms. 
Hammonds cast an absentee ballot by mail. Ms. Hammonds, also interviewed, said she never 
filled it out or signed the absentee ballot at all. 
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Mark Harris, right, at a campaign rally in Charlotte in October. The state’s election board 
has declined to certify Mr. Harris’s House victory. Doug Mills/The New York Times 


Ms. Eason told the Charlotte television station that she never discarded any ballots. But a large 
number of unreturned absentee ballots in Bladen County, as well as adjacent Robeson County, 
prompted concerns among elections officials, campaign strategists and independent researchers 
that Mr. Dowless’s network may have engaged in wider fraud. 


So do the accounts of some voters. At Village Oaks, an apartment complex in Bladenboro, several 
residents said they had seen a.truck at the complex with a Harris campaign placard at the same 
time that groups of three or four women would appear to collect ballots or encourage people to 
request absentee ballots during election season. 


“They were around, saying they would help people cast absentee ballots,” said Barbie Silvas, who 
mailed in a ballot this year. “They said, ‘I’m here for McCrae to help people to vote,” 


A Formula for Victories ( 


Mr. Dowless appeared in the news in the early 1990s after he was accused of taking out, and 
collecting on, a life insurance. policy on an employee who had just died, backdating it and forging 
a signature. He ultimately spent about six months in prison, according to the North Carolina 
Department of Public Safety. 


Less than two decades later, he was one of a handful of get-out-the-vote experts who wielded 
significant influence in Bladen County, a struggling rural area where one in four people live below 
the poverty line. Records show that beginning in 2009, at least seven Democratic and Republican 
candidates paid him for work. 


In 2010, Mr. Dowless worked for a Democratic candidate for district attorney. A local television 
Station at that time named Mr. Dowless as one of “a few heavy hitters in the Bladen County get- 
out-the-vote arena.” Part of the local political culture, the station reported, involved political 
operatives distributing sample ballots for which they had sold spots to the highest-bidding 
candidates. 


The Republican candidate, Jonathan M. David, eventually won the election. He criticized the pay. 
to-play tactics, which he said “lets a small group of people who don’t have the best interest of the: 
community at heart, but their own financial interest at stake, to dictate who becomes important 
leaders in their community.” 
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That same year produced a political landmark for Bladen County, which elected a Democrat as its 
first black sheriff. 


_The racial backlash — the county was then 56 percent white and 35 percent black — was 
ilpable, recalled Patsy Sheppard, now a vice chairwoman of the local Democratic Party. She 
recalled hearing her fellow whites say, “We need a white sheriff.” 


When a white challenger, James A. McVicker, emerged in 2014, Mr. Dowless was able to earn 
several thousand dollars in cash helping to get him elected by running a 20-worker absentee 
ballot operation. 


According to records in a lawsuit, Mr. Dowless was paid $5,800 in cash by Jeffrey Smith, the 
owner of a video gambling parlor, who was worried that the incumbent sheriff would raid the 
business. 


Mr. McVicker, a Republican, won — and Mr. Smith’s business was raided anyway. His company 
filed a lawsuit against the new sheriff and noted that Mr. McVicker had won the election by 
almost 350 votes. Mr. Smith’s lawyers implied in a court filing that without “Mr. Dowless’ efforts” 
on absentee ballots, Mr. McVicker would not have won. 


In 2014, state records show, Mr. Dowless opened a consulting business with Jens L. Lutz, a local 
Democratic activist. Mr. Lutz, one of two Democrats on Bladen County’s four-member elections 
~ hoard, said Friday that he only went into business with Mr. Dowless as a kind of sleuthing 
( eration to root out the unethical tactics he thought Mr. Dowless employed. 
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Dallas Woodhouse, the North Carolina Republican Party’s executive director, said the 
organization would be open to a new election if there was proof of fraud that swayed the 
State’s unresolved congressional race. Kaitlin Mckeown/The Herald-Sun, via Associated Press 


“I knew there was some suspicion and I was doing it to solidify any suspicion of any wrongdoing, 
Mr. Lutz said, but added that he found it difficult to learn many of Mr. Dowless’s methods. (After 
The New York Times questioned Mr. Lutz on Friday about his dealings with Mr. Dowless, Mr. 
Lutz resigned from the elections board.) 


Meanwhile, word had spread to neighboring Robeson County that Mr. Dowless had a formula for 
delivering victories. Mickey Meekins heard the word, and decided to call Mr. Dowless when 
decided to run for county commissioner in 2014. 


But after paying Mr. Dowless $20,000, Mr. Meekins rapidly became disenchanted. 


“They actually didn’t get no vote,” said Mr. Meekins, who lost, adding that he assumed Mr. 
Dowless used sloppy or suspect tactics. 


The Tally: 221 of 226 


In January 2016, the consulting firm he founded with Mr. Lutz dissolved, but Mr. Dowless 
continued his own work. One client was Todd Johnson, a Republican who, along with Mr. Harris, 
wanted to unseat Robert M. Pittenger, the incumbent congressman in the Ninth District. ( 


Mr. Johnson, who lives near Charlotte, a city almost three hours from Bladen County’s seat, 
finished last in the primary race, but dominated in Bladen. Of 226 absentee-by-mail votes in the 
county, Mr. Johnson received 221. 


Mr. Pittenger recalled that he, too, could have hired Mr. Dowless. The men met, the congressman 
said, but Mr. Pittenger “quickly ended the meeting over personal concerns with his proposal.” 


“We didn’t talk long enough for me to gather detailed information,” Mr. Pittenger said. “I just 
knew I didn’t want to be involved with him.” 


In April, just ahead of this year’s Republican primary, Herman Dunn, Bladen County’s former 
chief deputy sheriff, saw Mr. Dowless at a polling place. 


Mr. Dunn wrote in an affidavit that Mr. Dowless told him he was “doing absentee” work for both 
Mr. McVicker, the sheriff, and Mr. Harris. 


“You know I don’t take checks,” Mr. Dowless said, according to Mr. Dunn, who had worked for the 
Sheriff Mr. McVicker defeated. “They have to pay me cash.” ( 
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According to Mr. Dunn, Mr. Dowless also boasted that he had more than 80 people under his 
command in Mr. Harris’s race. (That figure could not be independently corroborated. Red Dome 
Group, the consulting firm that contracted with Mr. Dowless on behalf of Mr. Harris’s campaign, 

( d not respond to requests for comment.) 


As the state’s investigation into potential fraud continues, people like Jeneva Legions wonder 
about their voting experiences. Ms. Legions, 30, who lives in the Village Oaks apartments, said 
She’d had her absentee ballot for a day or two when several women came to her door. One of the 
women said, ‘Are you Jeneva? I’ve come to get your ballot,” Ms. Legions said. 


When Ms. Legions told them she had not voted yet, one of the women told her she should sign the 
ballot and fill in her Social Security number. The women left, Ms. Legions said. Not long 
afterward, one of the women returned. 


“T gave it to her,” Ms. Legions said in a telephone interview. “I thought she worked for the county. 
I thought she was one of the voting people coming to get my ballot.” 


Ms. Legions said she had not sealed the envelope when she gave it to the woman. Her ballot, 
records show, was never returned to elections officials. 


Richard Fausset, Alan Blinder, Sydney Ember and Timothy Williams reported from Bladenboro, and Serge F. Kovaleski from 
New York. Stephanie Saul contributed reporting from New York. Susan Beachy and Kitty Bennett contributed research. 


version of this article appears in print on Dec. 9, 2018, on Page Al of the New York edition with the headline: Absentee Vote A Cash Crop For the 
‘Guru’ 


READ 189 COMMENTS 
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Who is McCrae Dowless, man who appears to 
be center of 9th District investigation? 
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As the North Carolina Board of Elections investigates the results of the 9th Congressional District election between 
Republican Mark Harris and Democrat Dan McCready, questions swirl about a Bladen County electioneer. 


For years, Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. has been well known in Bladen County political circles. 


Dowless, who goes by McCrae, serves on the board of the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District as 
the vice chair, an elected position. 
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Dowless is better known for his work on campaigns other than his own. 


Attempts to get in contact with Dowless have been unsuccessful. When Channel 9 stopped by the Bladen County 


Soil and Water Conversation District Office last week, an employee said Dowless is only in for meetings and he 
doesn’t use computers often. 


Dowless has a criminal record dating back to the 1980s. 


Records show Dowless served six months in prison after being convicted of felony fraud charge in 1992. Dowless 
has also previously faced a charge for perjury. 
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A criminal past has not stopped Dowless from working on campaigns of several prominent local and statewide 
politicians. 


Dowless’ political career has been centered around getting out the vote. 


According to campaign finance reports, Dowless’ first major race was in 2010, working for Harold Butch Pope’s 
campaign for Bladen County district attorney. 


The Pope campaign paid Dowless $7,127 over the course of the year. 


A majority of the payments were for "get out the vote" efforts. Pope defeated Jon David by more than 4,000 votes in 
Bladen County. 


Over the next couple of years, Dowless was paid thousands of dollars for get out the vote efforts and, at times, 


campaign manager for eastern North Carolina candidates Wesley Meredith, Al Leonard, Ken Waddell, and William 
Brisson. 


Dowless’ candidates have not been limited to eastern North Carolina. 
[NC Board of Elections votes to hold Jhearing on US House District 9 election] 
[Possible absentee ‘irregularities’ examined in 9th Congressional District race] 


He was paid $800 for “consulting fees” for Republican Charlotte City Council candidate Pete Givens. Mark Harris, a 
friend of Givens, did a fundraiser and campaigned for him. 
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Dowless’ past work includes huge differences between his candidate’s absentee by mail total and opponents. 
Dowless wasn't always connected to the Harris campaign. 

In the 2016 primary, records show Dowless worked for Todd Johnson, who ran against Harris and Robert Pittenger. 
Campaign finance reports show Dowless was paid $6,456 by Johnson's campaign. 

The disbursement description was for “get out the vote.” 


In the June 2016 primary, Johnson finished last in the race, trailing the top vote-getter Pittenger by a little more than 
1,100 votes. Despite the loss, Johnson dominated in Bladen County, carrying 68 percent of the vote. 


A deeper look at the votes reveals Johnson received 98 percent of absentee by mail votes. 
Johnson received 221 absentee-by-mail votes. 


Pittenger and Harris combined for five. 


The 221 absentee-by-mail votes amounted to 51 percent of his total votes received by that method and 21 percent 
of the total amount of absentee-by-mail votes when each candidate's totals are added together. 


As Channel 9 reported last week, Dowless was referenced in two affidavits that are now included in NCSBE’s 
investigation. 
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[NC State Board of Elections Chairman resigns amid controversy] 


Campaign finance reports confirm the Bladen County sheriff paid Dowless at least $7,000. The purpose on 
Campaign finance reports was listed as “get out to vote.” 


Dowless does not appear on any campaign finance reports for Harris because he was working for Red Dome, a 
political consulting firm hired by the Harris campaign. 


Records show the Harris campaign paid Red Dome more than $428,000. The disbursements are listed for admin 
and staff and grassroots. 


Andy Yates, founder of Red Dome, did not respond to Channel 9’s calls Sunday evening. 


According to the North Carolina Secretary of State's Office, the Red Dome Group was dissolved in 2017. A 
certificate of administrative dissolution was issued by Secretary of State Elaine Marshall on Aug. 15, 2017. 


The North Carolina Secretary of State's Office has previously told Channel 9 when a business is dissolved by the 
secretary of state the business is not in good standing. 


Similar to Johnson, Harris put up huge absentee by mail numbers in the primary for Bladen County. Harris received 
437 of 456 absentee-by-mail votes. Incumbent Pittenger only received 17. In the general election against Democrat 
Dan McCready, Harris received 61 percent of the absentee by mail votes. Analysis by political expert Dr. Michael 
Bitzer found Bladen was the only county Harris received more absentee-by-mail votes than McCready. 


“In Bladen County, 61 percent of the accepted absentee-by-mail ballots went Republican--the only county to do so; 
meaning that along with the almost 20 percent of loyal registered Republicans who voted that method, Harris would 
have also received almost all the registered unaffiliated voters and/or some Democratic registered voters to make it 
to 62 percent of the vote,” Bitzer wrote in his analysis. 


Read more top trending stories on wsoctv.com: 
e Who is McCrae Dowless, man who appears to be center of 9th District investigation? 
e Police: North Carolina teacher had sexual ties with student 
e Community petitions to allow father of slain Lumberton teen into US for funeral 


e WATCH: Keith Monday's Monday forecast outlook 
¢ Moving photo of George H.W. Bush's service dog lying near casket 
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( North Carolina Republicans Express Increasing 
Doubts on Disputed Election 


By Alan Blinder 


Dec. 6, 2018 


ELIZABETHTOWN, N.C. — North Carolina Republicans expressed mounting doubts on 
Thursday about a disputed congressional race that their candidate once seemed to have won, 
with one of the state party’s most influential figures saying a new election could be appropriate in 
the wake of fraud allegations. 


Lawmakers and Strategists, effectively abandoning days of demands that state officials swiftly 
certify Mark Harris as the winner of the Ninth District’s House campaign, said they worried that 
absentee-ballot fraud may have infected both the November election and the Republican primary, 
which the incumbent, Robert M. Pittenger, lost in May. Mr. Pittenger has raised concerns about 
voting irregularities. 


In Washington, Democrats, who will control the House in January, including the likely House 
a yeaker, Nancy Pelosi, warned again that Mr. Harris might not be seated when the new Congress 
~ convenes. Some called for an immediate investigation. 


The Republican recalibration came as the Ninth District’s turmoil showed no sign of abating, 
especially before the State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement holds a hearing on or 
before Dec. 21. That proceeding is likely to show the earliest fruits of an intensifying inquiry that 
has led to subpoenas and reviews of thousands of pages of records. The state board has not 
certified Mr. Harris as the winner and has, for now, all but set aside preliminary results that give 
him a 905-vote edge over his Democratic opponent, Dan McCready. 


“They should lay out their cards so everyone knows fact from fiction and fact from innuendo,” 
Said Dallas Woodhouse, the executive director of the North Carolina Republican Party. “If they 
can state with certainty that whatever bad behavior that took place could not have changed the 
race, then they should certify Mr. Harris. If they can state there was a substantial likelihood that 
the race could have been altered, then we would not oppose a new election.” 


The deepening concerns about the Ninth District center on Mr. Harris’s voter turnout operation, 
which partly relied on L. McCrae Dowless Jr., a political operative from Bladen County with both 
_~ felony record for fraud and an extensive history of working for Democratic and Republican 
. .ampaigns. Witnesses have repeatedly described an effort that involved at least one seemingly 
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illegal tactic: collecting absentee ballots directly from voters. The approach stirred worries that 
ballots may have been improperly marked for Mr. Harris or discarded if they were to be cast for 
Mr. McCready. 


ates 


Mr. Dowless declined to comment, and Mr. Harris and his supporters have denied wrongdoing. . 


Democrats have warned that if the allegations about Mr. Harris’s campaign are not sufficiently 
settled, they would be reluctant to allow him to be seated in January. Ms. Pelosi reasserted on 
Thursday that the House would have the final say on who was seated and whether to investigate 
the election itself. 


“The House still retains the right to decide who is seated,” Ms. Pelosi said. “Any member-elect can 
object to the seating of, the swearing in of another member-elect, and we’ll see how that goes.” 


If North Carolina officials are not able to resolve the allegations in an acceptable way, she 
continued, the House Administration Committee has the authority to investigate the matter itself 
and ultimately determine a winner. If it was unable to, she added, the committee could call for a 
new election. (The House has the constitutional authority to be “the judge of the elections, returns 
and qualifications of its own members.”) 


“We're all in a close touch on that because this is bigger than that one seat, this is about 
undermining the integrity of our elections,” Ms. Pelosi said. “And what was done there is so . 
remarkable, that person — those entities got away with that, even to the detriment of the ( 
Republicans in the primary.” 


Indeed, Republicans grumbled quietly among themselves after Mr. Harris defeated Mr. Pittenger 
this year. Mr. Harris’s 828-vote margin of victory, they suggested, may have been tainted by Mr. 
Dowless’s efforts in places like Bladen County, which has a notorious history of political 
chicanery. Mr. Pittenger said in an email on Wednesday that Mr. Dowless had offered his services 
when the congressman and Mr. Harris first faced off more than two years ago. 


“During the 2016 primary, I met with McCrae Dowless but quickly ended the meeting over 
personal concerns with his proposal,” Mr. Pittenger wrote. “We didn’t talk long enough for me to 
gather detailed information — I just knew I didn’t want to be involved with him.” 


Without elaboration, he added, “Dowless’ efforts were widely known and we did share our 
concerns with several people.” 


Mr. Woodhouse, the state party’s executive director, Said in an interview on Thursday morning 
that he did not “really recall” any complaints from Mr. Pittenger’s allies, but said he did not 
dispute that the congressman’s supporters may have expressed concerns. . 
“We often get people trying to get us to referee issues with Republican primaries, and we avoid C 
that,” Mr. Woodhouse said. “If we had some kind of absentee ballot mail doing things that were 
illegal, we would have been the first people to call the authorities.” 
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Republicans said Thursday that they were not forsaking Mr. Harris and his candidacy. Some even 
argued that Mr. Woodhouse, who said during a CNN segment that misconduct in the Ninth 
District had made him vomit late on Wednesday night, did not support a new round of voting. 


( Ve are not saying that,” said Robin Hayes, the chairman of the state party, who blamed the 
media for misreporting Mr. Woodhouse’s remarks. “We are saying that we want the investigation 
to be completed.” 


Mr. Hayes, a former congressman, added, “At this point in the process, based on what we know, 
we think that Mark Harris has fairly and legitimately won the race,” but that “if the facts and the 
numbers support calling for another election, then we would support it.” 


In Raleigh, where the legislature on Thursday approved a new voter ID law that included new 
documentation requirements for absentee voting, Republicans said they were frustrated by the 
Swirl of allegations in Bladen County. They urged Gov. Roy Cooper, a Democrat, to appoirit a task 
force to focus on years of potential election fraud in the area. 


Mr. Cooper did not embrace the suggestion, which Democrats said could undermine the work of 
the state elections board, which includes four Democrats, four Republicans and one unaffiliated 
member. 


“Governor Cooper believes North Carolinians should have confidence in the integrity of elections 
and allegations of fraud and tampering must be investigated,” said a spokesman, Ford Porter. 
( rhere are multiple ongoing criminal investigations, and legislators should allow investigators 
and prosecutors to follow the facts and take appropriate action.” 


Mr. McCready on Thursday withdrew his month-old concession to Mr. Harris. 


“T didn’t serve overseas in the Marine Corps just to come back home and watch politicians and 
career criminals attack our democracy,” Mr. McCready said in a video on his Twitter account. 
“That’s why today I withdraw my concession to Mark Harris.” 


Elizabeth Dias and Nicholas Fandos contributed reporting from Washington. 


A version of this article appears in print on Dec. 7, 2018, on Page A18 of the New York edition with the headline: North Carolina G.O.P. 
Increasingly Doubts Legitimacy of a House Win 
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‘A troubled history’: Bladen County has 
faced five elections investigations since 
2010 
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Two NC counties are getting attention in the 9th district for the number of unreturned absentee 


ballots. 
By Stephanie Bunao, Ely Portillo.and Matt Walsh 
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Why we celebrate Presidents’ Dav 


Tlus story was corrected on Dec. 7 at 2:07 p.in. See story for details. 


The investigation into voting irregularities in the 2018 election in Bladen County 
is, at least, the fifth elections case since 2010 in the rural eastern North Carolina 
county. 


“Bladen County has a troubled history of political groups exploiting the use of 
absentee ballots in an effort to skew support for a specific candidate or group of 
candidates,” wrote Jon David, district attorney for Bladen, Brunswick and 
Columbus counties, in a Jan. 26, 2018 letter to the State Bureau of 
Investigation’s interim assistant director. 


“These groups package the anticipated ability to garner absentee ballots as a 
commodity to be brokered.” 
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Bladen County ts at the center of an investigation into possible election fraud in 
the 9th Congressional District election, which has yet to be certified by North 
Carolina’s nine-member State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement. 


A 2010 case, investigated by the State Bureau of Investigation and referred to the 
Attorney General’s Special Prosecutions Unit, was closed in 2013 without any 
criminal charges being filed, David told The News & Observer in an email. 


Gov. Roy Cooper was attorney general at the time, but the Special Prosecutions 
Unit would have decided whether to bring charges. 


In November 2016, the state board opened cases into three different groups in 
the county, according to a letter from David to the interim assistant director of 
the State Bureau of Investigation. The three cases are: 
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- Possible absentee ballot fraud committed by Patriots for Progress IE PAC, a 
conservative group founded in 2014. 


Possible absentee ballot fraud committed by the Bladen Improvement 
Association PAC, a Democrat-backed group. 


* Voter fraud allegations and possible false statements to affect election outcomes 
allegedly by McCrae Dowless, who worked as a contractor for Republican Mark 
Harris’ 2018 congressional campaign. 


The state board has twice declined to certify results of North Carolina’s 9th 
Congressional District election, a race apparently won by Harris by 905 votes 
over Democrat Dan McCready. The board has scheduled a hearing later this. 
month to hear evidence about voting irregularities with absentee ballots in Bladen 


and Robeson counties. It has also declined a county commissioners race and the 


race for soil and water conservation district supervisor. 


The board has certified the Bladen County’s sheriff's race. 


Correction: An earlier version of this story should have said that the board of elections has 
certified the Bladen County sheriff s race. 


The board has issued subpoenas to the Harris campaign, to the campaign of 
Bladen County Sheriff Jim McVicker and to Red Dome Group, a consulting firm 
that Harris paid more than $411,000 to for campaign work, according to election 
board spokesman Patrick Gannon. Red Dome Group founder Andy Yates told The 
Charlotte Observer that his firm hired Dowless to work for Harris. 


Harris received 437 mail-in absentee votes in Bladen County in his May 
Republican primary upset victory against incumbent Rep. Robert Pittenger. 
Pittenger received 17 votes via mail-in absentee. In the general election, Harris 
won mail-in absentee votes 420 te McCready’s 258. 





Leslie McCrae Dowless poses for a portrait outside of his home in Biadenboro, NC on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. 
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TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.conx@newsobser 


Dowless’ work in grassroots or get-out-the vote operations dates back to at least 
2010. At the time, he was working for a Democrat, Harold (Butch) Pope, who 
defeated the incumbent district attorney, Rex Gore, in the primary. Pope received 
195 absentee by mail votes to Gore’s 64 in Bladen County. Pope won by more 
than 2,100 votes overall. 


In the general election, Pope ran against David. In Bladen County, Pope received 
610 absentee by mail votes to 148 for David. David won the election by 4,043 
votes overall. Pope paid Dowless $7,127 for get-out-the vote operations and 
expenses. 


Patriots for Progress was founded in 2014, documents filed with the state board 
of elections show. In the initial filing, Jeff Smith was listed as the treasurer, and 
Cindy Brisson Lewis Smith was named the custodian of books. Neither responded 
to requests for comment Wednesday evening. 


The group says on its Facebook page that it is a Bladen County super PAC with a 
mission “to help endorsed candidates win their elections.” The page does not 
name any of the backed candidates. 


The PAC'’s first donation, for $100, came from Landon Bordeaux, who later 
became president of the Bladen County GOP. Reached by phone, Bordeaux said 
he did not remember making the donation, but said he has known Smith since 
childhood. 


“It’s a small town,” he said. “We grew up together.” 


The documents show that an address used for years by the PAC belongs to Smith, 
and in 2014, Smith received a payment of $800 for rent and $160 for salaries. 
Smith could not be reached to respond to questions about Patriots for Progress. 


In earlier telephone interviews, he confirmed that he’s been called to appear 
before the elections board, but he declined to get into details. He said he had not 
done anything wrong in supporting or opposing candidates for office and referred 
a reporter to lawsuits he had filed. 


For a period of time, Dowless claimed to be president of the group. 


A letter dated Jan. 22, 2016, declares to the state that Dowless Is no longer a 
committee member. Cindy Lewis 1s named the new president. 


The group is now defunct, with a status of “terminated” on the state elections 
board website. The last time a report was submitted was in 2016. 


The Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has filed regular reports with 
the state board since 1996. The state Democratic Party has given money to the 
group in the past, including in 2018, according to state records. 


The PAC pays individuals for get out the vote efforts. It paid Lola Wooten $65 in 
October. Wooten turned in 280 absentee ballot requests in Bladen County this 
fall, according to documents released by the state board. Dowless turned in 590. 
It is not illegal to gather absentee ballot requests and turn them in. 


But it is illegal to collect voters’ actual absentee ballots, which some voters said 
both Dowless or those working for him and the Bladen County Improvement 
Project have done. 


Datesha Montgomery, of Bladen County, told The: Charlotte Observer on 
Wednesday that it’s not uncommon for individuals to go door to door to collect 
absentee ballots ahead of Election Day. 


Montgomery is one of the many voters in Bladen who state investigators now 
suspect unwittingly turned her ballot over to an individual working for Dowless 
during the 2018 midterms. Montgomery filled out a sworn affidavit that was 
delivered by the Democratic Party to the state board. 


But, she says, in years past, other people knocked on her door requesting her 
ballot. She identified one of those people to the Observer as someone who, public 
records show, was paid during previous electicns by the Bladen County 
Improvement Association. 


The difference, according to Montgomery, is that the Improvement Association 
accepted her absentee ballot sealed and already filled out. And, ultimately, the 
group filed the ballot with her votes to the county’s election board, Montgomery 
said. 


This year was different. Montgomery said she gave her 2018 ballot to a woman 
she didn’t know but whom she assumed worked with the Improvement 
Association. At the time, she says, her ballot was incomplete and unsealed. 


Later, she says, she was told by state election officials investigating Dowless that 
her absentee ballot was never filed. 


Montgomery eventually voted in person on Election Day. 


Dowless, the vice chairman of the Bladen County water and soil conservation 
board, filed a protest with the state board in 2016 against the Bladen County 
Improvement Association over suspicions about a large number of write-in votes 
on mail-in absentee ballots in the race, many of which had the same handwriting, 
The News & Observer reported at the time. 


Exhibit P 





Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 27255 


=a ee ae t eT 
Ca ae yy; heen Phone: (919) 733-7173 
Jug State Board of} 





lections Fax: (919) 715-0135 





BOARDBOOK CONTENTS 


In re Protest of Election by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr 
Original Protest_and Supplement 
Handwriting Analysis 


In re Protest of Kenneth Register 
Original Protest 
Order (unsigned, provided by Bladen CBE) 


Additional Items: 
Correspondence from the N.C. Democratic Part 


~ 


and Rov Cooper for N.C. 





NOTICE OF STATE BOARD MEETING 


The State Board of Elections will hold a public meeting on Saturday, December 3, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. in 
its boardroom located at 441 North Harrington Street, Raleigh. Public meeting materials will be available 
online at htips://go0.gl/PFWelY. 





TENTATIVE AGENDA 
[UPDATED] 


Call to order 
Statement regarding ethics and conflicts of interest 
G.S. § 1[38A-15fe 





Preliminary consideration of Jn re Protest of Election by Leslie McCrae 
Dowless Jr. G.S. §§ 163-182. 1@(aj and 163-1 82.12* 

Hearing of In re Protest of Election by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. ** and 
In re Protest of Kenneth Register 

G.S. §§ 163-182.10(b)-(d) and 163-182.12 

Consideration of demands for mandatory recount 


G.S. § 163-182.7(c) 
Adjourn 








* The Chair will recognize the Protestor, and candidates appearing on the 
ballot in Bladen County and likely to be affected by the protest, or their 
counsel. Any other person who has evidence may be recognized by the 
Chair. All parties wishing to participate must submit a request to do so by 
email to Legal. Teami@incsbe.gov no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, 
December 2. 





** If the State Board of Elections finds probable cause that a violation of 
election, irregularity, or misconduct has occurred. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 


This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4). Please print or type your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 


1. Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 


McCrae Dowless 
P.O. Box 253 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337 


2. Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 


Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121 
Email: Mccrae.Dowless@mail.com 


3. Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
If a candidate, for what office? 


Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Bladen County. 


Candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 


4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 


November 8, 2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 
Candidates: McCrae Dowless (Winner), 7,744 votes; Write-In Candidates including Franklin Graham, 3,743 votes. 
Additionally, all other candidates on the ballot in this November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen County. 


5. Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation? If so, please explain in detail. 


No. 


6. Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action. 


Yes. The voters of Bladen County, North Carolina, appear to be the victims of a massive scheme to run an absentee 
ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and through the Bladen County Improvement Association 
PAC. 


Upon in-person visual review of mail-in absentee ballots by a forensic handwriting expert, it appears that literally 
hundreds of fraudulent ballots were cast. These ballots all appear to have been cast in support of a ticket of 
candidates, but in particular for a write-in candidate for the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor. Despite the unusually large number of ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin 
Graham, it appears that out.of the hundreds of ballots reviewed that voted for Mr. Graham, the handwriting on 
hundreds of those ballots matches only about a dozen handwriting styles. 
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In particular, one very active absentee ballot ‘“‘witness,” Deborah Monroe, who was apparently personally validating 
validated at least 67 mail-in absentee ballots, appears to have: written in “Franklin Graham” as a write-in candidate at 
least 71 times. In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed 
reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they that it paid Ms. Monroe multiple payments 
totaling $550 for “G.O.T.V.” See Attachment at 8, 23, 47. 


Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County Improvement Association PAC contribution reports include 
the following: 


Mary Johnson, witriess for 74 ballots, $450; 

Lola Wooten, witness for 58 ballots, $500; 

Deborah Cogdell, witness for 45 ballots (including both witnesses on 1 ballot), $300; and 
Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, $630. 


While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the North 
Carolina Democratic Party, supporting the organization with a $2,500 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only 
was the Democratic Party itself an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for 
North Carolina state office made financial contributions to: the PAC. These include the Michael Morgan Committee 
contributing $1,500, backing the recently-elected Democrat North Carolina Supreme Court Justice; the Committee 
to Elect Dan Blue III contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina 
Treasurer; the Committee to Elect Robert Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to Elect Judge Vince Rozier, contributing 
$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina Court of Appeals. 


Several other batches of mail-in absentee ballots of between 5 and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to 
match. 


These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to 
cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 
an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. This is clear from the fact that only a very 
few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed, despite being 
completed by just a few individuals. 


Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a very large 
number of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a third 


party. 


I will also be submitting a report from a Forensic Document Examiner that details much of the handwriting analysis 
outline above. That will be submitted under separate cover as soon as the report is completed. 


7. Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above. State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 
you allege committed such violations. 


N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(2) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(3) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(7) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-237 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275(4) 
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Additionally, the perpetrators violated numerous federal laws dealing with the open and fair conduct of elections, 
including 18 U.S.C. § 1341 as defined by 18 U.S.C. § 1346. 


8. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 


James Brian Hehl, Bladen County Board of Elections 
301 S Sypress St. 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337 

910-862-6951 

Details described in the Attachment to this Protest at 1. 


Jerol Kivet 

PO Box 590 

Clinton NC 28329 

Personally viewed sample of the mail-in absentee ballots and can corroborate their authenticity and details regarding 
the review of those ballots. 


Charlotte Ware 

2161 Southridge Drive 

Belmont, NC 28012 

704-860-7992 

Evaluated a sample of the mail-in absentee ballots, with a full report to follow this complaint. 


9. What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 


The Bladen County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be 
fraudulently prepared and cast as described herein. In particular, any of the mail-in absentee ballots which have been 
traced to this fraudulent scheme must be immediately invalidated as they are not able to be cured. 


10. Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected. or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 


Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate a pattern of fraudulent ballots cast for the election held on 
November 8, 2016 in Bladen County. The fraud appears to have been intended to influence, in part, the outcome of 
the Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor’s race, however a ballot deemed fraudulent must similarly not 
be counted for any office voted. 


11. Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S, 163-182.14 and current, North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 


Yes. 


12. How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? 0 
How many pages of attachments are attached? 49 


Wy el . 2. “bee ar} eons anf 


Signature of Protestor by /Ep eB 
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Date/Time Filed with County Board 
(to be filled out by the county board) 


NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 


day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 


Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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Brian Hehl 

PO Box 592 
Dublin NC 28332 
910-876-1579 


2 November 2016 


Joan Fleming 
NCSBOE 


Re: Absentee Ballot Irregularities 


Dear Mrs. Fleming: 


At your direction from the previous email in regards to absentee ballot irregularities, we 
reviewed those ballots and envelopes, and separated them to be photocopied. Due to a possible missed 
ballot and or vote, the absentee machine was zeroed and all absentees from 10-18-16 were processed 
through the voting machine again. While Chairman Ludlum and Secretary Daniel ran the ballots 
through, Director Shaw and | separated out the envelopes for those that had write-in votes. We did this 
by matching the ballots from the outstack bin to the envelopes, after Ludlum and Daniels put them 
through the machine. We were in direct view of both operations so that all members could see both 
processes for oversight. During that separation, there were several ha ndwriting patterns that were 
overtly similar. Furthermore, those handwriting patterns were specific to certain names on the 
envelopes. By the end of the sorting process, | could determine the name on the envelope with a very 
high degree of accuracy, just by seeing the handwriting on the ballot. Of these names, two stood out. 
One is Patricia Cogdell, and the other is Deborah Monroe. |amin no way a handwriting expert, but 
some of the characters in the handwriting on the ballots appear to be similar in morphology to her 
signature. With Deborah Monroe, her handwriting has a slant that looks to be written /eft handed. The 
tops of the letters lean towards the left, while the voters’ signatures generally lean to the right. 
However, on the ballots, the write-in names lean similar to Monroe’s signatures. After reviewing those 
ballots, | do not recall seeing any of them with written documentation that they actually assisted the 
voters, only that they witnessed the voters filling inthe ballots. We have not done any other ballots due 
to the time consuming process on 1 November, 2016. We, as a board have agreed to finish the 
absentee ballots on Monday before the election. At that time, we can, if you wish, look at more 
envelopes and ballots, but with the ones found on 1 November, | believe there are an overwhelming 
number of occurrences already, to review and investigate. If you have any questions whatsoever, please 
feel free to contact me. 


Sincerely: 


SSS 
James Brian Hehl 
Member, Bladen County Board of Elections 
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AFFIDAVIT 


North Carolina 


County of lat Ly Te 


» & Cy + i 
Weest h er 4 so appearing before the undersigned 






Name of princi 


notary and being duly sworn, says that: 


l. 


Loe) 


My name is Heather Register and I am a registered voter in Bladen County, North 


Carolina. 


[reside at 1878 Braxton Edge Road, Fayetteville, NC 28312, with my husband, 


Timothy Register, and my son, Michael Register. 


In approximately late September/early October, my son’s friend, Caitlyn Croom 


arrived at our home accompanied by a friend named Matthew. 


Caitlyn and Matthew advised my family and me that if we filed absentee request 
forms, we would receive absentee ballots in our mail and we could vote by mail 


without having to go to the polls to cast our votes. 


Caitlyn and Matthew also mentioned they could receive payment in the amount of 
$20 if they secured a certain number of absentee ballot request forms from voters; 


they did not share information on who would be paying them for this work. 


My family and I completed our absentee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew. 


However, the absentee ballots never arrived at our home. 


On November 8, 2016. ] went to my polling place to cast my vote. 


C/179 


8. When] arrived, the poll workers informed me I could not vote because my absentee 


ballot had already been cast on October 6, 2016. 


9. Additionally, the poll workers advised me that absentee ballots had also been 


received for my husband and son. 


10. l.explained that the absentee ballots never arrived at our home and we had not 


submitted those absentees ourselves. 


11. I was told I could not vote and was provided the number for the Bladen County Board 


of Elections. 


12. | informed the Bladen County Board of Elections of the absentee ballots that were 


submitted in my family’s name without our knowledge or consent. 


13. Neither my family nor J voted provisionally. 





Affi iant 


Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this the_/S’ day of A/oVe mbar , 2or& 


20 


(Official Seal) CHAZ Liz) (L. G.. Pied of % - 
Official Signature of Notary 


Charles W. Siska, .J:. 





Notary Public Cha floes W. Sijs bu I, Notary Public 
Cumberland County, N.C Notary’s printed or typed name 
My Commission Expires pts le oe UP 


My commission expires: £2. (is [ 2s 
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Grant R. Sperry 
Charlotte W. Ware 
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aaa eee (704)-860-7992 
_ cos ee email: charlolte@ide sperry.com 
“ i www.fde-sperry.com 





FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT 


November 15, 2016 


Roger Knight, P.A. 
8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


Request dated: November 11, 2016 
Lab Referral Number: 16-1112 


RE: Forensic Document Examinations — on site; Bladen County Board of Elections- 
November 14, 2016 
EXHIBITS 


Envelopes Photocopies of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signatures 
and witness signatures 


Ballots Photocopies of approximately 400 ballots containing write-in candidate by the 
name of “Franklin Graham” 
PROBLEM 


Determine whether the “Franklin Graham” handwritten/hand printed entries on the ballots 
were written by one, or more than one writer. 


EXAMINATION FINDINGS 


The ‘Franklin Graham’ handwriting/hand printing on the various ballots were examined, inter- 
compared and assessed for identification value. All of the “Franklin Graham’ handwritten 
entries were found to contain writing features and characteristics of value for identification 
purposes. 
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LAB REPORT 16 1112 
ll 


Examinations and inter-comparisons between the ballots were conducted. Some of the 
“Franklin Graham” writing was in cursive, and some was hand printed. The purpose of the 
forensic examinations and inter-comparisons was to assess the writing features and 
characteristics for similar and distinguishing features which would provide a basis for 
determining whether one, or more than one writer wrote the questioned “Franklin Graham” 
entries. 


Comparisons of the writing features and characteristics within the “Franklin Graham” entries 
on the respective ballots revealed distinctive similarities and distinguishing differences which 
provided a basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer. 


CONCLUSION 


There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries were written by the same writer. 
Based on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the ‘Franklin 
Graham’ entries examined, the ballots were grouped. There are indications the ballots within 
each Group referenced below was written by a single writer. 


Group 1: 71 ballots 
Group 2: 46 ballots 
Group 3: 18 ballots 
Group 4: 10 ballots 
Group 5: 11 ballots 
Group 6: 6 ballots 


Group 7: 5 ballots 


REMARKS 


Time constraints, the large number of exhibits to be examined, and the fact that the ballots 
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination. If the ballots were examined in the 
proper setting, with ample time for examination and inter-comparisons, more conclusive 
results would be possible. Further, provided ample time for more detailed 
examinations/comparisons, a determination as to whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham’ 
writings (ballots) can be associated with existing or additional groups would be possible. 
Because of the existence of handwritten and hand printed ‘Franklin Graham’ entries and the 
difficulty of inter-comparisons, it is possible the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more 
groups may be the product of one writer. 


Comparable similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1 


and the ‘witness’ Deborah Monroe hand printed entries on the respective envelopes. 
Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding. 
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Examinations of the remaining ‘witness’ related writings were not conducted due to time 
constraints. 


EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 


All photocopied ballots and envelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of 
Elections. No photographs were allowed to be taken and photocopies were not allowed to be 
made of the ballots. 


Reasons and Bases 


The referenced examinations and compansons were conducted utilizing published standard 
methodologies as prescribed by ASTM Intemational Standard E-2290 (or other) and by the 
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). 


The conclusions stated above generally adhere to published standard terminology as 
prescribed by ASTM Intemational Standard E-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entitled 


€ 


Standard Terminology for Expressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners.’ 





hanks. 


Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiner 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 


This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G,S. 163-182.9 (b)(4). 
Piease print or type your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 


i, Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
Kenneth M. Register, Jr. 





P.O. Box 1990, Elizabethtown, NC 28337 NOY o 2 UNG 
2. Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. trace 5] P ie as DPM 
Pe AEN eee 


< ry : ( os #e 
“ e se had be Gas 


Home/Business: (910)876-2417 
Email: kregisterir@hotmail.com 


3. Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
If a candidate, for what office? 


Yes. Candidate for District 3 County Commissioner 


4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
November 8, 2016: Ashley Trivette (R) 2957 © 

Ken Register, Jr. (D) 2524 


5. Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation? Ifso, please explain in detail. 


Yes. Candidate was witness to several software glitches as well as asmemory stick being switclied during early 
voting and Election day. 


6. Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action. 


Yes. Undetermined amounts of Absentee Ballots were forged and submitted by certain individuals and others from 
the same or similar organizations. Those individuals are Matthew Mathis and Caitlyn Croom. Please see attached. 


7. Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above. 
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 


Matthew Mathis and Caitlyn Croom have in fact falsified and submitted Absentee Ballots to the Bladen County 


Board of Election. 


Matthew Mathis Caitlyn Croom 


13007 Hwy 242 N. 13007 Hwy 242 N. 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337 Elizabethtown, NC 28337 





8. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 


Michael Cogdell, Elizabethtown, NC _(910)874-1049 
Arthur Bullock, Elizabethtown, NC (910) 876-7905 
Horace Munn, Riegelwood, NC (910) 520-6271 
Deborah Monroe, Council, NC (910) 549-4082 

Lola Wooten, Elizabethtown, NC (910) 876-0462 


9. What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 


After witnessing and experiencing such an unfortunate and corrupt election, Candidate strongly feels that all Bladen 
County residents deserve and are entitled as US citizens to an overall ye-vote from at minimum a State level. It is my 
opinion, a re-vote is the only resolution due to the Jevel of corruption and uncertain number of forged votes. If a re- 


O79 


count is found to be unnecessary after all investigations have concluded, it is the Candidates request to have a Hand 





to Eye recount ofall votes and also all Absentee ballots collected and witnessed by Matthew Mathis and Caitlyn 


Croom be nuil and void. 


10. Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the. 
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 

Yes, Any and all reported software glitch and/or methods of yote count calculations should be carefully monitored. 
Candidate feels events which took place during early voting and the main Election day have lead to a miscalculation 








of factual and accurate votes. 


11, Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out.in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 

Yes I have. 


12. How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest?0 
How many pages of attachments are attached? 8. Signed and notarized Affidavit from Heather Register (2 
pages.) and a letter from Linda F. Johnson-Baldwin, letter from "Josh" and accompanied by Absentee Ballotts for 
Linda Johnson-Baldwin, Kevin DeQuan Baldwin and Evin DeShawn Baldwin. Also attached is4 letter requesting a 
Hand to Eye vote count received by Bladen County Board of Elections on Nov. 14, 2016.47 


Bi nastire of Protestor 








Date/Time Filed with County Board 





(to be filled out Re the county board) 


NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within. one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 


Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 276] 1-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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AFFIDAVIT 


North Carolina 


mi Fo. 
County of © ada. 


_, appearing before the undersigned 





notary and being duly sworn, say's that: 
1, My name is Heather Register and I am a registered voter in Bladen County, North 


Carolina. 


2. Treside at 1878 Braxton Edge Road, Fayetteville, NC 28312, with my husband, 


Timothy Register, and my son, Michael Register. 


Le 


in approximately late September/early October, my son's friend, Caithn Croom 


arrived at our home accompanied by a friend named Matthew. 


4. Caitlyn and Matthew advised my family and me that if we filed absentee request 
forms, we would receive absentee. balots in our mai] and we could vote by mail 


without having to go to the polls to cast our votes. 


5. Caitlyn and Matthew also mentioned they could receive payment in the amount of 
$20 ifthey secured a certain number of absentee ballot request forms from voters; 


they did not share information.on who would be paying them for this work, 


6. My family and I completed our absentee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew. 


However, the absentee ballots never arrived at our home. 


7, On November 8, 2016. f went to my polling place to cast my vote. 
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( 8. When I arrived, the poll workers informed me I could not vote because my absentee 


batlot had already been cast on October 6, 2016. 


9. Additionally, the poji workers advised me that abseniee ballots had also been 


received for my husband and son. 


10. lexplained that the absentee ballots never arrived at our home and we had not 


subniitted those absentees ourselves: 


1]. Iwas told I could not vote and was provided the number for the Bladen County Board 


of Elections. 


[2. informed the Bladen County Board of Elections of the absentee ballots that were 


submitted in my family’s name withont our knowledge or consent. 


13. Neither my family nor I voted provisionally. 





—_ 4 


Affien wy 


at 
Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this the_/S day of AMovenLeu : Zork 


20 


e 
—— 


(Official Seal) CE. Le J = 


Official Signature of Notary 
Chatles W. Siska, J:. Poe : ; 
Notary Public . Charles VW, Sek, we, Notary Public 


ey: Notary's printed or typed name 
My Commission Exptres #20 sf 25 VSP typ 










My commission expires: {2 lei 25 
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October 4, 2016 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


1, Linda F. fohnson-Baldwin answered my doorbetl on September 24, 2076 
at approximately 8:45 p.m. and invited Josh tc come in. He iold me who he was, 
what he needed, and called one of the names of one of the previous teachers that i 
supervised, I allow him te come in. He asked me if I would like to fill owt an 
“absentes ballot form” for vote for the 2016 primary. He told me that ithe had 
flied out 14 or 15 he would be paid $120.00 each time. Me-being the person that i 

am, irying to help young people m any passible way, told him yes. I filled out-one for 
 toyself and for my one 40 year old daughter and two twenty-two year old sons. He 
infonned me that I would receive the envelopes in the mail and that Tneed to All them 
out and he would return for them. Within a couple of days I received three large 
envelopes m the mail. One each for my two sons and one for myself. My daughter 
did not receive one because she is not registered to vote in North Carolina. On 
Thursday, September 2,2016 Josh came by to see iff had complete the ballots. I 
had not! Liold my husband who aaswered the door, to tell him thati willhavethem 
ready by Sunday at approximately 4:00 pm. On Sunday October 2, at approximately ( 
4:00 Josh returned for the ballots. I had forgotten to fll them out, therefore, I invited / 
him to come in while [filled out the bailots. [made the statement that some of the 
categories aren’t clear on the ballot. He told me that I could All ont any of them thai I 
want to but he was just concerned with this particular and he then placed his finger on 
the ballot, and pointed owt 2 name. I then informed him that I would choose the one 
that I want. Josh informed me that he had to sign the envelope, have a witness to sign. 
and he also had to put postage staraps on them as well. I told hira that I wanted to 
mail them myself, I made it perfectly clear that 1 wanted to mail them, He told-me 
that he would return them: on Monday at 12:00, that he had to show them to his boss ___ 
80 that he could get paic for having them done. J arranged my business so that} 
would be home on Monday, October 3 at 12:00 p.m.. I was home from Monday, 
October 3 at 10:45 a.m. until Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. I had to run an errand on 
Thesday morming , but I returned by 10:40 am. Ne Josh, no cail and no mail from 
{ would like for my ballot and sons’ ballot io be disregarded aad returned to us, so 

that we may vote m person and not by “absentee baliot.” Please make sure that this 
request is granted to us as U S Citizens. 


wee 


Sincerely, 
Linda F. Johnson-Baldwin 
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BLADEN COUNTY . 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 
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Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 
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their coe address. 
ee eens Lea fi 
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GARLAND, NC 28444 
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= Ido hereby certify that I ant 4 duly mulled voter, amainees as 


Name corection (ifapplicable) 


enn 


afftiate of Fthe vaiiaon spate indicated 
; On this application, that all information represented i is correct, and that I am entitled to vote in this clection. 
if Iam an Unaffiliated votet voting in a primary election, I am voting in the Party Primary indicated: 
(DEM) (REP) or (LIB). If the party indicated is (UNA), Iam voting a nonpartisan baliot. 


I certify that I am making application for an absenteo ballot, and that i marked the balfot enclosed herein (or 


in the presence of two wilnesses 
itness the casting of my absentee 


EL 








ase FO RRC ITeRBTNEL 





I certify that I assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to his or her instruction anW/or 1 


” BOARD AP P OVAL: k assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to complete end/or sign this 
( % certification. 
‘. = . 
z = Name of Person Asskting Vozer (if applicable) Address of Porson Assisting Voter 
Date bet xX 
yeaa ” 
= + 3 . * es ae enn Bee, pase 4 vise faye is te NES. = ERE FIG. jee aU 25 
Tigd Withesse Bare teguiledtinics swine See ae Ree cet pies i) Seung AINE soe AEGaT ion Blok 
I certify that [ am at least 18 years of age and am cae ests by G.S. 163- , County of 


226.3(aX4) or G.S. 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of his/her absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter matked the 
enclosed baflot, or caused it to be marked in his/her presence according to his/her 
histruetion, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 


x Vida VM Mead 
8) Signature Uz. SS 
150 ffl tM “edu Ld 
Shizabethto sa NC 


‘2 Qg3RT 
Witness #1 City, Sigte, Zip (Required) 


Lalli 


Witnes id SiN ohey cd) 
} iid 


Witness 7/2 Street Ad 
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In Py et "that: a Second Pr eaary a “Runoff os : — aoe my” 
signature below, J request that an absentee application and ballot be issucd to 
me and mailed to meat the address given below. 


Stonahre of Vater lifannticahtel 











] certify that I am at Jeast 18 yeats of age and am not-disqualified by G.S. 163- 
226 3(a)(4) or G.S. 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of hishher absentee ballot. On the day of 
20 , the voter: 








Print Voter's Name 


personally appeated before me, was positively identified, and in my présence, mated 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his or her presence according to his or 
her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 


X 
Signatur: of Notary Public 





“My Commission Expires —_ 
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Due to continued or expected illness or ‘disability, } I request ete this ak ee e 


for absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 
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am celigible'to participate, 
Xx 


Ce ae fife “nr 





* at ee PR lt A ly A A A I A A te i tA 


Vehicle eall Sion So +he i 


Sinan ae alot going po. Mis mothe HAYA oF ‘Sorel lead her (or 








OEE Os SS CEE 2 eee Ochre 


(tea cime, Sora lso, Wet tte was a Gi days 
as a late, 2s ene a ge hid eae shld 


i aeeeaer pig. go tt > cyou. por ae uiting Hoes 





: sy aW\or bey _ - Mme it i¢ errs TH iS He 4) 
“t 7 . | 


Mus sincevest st_apslacies to you a ee 
sa csp dec tnresasiannente thot Ree anil, 


nk par eet PS ng ee a I lS TS OM CS RS SS ce ES a 9 rye a cee dee} DY © a mee 


> 
g ‘ 
‘ 
im awe ‘anid Gres ety ctype Re A gn me tn et Pr, mr gee. myth AP ma SN A Et SS ARTS. re eee et i SA AEE, atts NT A, YR — oe te ee oe tee et ee DF mie + © nee ee Py eee 
3S -ae 
e « 
‘ot ee a ee re, ln a es es A oe Oe en ee tt — ST ee ee ee ee ee rt Re ED ne SS SOY POE HON Peet 
: e: 
i, wee ¢ os 


eee te wees ee oe 


ee j 
woe 


BLADEN COUNTY. 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 





Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 


ae —— 
OTRAS are ai eniacearaimmneenaiaa 






KEVIN DEQUAN BALOWIN 


8032 OLD FAYETTEVILLE RO 


Tdo hereby eautfy a. am a xpi nile aad as an an affiliate ‘of the emia ey tala 
GARLAND, NC 28447 


eg on this application, that all information represented is cotrect, and that] am entitled to vote in this election. 
G3 If I am an Unaffiliated voter voting in a primary election, I am voting in the Party Primary indicated: 
(DBM) (REP) or (LIB). If the party indicated is (UNA), I am voting a nonpartisan ballot, 








DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 


> 1 certify that] am making application for an absentee ballot, and that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
i; it was marked for me in my presence and according to my instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 
svaien Who ave at least 18 years of age and who are not disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee 


‘ “aR ie SS. Be 
tein : 
py #f Ni Sic 


BOARD APPROVAL: 
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lite ax eylind ai ae Aw: 
7 nwt * Sy ys ea a <3, 7 


= I certify that Tassisted the voter in ation or hae bellet: orien tohis wie: terete and/or! 








’ assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to completeand/or sign this 
* certification. 
‘ Z Name of Person Assisting Vater (if applicable) Address of Person Assisting Voter 
ae aes PS nae ey See a a> SESE ee Signature of Person Assisting Voter Dale 
ent 5 - f TiO SRR NES ASA Ba ees. Ne Rafe ns* LA, OF ARYAN : FIG 45 10 sym * pee 33 ee ve 

Ww fei Ss . ‘ TION e a8 fate Cen eg Af Bia * sou MESAae ; NESS iGA' 2 Shader! 

eae et es =e 5 . at Nos ianeet fi = ee iy fev oa is" ifcale’end: S CERT ae Ge sATIO} D . } 7g ” ‘ 
{ certify that Iara at Jeast 18 years saat am not disqualified by G.S. 163- iin of s ry 
226.3(a)(4) or G.S. 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the Ee 


zasting of his/her absentee bailot, and in presence, the voter marked the . . 
schesedbaiiot or causedit to be inarked i itp linrpenoenseacesadlien ts hdstinc I certify that I am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163- 





226.3(a)(4) or G.S. 163-2371) to assist this voter in marking or wiinessing the 
struction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. ie Of as tne Ga. a Pata 
f . 4 —s : the voter: 
Vitness #] Signature (Required) 
“FU pt 
Hitness #) Street Addresg (Required) Print Voter’s Name 
iF pee beth fex¢ AD ae Bast 
Viiness #1 City, State, Zip (Required) personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in my presence, marked 
: the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his or her presence according to his or 
her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 
K VAI LA X Ooo : me. 
Vitngss #2 Signa re fy fred) * Signatuce of Notary Public 
oh d= — Ze ft 
v we cd tie ed) A , 25 ss 
eb #2 Gi ity, 463 Zip Meare . My Commission Expires Sal 
( SoiNDRRIMAgY-O RUNOEE, sREQL QUEST: Pee es Fs ‘ANN DAE RE REQUEST: FOR SICKNESS/PHYSICAL bisABILNTY 


in the event that a Second ‘Sieey tot Runoff Blection) is eae’ with’ my Due ccadienel or expected illness or disability, Lrequest that this application bai a 
signature bdow, J request that an absentee application and ballot be issued to request for absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 
ime and mailed to me at the address given below. 77) FO! am eligible to participate. 


x 
Signature of Yoter (if applicable) Signahire of Voter {if ayplicable) 
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ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 
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Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 





EVIN DESHAWN N BALDWIN 
8032 OLD FAYETTEVILLE RD 
GARLAND, NC 28441 
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= If i am an Unaffiliated voter voting in a primary election, I am voting in the Party Primary indicated, 
= (DEM) (REP) or (LS). Ifthe party indicated is (UNA), lam voting a nonpartisan ballot. 


3, Icertify that Iam making epplication for an absentee ballot, and that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
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aaa AP P eves 5 assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to complete and/or sign this 
certification. 
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slosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his/her presence according to his/her 
(ruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 
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I certify that 1 am at least 18 years of ngc and am not disqualified by G.S. 163- 
226.3(2)(4) or G.S. 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of hishher absentee ballot. On the day of 
,20 , the voter: 





Print Voter's Name 


personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in my presence, marked 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in eee to his or 
her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate, 


Xx 


Signature of Notary Public 


My Commission Expires Seot 
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Nov. 14, 2016 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
Elizabethtown, NC 


To whom it may concern, 


|, Ken Register, Jr. Candidate for Bladen County District 3 County Commissioner request from the Bladen 
County Board of Elections that a Hand to Eye vote count by completed on the recent election due to the 
very problematic tallying of the votes. 


Several glitches were encountered during early voting as well as several poll errors at separate poll 
jocations on the day of the election. | was present and witnessed the soft ware and memory stick 


incident at the BC library on the day the memory stick was switched. 


it is not my intention of accusing any individual of wrong doing or ill intent but it is simply in the best 
interest of all Biaden County tax payers and elected position candidates to have an accurate and factual 
count of votes. {t is my opinion, that due to a glitch of any capacity during an important election as 
such, it is imperative to ensure accuracy. 


Kear SY] Kear ste“ sre 


f 
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THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF BLADEN 


Protest Hearing By Bladen 

County Board of Elections; 

Kenneth M. Register, Protestor 
District 3 PRELIMINARY HEARING 


ORDER 


This matter coming on to be heard by upon the filing of election protest pursuant to 
NCGS 163-182.9 (c) . Said protest was filed at Board of Elections with proper notice at on 
November 22, 2016, A hearing was held at the Board of Elections at 3:00 o’clock on 
November 29, 2016. 


Present were board members, Chairman Bobby Ray Ludlum, Member A] Daniels, 
Member Brian Hehl, and the undersigned attorney for Bladen County Board of Elections. 


Chairman Bobby Ludlum opened the meeting and read and put into record NCGS 163- 
182.10 (a) (1) and then turned the meeting over to the county attorney for further explanation. 
Said attorney informed the board that the petition substantially complied with NCGS 163-182.9 
and the petition was filed on time and properly before the board. 


The chairman then gave Mr. Kenneth Register an opportunity to be heard. Mr. Kenneth 
Register informed the board that he was present and witnessed software glitches as well as a 
memory stick being switched out during early voting and election day. He also further informed 
the board that there were absentee ballots forged as alleged in his complaint. (Copy attached 
and incorporated by reference.) 


The board reported and stated all votes were properly counted and that no software 
glitches or memory stick issues prevented any vote from being properly counted. All absentee 
ballots were turned over to the state and are in their possession and not under control of Bladen 
County Board of Elections. 


After further discussion, member A] Daniels made a motion to find Probable Cause and 
have a hearing on the matter. There was no second to the motion. Member Brian Hehl made a 
motion to dismiss the complaint pursuant to NCGS 163-182.10 (a) (1) as the protest did not 
establish Probable Cause to believe that a viojation of election law or irregularity or 
misconduct had occurred. His motion was seconded by Chairman Bobby Ludlum. 


(079 


Vote was Ludlum and Hehl to dismiss the petition. Daniels voted no. 


Said petition was dismissed. 


This the 29th _ day of November, 2016. 


SIGNED NUNC PRO TUNC, This the 
_____ day of December, 2016. 


Bobby Ray Ludlum 
Chairman 
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120% Third Avenue } +1.206.259.3000 
Suite 4900 # + 7.206.359.9000 
Seattle, WA 98101-3099 PerkinsCoie.com 





Kevin J, Hamilton 
December 2, 2016 KHamilton@perkinscoie.com 


D. +1.206.359.8741 
F. +1.206.359.9741 
VIA EMAIL TRANSMISSION 


A. Grant Whitney, Jr., Chairman 
Rhonda K. Amoroso, Secretary 

James Baker, Member 

Maja Kricker, Member 

Joshua D. Malcolm, Member: 

North Carolina State Board of Elections 
441 North Harrington St, 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 


elections.sboe@ncsbe.gov 
Re: In re Protest of Election by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. 
Dear Members of the North Carolina State Board of Elections: 


I write on behalf of Roy Cooper and the North Carolina Democratic Party. The. purpose of 
this letter is to request that the Board take no action with regard to the Election Protest filed 
by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. that would disenfranchise voters who committed no election 
law violation, and to count their votes, at least with regard to elections that are not implicated 
in Mr. Dowless’s Protest. 


Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals assisting voters, rather than the voters 
themselves, wrote the name of write-in candidate “Franklin Graham” on “hundreds” of 
ballots. See Protest § 6. The protest appears to be alleging a violation of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
163-226.3(a)(1), which makes it a felony “[fJor any person except the voter’s near relative or 
the voter’s verifiable legal guardian to assist the voter to vote an absentee ballot when the 
voter is voting an absentee ballot other than under the procedure described in G.S. 163-227.2; 
provided that if there is not a near relative or legal guardian available to assist the voter, the 
voter may request some other person to give assistance.””! 


! To the extent Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals served as a witness for multiple 
absentee ballots, that is not a violation of law; and it certainly is not a violation of law by the voter, 
who would have no reason to know how many envelopes a particular individual has signed as a 
witness. 
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Bladen County Board of Elections 
November 17, 2016 
Page 2 


We do not know what evidence the Board will hear during its hearing to consider this protest. 
If the Board determines that N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1) was violated, but that the 
voters themselves did intend to vote in the manner indicated on their ballots, then we would 
respectfully submit that those ballots should be counted. 


North Carolina law is clear that voter’s choices are to be determined and respected. N.C. 
Gen. Stat. § 163-182.1(a). “No official ballot shall be rejected because of technical errors in 
marking it, unless it is impossible to clearly determine the voter's choice.” Jd. § 163- 
182(a)(2). Improper assistance may be a crime on the part of the assister, but it is certainly 
not a crime committed by the voter, much less a reason to disregard his or her ballot. See id. 
§ 163-226.3(a)(1). 


Even if the Board determines that certain write-in votes were not, in fact, the choice of the 
voter, North Carolina law still compels the counting of other votes on the ballot so long as 
those votes reflect the voter’s choice. “If it is impossible to clearly determine a voter's choice 
in a ballot item, the official ballot shall not be counted for that ballot item, but shall be 
counted in all other ballot items in which the voter's choice can be clearly determined.” Jd. § 
163-182.1(a)(3). 


Finally, the only election specifically protested by Mr. Dowless was “November 8, 2016, 
Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.” Protest § 4. While Mr. 
Dowless does make a general reference to “all other candidates on the ballot in this 
November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen County,” id., the removal of any ballots 
implicated would not “cast doubt on the results of’ most of those elections. N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
163-182.10(d)(2)c. It would be contrary to the letter and spirit of North Carolina law, and 
contrary to the Board’s order of November 28, 2016, ordering the dismissal of protests that 
do not allege sufficient numerical issues to cast doubt on the results of an election, to refuse 
to give effect to voters’ intent in elections that are not cast in doubt. Thus, the Board should 
count voters’ choices in the gubernatorial election, and in all other elections that are neither 
affected by the write-in vote nor close enough to be affected by the potential removal of these. 
votes. 


Thank you for your consideration. 


Very truly yours, 
* 





Kevin J . Hamilton 
Attorney for Cooper for North Carolina and the North Carolina Democratic Party 
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12/14/2018 Audio Transcription 


( . Page 1 


AUDIO TRANSCRIPTION 
FULL RAW INTERVIEW: 
Mark Harris speaks exclusively to Nick Ochsner 
about NC9 investigation 
http: //www.wbtv.com/2018/12/14/exclusive-mark-harris-addresses 
-voter-fraud-allegations-race-th-congressional-district/ 


December 14, 2018 


DIGITAL EVIDENCE GROUP 
1730 M Street, NW, Suite 812 
Washington, D.C. 20036 


(202) 232-0646 


www. DigitalEvidenceGroup.com Digital Evidence Group C'rt 2019 202-232-0646 


12/14/2018 


www. DigitalEvidenceGroup.com 


(Recording begins) 

MR. OCHSNER: I'll start with the 
Washington Post story from last night that has 
reported that you personally hired McCrae: Dowless 
to come work for your campaign. Did you do that? 

MR. HARRIS: I did. And readily it goes 
back to understanding the race of 2016. You 
recall, Nick, that in 2016, they had redrawn the 
districts in North Carolina, and] felt led to step 
into the race for the U.S. House:in the newly-drawn 
Ninth District. And we went through that race. It 
was three people. There was Robert Pittenger, it 
was myself, and there was Todd Johnson. And at the 
end of that 2016 race, you know, I would see that | 
lost. I mean, I got beat. Johnson beat me 
significantly in that county, and with absentee 
ballots. And I remember looking at that and going, 
"Wow, that's unusual.” 

And it was just probably a couple weeks 
after all of that that I got a call and was talking 
with Judge Marion Warren, who used to be a Superior 


Court Judge in that area, 1s now the Administrator 


of the courts here in North Carolina. And he had 
become a good friend through the years. And he 
said, you know, "Man, I would have given anything 
if ] could have introduced you to McCrae: Dowless 
before Todd Johnson got to know him.” And] said, 
"Well, who's McCrae Dowless?" And he told me that 
McCrae was a guy from Bladen County. He was a good. 
old boy that. knew Bladen County politics, that he, 
you know, did things right, and that he knew 
election law as better -- better than just about 
anybody he knew of. 

And he said, you know, "I really wish 
that I could connect you with him." And he said, 
"If, in the future, you decide to run for this seat 
again," he said, "I hope you'll reach out to me," 
and he said, "I'll be more than happy to set up a 
meeting, and I'll even take you down there 
personally and inwoduce you to some of the key 
leaders there." And that's what we did. 

MR. OCHSNER: So what do you think McCrae 
Dowless did for your campaign in 2018? 

MR. HARRIS: In 2018, McCrae Dowless 


Page 3 


PP OODLE ORDER Pec hi ne ante te nt Nt teem IND ape tS Bah Rta Ma DDD LDR STR ba tb D BABE ERA OR BLADDER IRL EEE LEONE mn ae RG ECL BN De ND BIL EIINPE ELIA DORLEE BILL ELE EDN OLE OPS ROM ER tte ORR Atte DY 





ORAM RN Dabble ehh hae pale he APD ARE BD pa pLDN ADS RAAERNADNEE RDA SL tb Din A Add ied DD MEN ED EAR ARAB RARE PRRADAADAR ROARED RAEI LAER RRA Het PORTA mR ny ml erm ba rele rth Peni the Bagh beh ah nt eh ABA Dred ne REDE RMA BP REPT RAPS Ne DAS, 


O94 peeveuPevesccses tal 


Digital Evidence Group C'rt 2019 


Audio Transcription 


shared with me that there was an absentee ballot 
program and a Get Out the Vote program that he did. 
And he explained to me because I wanted to. 
understand what that meant. And it was the same 
thing I assumed he had done to have the success 
that he had in the past, and that was a two-stage 
program. 

Stage one is the absentee ballot 
application, or absentee ballot request form. And 
he said that he hired individuals that worked for 
him that went out and canvassed door to door, 
trying to encourage people to be involved and were 
they willing to fill out an absentee ballot request 
form. And they would fill out the absentee ballot 
request form, and they would take it and then would 
return it to the Board of Elections. And that was 
what he was doing in phase one. 

Phase two was the absentee ballot part. 
And so once an individual had turned in the 
absentee ballot, it was explained to me that they 
would -- Board of Elections would mail an absentee 
ballot to that address. And then he would have two 


oe errr rrr errr rrr rrr re rrr rr rrr rer rrr rrnren irre er errr rer errr rrr rrrrrrry 


people that would go and follow up on those 


absentee ballot-requests once the ballot got there, 


and their job was basically to knock on the door, 
to follow up with those people, and offer their 


services to -- if they need any assistance with 


their ballot. 

And the ballots, as I understood it, 
required two witnesses, if it was just being 
witnessed, or the signature of one notary. And 
they would offer to do that, and then they would 


tell people, in that process, that -- you know, 


they urged them to get their ballot in the mail 


that day. And I remember him saying specifically 
that they were not to take.a ballot. They were not 
to touch a ballot. 

In fact, he used the illustration that I 
still recall that, "I don't care if it's a 
95-year-old woman in a wheelchair or a walker. You 
cannot take her ballot. You can walk her to the 
mailbox and put the ballot in the mailbox and raise 
the flag, but you don't take the ballot.” 


So that was my understanding of what the 
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absentee ballot program was that he was doing in 
2018. So then, of course, there were other things 
that he was doing. He got us in parades that we 
were involved in the Peanut Festival down there. 
We were involved in a fall festival called Beast 
Fest down in Bladenboro that he lined us up. He 
got me opportunities to speak down there at those 
kind of social settings. He puts signs in yards 

all over Bladen County and, you know, just built 
crowds for events and things when we would be down 
there. 

MR. OCHSNER: At any time did you have 
any indication that McCrae Dowless was doing 
something that might be illegal? 

MR. HARRIS: No, absolutely not. 

MR. OCHSNER: And had you had that, would 
you still have continued to employ him? 

MR. HARRIS: No, I would not have. 
Again, we kept emphasizing again and again that 
when he was describing the ballot to us -- and, in 
fact, when you get down to his description of the 


program, he was being vouched for by a number of 


other leaders down there. When I was introduced to 
him in the initial meeting, first time that I had 

met him in the meeting that Judge Warren was able 
to set up for us, there was a County Commissioner 
there by the name of Ray Britt, there was a 
businessman there by the name of Pat Melvin, there 
was a GOP Chairman there by the name of Walter 
McDuffie, and there was McCrae Dowless and others. 
And since that time, I'd spoken with Judge Scott 
Ussery down there. I, of course, had seen the 
sheriff was involved and used McCrae in his work, 
as well. So, ] mean, I had no reason to think that 
what he was doing was illegal. 

MR. OCHSNER: Sure. Of course, this has 
now all led the State Board of Elections to not 
certify your race. 

MR. HARRIS: Yes. 

MR. OCHSNER: Did that catch you by 
Surprise? 

MR. HARRIS: Oh, absolutely it caught us 
by surprise. I mean, Nick, there's a reason that 
we have processes, and there's a reason that I got 
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into this political arena, because I believe in 

this country. I believe in our Constitution. | 
believe in our processes we use. And we know 
there's a reason that we vote on Election Day, and 
then if you lose an election, then you concede that 
evening or the next. day. And then time passes, 
about ten days, before they count provisional 
ballots and count absentee ballots that come in 
after Election Day. 

Then there's another period of waiting 
when the County Boards actually meet and certify 
these races and go through their process, and then 
there's another waiting period of another week 
before the Board of Elections meets to carry out 
their ministerial duty of making sure all the 
numbers came in and certified those races. 

And there's a reason forall of those 
gaps, and the reason is that if anybody has seen 
anything to cause question, if anybody has seen 
anything to bring about concern or allegation, 
those are the times to make those protests. Those 


are the times.to clearly say, wait a minute, time 


retiree rr re it trittieetet i ree ri ii risteer titi ttt ti iii ticis ite e 


out, something's wrong here, and bring it to light. 

And we went through every one of those 
periods, and nothing, to my knowledge, was ever 
said, ever reported, ever lodged, formally or 
informally, to my knowledge, until we got.to the 
Tuesday of the Board of Elections. 

And, in fact, if you'd gone on the 
website, I'm told at 9:40 that morning that my name 
and District 9 was in the list of races to be 
certified that day. And then Vice Chairman Josh 
Malcolm, who since then has been promoted to 
Chairman, made the motion in that meeting to say 
that he wanted to pull the Ninth District race due 
to -- I think he called it unfortunate activities 
in his part of the state. And that was the first 
we had heard of anything, and that was extremely, 
extremely frustrating. I was in Washington at new 
member orientation at the second and final week 
when that came down. 

MR. OCHSNER: It's got to be -- I'll call 
it interesting. It's got to be interesting for you 


to be in this limbo where you think you've won an 
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election, but you: may very well not be seated when 
Congress starts in January. Are you prepared for 
that to happen? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, it's not only 
interesting, as you put it; it's frustrating. It's 
frustrating for us because there's so many things 
that we need to be doing in this transition period 
to get ready. It's very frustrating because I've 
been elected to serve the Ninth District, and I 
don't feel like the Ninth District is getting 
served. 

For instance, we had -- we're. looking to 
establish our district offices, where they were 
going to be located. And until we get. 
certification, that's put on hold because the House 
Administration Committee doesn't want to sign a 
lease on where the offices will be, so it's very 
frustrating. You know, getting committee 
assignments for where I can serve that would best 
serve the people of the Ninth District, that's 
being put on hold right now. 

So there's a lot of people being hurt. 


There's a lot of frustration, obviously, that I 

feel in what we're going through right now. But, 
you know, we're trying to cooperate. We're trying 
to do everything we can to help people get the 
material and the answers they're looking for, and 
that's where we find ourselves. 

MR. OCHSNER: Of course, now your own 
party, the state Republican Party, has come out and 
said, we think there likely needs to be a new 
election in the Ninth Congressional District. What 
would you say about that? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, you know, I don't know 
all the ins and outs of that, and I would 
understand that may be slightly differently than 
how you worded it, that there likely needs to be. 

I think they're stating that if there is going to 

be a call for a new election, that. there's evidence 

to prove that somehow the outcome of this election 
would have been changed seems to be the message 
that I've heard. 

They've written into this bill that there 


needs to be a primary and a general election. I'm 
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not sure the thinking in that. But again you'll 
have to ask the legislators what their thoughts are 
there. 

MR. OCHSNER: Do you -- 

MR. HARRIS: But again I think it's 
frustrating. 

MR. OCHSNER: Do you feel under attack. 
from your own party in some ways? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, I certainly don't feel 
the circling of the wagons around Harris the way I 
see the Democrats circling the wagons around 
McCready. 

MR. OCHSNER: Yeah. of course: Just this: 
afternoon, the Republican Party Chairman in Robeson 
County in the Ninth District, part of the center of 
this investigation -- 

MR. HARRIS: Sure. 

MR.OCHSNER: -- they just issued a 
statement this afternoon calling on you to break 
your silence and kind of criticizing you for not 
having spoken out previously. Are you. comfortable 


with your decision to have remained silent until 
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this point? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, I am, and on a number 
of different fronts. As I mentioned earlier, 
people have got to think about the timing of all of 
this, if they'll just stop for a moment and think. 
This blindsided us when we were in Washington on 
Tuesday, November 27th. If you go back and look at 
the motion, the motion said that we're going to 
maintain jurisdiction at least until Friday, which 
would have been three days later. So again nobody 
really knew what to do at that point, thinking that 
whatever the issues were that were being raised 
perhaps would be resolved by Friday. We had no 
reason to think otherwise, and so we went through 
that holding pattern. 

I flew back at the end of orientation, 
got back into town here on Saturday. I had 
responsibilities on Sunday and Monday to actually 
do ten sheriff swearing-ins down in the eastern 
part of the state, in Robeson County and Bladen 
County. They had their sheriff swearing-in that 


day. And it was Monday afternoon on December -- 
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what would that be? The 3rd was the very first 


communication we received from the Board of 


Elections. We have sent letters from the Tuesday 


when they stopped until Friday, letters were sent 
from our attorneys twice, on two different days, 
asking why are you holding this up, please tell us 
what the accusations are, please help us know 
something, and we were told nothing. 

And on Monday the 3rd is when we received 
the subpoena. And at that point, it was the first 
time I had actually even had a conversation with 
our attorneys on the phone that night, driving back 
from Bladen, and we set up a meeting and 
opportunity to meet with them on Wednesday was the 
first chance that they had for us to communicate. 

So I realize in the media world, you 
know, two, three days is a lifetime, but to process 
it, you know, two or three days is two or three 
days. And so we've had to try to get everything 
together that has been asked of us to get together 
before I wanted.to come out and speak. 


And so, yes, I'm comfortable that we've 


tried to do this right. I'm comfortable to say 
that there is an investigation that's going on, and 
we want that to be a full -- I put a statement out 
last Friday, you might have seen, and that 
statement said that we looked forward to a 
transparent, complete, and fair investigation, and 
on both sides. And I think that's important to 
note, that this investigation has got to look on 
both sides here to discover just what may be 
happening. 

MR. OCHSNER: What led you to decide to 
sit down and speak on camera now? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, I just felt like it 
was important. I felt like -- I've been wanting to 
get out here up to now every day because, you know, 
as I told you how! met McCrae Dowless is something 
I wanted people to understand and know and what led 
me to hire him. And -- but I felt like that the 
time needed to pass, we needed to make sure that 
everything was done decently and in order, and we 
felt like today was the right. day to have this 


conversation. 
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MR. OCHSNER: When the facts come out, do 
you believe that your campaign will be exonerated. 
of any wrongdoing? 

MR. HARRIS: I hope so. I mean, I don't 
know. I mean, it is an investigation. I know what 
I was told, and I know the absentee ballot program 
that we entered into and the services with the Get 
Out the Vote that we entered into, and my hope is 
that McCrae hasn't done anything wrong. I don't 
know that. I'm waiting for the investigators to 
make that clear, and that's all we can do. 

MR. OCHSNER: Mm-hmm. At the end of the 
day, if someone does find that McCrae or someone 


associated with your campaign did something wrong, 


are you prepared to accept whatever consequence 


that might come with it? 

MR. HARRIS: Oh, I believe that anybody 
who has broken the law needs to be held accountable 
for it, and I've said that clearly, as well. 

MR. OCHSNER: Sure. So what are you 
doing now? Are you preparing for a new election 


now? 
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MR. HARRIS: Well, you know, again, 
that's a great question. I'm trying to figure out 
-- quite frankly, our time is pretty occupied with 
Christmas events and Christmas parties with 
Republican events around the state-and other 
locations, sO we're, you know, going to be part of 
those. 

We are still maintaining -- we had put on 
the guy that we were going to have as our Chief of 
Staff in Washington, and so I'm in contact with him 
daily, although we've slowed down our hiring of 
staffright now, which again is another way that I 
feel like the district's being hurt because there 
was a great pool of talent after this last election 
that basically found themselves out of work. and we 
were having an opportunity to bring some of that 
best talent in to work for our Ninth District, and. 
some of those opportunities are being lost by this 
delay. 

So again, we feel like we won this race 
by 905 votes. I do think that it's possible that 


the Board of Elections can continue to investigate, 
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1 but if they can come to a numeric answer if it -- | 
2 what they're looking at, would it have changed the 
3 outcome of the election. They can still certify, | 
4 continue the investigation. And again, if a crime : 
5 has been committed, then the individuals need to be 
6 held accountable for that. 
7 MR. OCHSNER: Do you think there will be 
a new election or do you think you will end up 
9 being seated as the Congressman from the Ninth | 
10 District? | 
it MR. HARRIS: I am hopeful. I am hopeful 
12 that the investigation that's being done by the | 
is Board currently will ultimately produce a report 
14 that will make it clear that the outcome would not 
15 have been changed and that they'll choose to go | 
16 ahead and certify, and I believe if we're certified | 
17 that I'll be seated. ! 
18 (Recording ends) 
19 Ok ok Ok Ok | 
20 | 
21 
22 | 
| 
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(Recording begins) 

RECORDING: Congratulations. You've just 
been handed a huge new opportunity. Bravo. With 
it. comes the need for new skills, skills you'll 
need to master in short order. Every year, Harvard 
Business School Executive Education helps 
executives like you develop the hard and soft 
skills it takes to succeed in newroles. This is 
your chance. Go. Start by going to hbs.me/go. 
That's hbs.me/go. 

MR. GARRISON: 7:35, WBT's moming news. 
I'm Mark Garrison in for Bo. Glad you're up with 
us on this Friday after Christmas. And the top 
story on this moming is more chaos in the Ninth 
Congressional race, which is still unsettled. As 


you know, Republican Mark Harris won the race, 


beating Democrat Dan McCready by about 900 votes,. 


but the election is still up in the air because the 
State Board of Elections would not certify the 
results because of allegations of fraud in Bladen 
County. Well, yesterday, the State Court of 
Appeals weighed in and said that as of noon today, 


the State Board of Elections has to go out of 
business and a new board will have to be appointed 
by the Governor. 

Well, Mark Harris is in the studio with 
us this morning. Thank you for coming in on this 
rainy Friday. 

MR. HARRIS: Mark, it's always glad -- 
good to see you, my friend. 


MR. GARRISON: Good to see you. And what 


do you make of this? I guess this took you by 
surprise yesterday. 

MR. HARRIS: Well, it did take us by 
surprise. In fact, we were actually meeting with a 
group for a prayer meeting, interestingly enough, 
last night, and we were just arriving when suddenly 
I got this text from a reporter, who asked if we 
had any comment on the ruling that had just come 
down. And I thought, what ruling? And so they had 
included an article, and so I clicked on it, and it 
was the first we had seen of this. This had 
happened I guess just literally minutes earlier for 


this ruling to come down. 
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I think everybody's still trying to sort 
through it. It was very clear in the court ruling. 

It was a three-judge panel, which I find 
fascinating, two Democrats and one Republican, so 
it was heavily democratic. It was a 3-0 decision. 
And basically they went back in this ruling to 
October, when they were first formed, and began to 
-- when the Board of Elections, as it was set up 
currently, was considered unconstitutional, and 
they began to move through the process, and they 
kept this Board of Elections specifically in place 

to get through the 2018 elections. And 

December 3rd is when they were to go away. 

Well, when this came up November 27th, 
surprising everybody and blindsiding everybody, 
that they were going to maintain jurisdiction over 
the Ninth District and not certify the race, this 
court was then faced with having to extend, and 
they extended. And as you read the report and get 
all the way down to the bottom, they make the point 
that they have extended four times the date. 

And finally they just said they had no 
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reason to believe that this Board of Elections, who 
had ignored everything they had said up to this 
point, would even do what they said they were going 
to do on January 11th, and so therefore they were 
taking the strong stand that their motion that this 
board would cease to end at noon today would take 
place. 

MR. GARRISON: So the question becomes, 
okay, in order for you to take office, this 
election has to be certified in the -- 

MR. HARRIS: Correct. 

MR. GARRISON: -- state of North 
Carolina. If there's no Board of Elections to 
certify it, if they don't certify it between now 
and noon, which | assume is not likely, then what 
happens? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, our approach this 
morning is to follow what protocol is. and we are 
going to reach out to the Board of Elections with 
the very language of this court order and ask them 
and make an appeal to them to hold an emergency 


meeting and to certify this race before they go 
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away at noon. Again, that would be protocol. That 
would be following the proper channels. 

All through this we have tried to 
cooperate In every way we could, in every way we 
can, and are cooperating to this day. And I've 


said all along that I believe in the process, We 


want to follow'the process, and we want to get to 


where we need to be. We do believe that we won 
this election. We believe that we should be 
certified, and we continue to maintain that. 

And the Board of Elections has continued 
to operate in less than transparent ways, and they 
have not given any evidence thus far, clearly, as 
to why or if the numbers of ballots in question 
would overturn an election victory of 905 votes. 
And by statute, that's really the role of the Board 
of Elections is to count votes, is to make sure 
that votes are being canvassed. 

And that's what's interesting about this 
whole case, Mark. There's deadlines and there's 
reasons for them. There's areason that -- on 
Election Day that a candidate who has lost concedes 
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and Dan McCready didn't file a single protest. 
There wasn't a single complaint that he filed. In 
fact, he conceded not once, but by Twitter he 
conceded twice after the provisional ballots went 
out. 

MR. GARRISON: Well, so what will happen 
here? I guess we don't really know. If this Board 
dissolves at noon today and there's no decision, I 
think I read you're going to go to federal court 
and try to ask the Court to certify this or order 
it certified somehow? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, I think that, you 
know, we've got to find relief. We've got to find 
aremedy. And the remedy to your point that I 
think everybody is trying to figure out is, when 
this Board of Election is dissolved at noon by the 
action of the legislature yesterday to override the 
Governor's veto of the bill that they had -- this 
elections bill, which calls for January 31st to be 
the new appointment of a new Board of Elections -- 

MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR. HARRIS: -- we're about to go through 
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at the end of the night, or in our case the next. 
day because it was a close race. There's a reason 
that there's then a waiting period before you count 
the provisional ballots and the absentee ballots 
that have come in late. 

MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR. HARRIS: Then there's a reason that 
there's another waiting period before you get to. 


the county canvass, because again the counties have 


to make sure all the precincts have reported, 
everything's been done decently in order, and then. 
there's a reason that there's another week that 
passes before the State Board of Election meets to 
do what the statute calls their ministerial duty, 
and that is to certify the races and what the 
counties have done. 

The reason for those gaps in time are 
that, if there's any irregularities, if there's any 
protest, if there's any complaints that people 
would make about what they've seen, that is to be 
done during those periods. And so the very action 
of the Board of Elections to wait until the 27th -- 
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it appears 34 days without a Board of Elections. 

MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR. HARRIS: Using the language of the 
Court yesterday to disenfranchise 280,000-plus 
voters in the Ninth District, and for the Ninth 
District to not have representation over the course 
of the next month, waiting for a Board of Elections 
to even be appointed, and then these folks coming 
in with no knowledge or understanding of any of 
this that we've already been through is just -- 
it's unacceptable. And I think that the actions of 
this State Elections Board has. finally caught up, 
and you've got a Court that says this is not right. 

So yes, we -- there's got to be relief 
found, whether that's through state court, federal 
court or wherever. Something's going to have to 
give here. 

MR. GARRISON: All right. We will 
continue this conversation here in just a couple 
minutes. First, check the headlines. Here's Jeff. 

It's. 11 minutes in front of eight 
o'clock, WBT's morning news. I'm Mark Garrison. 
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We will continue now our conversation with 
Republican Mark Harris, who won the Ninth District 
Congressional Race over Dan McCready, but he hasn't 
been certified as the winner. The Board that is 


supposed to certify him has now been ordered to go 


out of business as of noon today. We were chatting 


about that earlier. 

But let's get down then to what has sort 
of bogged down this whole contest, Mark. The Board 
of Elections voted not to certify you, and there 
were Republicans on the board, too, who went along 
with this and said there's just too much -- well, I 
mean, what we've leamed is, at the time, they 
didn't say why they weren't certifying it, but 
we've come to learn that there's just allegations 
of fraud in Bladen County and a ton of reporting 
about this guy, McCrae Dowless, that you hired to 
work on absentee ballots. How did you get hooked 
up with him? 

MR. HARRIS: Well, that's interesting, 
Mark, because in 2016, I ran in the primary, as you 


recall. 


MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR. HARRIS: And I lost by 134 votes. 

MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR. HARRIS: And actually, election 
night, I'd lost by 143, and so we were looking at 
having a recount. We went into the recount at that 
particular time, and so one of the things that 
stood out to us is I got beat in Bladen County 
pretty solidly that spring -- or that summer in. 
that special election by absentee ballots, and Todd 
Johnson won Bladen County. 

MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR. HARRIS: And so I began to -- in 
fact, | asked my attorney that was helping us in 
that process, is there an outlier here? Because it 
was pretty substantial. I mean, there were 226 
absentee ballots, and Todd Johnson had gotten 221. 

MR. GARRISON: He got about all of them. 

MR. HARRIS: And] got four and Pittenger 
got one. 

MR. GARRISON: Yeah. Yeah. 

MR. HARRIS: And so -- but the response I 
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got back from the attorney, who by the way had been 
onthe State Board of Elections, said there really 
is no need to protest. He said there's no sign or 
any sense that there's been any wrongdoing here. 
So two weeks after that, I got a call from a friend 
of mine, Marion Warren, who had been a Superior 
Court Judge in -- down in the eastern part of the 
state, now Chief Administrator over the courts, and 
we were talking in the conversation, and he said, 
"Mark," he said, "I'd have given anything if]'d 
had the opportunity to connect you with McCrae 
Dowless before Todd Johnson got hooked up with 
him." I said, "Well, tell me, who is this McCrae 
Dowless?" 

MR. GARRISON: So the -- yeah, the short 
and -- the long and the short of it was he's sort 
of this Houdini who knew how'to work absentee 
ballots, and he would go door to door and get 
people to agree to an absentee ballot, right? 

MIR. HARRIS: Right. And what I -- what 
Marion told me, he said, "Look," he said, "this 


guy, he does things right." He said, "He knows 
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what he's. doing." And he said, "If you ever decide 
to run again for this office, give me a call and 
I'll be more than willing to take you down to 
Bladen County and introduce you to some of the key 
people, including this guy." 

Well, so that was June, June of 2016. So 
fast forward to spring of 2017, I'm trying to make 
some decisions. Beth and I had decided early in 
the year that if we did this, that I was going to 
resign from First Baptist | 

MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR.HARRIS: — Church in Charlotte. We 
announced that in early July. So we got into that. 
A date was set. I went down to Bladen County. | 
met with a group of people. In there was -- not 
only had Marion Warren given me this word, another 
judge had helped organize the meeting. I met Ray 
Britt, who was a County Commissioner, Chairman of 
County Commission, who was at that meeting. Walter 
McDuffie, a fine businessman, Chairman of the GOP, 
was there. I introduced myself to them. Pat. 


Melvin, another businessman, was there. The 
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sheriff was coming. He had gotten tied up in a 


funeral up in Raeford, but he was on his way, so -- 
MR. GARRISON: So was Dowless at that 
meeting, too? 
MR. HARRIS: Yes. And McCrae Dowless was 
there. And! described to them who I was, told 
them what was doing, knew that I had run before. 
They talked about the changing politics of Bladen 
County. And Bladen County politics had. changed a 
lot. I mean, they had gone fiom one Democrat -- 
I'm sorry, one Republican County Commissioner prior 
to the 2016 elections to electing three more, and 
one more was changing over. So they had a majority 
on their County Commission Board of Republicans. 
MR. GARRISON: The thing I'm curious 
about here 1s why the emphasis on absentee ballots 
here? Typically, you think of an absentee ballot 
as something that's used for somebody who's sick 
and can't go vote or they're going to be on 
vacation and can't go vote. Are we dealing with a 
blue-collar county where a lot of people just 


wouldn't vote unless somebody knocked on the door 


and made it easy for them? Is that kind of the 
strategy? 

MR. HARRIS: That's a part of the 
strategy. And the other part of it is just the 
relationships. I mean, when I asked -- I said, "So 
tell me what this program is that you do." And it 
was explained to me that it was about, just as you 
said, going door to door, canvassing, getting 
people to do an absentee ballot request form and 
getting them to get engaged init. And then, when 
the absentee ballot is actually mailed, it's 
actually going back and following up -- 

MIR. GARRISON: To make sure they mail it. 

MR. HARRIS: Well, going and offering to 
witness it and -- because you've got to have two 
witnesses -- 

MR. GARRISON: Two witnesses on an 
absentee. -- 

MR. HARRIS: -- or you have to have a 
notary. right, and to urge them. And he emphasized 
to me, Mark, that they were not to pick up a 


ballot. In fact,:he said, "I don't care if it's a 
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95-year-old woman on a walker or in a wheelchair. 
You cannot take her ballot. You can walk her to 
the mailbox and let her put it in and raise the 

flag, but you don't take her ballot,” and that was. 
emphasized. 

MR. GARRISON: So what do you make now of 
all the reporting that we've got of affidavits of 
people who say, yeah, he came and took my ballot? 
Some say he marked it for them. Some say their 
ballot was taken and disappeared. Do you believe 
those affidavits? 

MR. HARRIS: Listen, I'm seeing the same 
thing that you are. I'm seeing these things come 
through. I do think that there are some affidavits 
that are very weak. | think we've already seen one 
of the initial ones that came out in that very 
first week has already had to be updated and 
changed, if you will, about what happened to this 


person's ballot. I think you're going to see some 


interesting things as those affidavits. continue to 
be examined. 
MR. GARRISON: Do you think Dowless was 
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playing dirty? I mean, do you think he was 
dishonest? 

MR. HARRIS: I have no idea. | really -- 
I hope not. I mean, what enraged me, to be honest, 
Mark, is when I went back and looked at the 
document drop the Wednesday night before Christmas, 
the State Board of Elections put out this 
information about what had happened in the 2016 
election. What frustrated the daylights out of me 
1s, as I read through all of the things that they 
found then and that that material had been sat on 
through 2017, all of this could have been avoided. 
I could have not walked in to hire somebody if they 
did do illegal activity without knowing it. ] 
wouldn't have been in that situation had people 
done what they should have been doing. 

MR. GARRISON: I think that is the core 
issue, at least to me, that the Board of Elections 
has known for at least two years that there are 
questions about McCrae Dowless and his operation. 

MR. HARRIS: And a lot of people down 


there. 
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MR. GARRISON: Yeah. 

MR. HARRIS: This Bladen Improvement PAC, 
as well. 

MR. GARRISON: And ¢$0 -- 

MR. HARRIS: That's right. 

MR. GARRISON: And so I've talked to some 
Republicans, In fact, 1 want to play you a sound 
bite. This is Carter Wrenn. You know who he ts. 
He's a long-time Republican strategist, and he kind 
of echoes what a number of Republicans are saying 
about you at this point. 

MR. WRENN: Did Harris -- was he naive 
and didn't realize what was going on? Was he 
guilty of bad judgment or was he involved in 
wrongdoing? 

MR. GARRISON: And that's the -- yeah, 

did you know? Did you suspect? Did anybody-go, 
hey, you've got to watch out for this Dowless 
McCrae guy, or did you just trust him? 

MR. HARRIS: Listen, I hired McCrae. 

Dowless because of two things. One, he had proven 


success because he beat me in 2016. 


MR. GARRISON: Right. 

MR. HARRIS: And there was no indication 
or sign. If I thought he had done something 
illegal in 2016, I would have protested. I mean, 
why in the world would I have waited to run and put 
my life through all of this two years later? I 
would have protested. So he had beaten me was 
number one. And number two, the elected officials 
that were vouching for him and were telling me that 
-- what an incredible impact he had had in helping 
their county make the changes. 

And again | go back to the State Board of 
Elections. Not only did they know this material, 
but to sit on it, it raises a really, really 
important question to me. Number one, did nobody 
take action? Did the DA not take action? Did the 
Federal Prosecutor not take action from the 2016 
stuff? Either, one, they didn't have enough 
evidence. Was that the case? Number two, they 
just didn't care or they didn't want to stir up 
Governor Cooper's election in 2016 and that whole 


debacle. 


Page 19 





iO 


10 
11 
iz 
BS 
14 
1D 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20) 
21 


22 


Raccowceeenssvere cove 


LG: 


a 


BB, 


14 


16 
ded 
LB 
A 


21 
22 


Digital Evidence Group C'rt 2019 


Audio Transcription 


Or was it more sinister? Did they decide 
they would sit on this and they would wait and they 
would see and that somehow, if $11 million and Dan 
McCready couldn't beat: Mark Harris, this would be 
an insurance policy that they would play to get a 
do-over? I would hate to think that we had.an 
agency in our state government that would operate 
with that kind of sinister leadership, but I'm 
telling you, the facts are the facts. They've sat 
on these things. No one could have known what was 
happening there, and I just -- I think it's -- I 
think it's sad. 

MR. GARRISON: We're almost out of time, 
but of course you were a pastor here. for a long 
time, and now a lot of people have called your 
character into question because of this. How is 
that? 

MR. HARRIS: That's been the most painful 
part. I mean, I looked at Beth one day a couple 
weeks ago. I said, you know, it hurt ‘me. It hurt 
me badly when they took my sermons and twisted them 


and took them out of context to run ads to try to 
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win an election and try to make me look like 
something that I'm not. That hurt me. 

This stuff has crushed my spirit to a 
great degree because I have nothing that is more 
valuable than my name, my reputation, and my 
character that I have built through the years. And 
that's why we have simply been trusting God each 
day that truth would be revealed, that everything 
would come to light, and that we would see truth in 
theend. And I'mstill believing that, I'm still 
hoping that, and I'm still depending upon that each 
day. 

MR. GARRISON: So if this were to play 
out that there's another election and now the State 
has passed a law that said, well, if there's 
another election, there has to be another primary, 
which opens it up to Republicans again, would you 
still run? 

MR. HARRIS: Yes. 

MR. GARRISON: Okay. So you're not going 
to back out ‘under any circumstances? 

MR. HARRIS: Not at all. I answered a 
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call to do this, and ] have been running, and I 
will run until there's nowhere else for me torun 
for in this election. I mean, if I lose, I lose. 
But I am running because 280,000-plus people voted 
in the Ninth District. They-elected me to be 
congressman in the Ninth District, and I will 
continue to finish the course that we have started. 
MR. GARRISON: And what would you say to 
voters -- some Republicans -- I did have one 
Republican leader in town say, I just don't know 
now, I don't know whether to trust him or not. 
What would you say? 
MR. HARRIS: Well, I would say that when 
you look at all of the facts and you look at the 
way this thing has been handled by the State Board 
of Elections that now, even last night, we have the 
Judiciary stepping in and saying that there's 
something afoul here in the whole process. | just 
ask you to look at the last 30 years of my life as 
an adult and what] have sought to do and what I 
have sought to be and let.-- I'll just let my life 


continue to stand on its own. 


MR. GARRISON: Mark, thank you so much 
for coming inthis morning. I appreciate it very 
much. 

MR. HARRIS: Thank you, Mark. It's my 
pleasure. 

MR. GARRISON: And we'll be following 
this story. It's eight o'clock. 

(Recording ends) 
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As of Thursday, after six years, Robert Pittenger no longer represents North Carolina's 9th 
Congressional District. It's still unclear who the district's new representative will be, as the 
investigation into potential absentee ballot fraud continues. But Pittenger says there's no chance it'll 
be him. 


Pittenger lost to Mark Harris in the Republican primary by only 828 votes and, in unofficial tallies, 
Harris leads Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes. If a new election is ordered, it would include a 
primary election and Pittenger says he would not run. 


He joined Morning Edition’s Lisa Worf. 
Lisa Worf: So, Mr. Pittenger, why wouldn't you run? 


Robert Pittenger: Well, | think | have definitely been honored to serve the 9th district. I've really 
enjoyed my service. | will say to you that clearly, we're in a mess right now with the 9th District. But | 
do know that what | want to do is focus on the security forums that I've been hosting the last five to 
six years. Instead of, frankly, campaigning and fundraising for the next nearly two years. 


Worf: You talk about campaigning. You've had some tough campaigns in the past and looking back to 
the 2018 primary, the absentee ballot results in Bladen County were even more lopsided in the 
primary. Harris got 96 percent of those votes. Do you feel you were a victim of election fraud? 


Pittenger: Well, | met with it with a gentleman Mr. Harris hired. | spent maybe three or four minutes 
with him and determined quickly | didn't want to have anything to do it. 


Worf: What made you come to that determination? 


Pittenger: Well, anytime somebody is sitting down with you, they will say, “Pay me and I'll go get you 
some votes.” [It] becomes very clear that's not a direction | want to be in. 


So, our meeting ended pretty abruptly and he found someone else to go help. So that was in 2016. 
Then he helped another candidate and that other candidate did not run this time. Mark Harris then 
hired him. 


Worf: But do you feel like you were a victim of election fraud in that primary? 


Pittenger: Well, I'm going to let the people who are dealing with this issue right now — the various 
authorities — determine that. | don't want to speculate on what could have happened. And | think the 
facts speak for themselves. Let's let that run its course and we'll make that determination. 


Worf: Well, you certainly had suspicions of impropriety as it sounds like. Did you have reports of 
potential fraud in Bladen County following the 2018 primary? 


Pittenger: We were aware of it in 2016. | mean | was told then that there’s a bad guy out there who 
delivered votes, but who helped win elections. And this guy came to meet with me for some time [and] 
as | said, | only gave him a few minutes. 

Yeah. | think most folks in Bladen County — politically oriented [people] and elected officials — are ( 
very much aware of Mr. [McCrae] Dowless and what his interest was [and] what his actions were. 


At the end of the 2018 election primary, we did report him and what he was doing to the elections 
board as well as to the Republican Party. 


Worf: What kind of response did you get? 
Pittenger: We left it with them. You know [the response] was kind of, “We'll look into it.” 
Worf: Why didn't you go public with it? 


Pittenger: Well, again, | went to the people who | thought could do something about it. And, you know, 
you can sound like a sore loser. | went to the appropriate authorities and shared my concerns. 


And nobody likes a whining sore loser that starts blaming somebody else. And that's usually the 

perception out there, that you start claiming fraud, you know?... You know, people don't pay a lot of 
attention to it. So, the best thing to do is get the right folks who have the authority to make that As 
determination. I'm glad they finally did start looking into it. 


| think this has been going on for probably a decade out there. And he was not, you know, selective. | 
mean he didn't just align himself the Republican Party. He worked for both sides. It didn’t matter. He 
was a political prostitute. 


Worf: Do you think your primary election should have been certified in 2018? 


Pittenger: Well, we have to go back and review all that. | think there are certainly reasons to question 
it. But again, I'd like for the people who are reviewing that now that don't understand that the Board 
of Elections was heavy into it. | was told they'd already interviewed 100 people. Then they got 
disbanded by a three-judge panel. | can't figure that out. All that did was prolong the process. So | 
don't know where it's right now. | don't really follow it that closely. 


Worf: Well, what do you think should happen now about the 9th Congressional District race? 


Pittenger: Well, | think they need to complete the review and complete the investigation. As | said, | 

have no clue why a three-judge panel would disband what they've done. Now, somebody's got to start 

all over again. And that's not what happens, I'm told, until the end of the month when the new board is ( 
identified. This could go on for months. 


Worf: But based on what you know now, what do you think should happen? 


Pittenger: Well again, | don't make a subjective analysis. | don't believe in trial by media. | don't believe 
in trial by people's subjective thinking. | think you need to gather the facts. Let's get the facts together 
and assess the facts and then come to a determination. 


Worf: And so it sounds like you're saying that Mark Harris should not be seated right away until there 
is an investigation. 


Pittenger: Well, | think clearly there needs to be a complete investigation. | think any thoughtful 
person would agree to that. To not do that and to come back later on if there is something that 
becomes more conclusive — let's just get to the bottom of it. The parties that have been involved in 
this need to come out and say, “Here's what we've learned.’ 


And remember Sergeant Friday?... I’m talking about [the show] “Dragnet,” the famous line... It's just the 
facts ma'am. Just the facts. That’s all | want. Show us the facts. Then we can make a good conclusion. 
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DUBLIN, N.C. — Ina low-slung, aging commercial strip across the street from an online-gaming parlor here, 
a local operative named Leslie McCrae Dowless ran his command center for Republican Mark Harris in the 


9th Congressional District primary this spring. 


Dowless sat at a.desk at the back of one of the strip’s vacant storefronts, where he oversaw a crew of workers 
who collected absentee ballots from voters and updated the Harris campaign on the numbers, according to 


Jeff Smith, who is the building’s owner and a former Dowless friend. 


Smith provided his account about the primary campaign to state investigators, who are examining whether 
Pawless’s activities then and in the general election violated North Carolina’s election laws, which allow only 


( 


. .lvidual voters or designated close relatives to mail a ballot. 


Dowless is now at the center of a burgeoning fraud investigation that has delayed the certification of Harris’s 
narrow victory and could prompt officials to call for a new election between him and Democrat Dan 


McCready, who are separated by 905 votes, according to unofficial returns. 


Dowless, who has denied any wrongdoing to the Charlotte Observer, did not respond to multiple requests for 


comment. 


The possibility that November’s vote will be tossed out has prompted an eruption of partisan accusations. The 
case is politically fraught for Republicans, who in North Carolina and across the country have pushed for 
voter-identification laws and other restrictions while warning without evidence about the threat of rampant 


voter fraud, particularly by immigrants in the country illegally. 


Now, amid Democratic calls for investigations of a different kind of election fraud — one that allegedly 
benefited the GOP — Republicans have stayed largely silent about the allegations, instead accusing the state 


elections board of trying to steal the race. 


( Monday, the board issued a subpoena to the Harris campaign, according to campaign attorney John 


Branch. The board is expected to issue one soon to Red Dome Group, a GOP consulting firm based in the 
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suburbs of Charlotte that hired Dowless, according to two people familiar with the probe. 


The elections board has collected information suggesting that high-level officials in the campaign may have 





been aware of Dowless’s activities, according to the two people. 


In statements to The Washington Post, Branch and Harris’s chief consultant, Andy Yates, confirmed that 
Dowless was hired by Red Dome to work on the campaign but denied that officials were aware of any illegal 


activity. 


The campaign “at all times believed he was working within the confines of North Carolina law,” Branch said. 
“The campaign is now aware that the State Board of Elections is conducting an investigation, and media 
reports have identified Mr. Dowless as part of that investigation. We are awaiting the outcome of that 


investigation like everybody else.” 


Yates said that Harris, a pastor from the suburbs of Charlotte, “was aware of Red Dome’s relationship with 
Mr. Dowless and believes like I do that Mr. Dowless operated within the bounds of the law.” Yates said 


Dowless assured him he was not illegally collecting ballots. 


Wayne Goodwin, chair of the state Democratic Party, said Monday that the legislature’s newly proposed 
voter-ID law would do nothing to stop the kind of acts alleged in Bladen County. He said Republicans have 
repeatedly ignored absentee fraud and, in the face of the new allegations, have “gone silent, both here and 


nationally.” ( 


Some Republicans have argued that irregularities in the absentee vote in the 9th District were not widespread 


enough to make a difference in the outcome and have called on the board to certify Harris’s win. 


Absent that, “hundreds of thousands of legal voters would be disenfranchised and 750,000 people would be 


denied representation in Congress,” said Dallas Woodhouse, executive director of the state GOP. 


Two officials close to the investigation said it remains unclear how many mail-in absentee ballots were 


allegedly diverted. 


Investigators with the bipartisan state elections board — which last week voted unanimously to delay 
certifying the race — have identified hundreds of potential witnesses to interview, many of them voters whose 
absentee ballots were never turned in, according to the people familiar with the probe. That raises the 
possibility of a weeks-long investigation and an uncertain start date for the next congressman from the 9th 
District. 


Josh Lawson, general counsel for the board, declined to comment on the investigation, saying it was ongoing. 





Separately, Wake County District Attorney Lorrin Freeman (D) told The Post on Monday that her office in 


Raleigh and the State Bureau of Investigation are also pursuing criminal investigations related to 
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irregularities in mail-in ballots. 


“We are not yet at the point of having connected all of the dots,” Freeman said, adding, “Certainly part of any 


estigation into these voting irregularities will include who may have knowledge and involvement.” 


State elections officials said they have been working with the FBI and the office of Robert Higdon, the U.S. 


attorney for the Eastern District of North Carolina. Higdon’s office did not respond to requests for comment. 


Harris’s 28-year-old son, John, is an assistant U.S. attorney in Higdon’s office, according to the North 


Carolina State Bar. 


The state elections board’s probe is homing in on irregularities in mail-in balloting in the 9th District general 
election — most of them in Bladen County, a rural swath about 20 miles south of Fayetteville where the 


largest employer is a Smithfield Foods pork-processing plant bought by a Chinese conglomerate in 2013. 


Unusually high numbers of mail-in ballots were requested in the county — and unusually high numbers of 


those requested ballots were never returned, according to state records. 


A disproportionate number of unreturned ballots had been sent to voters of color, who tend to vote 
Democratic. Nearly 55 percent of ballots mailed to Native American voters and 36 percent mailed to African 
American voters were not returned, while the non-return rate among white voters in the district was just 


( - dercent, according to state records. 


In one subsidized apartment complex in Bladenboro, called Village Oak, half a dozen voters interviewed by 
The Post on Sunday said they were approached this fall by a woman who asked them to hand over their 


absentee ballots. Two other voters in other parts of the county told The Post similar stories. 


“T had it for like four days,” said Datesha Montgomery, 27, who lives in a subsidized complex in 
Elizabethtown called Twisted Hickory. “And then she showed up and asked could she get my ballot. I still 
hadn’t filled it out. I stood on the porch and I filled it out. I put two names down and she told me the rest 


wasn't important and she would fill it out herself.” 


Later, Montgomery said, Democratic activists warned her about rumors of ballot fraud, so she canceled her 


mail-in ballot and voted in person. 


This fall, state election officials were so alarmed by the spike in ballot requests from Bladen County that they 
sent a flier in October to every voter in the 9th District’s share of the county, warning them not to turn over 
their ballots to others. 


“4t one point, Bladen had 12 percent of its voters requesting absentee ballots,” said one official with 


...0Wledge of the investigation who requested anonymity because of the ongoing probe. “You know, that’s 
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ridiculously high as a percentage. And so once we saw that, we knew immediately, like, okay, either they just 


became really enthused about the prospect of voting absentee or we have a massive effort underway.” 


State elections board investigators have spoken with witnesses who link Dowless to the irregularities, 


according to the two people familiar with the probe. 


Dowless, 62, who serves as vice chairman of the Bladen Soil and Water Conservation District, has a criminal 
record. Court records show he was convicted of fraud, perjury and passing a worthless check in the late 1980s 


and early 1990s. 


He first came under scrutiny from the state elections board in 2016, when officials began investigating similar 


ballot irregularities, leading to a public hearing. 


That year, in the 9th District primary election, Dowless was on the campaign payroll of Todd Johnson, a 
Union County insurance salesman who also won a curious number of the mail-in ballots in Bladen County: 
211, compared with four for Harris, who was also a candidate that year, and just one for the incumbent, Rep. 


Robert Pittenger (R), records show. Johnson did not respond to a request for comment. 


The state elections board referred the case to the U.S. attorney, as well as the Wake County prosecutor, who is 


continuing to investigate, officials said. 


Yates, Harris’s consultant, said that Dowless was hired by the campaign this year to contact absentee voters ( 


and urge them to vote for Harris on their mail-in ballots. 


Before the May primary, Dowless set up his operation inside an empty storefront that Smith said he allowed 
him to use. With an office next door, Smith said he visited regularly and got a good view of Dowless’s 


operation. 


He said Dowless told him he had a crew of about a dozen workers — many of whom he saw at the office — 


who moved from one precinct to the next, knocking on voters’ doors and offering them ballot request forms. 


Once the absentee ballots were mailed to voters, Dowless used public lists of mail-in ballot recipients and 


sent his crew to collect them and promise to turn them in, Smith said. 


“He would report to the campaign every day, “We got 50 today’ or ‘We turned _in 60 today,’” said Smith, who 


fell out with Dowless after this year’s primary, when they supported different candidates for sheriff. 


Yates, the campaign consultant, confirmed that another contractor for Red Dome gave Dowless electronic 


lists of voters who had been sent ballots. 





The sole purpose, he said, was for Dowless to follow up with those voters to encourage them to cast their 


ballots for Harris. 
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“To be clear, I instructed Mr. Dowless on a number of occasions that neither he nor anyone working with him 
or volunteering with him could collect ballots,” Yates said, adding that if he knew Dowless or his staff were 


( “ing ballots, he would have severed ties with the operative. 


Smith said that in the primary, Dowless focused on three Bladen County precincts in particular: Bladenboro 


1, Bladenboro 2 and Bethel, places that had high numbers of mail-in votes, according to state records. 
Smith said he never saw Dowless destroy a ballot. 


Yates said that Dowless called him regularly to give him updates on the number of absentee-ballot requests 


he had collected but that they did not discuss numbers of absentee votes he was delivering for Harris. 


In the spring primary, Harris defeated the incumbent, Pittenger, by fewer than 1,000 votes — thanks in part 


to winning an overwhelming 96 percent of Bladen County’s absentee mail-in ballots. 


Smith said it was after the primary that he and Dowless had the falling out. Dowless moved his office after 


Smith learned that Dowless was helping the reelection campaign of Sheriff James McVicker (R), Smith said. 


Smith, 48, who owns an online sweepstakes parlor across the street from. his commercial strip in Dublin, was 
charged with running an illegal gambling operation after McVicker’s office raided the parlor in 2015. He 


disputes the allegations, saying his business is legal. 


‘_ ith said Dowless bragged about his ability to deliver as many as 900 absentee ballots in Bladen County, 
and Smith said he talked excitedly of expanding his operation beyond Bladen in his ‘work for Harris in the 9th 


District, which stretches more than 100 miles from Charlotte to the Fayetteville area in the east. 


Smith said Dowless also spoke of running the absentee-ballot programs for multiple candidates. Campaign 
records show that he was paid this year by a failed Charlotte City Council candidate, Pete Givens (R), as well 
as McVicker. 


Smith was in the middle of an interview with The Post on Saturday when an investigator with the State Board 


of Elections called him. In front of a reporter, he told the investigator the story again, from the beginning. 


In the primary and general elections, a large number of returned mail-in ballots came from a single street in 
Bladenboro, according to state records — Pecan Street, where the Village Oak Apartments, a cluster of public- 


housing units built around a giant oak tree, are located. 


In the spring, 60 ballots for the Republican primary were mailed from that precinct on March 19 — 23 of 
them to Village Oak. All 23 were returned to the board on the same day — March 26, records show. 


i en residents of Village Oak interviewed Sunday recounted seeing the operation in action. Jeneva Legions, 


30, who works at the Family Dollar store down the road, said several women came to her apartment in 
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October right after her absentee ballot had arrived in the mail. 


Legions said one of the women urged her to fill out her name, Social Security number and signature. When 
that woman came back, “she just said, ‘T’'ll take it,’ and I gave it to her.” The ballot wasn’t sealed, Legions said. © 
Legions said she does not remember filling out the ballot but would have voted a straight Democratic ticket. 


State records show that her mail-in ballot was never returned to county elections officials. 


Asked why she turned over the ballot, Legions said: “You know, I’m thinking, she’s with, you know, the voting 


people. So I’m thinking she’s coming by to get my ballot.” 


Beverly Tyler, 45, also a resident of Village Oak, said a woman came to her as well, asking for her absentee 
ballot. Tyler said she remembers seeing a truck parked in front of her door with a Mark Harris logo on it. 
Tyler, who is unemployed and seeking disability benefits for a back injury, said she turned her ballot over as 
well. She said she does not remember whom she voted for. Her ballot was turned in to the county, records 


show. 


“T didn’t know what was going on,” she said, to explain why she turned over her ballot. “I thought everything 


was okay.” 


Stacy Holcomb, 57, another resident who is on disability for a knee injury, described much the same — 
though he said the woman came by twice, first to prompt him to fill out a ballot request form and then, after ( 
the ballot had arrived in the mail, to collect it. 


“T filled it out and gave it to her,” he said. Holcomb said he recalls sealing the ballot before he handed it over. 
He said he does not remember whom he voted for. His ballot was turned in. 


All of the voters described the woman as young with long, straight blond hair. The woman sometimes stays 


with her mother in the Village Oak complex, they said. 


When The Post knocked on the door of that apartment Sunday, a woman fitting her description came to the 
door. 


“T’ve got nothing to say,” she said, two toddlers visible behind her, before shutting the door. 


Alice Crites, Joe Fox and Reuben Fischer-Baum in Washington and Justin Kase Conder in Dublin, 


Elizabethtown and Bladenboro contributed to this report. 


Amy Gardner 

Amy Gardner joined The Washington Post in 2005. She has worked stints in the Virginia suburbs, covered the 2010 

midterms and the tea party revolution, and covered the Republican presidential nominating contest in 2011-2012. She was _ 
a politics editor for five years and returned to reporting in 2018. Follow ¥ ( 
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Like the woman | interviewed yesterday, Kinlaw never mailed the ballots. She 
gave them to McCrae Dowless. She doesn't know what he did with them 
afterward. She says she has no doubt Dowless wanted Mark Harris and Sheriff 
Jim McVicker to win. 
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By Amy Gardner and 
Beth Reinhard 
December 6, 2018 


BLADENBORO, N.C. — When GOP Rep. Robert Pittenger lost his primary by a narrow margin in May, he 


suspected something was amiss. 


The congressman turned to a group of friends and family who had gathered with him on election night at a 
steakhouse near Charlotte and blamed the “ballot stuffers in Bladen,” according to three people at the 


gathering. 


Pittenger’s concern stemmed from the vote tallies in rural Bladen County, where his challenger, a pastor from 
the Charlotte suburbs named Mark Harris, had won 437 absentee mail-in votes. Pittenger, a three-term 


incumbent, had received just 17. 


In the days immediately after the race, aides to Pittenger told the executive director of the North Carolina go 
Republican Party and a regional political director for the National Republican Congressional Committee that © 


they believed fraud had occurred, according to people familiar with their discussions. 


GOP officials did little to scrutinize the results, instead turning their attention to Harris’s general-election 


campaign against a well-funded Democratic opponent, the people said. 


Their accounts provide the first indication that state and national Republican officials received early warnings 
about voting irregularities in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District, now the subject of multiple criminal 


probes. 
A spokesman for the NRCC denied that Pittenger’s campaign raised the possibility of fraud in the primary. 


Allegations of fraud in November’s general election have now put the outcome of the 9th Congressional] District 
race in limbo. State investigators are examining the activities of a political operative named Leslie McCrae 


Dowless, who ran a get-out-the-vote effort for the Harris campaign during the primary and general elections. 


While the investigation continues, the elections board has declined to certify the 9th District race, in which 


Harris leads Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes, according to unofficial results. 


On Thursday, McCready toid television station WSOC that he was withdrawing his concession and accused 


Harris of bankrolling “criminal activity.” 
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Dowless, who has worked on political campaigns in Bladen for at least a decade, touts his ability to mobilize 
voters to cast ballots by mail, according to people who know him. He has been under scrutiny by state officials 
since 2016, when allegations surfaced about illegal ballot harvesting in that year’s campaigns, leading to a 


( ylic hearing. 


Dowless, who told the Charlotte Observer that he did not commit any wrongdoing, declined to comment 
Thursday. “I’m just not giving any comment at this time,” he told reporters and photographers in front of his 


house in Bladenboro, adding, “No disrespect to anybody.” 
The Harris campaign has said it was not aware of any illegal activities. 
Pittenger said Dowless tried to sell him his services in 2016 but that he declined to hire the operative. 


“T just knew I didn’t want to be involved with him,” Pittenger said. “Dowless’s efforts were widely known, and 


we did share our concerns with several people.” He declined to elaborate on who he spoke to or what he said. 


Focus on Bladen County 


Since reports of irregularities in the 9th District emerged last month, GOP leaders in the state — including 
Dallas Woodhouse, the state GOP executive director — initially played down concerns that laws were broken. 
They repeatedly cast the situation in political terms, asserting that any voting irregularities were not 


(  espread enough to change the outcome of the election. 


In recent days, amid mounting allegations of a ballot-harvesting operation, state Republicans have shifted their 
rhetoric. Woodhouse told The Post on Thursday that if the state elections board can “show a substantial 
likelihood” that possible fraud could have changed the outcome of November’s vote, “then we fully would 


support a new election.” 


In an interview this week, Woodhouse initially said he did not recall fielding complaints from Pittenger aides of 
possible fraud after the primary. But he called back a few moments later to say that he did remember hearing of 


anomalies — and took “a cursory look at the end of that race at the vote totals.” 


He recalled concluding that Harris had won the overall vote with a strong showing from evangelical voters, but 


he said: “We did not look real specifically at absentee ballots.” 


“If somebody said something about the absentee ballots, it is just very possible that it didn’t register with us,” 
Woodhouse said. “We had a lot of campaigns and a lot of people expressing concerns at the end of the election, 


and we were trying to quickly move on to the general election.” 


NRCC spokesman Matt Gorman denied that anyone affiliated with the Pittenger campaign brought up possible 


( _ adto anyone at the committee, including Tyler Foote, who ran the southeast region for the NRCC. 
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“We had them on the phone numerous times, and there was no mention of fraud,” Gorman said. “It’s 


unfortunate that there’s a revisionist history going on.” 


Foote did not respond to multiple requests for comment. He has been named Harris’s incoming chief of staff, ( | 


although whether Harris will be seated in Congress in January remains uncertain. 


Pittenger said he did not recall being told of fraud complaints his advisers made to Woodhouse and Foote, and 


he declined to confirm that he blamed “ballot stuffers” on election night. 
But he said there was “a lot of angst” among his campaign aides, who “were all upset about what happened.” 
“T think there were a lot of frustrated feelings inside the room as we saw the results come in,” he said. 


The state elections board is investigating irregularities in mail-in balloting in the 9th District general election — 


many of them in Bladen County, which had the highest share of mail-in votes in the district, state records show. 


Investigators have spoken with witnesses who link Dowless to an effort to collect absentee ballots from voters 
and are examining whether he or his associates filled out ballots or discarded them, according to people 


familiar with the probe. It is illegal to collect or tamper with someone else’s ballot. 


Multiple voters said in interviews that they handed over their ballots — some of which were not fully filled out 
and were left unsealed — to people who showed up at their doors and offered to collect them. Two Bladen 7 
County women said they worked for Dowless and went door to door asking voters to turn over their ballots, ( 
WSOC-TV in Charlotte has reported. 


This week, the elections board issued subpoenas to the Harris campaign and its general consultant, Red Dome 
Group, as well as the local sheriff, James A. McVicker, a Republican who won reelection last month and also 


hired Dowless to run his absentee-ballot program, according to a person familiar with the investigation. 


The Wake County district attorney’s office in Raleigh and the State Bureau of Investigation are also conducting 


probes, Wake County District Attorney Lorrin Freeman (D) told The Post. 


If the elections board concludes that irregularities tainted the results of November’s vote, it could call for a new 


election. The board has announced plans for a hearing by Dec. 21. 


Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.), the incoming House majority leader, said this week that Democrats might refuse 
to seat Harris until “substantial” questions about the integrity of his election are resolved. On Thursday, 
incoming House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) was more cautious, saying that House Democrats were 


awaiting the determination of North Carolina elections officials. 


"Look at the votes' 
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Since the November election, Pittenger, 70, a real estate investor who lives in Charlotte, has hinted openly at 


his suspicions of wrongdoing. “Look at the votes. Follow the money,” he told the Charlotte Observer last week. 


( ~ enger also told Spectrum News that he was “fully aware” of voting irregularities in the district, adding that 
there were “some pretty unsavory people out there, particularly in Bladen County. And I didn’t have anything 
to do with them.” 


Pittenger told The Post that after speaking to Dowless for “five or 10 minutes” in 2016, he knew he did not want 


to bring him onto his campaign. 


“IT didn’t want to do business with him after I met him,” Pittenger said. “I just didn’t like the way it sounded. 
But he went other places, and I knew that was going to be an issue. But nonetheless, I was willing to live with” 


the possibility that opponents might hire the operative. 


In the 2016 GOP primary, Dowless ended up working for Pittenger challenger Todd Johnson, a Union County 
insurance salesman, campaign finance records show. Johnson won an overwhelming number of mail-in ballots 
in Bladen County that spring: 211. Harris, who was also a candidate that year, logged four votes. Pittenger got 


just one, records show. 


Two years later, Pittenger ignored the advice of his advisers to hire Dowless and have him do no work, just to 


keep him from working for his opponent, according to two people close to the campaign. 


i 
4, 


Dome, his campaign consultant, confirmed in statements this week that Dowless was paid for a field effort but 


.tead, Dowless was hired by the Harris campaign. John Branch, Harris’s attorney, and Andy Yates of Red 


said they were not aware of any illegal activity. 
The campaign “at all times believed he was working within the confines of North Carolina law,” Branch said. 


In the May 8 primary, Harris beat Pittenger by 828 votes — with half of his margin coming from mail-in ballots 


in Bladen. 
“Bladen County was a factor” in the loss, Pittenger said, calling the situation “disconcerting.” 


In last month’s general election, Harris drew 420 mail-in votes from Bladen compared with 258 for McCready, 
his Democratic opponent, state records show. Investigators are examining whether additional mail-in votes 
were discarded and whether the alleged ballot-harvesting operation extended beyond Bladen, according to 
people familiar with the probe. 


State records show that a large number of absentee ballots across the 9th District — more than 3,400 — were 


requested by voters but never returned. 


‘vy the time advisers to Pittenger expressed their frustration to Woodhouse and Foote, the campaign was 


unwinding, Pittenger had few resources to put up a fight and was under pressure from other Republicans to 
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rally around Harris, according to people familiar with the situation. 


Pressure to concede 


By June 30, Pittenger’s campaign had just $9,179 on hand and about $792,000 in debt, much of it carried over 
from his first race in 2012, according to campaign finance records. Harris had $295,658 in cash, while 
McCready, who faced a weak opponent in his primary, was heading into the general election with $1.8 million 


in his campaign coffers. 


“In order to beat Dan McCready, as strong a candidate as Dan McCready was, the general-election campaign 
needed to start right away,” said a person familiar with the thinking in Pittenger’s campaign and who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. “There wasn’t time to go into a recount and use 
those financial resources. All the campaigns were financially strapped. The only way to beat Dan McCready was 
to put our weapons down within the party. Robert, being a good Republican, agreed that if he continued to try 


to raise an issue with this, it would only hurt the Republicans’ abilities to win in the fall.” 


Pittenger was also hampered by poor rapport with his aides and other Republicans in North Carolina and 
Washington, so there was little appetite to take up a fight on his behalf, according to people familiar with the 


situation. 


The congressman initially declined to endorse Harris, saying that he wanted an apology for what he described _ 
as “baseless attacks” on his voting record by the pastor. Pittenger did not mention election irregularities. At th | 
end of May, however, Pittenger issued a statement supporting Harris. People familiar with his views said he did 
so reluctantly, under pressure from GOP leaders. 


Kevin Seifert, political director for House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.), denied that, saying he had expressed 


sadness at Pittenger’s defeat. “We never told him to get in line,” he said. “It was a hard-fought race.” 
Now, Pittenger said, he’s gratified by the intensifying scrutiny on Dowless and his tactics. 


“T always told my people, “They hadn’t been able to catch him,’ ” he said. “I never had a lot of hope seeing a lot 
of resolution with this guy. I’m glad they're moving toward this now. I think it’s a healthy thing to nip this thing 


in the bud and remove him from further campaigns.” 


Reinhard reported from Washington. Justin Kase Conder in Bladenboro and Alice Crites, Mike DeBonis, Paul 
Kane and John Wagner in Washington contributed to this report. 


Amy Gardner 

Amy Gardner joined The Washington Post in 2005. She has worked stints in the Virginia suburbs, covered the 2010 midterms 
and the tea party revolution, and covered the Republican presidential nominating contest in 20141 2012. She was a politics 
editor for five years and returned to reporting in 2018. Follow ¥ 


Beth Reinhard 


PRUE 


Wa MCLE TEE LE PL EE PI A CA AN A EY OS Tg UO PE PO PU UT win 


ThA Wlnnhinntan Dan. 


Maw tWabAaen akhininln hat aarhae PERERA AAN af vention re term mt tlaeitinan tA hinath Raecalina 


Beth Reinhard is a reporter on the investigative team at The Washington Post. She previously worked at the Wall Street 
Journal, National Journal, the Miami Herald and the Palm Beach Post. Follow ¥ 
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lThe Washington Post 


Politics 
N.C. congressional candidate sought out aide, despite warnings 
over tactics C 


By Amy Gardner and 
Beth Reinhard 
December 13, 2018 


North Carolina congressional candidate Mark Harris (R) directed the hiring of a campaign aide now at the 
center of an election-fraud investigation, according to three individuals familiar with the campaign, despite 


warnings that the operative may have used questionable tactics to deliver votes. 


Harris sought out the operative, Leslie McCrae Dowless, after losing a 2016 election in which Dowless had 


helped one of Harris’s opponents win an overwhelming share of the mail-in vote in a key county. 


State and local investigators say that whether Harris knew that his campaign may have engaged in improper 
tactics has become a focus of the expanding probes into whether election irregularities affected the 9th District 


election, in which Harris leads Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes. 


That question is also roiling the state Republican Party, whose leaders had rallied around Harris, a 52-year-old 
evangelical pastor from the suburbs of Charlotte. Party leaders are now backing away from Harris and tryin, 
limit the fallout of a scandal that has delayed certification of the last undecided federal contest of the 2018 


election cycle. 


The North Carolina elections board has issued subpoenas to the Harris campaign and its general consultant, 
Red Dome Group. In addition, the Wake County district attorney’s office in Raleigh, the State Bureau of 


Investigation, the FBI and federal prosecutors are examining voting irregularities in the 9th District. 


Dowless, 62, has declined multiple requests for interviews. Neither Todd Johnson, the primary candidate who 
had previously used Dowless’s services, nor his political consultant, Zach Almond, could be reached for 


comment. 


Harris and Andy Yates of Red Dome, Harris’s campaign consultant, confirmed in statements last week that 


Dowless was paid for a field effort but said they were not aware of any illegal activity. 


“T was absolutely unaware of any wrongdoing,” Harris said in a video released Dec. 7. Harris attorney John 


Branch declined to comment for this article. 


Harris was warned about possible fraud on primary day in June 2016, during his first bid for the 9th Distrid 


congressional seat, according to people familiar with the conversation. 
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The incumbent congressman and winner of the primary had received just one mail-in vote in rural Bladen 
County. Harris, who came in second place, had won four. Johnson, the last-place contender, meanwhile, had 


received nearly all of them — 221. 


1 mily explanation, advisers told Harris that night in Charlotte, was that something shady had occurred on 


that third-place campaign, according to the people. 


A year later, they said, when Harris resolved to run for Congress again, the candidate personally directed the 
hiring of Dowless, an adept field operative and Bladen County native who had helped deliver that unusual 


result in 2016. 


Harris’s wife, Beth Harris, said in a text message Thursday: “We actually don’t recall any ‘aide’ saying anything 


on election night” of 2016. She added: “It was a crazy night where we were up and then went down.” 


One person said Harris’s decision to hire Dowless stemmed partly from his realization that he would have 
defeated Rep. Robert Pittenger if he’d won the mail-in vote by as large a margin as third-place contender 
Johnson had. 


Witnesses in interviews and affidavits say Dowless’s allegedly fraudulent operation on Harris’s behalf this year 
involved collecting incomplete and unsealed ballots, an illegal practice. Investigators are also examining 


whether Dowless or those working for him illegally discarded ballots. 


4 ase Dowless was paid by Red Dome, which in turn billed the Harris campaign, the consulting firm is also 


under scrutiny. 


Harris decided to hire Dowless before he brought on Red Dome in June 2017, according three people familiar 
with early campaign deliberations. And he decided to hire him despite warnings about Dowless’s criminal 


record and Dowless’s own public testimony describing questionable election tactics. 


Around the same time in the spring of 2017, he also introduced Dowless to Pete Givens, a parishioner of 


Harris’s and a candidate for Charlotte City Council that year. 


Givens was running a long shot bid as a Republican in a heavily Democratic district with historically low 
turnout. “How do we get 75,000 people who never show up off their rears?” Givens wondered at the time, he 
said in an interview. Harris drove Givens to meet Dowless, and Givens ended up hiring him, paying him $800 


in May 2017. 


Givens said that he didn’t know of any wrongdoing and that he believes “there’s no way that Mark Harris would 


have known that either.” 


We .er McDuffie, the chairman of the Bladen County Republican Party, told The Washington Post that he 
warned the Harris campaign about Dowless’s criminal record, which includes felony convictions for fraud and 
perjury and a misdemeanor charge for passing a worthless check in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 
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Harris also interacted regularly with Dowless during the 2018 primary campaign, according to Jeff Smith, a 
former associate of Dowless’s who gave him office space during the spring primary and saw him nearly daily. 
Smith told The Post that Dowless spoke often of talking to Harris by telephone about the mail-in absentee- 
ballot program. Much like Johnson in 2016, Harris defeated Pittenger in the primary with an mn 


performance among mail-in voters in Bladen, which he won 437-17. 


Details of Dowless’s absentee ballot operation came to light publicly in December 2016, when he told the state 


elections board that his get-out-the-vote operation included collecting absentee ballots. 


Dowless had been asked to testify about allegations he had leveled against an African American group that 


mostly supports Democratic candidates. 


But over a five-hour hearing, the board interrogated him about his own operation. He described paid staffers 
collecting mail-in ballots, though he said he told the staffers to return the ballots to the voters. Under North 


Carolina law, it is illegal to tamper with or collect someone else’s ballot. 


Two members of the board at the time said in interviews this week that the hearing raised red flags about 
absentee ballot activities in Bladen County. “It all stunk to high heaven,” said one member at the time, James L. 


Baker, a Republican and former Superior Court judge. 


Another elections board member at the 2016 hearing, Democrat Maja Kricker, said she concluded from 


Dowless’s testimony that he was operating outside the law, adding that she thinks the Harris campaign oe 


have known about his practices. 
“Apparently either the Harris campaign or Mark Harris never vetted him,” she said. 


The GOP-controlled board unanimously referred the testimony to state and federal investigators, but no 
indictments or public reports were issued. Lorrin Freeman, the Wake County district attorney, said an 


investigation sparked then now includes the 2018 election. 


Freeman said her office is also examining whether anyone inside the Bladen County Board of Elections 


committed fraud. 


Dowless’s testimony two years ago raised questions about his relationship with former Bladen County Elections 


Director Cynthia Shaw, who left her job in November ahead of her Jan. 1 scheduled retirement date. 


Dowless told the elections board that Shaw knew that his get-out-the-vote crew put their initials on the corner 
of the absentee ballot request forms when they turned them in “so if there is a problem you know who to 


contact,” Dowless said. 


Election officials are supposed to reach out directly to voters who need to correct any omissions or ( 
discrepancies regarding their absentee ballot request forms. Multiple attempts to reach Shaw were 


unsuccessful. 
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Investigators are also examining evidence published by the state elections board last week that the county 
board improperly printed the results of early in-person voting three days before Election Day. They are looking 


into whether the information was improperly shared with a campaign. 


Sf daw prohibits early-vote results from being drawn from tabulation machines until after 5 p.m. on Election 
Day to protect the security of the results and prevent campaigns from gaining an unfair advantage and 


redeploying resources in the final days. 


Dallas Woodhouse, executive director of the North Carolina Republican Party, told reporters this week that if 
the early-vote results were prematurely shared, “that is a fundamental violation of the sanctity of fair 


elections,” and a new election would have to be called. 


The investigations into the 2018 vote in the 9th Congressional District are putting the GOP on the defensive at 
a time when Republican lawmakers in North Carolina and around the country have passed voter ID laws and 


other restrictions they said would crack down on voting fraud. 


On Wednesday, the state legislature passed a bill requiring a new primary if the state elections board orders a 
new election in the 9th District — allowing Republicans to replace Harris on the ballot. It was the latest sign of 
state Republicans backing away from earlier demands that the state board immediately certify Harris as the 


winner. 


TF state board declined to do that last month, launching an investigation instead and planning to hold a 
hé« ing by Dec. 21. The board issued a statement this week saying investigators may need more time before a 


hearing can be called. 
Alice Crites contributed to this report. 


Amy Gardner 

Amy Gardner joined The Washington Post in 2005. She has worked stints in the Virginia Suburbs, covered the 2010 midterms 
and the tea party revolution, and covered the Republican presidential nominating contest in 2011-2012. She was a politics 
editor for five years and returned to reporting in 2018. Follow ¥ 


Beth Reinhard 
Beth Reinhard is a reporter on the investigative team at The Washington Post. She previously worked at the Wall Street 
Journal, National Journal, the Miami Herald and the Palm Beach Post. Follow ¥ 
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Inside The North Carolina Republican Vote 
Machine: Cash, Pills — And Ballots 


McCrae Dowless and his family worked with “wads of cash" — and workers illegally 
handled absentee ballots, a woman who worked for him says. 


By Brianna Sacks and Otillia Steadman 
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Bladenboro, North Carolina 
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McCrae Dowless; Lisa Britt 





Travis Long/Charlotte News & Observer; Facebook 
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BLADENBORO, North Carolina — The allegations that Republicans tampered 
with absentee ballots in a close North Carolina election represent the most 

- serious federal election tampering case in years, one that allegedly stole votes 

from elderly black voters in the state’s rural south. 


Now two women intimately involved with McCrae Dowless’s absentee ballot 
machine have revealed to BuzzFeed News its grim and chaotic workings, in 
which Dowless tracked votes on yellow paper and paid his workers, including 
family members, from stacks of cash, and that some were on opioids while 
they worked. 


The accounts of the women, Jessica Karen Dowless and Lisa Britt, add 
significant new details to those that have come out from investigators and 
other news reports, as the state election board considers whether it should 
order a new election between Republican Mark Harris and Democrat Dan 
McCready. The women, both related to McCrae Dowless, paint a picture of 
American political chicanery at its lowest levels — though with sweeping 
consequences both for voters allegedly denied the franchise, and for the 
outcome of a pivotal national election, which Harris won by 905 votes. 


Jessica Dowless described the scene in the small office at the intersection of 
two highways, where she worked on Harris’s behalf for the last two months as 
chaotic. One worker, she said, “was so fucking high the other day she passed 
out at the fucking computer.” One of the workers who collected absentee 
ballots from residents was a “pill head,” she said. 


Dowless, whose husband is distantly related to McCrae Dowless, described 
herself as a “housewife [who] needed a part-time job” and said she was one of 
about six employees. She often worked six days a week tallying the number of 
Democrats and Republicans who had recently voted. However, she explained, 
there were times when she did not quite understand what she was doing or 
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She did say, though, that campaign workers delivered sealed absentee ballots 
from the homes of people who requested them to McCrae Dowless’s office — 
though North Carolina law forbids third parties from handling those ballots. ve 


She said she spent her time tracking the number of ballots sent in to the 
county board of elections — and then tallying up the number that were 
collected by employees of McCrae Dowless, who the Washington Post reported 
would keep the Harris campaign updated on the latest figures. 


Jessica Dowless said she would also note voters’ race and party affiliation. 


“My job was at the office and I read emails and counted how many Republicans 
and Democrats and non-affiliated people voted every day... I added up how 
many voted that day and wrote it on a piece of paper and then they read it and 
then I don’t know what it did with it. McCrae was the only one who saw it,” she 
said. “I would go down each page and count how many black Republicans, 

white Republicans and I did the opposite, black unaffiliated, black Democrats, ( 
and add them up and then calculate the percentage of how many people voted 
that way each day.” 


McCrae, she said, bought a woman who worked in the office “a car a week later 
after she started.” Another employee got a van that she used on the job, she 
Said. 


“Mark Harris was writing him checks left and right,” Jessica Dowless said, 
referring to McCrae, although she said she never saw the checks. McCrae, she 
said, “paid me a certain amount in cash and then the Board of Elections paid 
me the rest.” 


Valeria Peacock McKoy, the interim director of the Bladen County Board of 
Elections, denied to BuzzFeed News that it paid Jessica Dowless. The office has ( 


three full time employees and one part time employee internally, she said, and — 
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hires about 50 to 6o people to work at 17 polling precincts. The board doesn't 
pay people working for outside groups, she said. 


But public records made available Wednesday show that Jessica Dowless was 
paid $240 by the Bladen County Republican Executive Committee. 


Red Dome, a political consulting firm that contracted McCrae Dowless, was 
paid more than $428,000 by the Harris campaign, WSOCTV.com reported. 
Hatris’s representatives also didn’t return requests for comment. 


“He had wads and wads of cash,' Jessica Dowless said of McCrae, who didn’t 
return requests for comment. 


She would not say how much she was paid. 


Lisa Britt, McCrae Dowless’s stepdaughter, told BuzzFeed News that she started 
working for him at the end of July or beginning of August. 


“I’ve never worked for him before,’ she said. “I was on payroll just like 
everybody else.” 


“McCrae Dowless was in charge of pay and no one else,” Britt added. According 
to Britt’s mother, Sandra Dowless, who is also McCrae’s ex-wife, Britt was paid 
in cash. 


Britt and Jessica Dowless paint very different pictures of the work McCrae’s 
team was doing. Jessica, who said her work was largely confined to an office, 
said women he paid would go out and collect absentee ballots from people who 
requested them; it is illegal for a third party to submit an absentee ballot in 
North Carolina. 


McCrae’s workers “would come to your house, they would get you to fill out an 
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then seal it and then find two witnesses. They [brought] them in and said for 
me to witness them and I told McCrae I didn’t want to do that but we had no 
else,’ Jessica Dowless said, referring to the state law that requires all absentee ( 
ballots be witnessed by two people. 


All the ballots that she saw come into the office were already sealed, she said. 


Jessica Dowless, who also goes by her middle name Karen, said Britt was part of 


that operation — which Britt vehemently denied to BuzzFeed News. 
“I didn’t take any of them,” Britt said. 


“Everybody thought they were helping Mr. Harris get elected,’ Britt said. “As 
far as going and telling anybody who to vote for, we weren't.” 


“Tt didn’t affect me any way as to how people voted,’ she said. 

“I’m not giving a statement to you that can cause me to end up in prison. I’m 
really not sure about the legal aspects,” Britt said. At the time, she said, she 
believed everything she was doing was legal. 

Jessica Dowless said she personally dropped absentee ballot applications off at 
the Board of Elections one time. Records show she dropped off 185 requests on 
Oct. 15. 

“I was there just to do what I was told,” she said. 

Those same records show McCrae Dowless dropped off 592 absentee ballot 
applications out of more than 1,300 requests from Aug. 22 through Oct. 30. Two 


of the requests were “reissued.” 


Copies of more than 160 absentee ballots flagged as having common signatures ~ 
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affiliated with McCrae, were serving as witnesses on absentee ballots dozens of 
times — some having signed their name more than 4o times. This is 

~ considered unusual. 


State investigators have much work to do to untangle a narrative that remains 
marked by conflicting and confusing accounts, often from people uncertain of 


their own roles in the plot. 


Jessica Dowless, for instance, at one point told BuzzFeed News: “McCrae only 
had ballots from people who were voting for Democrats. They were only 
Democrats. No Republican absentee ballots.” 


“Everything McCrae did was Republican,” she emphasized. 
But shortly after she said she wasn’t quite sure about that. 


There is also criticism that McCrae’s operation targeted black Democratic 
voters. 


“That’s not true at all,” Britt said. “It’s not really that anyone was targeted, it’s 
that we were giving everybody the opportunity to vote. You’ve got more people 
in low-income areas that don’t have a vehicle to go vote.” 


“If we were gonna get those kind of people we could’ve gone to the pig 
processing plant and get them when they’re coming off work,’ she added. 


Britt’s mother, Sandra Dowless, added they were trying to reach “just people 
with no rides.” 


As Jessica Dowless put it, “I don’t know Democrat from Republican from a hole 


in my ass.” 
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McCrae Dowless and his family worked with “wads of cash” — and workers illegally 
handled absentee ballots, a woman who worked for him says. 
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BLADENBORO, North Carolina — The allegations that Republicans tampered 
with absentee ballots in a close North Carolina election represent the most 

- serious federal election tampering case in years, one that allegedly stole votes 
from elderly black voters in the state’s rural south. 


Now two women intimately involved with McCrae Dowless’s absentee ballot 
machine have revealed to BuzzFeed News its grim and chaotic workings, in 
which Dowless tracked votes on yellow paper and paid his workers, including 
family members, from stacks of cash, and that some were on opioids while 
they worked. 


The accounts of the women, Jessica Karen Dowless and Lisa Britt, add 
significant new details to those that have come out from investigators and 
other news reports, as the state election board considers whether it should 
order a new election between Republican Mark Harris and Democrat Dan 
McCready. The women, both related to McCrae Dowless, paint a picture of 
American political chicanery at its lowest levels though with sweeping 
consequences both for voters allegedly denied the franchise, and for the 
outcome of a pivotal national election, which Harris won by 905 votes. 


Jessica Dowless described the scene in the small office at the intersection of 
two highways, where she worked on Harris’s behalf for the last two months as 
chaotic. One worker, she said, “was so fucking high the other day she passed 
out at the fucking computer.’ One of the workers who collected absentee 
ballots from residents was a “pill head,” she said. 


Dowless, whose husband is distantly related to McCrae Dowless, described 
herself as a “housewife [who] needed a part-time job” and said she was one of 
about six employees. She often worked six days a week tallying the number of 
Democrats and Republicans who had recently voted. However, she explained, 
there were times when she did not quite understand what she was doing or 
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She did say, though, that campaign workers delivered sealed absentee ballots 
from the homes of people who requested them to McCrae Dowless’s office — 
though North Carolina law forbids third parties from handling those ballots. r 


She said she spent her time tracking the number of ballots sent in to the 
county board of elections — and then tallying up the number that were 
collected by employees of McCrae Dowless, who the Washington Post reported 
would keep the Harris campaign updated on the latest figures. 


Jessica Dowless said she would also note voters’ race and party affiliation. 


“My job was at the office and I read emails and counted how many Republicans 
and Democrats and non-affiliated people voted every day... 1 added up how 
many voted that day and wrote it on a piece of paper and then they read it and 
then I don’t know what it did with it. McCrae was the only one who saw it,” she 
said. “I would go down each page and count how many black Republicans, 

white Republicans and I did the opposite, black unaffiliated, black Democrats, ( 
and add them up and then calculate the percentage of how many people voted 
that way each day.’ 


McCrae, she said, bought a woman who worked in the office “a car a week later 
after she started.” Another employee got a van that she used on the job, she 
Said. 


“Mark Harris was writing him checks left and right,” Jessica Dowless said, 
referring to McCrae, although she said she never saw the checks. McCrae, she 
said, “paid me a certain amount in cash and then the Board of Elections paid 
ime the rest.” 


Valeria Peacock McKoy, the interim director of the Bladen County Board of 
Elections, denied to BuzzFeed News that it paid Jessica Dowless. The office has ( 
three full time employees and one part time employee internally, she said, and — 
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hires about 50 to 60 people to work at 17 polling precincts. The board doesn't 
pay people working for outside groups, she said. 


But public records made available Wednesday show that Jessica Dowless was 
paid $240 by the Bladen County Republican Executive Committee. 


Red Dome, a political consulting firm that contracted McCrae Dowless, was 
paid more than $428,000 by the Harris campaign, WSOCTV.com reported. 
Harris’s representatives also didn’t return requests for comment. 


“He had wads and wads of cash,’ Jessica Dowless said of McCrae, who didn’t 
return requests for comment. 


She would not say how much she was paid. 


Lisa Britt, McCrae Dowless’s stepdaughter, told BuzzFeed News that she started 
working for him at the end of July or beginning of August. 


“T’ve never worked for him before,” she said. “I was on payroll just like 
everybody else.” 


“McCrae Dowless was in charge of pay and no one else,” Britt added. According 
to Britt’s mother, Sandra Dowless, who is also McCrae’s ex-wife, Britt was paid 
in cash. 


Britt and Jessica Dowless paint very different pictures of the work McCrae’s 
team was doing. Jessica, who said her work was largely confined to an office, 
said women he paid would go out and collect absentee ballots from people who 
requested then; it is illegal for a third party to submit an absentee ballot in 
North Carolina. 


McCrae’s workers “would come to your house, they would get you to fill out an 
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then seal it and then find two witnesses. They [brought] them in and said for 
me to witness them and I told McCrae I didn’t want to do that but we had no 
else,’ Jessica Dowless said, referring to the state law that requires all absentee ( 
ballots be witnessed by two people. 


All the ballots that she saw come into the office were already sealed, she said. 


Jessica Dowless, who also goes by her middle name Karen, said Britt was part of 


that operation — which Britt vehemently denied to BuzzFeed News. 
“T didn’t take any of them,” Britt said. 


“Everybody thought they were helping Mr. Harris get elected,’ Britt said. “As 
far as going and telling anybody who to vote for, we weren't.” 


“It didn’t affect me any way as to how people voted,’ she said. 

“T’m not giving a statement to you that can cause me to end up in prison. I’m ( 
really not sure about the legal aspects,” Britt said. At the time, she said, she 
believed everything she was doing was legal. 


Jessica Dowless said she personally dropped absentee ballot applications off at 
the Board of Elections one time. Records show she dropped off 185 requests on 
Oct. 15. 


“T was there just to do what I was told,” she said. 


Those same records show McCrae Dowless dropped off 592 absentee ballot 
applications out of more than 1,300 requests from Aug. 22 through Oct. 30. Two 
of the requests were “reissued.” 


( 


Copies of more than 160 absentee ballots flagged as having common signatures 
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affiliated with McCrae, were serving as witnesses on absentee ballots dozens of 
times — some having signed their name more than 4o times. This is 
considered unusual. 


State investigators have much work to do to untangle a narrative that remains 
marked by conflicting and confusing accounts, often from people uncertain of 
their own roles in the plot. 


Jessica Dowless, for instance, at one point told BuzzFeed News: “McCrae only 
had ballots from people who were voting for Democrats. They were only 
Democrats. No Republican absentee ballots.” 

“Everything McCrae did was Republican,” she emphasized. 


But shortly after she said she wasn’t quite sure about that. 


There is also criticism that McCrae’s operation targeted black Democratic 
voters. 


“That’s not true at all,” Britt said. “It’s not really that anyone was targeted, it’s 
that we were giving everybody the opportunity to vote. You’ve got more people 


in low-income areas that don’t have a vehicle to go vote.” 


“If we were gonna get those kind of people we could’ve gone to the pig 
processing plant and get them when they’re coming off work,” she added. 


Britt’s mother, Sandra Dowless, added they were trying to reach “just people 
with no rides.” 


As Jessica Dowless put it, “I don’t know Democrat from Republican from a hole 
in my ass.” 
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NC GOP ‘pretty certain’ vote totals leaked in Bladen County and would back 
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State Sen. Tommy Tucker: ‘We are being once again embarrassed in this state 
that our elections don’t count’ 


North Carolina State Senator Tommy Tucker talk about voting issues in Bladen County 
during a press conference at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Thursday, Dec. 6, 
2018. 


Up Next 


North Carolina State Senator Tommy Tucker talk about voting issues in Bladen County 
during a press conference at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Thursday, Dec. 6, 
2018. 


CHARLOTTE 

Top officials with the North Carolina Republican Party said they believe early vote totals in 
Bladen County were leaked before the election and, if confirmed, “a new election is 
appropriate” in the state’s 9th Congressional District. 


The Charlotte Observer and The News & Observer reported Monday that early voting 
totals from Bladen County may have been leaked. Documents released by the State 
Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement show that early voting tabulations were run 
several days before the Nov. 6 election in Bladen County. A witness who signed that vote 
tabulation wrote in a sworn affidavit that the totals were “viewed by officials at the one- 
stop site who were not judges.” 


“We are pretty certain that happened. And if it is confirmed, a new election is 
appropriate,” said Dallas Woodhouse, the party's executive director, in a late afternoon 
press conference. “It is key because it tells you what the electorate is looking like, what the 
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turnout is looking like. If that information was leaked out, it clearly is a competitive 
advantage.” 


Woodhouse did not reveal what evidence he has seen. 
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Bladen counted early votes too soon in 2018. Witness alleges numbers were 
leaked. 


December 10, 2018 5:47 PM 
Woodhouse’s comments echoed a statement released earlier in the day by Robin Hayes, 
the party's chairman. 


“This action by election officials would be a fundamental violation of the sense of fair play, ; 
honesty, and integrity that the Republican Party stands for.The people involved in this ( 
must be held accountable and should it be true, this fact alone would likely require a new 
election,” Hayes said. 


The state board is investigating voter irregularities in the 9th district. Republican Mark 
Harris topped Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes, but the board has yet to certify the 
election amid allegations of fraud with mail-in absentee ballots. The board plans to hold a 
hearing before Dec. 21. 


A three-judge panel ruled on Tuesday that the current nine-member board can remain in 
place until Dec. 28 or until the November elections are certified, whichever is first. 


The state board has issued subpoenas to the Harris campaign, Harris’ top consulting firm 
Red Dome Group and the campaign of Sheriff Jim McVicker. The board has identified 
McCrae Dowless, who was paid by Red Dome Group, as a person of interest in its 
investigation. Dowless has been accused in affidavits and in press interviews of paying 
workers to collect absentee ballots in Bladen County. 





The board has the authority to order a new election with the same general election 
candidates on the ballot — Harris, McCready and Libertarian Party candidate Jeff Scott. ( 
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Woodhouse said the party is “not ready to address” whether or not a special election 
Should include a new primary. Harris defeated incumbent Rep. Robert Pittenger in May's 
primary, a race that also had voting irregularities among mail-in absentee ballots. 
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NC lawmakers want a new primary in 9th Congressional District if a new 
election ordered 


December 11, 2018 4:47 PM 
But Republican officials do have a strong opinion on who should be in charge of the 
special election. 


“State elections officials must take over all the elections in Bladen County if and when 
there is a special election,” Woodhouse said, again echoing a call by Hayes. 


“The professionals at the State Board of Elections must assume control of the county 
board of elections operations in Bladen County, which has shown itself incapable of 
managing fair elections,” Hayes said. 


The current investigation is, at least, the fifth investigation into Bladen County elections 
since 2010. 


Jens Lutz, the vice chair of the Bladen County Board of Elections, resigned Friday. Lutz is a 
Democrat. 


“This, and the resignation of (Lutz) after the inquiry began, further represents the 
systematic failure of the election process in this area of the state going on for at least the 
last decade,” Hayes said. 
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ELECTIONS 
N.C.-GOP says fresh misconduct.allegation should trigger new House election 


By ZACH MONTELLARO | 12/11/2018.03:09.PM EST | Updated 12/11/2018 05:00.PM EST 


The North Carolina Republican Party said Tuesday that a new election should be held in North Carolina’s. 9th Congressional Districtif a new allegation regarding the 
leak of early-voting results before Election Day is proven. 


The results of the race between Republican Mark Harris and Democrat Dan McCready have already been held up over allegations of election fraud against-a contractor 
for one of Harris' campaign consultants. But the state Democratic Party has highlighted another incident in the inquiry into the House race, releasing a signed affidavit 
from a Bladen County poll worker alleging that the results of early votes were shared improperly before the election. 


“On Saturday, 11/3/18, the last day of early voting, the ‘tape’ showing election results at the one-stop polling site was run after the polls closed, and was viewed by 
officials at the one-stop site who were not judges. It is my understanding that this was improper,” wrote Agnes Willis, a precinct worker in the state, in an affidavit 


dated Nov. 29, according to The Charlotte Observer. 


North Carolina Republican Party chair Robin Hayes released a statementon Tuesday saying that if these allegations were true, they alone would be cause to hold a new 
election. 
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“This action by election officials would be a fundamental violation of the sense of fair play, honesty, and integrity that the Republican Party stands for,” he said in a 
statement. “We can never tolerate the state putting its thumb onthe scale. The people involved in this must be held.accountable and should it be true, this fact alone 
would likely require a new election.” 


Dallas Woodhouse, the executive director of the state Republican party, said it was likely early votes were leaked. 


( "We're almost sure those early vote totals were leaked out," Woodhouse told POLITICO. "That's where we. are. The [state elections} board's got to do whatever it does." 
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In a press conference later Tuesday afternoon, Woodhouse echoed the call for a new election to be held if the allegations proved true and said that the state board of 
elections needed to take over any special election. He also defended Harris. 


“We have'seen nothing that makes us think Mark Harris participated or would condone this behavior," Woodhouse said at the press conference. "We believe it is 


against his character." ( ) 
~ 


The earlier allegations of election fraud that originally shook the race revolve around McCrae Dowless, an independent contractor working for Harris’ campaign. —— 


Dowless reportedly oversaw an operation that collected absentee ballots from voters before submitting them, which is against the law in the state. The activity also 
allegedly took place in Bladen County. 


LETTER FROM NORTH CAROLINA 


Distrustful, Desperate and Forgotten: A Recipe for Election Fraud 
By MICHAEL GRAFF 


On Tuesday, the state Democratic Party called on Harris to answer questions regarding this scandal. 


“Mark Harris is hiding behind his lawyers,” North Carolina Democratic Party chair Wayne Goodwin said in a press conference. “Mark Harris must answer to the voters 
about what he knew:and when he knewit.” 


On Monday, McCready said his campaign team was getting ready for a potential special election. 
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The earlier allegations of election fraud that originally shook the race revolve around McCrae Dowless, an independent contractor working for Mark Harris’ campaign. | AP Photo/Chuck Burton 
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N.C. GOP says fresh misconduct allegation should trigger new House election 


By ZACH MONTELLARO J 12/11/2018 03:09 PM EST | Updated 12/11/2018 05:00 PM EST 


The North Carolina Republican Party said Tuesday that a new election should be held in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District if a new allegation regarding the 
leak of early-voting results before Election Day is proven. 


The results of the race between Republican Mark Harris and Democrat Dan McCready have already been held up over allegations of election fraud against a contractor 
for one.of Harris’ campaign consultants. But the state Democratic Party has highlighted another incident in the:inquiry into the House race, releasing a signed affidavit 
from a Bladen County poll worker alleging that the results of early votes were shared improperly before the election. 


“On Saturday, 11/3/18, the last day of early voting, the.‘tape’ showing election results at the one-stop polling site was run after the polls closed, and was viewed by 
officials at the one-stop site who were not judges. It is my understanding that this was improper,” wrote Agnes Willis, a precinct worker in the state, in an affidavit 


dated Nov. 29, according to The Charlotte Observer. 


North Carolina Republican Party chair Robin Hayes released a statement on Tuesday saying that if these allegations were true, they alone would be cause to hold a new 
election. 
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“This action by election officials would be a fundamental violation of the sense of fair play, honesty, and integrity that the Republican Party stands for,” he saidina 
statement. “We can never tolerate the state putting its thumb on the scale. The people involved in this:must be held accountable and should it be true, this fact alone. 
would likely require a new election.” 


Dallas Woodhouse, the executive director of the state Republican party, said it was likely early votes were leaked. 


“We're almost sure those early vote totals were leaked out," Woodhouse told POLITICO. "That's where we are. The [state elections] board's got to do whatever it does.” 
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In a press conference later Tuesday afternoon, Woodhouse echoed the call for a new election to be held if the allegations proved true and said that the state board of 
elections needed to take over any special election. He also defended Harris. 


"We. have seen nothing that makes us think Mark Harris participated or would condone this behavior,” Woodhouse said at the press conference. "We. believe it is 
against his character." 


The earlier allegations of election fraud that originally shook the race revolve around McCrae Dowless, an independent contractor working for Harris’ campaign. 


Dowless reportedly ovexsaw an operation that collected absentee ballots from voters before submitting them, which is.against the law in the state. The activity also 
allegedly took place in Bladen County. 


LETTER FROM NORTH CAROLINA 


Distrustful, Desperate and Forgotten: A Recipe for Election Fraud 
By MICHAEL GRAFF 


On Tuesday, the state Democratic Party called on Harris to answer questions regarding this scandal. 


“Mark Harris is hiding behind his lawyers,” North Carolina Democratic Party chair Wayne Goodwin said in a press conference. “Mark Harris must answer to the voters 
about what. he knew and when he knew it.” 


On Monday, McCready said his campaign team was getting ready for a potential special election. 
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Disbursements 
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Spender Recipient State Description ee Amount 
RED 
MARK HARRIS REIMBURSEMENT FOR 
Aeaban nee RORRSEEEy RGR SCoHEsAREHAERDRRESERES DOME NC 11/26/2018 $2,051.79 
FOR CONGRESS PRINTING 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
a DOME NC PAYROLL AND GRASSROOTS 11/26/2018 $32,634.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
eee GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
oe veeveveesssevivssseeesesesceeseesssesseees DOME NC DIGITAL ADS 11/05/2018 $15,000.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
ee ee ee GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
MAURO e ENRON ANE Rade enMa Oa Rae ES cREe HEURES DOME NC DIGITAL ADS 11/02/2018 $5,000.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
eased Sesto tc a GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
Peta RED DOME NC DIGITAL ADS 11/01/2018 $10,000.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
Siete oh Bact estos eid GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
Fe eer et oe DOME NC GRASSROOTS AND DIGITAL 11/01/2018 $31,494.81 
FOR CONGRESS 
ae eee GROUP 
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Recipient 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


State 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 
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Description 


GRASSROOTS 


GRASSROOTS AND SALARIES 
FOR STAFF 


GRASSROOTS AND SALARIES 


FOR STAFF 


GRASSROOTS AND SALARIES 
FOR STAFF 


GRASSROOTS 


GRASSROOTS AND SALARIES 
FOR STAFF 


GRASSROOTS 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 
MEDIA 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 
MEDIA 


Disbursement 
date 


10/09/2018 


09/28/2018 


09/28/2018 


09/11/2018 


09/04/2018 


09/04/2018 


08/21/2018 


08/02/2018 


08/02/2018 


Amount 


$13,750.00 


$22,790.00 


$14,463.14 


$3,260.00 


$7,628.38 


$24,512.00 


$6,030.92 


$22,433.00 


$4,973.67 
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Spender 


MARK HARRIS 
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Pre rrriiriiy) 


SUMS UE PERU RR ERE EEE AAAS DEL AvEaReE Ara eEeKNS 


PERLE ERRNOAAD ER ETTHEEOROMENSR HLTA FFAEREZZODE RES 


Recipient 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


RED 
DOME 
GROUP 


State 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


NC 


Browse Disbursements | FEC 


Description 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 
MEDIA 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 
MEDIA 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 
MEDIA 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 
MEDIA 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 
MEDIA 


ADMIN AND SALARY 


ADMIN AND SALARY 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF AND GRASSROOT 


ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
STAFF AND GRASSROOTS 


Disbursement 
date 


07/03/2018 


06/04/2018 


06/04/2018 


05/17/2018 


05/03/2018 


04/18/2018 


04/05/2018 


03/27/2018 


02/28/2018 


Amount 


$28,637.50 


$13,710.79 


$9,712.50 


$3,665.00 


$18,233.00 


$19,217.64 


$20,903.83 


$14,495.00 


$26,680.88 
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https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?two year transaction period=2018&data type=processed&committee id=CO00649236&recipient name=red... 





Spender Recipient State Description ee ns Amount 
RED ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
MARK HARRIS 
Sate Sat oe DOME NC STAFF GRASSROOTS AND 02/06/2018 $26,374.99 
FOR CONGRESS 
eee GROUP MEDIA 
RED 
MARK HARRIS ADMIN AND SALARY FOR 
Aes eucsatavensiecooaseonvensineseassonaseens DOME NC 01/08/2018 $27,837.52 
FOR CONGRESS STAFF AND PRINTING 
ee GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
ee eee DOME NC ADMIN AND SALARY 12/06/2017 $19,145.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
ee GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
aaa sasuunaruenauenennnenenereennsestacenenne DOME NC ADMIN AND SALARY 11/06/2017 $25,158.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
ee GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
OO edn eaeeeeeeenbenebentunsnersansersnentrers DOME NC ADMIN AND SALARY 10/11/2017 $24,935.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
Beacon ect ine teats GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
Uepunvunnvanesesnsseassconcesrnapemansacacan DOME NC ADMIN AND SALARY 09/05/2017 $17,683.59 
FOR CONGRESS 
aotearoa GROUP 
RED 
MARK HARRIS 
rCrecrrri rr iiereorerri Terrier iri DOME NC ADMIN AND SALARY 08/01/2017 $12,677.00 
FOR CONGRESS 
ee ee GROUP 
en 
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40 - 7.1.2.1 (b) - Exhibit LL, Second woman claims she was paid to pick up ballots in US 
House District 9 race.mp4 


Video: Joe Bruno, Second woman claims she was paid to pick up ballots in U.S. House District 9 
race, WSOCTV.COM (Dec. 5, 2018), https:/Awww.wsoctv.com/news/local/second-woman- 





claims-she-was-paid-to-pick up-ballots-in-us-house-district-9-race/883 177036?nowrap. 








41 - 7.1.2.1 (b) - Exhibit MM, Channel 9 uncovers similarities between absentee ballots in 
U.S. House.mp4 


Video: Joe Bruno, Channel 9 uncovers similarities between absentee ballots in U.S. House 
District 9 race, WSOCTV.COM (Dec. 4, 2018), https://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/channel-9- 
uncovers-similarities-between-absentee-ballots-in-us-house-district-9-race/882660808. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF CALLIE S, LOCKLEAR 


North Carolina 


County of Rabeson 
Callie S. Locklear, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly sworn, says that: 
I, Callie S. Locklear, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 
1. Tam over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. | have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 
I suffer no legal disabilities and have persona] knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


3. Ireside at 1185 N. Roberts Avenue, #A3, Lumberton, North Carolina. I am a registered 
North Carolina voter at this address and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 

general election. 

I requested an absentee ballot for the 2018 general election. 

When I received my absentee ballot, | filled out the ballot and sealed the ballot inside the 

absentee ballot envelope. 

During the early in-person voting period, I decided to bring my sealed ballot envelope to 

a “one-stop” absentee voting location. 

When I arrived at the one-stop absentee voting location a man standing outside the 

location was collecting ballots envelopes. 


a 


I did not know this man personally. 
This man offered to deliver my sealed absentee ballot envelope to the proper county 
officials inside the one-stop absentee voting location. 


oS 


10. 1 gave my sealed absentee ballot envelope to the man to deliver to the proper county 


elections officials. 
11. Ido not know whether my absentee ballot envelope was submitted to the proper county 


officials. 
12. 








{Signature Page to Follow} 
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AOS RAI ROR ANT ONDA CREAMER 


I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and 
complete. 


Name: ows Locklear 








SS ON Hug! 
aon Hunts, 





My commission expires _ 
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AFFIDAVIT on LA Le Fisen- Kartaress L 


North Carolina 
County of Bladen . 

EE ati re ii ey pra ___.,, appearing before the undersigned notary and being 
duly sworn, says that: 


J, _ tie e K oi Fin @ £— . do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


1. I am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. I have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. I suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the me ee 
3. Ireside at 7/0 wi x / rte LM bes Ve Or y gt I am Srenlemed 
North Carolina voter at this address and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018, 
general election. 
es cum meee « | oa hte a di 
5. L ence te i sas vets iin Ea dey hiv. 2, 2H & 


a es eee a 
me hued TL fies Ze Jo eg 











[Signature Page to Follow] 





I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, 
and complete. 


neon end LCR Cokie Rea AY o 


Signature: 


Date: 


Witness: 





Printed Name: _ 


| TO: BLADEN. COUNTY: BOARD OF ELECTIONS 


Phystect Address 1064 f 2469 
State Apsentee BalioeReghest Form aol seypvass St ° 








301 S Cypress St Maitng Address 
Morth-Carolina | Elizabethtown iC PO Box 512. 
ic a fm ceo 28337 Elizabethtown 
Say PHONE: 910-862-6952 ° FAX: 910-852-7820 
bikie REC! J ei bladen: boe@nesbe. gov 7 | 
ei ATE Sa mR on Ar cr Sar: RT aes 















tam requesting an'abseatee ballot.for the:: GENERAL ELECTION on MOVEMBER 6, 2 01g 
| Election Type (Peiaiary General i Municipal, Special, ete) | | flection Date 
(Woriformmation 





[WiddleName 


c pelvis, _ - 





Home Address INC. Residential address } 


= OF Ul HAIN 


ne ag 


Have you lived at this address. ney more than 30 days? Fas [J No | County'af Residence —_| Previous Name (if applicable). 


° : s e \ Bs -} ¢ 
PLAN Lapel Lt ecedetc Renta as a Mpa lla tatty arcatadanar names Re shay yaemmmeney om param derkemand St Awe ry Sat a rer . ood ~ 


H yon must: aude. arlasst one’ identification number halow. { tor saa" instructions) a Voter Registration No. i Phone {optidaal] 
Si License: gr i Numb at iS fe peng. 





Zip Code 











Pee nen nie Ln An a A i ar rua Ge OR 





| Email(optional} 






Zip Cade 


2 yYle “Mhias He 


If voter is ragisterad as: a and requésting aballotfor & partisan primary; choose.a priroary ballot. Sy 
Ej Damocfatic Cj Republican Cl Libertarian: 





ry Non-pactisan 
tfvoterisa patientin a hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home, please indicate whether you will need assistance in: marking your ballot. LJ ves J No 


iF Vas? _witati is, the name ang address of the. Hospital os: ‘Facllitys 
Ling. 


a - : 
of Pn ee gee Ane Wad, eth 


= a “le : see Ao tes te mor aig ee cr = wa caula 7 me a ss 
. Ce EON ele Taw FS ; Dip te ad wt wt OS ve En He. Stith Don A RG De 4 


if requesting; inet abeenige ballot. ory behalf off g fear relitive, iy a name, address, contact informa ation and relationshia ta: the voter: 
Requestors Name 


Cispouse  []orother/sister [parent (L) grandparent’ [J stepparent 
(Cecnite Cograndeniid [| stegchtid [Cj mother-in-law [7] fother-insiaur 
E] son-injiaw ( daughter-inelaw: [legal puardian. 
| Name of Corporation (ifappointed fegal guardian} 





Requestar’s.Address 






Requestor’s-Phone 





Requestor’s Email 





Sleds ons Ofte options below to qualify as asa caniilitary or-overseas voter: 
1(7] memiber of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on active doty and currently 





absent from,county of residence oran eligible spouse/dependent: 


4) U.S; citizen residing outside the. U.S. temporarily or indefinitely _ 
Current Address (Address where you-are currently stationed ar living ‘ovarsaas.) 











Transmit my ballot by: : at oo | Tt 4s 
(Military/Gverseas Voters. Only) U Mail (Fax [J Email 
Fax Number of Email Address 







Signature of Néar Relative/Legal Guardian (ifrapplicable) 


Ox 1/2 x 


Bate 


Pee <5 Pe Sak Matar abe So ddd a, <a Fagen Ba Pat cheese ON Wak anon Sole ele ch AMA ethene eC eae PIS eee oe IT 


“fate 
a een 


SSS 


a, 
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AFFIDAVIT OF CHRISTOPHER EASON 


North Carolina 

County of Bladen 

Christopher Eason, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly swom, says that: 
1, Christopher Eason, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


1. | am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. I have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. I suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


3. | reside at 401 Edwards Ave, Bladenboro, North Carolina. I am a registered North 
Carolina voter at this address and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 general 


election. 
4. I received an absentee ballot for the 2018 general election. 


5. Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr., also known as McCrae Dowless, came to my residence and 
asked that I give him my absentee ballot. 


6. I signed the absentee ballot envelope but left the ballot completely blank. I did not make 
any selections in any of the contests on the ballot. 


7. I gave McCrae Dowless the absentee ballot envelope and ballot. I did not seal the ballot 
in the absentee ballot envelope. 


7 Kw Mel yae_Powless pevcoialy, 

















[Signature Page to Follow] 
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ine 






Y | declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and 
complete. 





Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this the a. 


i WH, 
e Let 
Re OAR} 


S 2 


4a,,, ™ ‘ yv 
aay 


“ui, NO 


Pup - 


sy 
en 


ast 





‘fOgy cos” - 


“tinea 


aa 


1295 of 2658 
BLADEN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 


ee Z 
State Absentee BalloR Baa Et iF 301 § Cyprase St _ is 


ts : Mailing Address 
North Carolina ee eee Elizabethtown NC PO Box 512 
28337 Elizabethtown 


PHONE: 910-862-6951 FAX: 910-862-7820 
bladen.boe@nesbe.gov 





jam requesting an absentee ballot forthe: — -____ GENERAL ELECTION | on _NOVEMBER 
. Seen ae ae Sea eee snee zis Flectio 


et 


‘Voter Information _ ogee hoe Ce ee 
Last Name | ‘aie Name. 


CRS on POR cictop Her 


Home Address (NC Residential Address.) | ‘Mailing Address (If different than home address.) 


7 pei AYA) 


"2 ‘State; ‘|p Code .| City 


shai POO AC LE F29 


_E you U1 at this address for more than 30 days? Fl ves Ty Yes o Nos 


























‘County of Residence Previous Name {if applicable) 


mode 


Registration No. | Phone (optional) | Email (optional) 
Optional 











lf “No,” indicate the date of your move: 






You must provide at least one identificationnu 
NC License or 1D Numbar 





State. | Zip Code 


if voter Is registered as Unaffiliated and requesting a ballot for a partisan primary, choose a primary ballot preference. 
L) Bemocratic [1 Republican J Libertarian (J Non-partisan 


if voter is a patient in a hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home, please indicate whether you will need assistance In marking your ballot. [_] Yes [.] No 






ae ee what is the name and address of the hospital or facility: 
CUE ACER PUES Set 3 PENS CEI LL Dr GD SEAT E roe PATIENT Aon PRR Oe ae ORS GEST ATO NEL N UNGER SRR TS. Pere ea EES ES LOE IG ESAT ET SEAN in Ne RED DOOR Gee 8 GR HEA FOES 
if requesting an absentee baifot on behalf of a near poane: list your name, address, contact information and relatianship to the voter: 
Requestor’s Name . Lspouse ()brother/sister [parent [grandparent [| stepparent 
e OD child [J grandchild [] stepchild (] mother-in-law (CJ father-in-law 
[1 son-in-law (J daughter-in-law [J legal guardian 


Requestor’s Address Name of Corporation (if appointed tegal guardian) | 








| City State | Zip Code 











Recuestor’s Phone Reguestor's Email | 


For. Military/Overseas Citizens, Only, (may.only be signed by. the voter; may not be signed by. a tiear telative/guardian).. 

Select one of the options below to qualify as a military or overseas voter: 

[] Mernber of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on active duty and currently absent from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent. 

[ ] U.S. citizen residing outside the U.S. temporarily or indefinitely . 

Current Address (Address where you are currently stationed or living overseas.) Transmit my ballot by: 
(Military/Overseas Voters Only) © 
Fax: Number or Email Address 


LJ Mail L] Fax 7 Email 


es Signature of Near: Relati Ve/ Legal Guardian (if Applicable). | 


3 1X 
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- _ EXHIBIT A i o4 9 12,.0f 26 


TO: BLADEN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 





\D 
a ‘am Se x , Phyleal Aczress 
State Absentee Ballot Request Form 304 S Cypress St theiling address Y 
North Carolina Elizabethtown NC PO Box $22 
28337 Elizabethtown 
PHONE: 910-862-6952 FAX: 910-862-7820 ( 
bladén.boe@ncsbe.gov 





| FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS I FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NCGENERAL STATUTES. 








lam requesting an absentee ballot for the: GENERAL ELECTION on _NOVEMBER 6S, 2018 7 

— = a oat lection Type (Primary, Generol, Municipol. Special, etc.) Election Date 

Voter Information =|. oars 

Last Narne First Name Middle Name ~“T Dato of Bic: 
Bus [lapck Vengle § Fat 

Home Address (NC Residential Address.} Mailing Address (if different than home address.) 








109 Grimsieu Farm td 


Zip Code rr 
Aladenbors nclagoor 


Have you lived at this address for more than 30 days? CL} Yes [_] No County of Residence Previous Name {if applice ble) 


Ernail (@ptional) 





Absentee Voting Information 


Absentee Mailing Adcress (Where should the ballot be mailed?) 2 ws one a an’ ta 


if voter ts registered as Unaffiliated and requesting a ballot-for a partisan primary, choose a primary ballot preference. 
[} Democratic ["] Republican [_] libertarian (] Non-gartisan 


\f voter is a patient in a hospital, dinic, nursing home or resthome, please indicate whether you will need assistance in marking your ballot, L}¥es LJNo 





_ff "Yes” what is the name and address of the hospital or facili 





if requesting on aheaniae ballot on behalf of a pian fist Your name, ica saab dacmetans ond relationship to the voter: 


Requestor’s Name [| spouse 1] Brother /sister _] parent L] grandparent CJ stepparent 
1} child [_] grendchita []stepchitd [} mother-in-law |} fatherin-taw 
{_] son-in tavs |_|] daughter-in-law [_] legal guardian 

‘Requester’s Address Name of Corporation (Ifapnointed legal guardian} 


ma intl ne 


For Military/Overseas Citizens Only (may only be signed by the voter; may not be signed by a near retative/guardian) 
Select one of the-options below to qualify as a military or overseas voter: 

rs Member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on.active duty and currently absent from county of residence pr an eligible spouse/dependent. 

[| US. citizen residing outside the U.S. temporarily or indefinitel 

Current Address (Address where you are currently stationed or living overseas.) 


Transmit my batlot by: | . 
(Military/Overseas Voters Only) [] mal (_] Fax 


Fax Number or Email Address 


(_] Emeit 








Signature of Voter (voter only) 
x 


© Ol tet) 


Signature of Near Relatia 


S-(4-if XK 
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| declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and 
complete. 


Name: Douglas Bullard g 





os # : sae ik J i Ra ae fe fod yr Of 
ee 


, cP i Wh / , 
Date: fbn p- Z } ~ / 






Sworm to (ar affirmed) and subscribed before me this theo) © a : 


TS e 


fom Way - Ayn om 





nol ra\P h they 


we, ang No § printed or typed name 
“", oy coun tary p typ 
44504; 44 


sy 
wr 


#ee,. ana’ 
446 tea Ah 


My commission expires \ 77 OYE 
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AFFIDAVIT OF HAZEL GUYTON 


North Carolina 

County of Bladen 

Hazel Guyton, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly sworn, says that: 
1, Hazel Guyton, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


1. | am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. J have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and 1f called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. I suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


3. Ireside at 208 West Walnut Street, Apartment 6D, Bladenboro Apartments, 
Bladenboro, North Carolina. I am a registered North Carolina voter at this address 
and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 general election. 


4. JT requested an absentee ballot in the recent election and it was mailed to me. | do this 
because I am disabled. 


5. I filled out the absentee ballot and put it in the envelope and sealed it. Leslie McCrae 
Dowless Jr., also known as McCrae Dowless, came by to pick it up. He has been 


doing that for me for several years. 


6. There was a woman with McCrae Dowless when he picked up my balJlot. 1 didn’t 
know her and don’t recall her name. 


7. lI assume but don’t know for sure whether McCrae Dowless turmed in my ballot. I 
thought he was going to do that. I have known him since he was a little boy. 


8. I did not vote at the polling place on Election Day. 


9. McCrae Dowless told me that he was picking up ballots for other people who live in 
the Bladenboro Apartments. 


[Signature on the Following Page] 
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{ declare that te the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein ts true, correct, 
and complete. 


( Name: Emma Shipman 
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sraTzorNortHcarouNA ) Exhibit 7.1.2.2 _ 
) AFFIDAVIT OF L, Bis \ 
COUNTY OF BLADEN 


1 of 96 
, 





The undersigned, being first duly sworn, upon personal knowledge and belief. does say and depose as 





follows: 
l, I am over the age of eighteen (18) years old, ] am of sound mind and body, and | suffer no legal 
disabilities. If called as a witness, I can testify completely to the matters set forth herein, 
2: J am a resident of Bladen County, North Carolina, and I am a registered voter of said county and 
state. 
a My contact information is as follows: 
Address: 
Telephone: 
Email: 
4. I allege and state as follows: 


LAG A nAy fA ik m4 7 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA _ ) 
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) AFFIDAVIT OF VV. 





COUNTY OF BLADEN ) 


The undersigned, being first duly sworn, upon personal knowledge and belief, does say and depese as 


follows: 


1. 


a 


Address: 


Telephone: 





I am over the age of eighteen (18) years old, | am of sound mind and body, and I suffer no legal 
disabilities. If called as a witness, I can testify completely to the matters set forth herein. 

Iam a resident of Bladen County, North Carolina, and] am a registered voter of said county and 
state. 


My contact information is.as follows: 





| : 
I allege and state as follows: _-* {L/L Sn 





Pll 





Further affiant saith naught. Exhibit 7.1.2.2 22 of 96 , 


| day of November, 2018. 
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ih gnature . 





tf _--* Printed Name — 








L Trelena C. Brow 


Vitness to Siena a * Printed Name 





STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF BLADEN 
I, , a Notary Public, do hereby certify that 
personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing instrument for the 


purposes therein described. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal, this the __ day of November, 2018. 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


My Commission expires: 


ee ee ee 
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Absentee Application and Certificate 
Fraudulently or — completing this form is a Class | felony under Chapter 163 of the N.C. General Statufes 
following people are PROHIBITED from signing the Witnesses" Certification: 
N For earn who ore ‘tients ESS the candidal a bane omni , nursing home, or adult care home: (1) an owner, manager, director, or employee t 
f, 
s facility; is individual Sno holds any federal, Sister of local boat Bente office office: and (3) an individual who holds office in a State, congressional _courily or erect polical 
N party Gr organzation, of who is a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or political party. 
— 
~ 
i ee anes Witnesses’ Certification 

fa applying absentee voter, Option 4: Two (2) Wimncases 
lo J Perches . er lead a5 an affifate of the on this: iy in eae a0picaton | recent reas 2 y Pubic Is toe Witvass} 
| SKAKE WACCAMAW. NC 28450 ) CAS icetaapion a Lam areas poe eG a piitrary Meee etal RAAETING cos end ten ciths Canela Tha lel ened ae enindee 
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Inthe ewort hat a ecard Prony fo Ruroff Ekcton) seated. 
{ rocuaek ut ae stmeitaaanpacasen and bell be eves ae Ucertly that. ~ The voter requested my assistance 1 centy that‘on te Mee oR - o 
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| OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL | | 


TO: LUCY MITCHELL YOUNG 
32JANDLDR 
LAKE WACCAMAW. NC 28450 
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AFFIDAVIT OF MELISSA WILLIAMS 


North Carolina 


County of Bladen 
Melissa Williams, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly sworn, says that: 
1, Melissa Williams, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


]. lam over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. I have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


iW 


| suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


3. lreside at 10987 S College St # 2, Clarkton, North Carolina. I] am a registered North 
Carolina voter at this address and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 general 
election. 


4, JT requested an absentee ballot for the 2018 general election. 
5. After ] received my absentee ballot, a woman came to my residence. 
6. I did not knew this woman personally. 


7. This woman offered to deliver my absentee ballot and absentee ballot envelope to the 
county elections officials. 


8. I gave my absentee ballot and absentee ballot envelope to this woman to deliver to the 
county elections officials. 


9. The absentee ballot was not sealed inside the absentee ballot envelope when | gave the 
absentee ballot and absentee ballot envelope to the woman. 


== 
— 


_} de not know whether my absentee ballot and absentee ballot envelope were submitted to 
the proper county officials. 






= 


lk, 2s filled aA the Da 


“eo ee 





[Signature Page to Follow] 
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} declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and 


complete. 


Name: Melissa Williams 









ety ; 
£9 r eh Nyy rng | Pe PAK | ; v 9 
aa OTAR x Notary Public 
z  $} r 3 
& ~UBLY ae eed hit OMY 
“ TEN uw ~ a Notary’s printed or typed name 


He 


My commission expires =o 5 — | oO Ge 20 ARS 
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AFFIDAVIT OF MELOBY COVINGTON 


North Carolina 


County of Bladen 


Melody Covington, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly swom, says that: 


I, Melody Covington, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


I. 


tw 


] am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. ] have personal 
knowledge of the facts here. and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


[ suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


I reside at 303 Pecan Street, Apt. 1]B. Bladenboro, North Carolina. | am a registered 
North Carolina voter at this address and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 


general election. 
IT requested an absentee ballot for the 20)8 general election. 
After ] received my absentee ballot, a woman came to my residence. 


This woman offered to deliver my absentee ballot to the county elections officials. 
] did not know this woman personally. 


I refused 10 give my absentee ballot to this woman. 


After this incident, | decided to go vote in-person on Election Day instead of submitting 


my absentee ballot. 


i SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS GS 77> Se or, 





[Signature Page to Follow] 





Exhibit 7.1.2.2 28 of 96 


! declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct 
and complete. 


Name: Melody Covington 








co Notary Public 
sont Wy,’ ity ps 
oS <i 
ae 3 a \ah : 
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ey, “EN © oun _ 
tine O ae 


My commission expires 
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AFFIDAVIT OF NICHOLE M. NIMMONS 


North Carolina 


County of Bladen 


Nichole M. Nimmons, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly sworn, says that: 


1, Nichole M. Nimmons, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


ba 


] am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. ] have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


] suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 
I reside at 10898 S. College Street, #42, Clarkton, North Carolina. I am a registered 


North Carolina voter at this address and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 
general election 


. | have been told that my name is on a public records list of voters who requested an 


absentee ballot for the 2018 general election. 


] never requested an absentee ballot for the 2018 general ejection and never received an 
absentee ballot for the general election. 


1 do not know why my name ts on a list of voters who requested an absentee ballot for the 
2018 general election. 


. I voted in-person on Election Day for the 2018 general election. 

















{Signature Page to Follow] 





| i Exhibit 7.1.2.2 .°  '300f96 


see eeAT 
Py 






I seca that to the best of 1 my knowledge and belief, the information herein j Is true, correct, and ( 
complete. 









Name: Nichole M. Nimmons 
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" My commission expires 
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AFFIDAVIT OF STEPHANIE E. PAGE 
North Carolina 


County of Robeson 
Stephanie E. Page, appearing before the undersigned notary ard being duly sworn, says that: 
i, Stephanie E. Page, da declare the follawing under penalty of perjury: 


|. Tam over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina, [ have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. lsuffer na legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set ferth herein. 

3. Treside at 2112 Turner Place, Lumbertan, North Carolina, | am a registered North 
Carolina voter at this address and was eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018 general 
election, 


4. Irequested an absentee ballot for the 2018 general election. 


§. When I received my absentee ballot, 1 filled out the ballot and sealed the ballot inside the 
absentee ballot envelope. 


6, After I sealed my absentee ballot envelope, a man came to my residence and offered to 
deliver my absentee ballot envelope to the county elections officials. 


a | 


I did not know this man personally. 
8. i gave my absentee ballot envelope to this man to deliver to the county elections officials. 


%. Ido not know whether this man delivered my absentee ballot envelope to the county 
elections afficials. 





SS I hI I I (cA 





{Signature Page te Follaw] 
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I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and 
complete, 








Af Ras 





My commission expires 
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AFFIDAVIT OF BEN SNYDER 


North Carolina 


County of Bladen 


Ben Snyder, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly swom, says that: 


1, Ben Snyder, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


l. 


I am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. I have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


I suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 

I am the current Chairman of the Bladen County Democratic Party. 

Following the November 6, 2018, election, I obtained information regarding a new tactic 
that Leslie McCrae Dowless, Jr., was using in the 2018 election cycle; namely, 


intentionally losing voters’ absentee ballots. This information was conveyed to me by 
Bladen County Board of Elections member Bobby Ludlum. 


. According to Mr. Ludlum, Mr. Dowless described this new tactic to Ms. Cynthia Shaw, 


Bladen County Board of Elections Director, at the Board of Electicns, on some date prior 
to my conversation with Mr. LudJum. While the exact language of each party is not 
certain, I understand the substance of this conversation was generally as follows: 


Dowless: “Well, I have added anew trick” 
Shaw: “What is it?” 


Dowless: “I am throwing ballots into the trash.” 


{Signature Page to Follow] 
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I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, 
and complete. 


Name: Ben Snyder 





Ws 
sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this the | a day of WD 6 ( 0 n4o.07 ) , 2018. 


A We 
qvt {ty t 





wo x 
& ot mle los 
< > & se 
oo Stee 
= yO 08 
a Fup =: 





4 


Vy A 
“uN coun x 


ae 


x 
% 
a 


7 Notary’s printed or T typed name 


My commission expires hanch | ON, 20L5. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF DWIGHT SHEPPARD 
COUNTY OF BLADEN ' 


The undersigned, being first duly sworn, upon personal knowledge and belief, does say and depose as 


follows: 
P | am over the age of eighteen (18) years old. | am of sound mind and body, and I sutfer no legal 
disabilities. If called as a witness, | can testify completely to the matters set forth herein. 
2 | am a resident of Bladen County. North Carolina, and ] am a registered voter of said county and 
state. 
x My contact information 1s as follows: 


Address: 20134 NC Hwy 87 W 

St. Pauls, NC 28384 
Telephone: 910-813-9729 
Email: sheppadl(a@embarqmail.com 

4. ! allege and state as follows: 

It is common knowledge that Leslie McCrae Dowless, Jr.. was working for the Mark Harris Campaign 
in the Primary Election and General Election of 2018. 

On election day. November 6, 2018, | was outside the Bethel Precinct polling site in Dublin, NC. 1 
overheard a group of people talking, and someone said that Leslic McCrae Dowless, Jr.. would receive a bonus 
in the amount of $40.000.00 from the Mark Harris campaign if Mark Harris won the election over Dan 
McCready. 

Also on election day, November 6, 2018. outside the Hollow Precinct polling site in Tarheel, NC, | 
overheard Tommy White of Bethel precinct say that he had received an absentee ballot in the mail which he had 


not ordered. 
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Further affiant saith naught. 


This the 29" day,of November, 2018. 


Dwight Sheppard 
Printed Name 





JLo Ce Matthew J. Dixon 
Witness to Signature Printed Name 
a ies 
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STATE @F NORTH CAROLINA oe 


COUNTY QF BLADEN 





appeared before me this day and acknowlé Bed the ion execution of the aaa instrument for the purposes 
therein described. . ( 








Witness my hand and notariat , 
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My Commission expires: = a a Ae 7 = 
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) AFFIDAVIT OF HERMAN DUNN 
COUNTY OF BLADEN ) 


The undersigned, being first duly sworn, upon personal knowledge and belief, does say and depose as 


follows: 
I. I am over the age of eighteen (18) years old, I am of sound mind and body, and I suffer no legal 
disabilities. If called as a witness, I can testify completely to the matters set forth herein. 
2. J am a resident of Cumberland County, North Carolina, and I am a registered voter of said 
county and state. 
a My contact information is as follows: 


Address: GP : = - le. Fer, Cd Ta AL ve f be. Ltd fe. | Fel 
I 83 OG 
Telephone: C /6) 5) G “om FS 9 


Email: rN Az/ Se a1, oe ‘ 
4. J allege and state as follows: 
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Further affiant saith naught. 





Thisthe = day of November, 2018. 





Dew 


Printed Name 


Trewtis Soa <-t © 





Witness to Si snature —_ Printed Name 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF __ 
I _______, a Notary Public, do hereby certify that Herman Dunn personally 


appeared before me this dav day ar and idiaoknowicdeed the due execution of the foregoing instrument for the purposes 
therein described. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal, this the day of November, 2018. 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


My Commission expires: 
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Exhibit 7.1.2.2 44 of 96 
AFFIDAVIT OF JENS LUTZ 


North Carolina 

County of Bladen 

Jens Lutz, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly swom, says that: 
I, Jens Lutz, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


1. I am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. I have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. I suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


3. I am a former member of the Bladen County Board of Elections (the “Board’’). I resigned 
from the Board on December 8, 2018. 


4. Prior to resigning from the Board, I learned many facts that made me question the 
security and integrity of Bladen County elections. 


5. At all times relevant herein, Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr., also known as McCrae Dowless, 
has had a close relationship with Cynthia Shaw, the Bladen County Board of Elections 
Director, and Gina Ward, the Bladen County Board of Elections Deputy Director. 


6. Itis my understanding that during prior election years, Board staff allowed Mr. Dowless 
to take and copy unredacted absentee ballot request forms, which include social security 
numbers, driver’s license numbers, state ID numbers, and signatures. Upon information 
and belief, this information gave Mr. Dowless the ability to request absentee ballots for 
anyone who has ever voted by absentee ballot by mail tn the recent past. 


7. Inthe course of our supervisory duties, we discovered that several forged absentee ballot 
request forms were submitted for the 2018 general election, including one request form 
on behalf of a deceased person, another submitted on behalf of a relative of fellow Board 
member Bobby Ludlum, and another submitted on behalf of a relative of Ms. Shaw. 
When I asked Ms. Shaw whether she had provided the State Board of Elections with the 
absentee ballot request form that had been submitted on behalf of the deceased 
individual, she informed me that she had not and that she had instead contacted Mr. 
Dowless and talked to him about it. I had previously provided a copy of the request form 
and a copy of the death certificate to the State Board of Elections. 


8. Itis my understanding that Open Records Laws allow citizens to receive information 
from County Boards of Election regarding when absentee ballots would be sent to 
specific voters. Mr. Dowless abused this provision in the law by regularly receiving such 
information (contained in a report titled “Absentee Ballot Voter Correspondence Report”) 
from Board staff , allowing Mr. Dowless to send his workers to those voters right after 
the ballots arrived. Because the race of the voter is included on this report, Mr. Dowless 
could have used it to target African American voters. On one occasion in the fall of 2018, 
I witnessed Mr. Dowless pressuring Board staff to provide this information to him. I 
confronted Mr. Dowless and told him that the Board office was closed. He responded___ 
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AFFIDAVIT OF JENS LUTZ 


North Carolina 


County of Bladen 


Jens Lutz, appearing before the undersigned notary and being duly swom, says that: 


I, Jens Lutz, do declare the following under penalty of perjury: 


lie 


I am over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. I have personal 
knowledge of the facts here, and if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


I suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein. 


. [am a former member of the Bladen County Board of Elections (the “Board”). I resigned 


from the Board on December 8, 2018. 


Prior to resigning from the Board, I learned many facts that made me question the 
security and integrity of Bladen County elections. 


At all tines relevant herein, Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr., also known as McCrae Dowless, 
has had a close relationship with Cynthia Shaw, the Bladen County Board of Elections 
Director, and Gina Ward, the Bladen County Board of Elections Deputy Director. 


It is my understanding that during prior election years, Board staff allowed Mr. Dowless 
to take and copy unredacted absentee ballot request forms, which include social security 
numbers, driver’s license numbers, state ID numbers, and signatures. Upon information 
and belief, this information gave Mr. Dowless the ability to request absentee ballots for 

anyone who has ever voted by absentee ballot by mail tn the recent past. 


In the course of our supervisory duties, we discovered that several forged absentee ballot 
request forms were submitted for the 2018 general election, including one request form 
on behalf of a deceased person, another submitted on behalf of a relative of fellow Board 
member Bobby Ludlum, and another submitted on behalf of a relative of Ms. Shaw. 
When I asked Ms. Shaw whether she had provided the State Board of Elections with the 
absentee ballot request form that had been submitted on behalf of the deceased 
individual, she informed me that she had not and that she had instead contacted Mr. 
Dowless and talked to him about it. I had previously provided a copy of the request form 
and a copy of the death certificate to the State Board of Elections. 


It is my understanding that Open Records Laws allow citizens to receive information 
from County Boards of Election regarding when absentee ballots would be sent to 
specific voters. Mr. Dowless abused this provision in the law by regularly receiving such 
information (contained in a report titled “Absentee Ballot Voter Correspondence Report’’) 
from Board staff , allowing Mr. Dowless to send his workers to those voters right after 
the ballots arrived. Because the race of the voter 1s included on this report, Mr. Dowless 
could have used it to target Afmcan American voters. On one occasion in the fall of 2018, 
I witnessed Mr. Dowless pressuring Board staff to provide this information to him. I 
confronted Mr. Dowless and told him that the Board office was closed. He responded 
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angrily, and my fellow Board of Elections member, Mr. Ludlum, went outside to explain 
the situation, after which he left the Board of Elections. 


9, Itis my understanding that.Ms. Shaw had the ability to access the mail-in absentee ballot 
results prior to Election Day. She could do this by taking the thumb drive from the mail- 
in absentee ballot voting machine and inserting it into a computer that could read the 
results. She did not need to print a voting machine tape to get the results. 


10. 1 know of one person who claims to have overheard Mr. Dowless bragging about pre- 
election candidate vote totals to multiple people after one-stop in-person, early voting 
ended, indicating that he was aware of the one-stop early voting totals, and that the 
candidate or candidates he supported were tn the lead. 


11. The Board office security is lax. A key to the absentee ballot room is kept on a wall in the 
Board office. Accordingly, anyone with access to the Board office can easily access the 
absentee ballot room. Absentee ballots were kept in zipped bags in the absentee ballot 
room. 


12. The Board does not see the absentee ballots until the Board staff presents the ballots to 
the Board. When the Board staff receives absentee ballots, the Board staff codes the 
ballots (using the absentee ballot envelope bar code) into the system and creates an initial 
report. The absentee ballots are then presented to the Board. In multiple instances, there 
were discrepancies between the imtial report and the actual the number of ballots 
presented to the Board. 


13. ] was informed that two voters, Emma Shipman and Datesha Montgomery, had been 
visited by a woman (later identified as Lisa Britt) who collected their absentee ballots. I 
checked Board records to confinn whether the absentee ballots had been returned to the 
Board; they had not been. I then met with Ms. Shipman and Ms. Montgomery, separately, 
and obtained statements regarding their experiences. 


14, Several days after Ms. Shipman’s statement had been received by Ms. Shaw, I was told 


by Ms. Shipman that the same woman who had initially collected her ballot had brought 
her ballot back to her, sealed in the ballot envelope and signed by two witnesses, 
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I declare that to the best of my knowled ge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, 


and complete. 
Name: Jens Lutz , 
Signature: 


Date: 
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Affidavit of Kenneth Simmons 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF BLADEN 


The Undersigned, Kenneth Simmons, being duly sworn deposes and says: 


1. tam over the age of 18 and a resident of the state of North Carolina. | have personal knowledge 
of the facts herein, and, if called as a witness, can testify completely thereto. 


2. |! suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth below. 


3. During the campaign, my wife and | were working putting out signs for a local candidate. While 
we were in Dublin attending a meeting of Republicans, we spoke with McRae Dowless. During 
the conversation, we noticed that Mr. Dowless had in his possession a large number of absentee 
ballots. .| questioned his reason for having that many ballots. He stated that he had over 800 
ballots in his possession. | asked him why he had not turned them in. He sated you don’t do 

that until the last day because the opposition would know how many votes they had to make 
up. My concern was that these ballots were not going to be turned in. 


| declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information herein Is true, correct, and 
complete. 


a tis_!l dayot_L¥embyn _ 201% 






Subscribed and sworn before me, | Dshd Cunrdinls Lami vez. A Notary Public a 


and for the County and State above, do hereby declare The Affiant, 


Simmons did appear personally.before me and furnish 
to me adequate identification of proving their identity a stated that she) did sign this 
document Anais wn, ve will on this l day of 
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Bladen counted early votes too 
soon in 2018. Witness alleges 
numbers were leaked. 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
vy f 3 @ 
DECEMBER 10, 2018 05:47 PM, 
UPDATE D DECEMBER 11, 2018 05:34 AM 





Investigators want to learn whether political operators illegally 
harvested absentee ballots in Bladen and neighboring Robeson County, 
leading to a fraud investigation that has the 9th District congressional 


race in limbo. 
By John D. Simmons and Matt Walsh 


WASHINGTON __ Bladen County election workers tallied the 
results of early voting before Election Day in violation of 
state rules and are accused of allowing outsiders to view 
them, a precinct worker wrote in an affidavit released by 
state Democrat 





By continuing to use this site, you give your consent to our use of cookies for analytics, personalization and ads. Ree 


https:/Awww.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics government/article2228989 75. html 1/8 


2/17/2019 


The allegations raise new questions about missteps in an 
election fraud case in North Carolina’s 9th Congressional 
District race that has garnered national attention and held up 
certification of the U.S. House contest. 


The report showing totals from Bladen County’s only early 
voting location was run on Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018 from 1:44 
p.m. to 1:46 p.m., according to a copy released by the State 
Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, which is 
investigating voting irregularities among mail-in absentee 
ballots in Bladen and Robeson counties. 


Due to the investigation, the board has refused to certify the 
results of the election between Republican Mark Harris and 
Democrat Dan McCready. The board plans to hold an 
evidentiary hearing before Dec. 21, but no date or location 
has been announced. 


SIGN UP AND SAVE 


Get six months of free digital access to The Charlotte Observer 


SUBSCRIBE WITH GOOGLE #READLOCAL 


Under North Carolina election law, “if one-stop ballots ... are 
counted electronically, that count shall commence at the 
time the polls close.” Polls closed in North Carolina on Nov. 
6 at 7:30 p.m. “One-stop voting,” which is what early voting 
is called in North Carolina, ended on Nov. 3, according to 
the state board. A 2016 memo from the state board 
reinforced those policies. 


“Recent events have highlighted the need to ensure that the 
critical responsibilities of canvassing an election are as 
uniform across the state as our polling place procedures, 
wrote Kim Strach, the executive director of the state board to 
county boards of elections in a June 7, 2016 memo. 


A section of the nine-page memo is headlined: “Counting of 
Absentee Ballots on Election Day.” 


But the procedures laid out in the memo were not followed in 
Bladen County in 2018, according to documents released by 
the state board and an affidavit signed by a precinct worker. 


wo“ On. Saturdav...1.1./3./18.. the last.dav.of earlvvatin gn thee. 


HVS tal tcenibeng seed eee RCN ee imbecile SELLER eee ut ERD Se A ate ama ee tet fae 





NBA commissioner Adam Silver on the delay in All-Star 
Game coming to Charlotte 


VIEW MORE VIDEO — 


TRENDING STORIE. 
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The NBA All-Star Celebrity Game was looking weak. 
Then some strong basketball saved it. 


FEBRUARY 16, 2019 02:26 AM 


The NFL reaches a settlement with Colin Kaepernick. 
And EVERYONE is talking about it 


FEBRUARY 16, 2019 08:00 AM 


Driver fatally shoots stranger who jumped on car hood, 
broke window in Charlotte 


FEBRUARY 16, 2019 07:00 PM 


Hornets rookie Miles Bridges’ Larry Johnson tribute not 
enough in slam-dunk contest 


FEBRUARY 16, 2019 11:06 PM 
‘The Batman’ Gets 2021 Release Date 
SPONSORED Connatix 
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. was run after the polls closed, and was viewed by officials at FEBRUARY 16, 2019 @7:53 PM 
the one-stop site who were not judges. It is my understanding 
that this was improper,” precinct worker Agnes Willis wrote 
in a affidavit dated Nov. 29. 


Willis was one of three witnesses who signed the early vote 
results, certifying that it was an accurate count. Valeria 
Peacock McKoy, the interim director of the Bladen County 
Board of Elections, confirmed that Willis was a precinct 
worker during the election. 


McKoy said she was not aware of votes being counted early 
or being seen by outside people. 


“T don’t know anything about that,” she told The News & THINGS TO DO 
Observer on Friday. | 

Copeland 

Ble ys : . ; Amos’ Southend 

Willis is registered as a Democrat, according to state voting Charlotte, NC 
records. She has voted in Democratic primaries in North Sun 2/17/19 at 8pm 
Carolina since registering in 2008. Willis voted early in the 
2018 election. Gucci Mane 

Ink N ivy 

2 Charlotte, NC 

McCready mentioned the affidavit and the possibility of sun.2/17/19 at 10pm 
“leaked” early voting numbers during a Monday morning 
appearance on MSNBC's “Morning Joe.” Trevor Noah 

U.S. Cellular Center Asheville 
ae Asheville, NC 

The Bladen County Board of Elections may have leaked 
ot : Sun 2/17/19 at 8pm 
early vote information to people who weren't supposed to see 
°4 9) : e¢ | Fe IG 5 ages . . 
it, McCraay eae ana S EoemIaHOn that is erat ole toa The Hoozies 
campaign, that is an important factor in how a campaign | 
. The Orange Peel 

spends resources, all that sort of thing.” Asheville, NC 

Sun2/17/19 at8pm 
The early vote total shows 2,471 votes for Harris, 1,908 

: ‘ : ; SEE ALL EVENTS » 

votes for McCready and 53 votes for Libertarian candidate 
Jeff Scott. 
In all, Harris won 5,413 votes in Bladen County, while 
McCready won 3,856. Scott took 129 votes. 
That kind of data — how many votes each candidates had 
banked in early voting — would be valuable to campaigns 
seeking late-minute information. or operatives collecting mail- 
in absentee ballots, especially if only one side had the 
information. Voters in the counties allege that strangers, 
some working for McCrae Dowless, who was paid by the 
Harris campaign through a consulting firm, collected ballots 
from them at their homes. 
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Dowless, 62, has been identified as a person of interest by 
the state board in its investigation. 


The McCready campaign said in a text message that no one 
associated with the campaign saw early vote totals from 
Bladen County before Election Day. Attempts to contact the 
Harris campaign were unsuccessful. 


Willis also wrote that the number of absentee ballots from a 
specific precinct concerned her. 


“Also, after the election, as part of my duties as an assistant, 
I fed ballots into the vote tabulation machines. The absentee 
mail-in ballots were distinctive due to the folding creases and 
wear and tear present on the ballots, as well as coding 
written on the ballots. I noticed a very large number of 
ballots from the Bethel precinct,” Willis wrote in her 
affidavit. 


Multiple attempts to contact Willis and Mitch Edwards, 
another precinct worker who signed the vote tally, were 
unsuccessful. 


The affidavit was one of several turned into the state board 
by the North Carolina Democratic Party. 
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What’s the political controversy in North Carolina’s 9th 
district? 
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Brian Murphy covers North Carolina’s congressional delegation and 
state issues from Washington, D.C., for The News & Observer, The 
Charlotte Observer and The Herald-Sun. He grew up in Cary and 
graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill. He previously worked for news 
organizations in Georgia, Idaho and Virginia, Reach him at 202.383.6089 
or bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com. 
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NASCAR star, wife hid devastating secret on banquet red carpet. 
They hope sharing will help. 


BY BRENDAN MARKS 
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FEBRUARY 17, 2019 07:00 AM, 


In vitro fertilization (IVF) gave NASCAR star Kyle Busch and wife Samantha a son, Brexton, and in 2018 promised a daughter. They found out 
about their miscarriage the night of NASCAR’s awards banquet, but are still dedicated to giving back. 


KEEP READING — 
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NC Elections Investigator Seized Bladen County Absentee Ballot 
Forms 
By STEVE HARRISON (/PEOPLE/STEVE HARRISON) . NOV 28, 2018 
© Tweet (http://twitter.com/intent/tweet? * Share (htt; 
htt p%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurLcom%2 7t8nj&text=NC%20Elections% 20investigat or% 20Seized% 20Bladen% 20Count y% 20Absent ee% 20Ballot% 20F u=http%3/ 
| 
(//www.wfae.org/sites/wfae/files/styles/x_large/public/201808/harris_mccready_compjpg) 
The chief investigator for the N.C. Board of Elections seized absentee ballots and eneviopes from Bladen County after the Nov. 6 election. 
MARK HARRIS FOR CONGRESS / DAN MCC READY FOR CONGRESS 
The chief investigator for the North Carolina Board of Elections took absentee by mail ballot request forms and their return envelopes 
from Bladen County immediately after the Nov. 6 election, according to the chair of the county's board of elections. 
( Listen 


si EXHIBIT 


N.C. Board of Elections focuses on Bladen County absentee ballots. ee | 





Bobby Ludlum, chair of the Bladen County Board of Elections, told WFAE Wednesday that the board's chief investigator, Joan Fleming, 
came to Elizabethtown to get the records during the week of the election. 


"She was here the day after, or around that time, said Ludlum, a Republican who chairs the county's board. "I've heard rumors and 
allegations (about what they are looking for) but they haven't said anything." 


Bladen County is in the 9th Congressional District. 


The State Board of Elections voted 9-0 Tuesday not to certify the results of that race, where Republican Mark Harris is leading Democrat 
Dan McCready by 905 votes. It cited a state statute that allows the board to take any action to ensure that an election is determined 
“without taint.of fraud or corruption and without irregularities” that may have changed the results of an election. 


VTBIONE OTIIEISR” LATS IO She PPE ILOUSI 95 95 the Ite BE 
Be HS, een cance eis TREAD ON POE HORN CARE, BOO 3 gx nseaei ge. 
a 3 Shy 58 NOR PRB 29S Brorrble Beppes nek Fam Godot § erg KNOX 5 Bae cass Borys Dik >Biae” 
Pr HV ANELDE YY WOODY ag 66 (PH BILD AL eon BY AOE 
Maracas J SULR BRATS EAIE We RE TEE BES MAD Line BATTS IAN RAH WHER 


3 2 Pe Bsn wetied ¢ 1552 i MES bp SORE pi Deis Ue HA Tas 
Prete ak eink Wate 08 ise Pra CEPRBN BI 15.81 fot ERS Seta Be i 


miei Difeie Soteh Bi Keisa8is tot RNG Rees RR SABE OES ex ig BO REGIRUS 0. B HOO8 gE IP SEUNG A HAS 
a as NBO CAD Mie Sn Oe oth vestry AeenMenr’ SHS Riey £5 80.63 ENR UG Hee Pat ob 
Ranh, ~ BAF 3 ALR ATG 0% O50B BO Sek TWAT 6 RDNA AHS NH oe! ata a 
ev helissnnr cueatiebe): Bs hte 85 Hie. IARI PRIS RGA Thal Fees OER I I SAM 08 DUNE 
Ler 
the. Rex enstinn Caigeraprnet Gnamee 
RG. Mice Woe hear ams surtihe Hi acta A laa ida Lam $0? Ye 
3 : 4 pry as Ke Want <howh S5m08 109 ihajeo wasee 
Bog AEE IK. Boren SOTERA, Bw 
Ronee Shanice Precis. 
368 SR RARER WES Hacny Simei oe Godoen Creme uan's. 8 ore 2 I Sia 
Raga Keg Wade Tome Wad ba 9S yee WL The FANS HOAR TA HWA 4 Goo soe see alee h 
Lavine a we CAME At chs LUNRON FH DATS & ROAR LIA EB 4d ae 
> ond Wer WORD Sin oo HH WRT Rarerck Samos wy xe Bite & tages 
Sa HS Hib WHAKNS LD Hohl of Liberace wh 4k KIM eaaase Pages Seige HA 


Sha bint"? ee 2M Sh Ho Bae Ree wienin vad Sas atts AOR Use 4 
SOONG 38 Bx, 


Kerer WERrH? Regrs Pree oe rer BOSE uaa Tee nie Be 
BWI Oe Kae Tare WM Maciichan Were Tinted Pees Ry EN (Se COR 
er at beheees,- 


SER ROTL Sa iRS0l COD AL EEERAES GFALERS SR HOKE Sho: SILANE CHR BH 
De ee ROM" wae Hae Mas RiDei nea NSNOAY TaD A WH tos Sou 
‘se Doon Mies te g De AE NINE ON Sa SORA Tt BIR de NS Be OC 
ROE RAS Boe dre: ch at er A kT Oss yee tenet 
Panbiten Rie Fens Karen piconet & eae ded Rear $e 
CDR AAO AAS SCE WE AS Be WE NORA okies see. Ot tebhs Be - 


 @MarkHarrisNC9 





We were surprised by yesterday’s developments at the State 
Board of Elections, but our legal team is fully engaged. We 
trust the process. This morning, we sent a letter to the SBOE 
asking for clarity. We continue to prepare in DC to serve the 
constituents of the 9th District! 

220 12:12 PM - Nov 28, 2018 


258 peopie are talking about this 


Harris won Bladen County by 1,557 votes. 


The board met in closed session Tuesday after board member Joshua Malcolm alleged that "unfortunate activities" took place during the 
race. 


“I'm very familiar with the unfortunate activities that have happened in my part of the state," Malcolm said during the meeting. “And | am 
not going to turn a blind eye to what took place to the best of my understanding, which has been ongoing for anumber of years, and which 
has been repeatedly referred to the United States attorney and the district attorneys to clean up. Those things have not taken place.” 


Malcolm did not elaborate about his allegations. He is from Robeson County, which Is in the 9th District. He-was appointed by former 
Republican Governor Patrick McCrory in 2013 and re-appointed to the board by Democratic Governor Roy Cooper. 


Dallas Woodhouse, the executive director of the North Carolina Republican Party, Tuesday night he believed the allegations were about 
Bladen County, which is in the eastern part of the 9th Congressional District. 


"If someone is going to steal votes out of Bladen County, they have to steal well more than 1,000," Woodhouse said. "Because you don't 
know what the margin is going to be... | mean that's crazy." 


Woodhouse said the state board should have certified the race Tuesday. 


Two years ago, Bladen County resident McCrae Dowless alleged 
(https://gallery.mailchimp.com/67f0361f3af450acafd9830a7/files/ElectionProtestForm Bladen Co Soil Water Signed.pdf) that there was 
a "massive scheme to run an absentee ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots." Dowless' allegations focused on a small race for the 


county's Soil and Water Conservation District, but it received statewide attention because it was the same election as the close race for 
governor between Cooper and McCrory. 


Dowless's allegation was later dismissed. 


Bladen County had 684 people vote absentee by-mail in the race, according to the State-Board of Elections. That was nearly 7 and a half 
percent of all ballots cast - the highest percentage of absentee by mail votes in the district. 


Adding to the uncertainty over the 9th District, is the future of the state board itself. It’s scheduled to hold a conference call Friday but a 
three-judge panel has ruled its current makeup is unconstitutional. 


Their decision takes effect Dec. 3. The state's chief deputy attorney general, Alexander Peters, wrote a letter Wednesday that said he 
believes the board will shrink from nine members to five members, who will be appointed by the governor. 


A spokesman for the board, Patrick Gannon, said everyone is in limbo. 
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Valerie Zombek * 3 months ago 
That's still not enough to make up the difference of $05 votes between Harris and McCready. 
“~ ™ « Share» 


whaaat -? Valerie Zombek * 3 months ago 
it is if each vote taken away from Harris is added to McCready... 
1 “«~ ~~ » Share> 


DaveSwoffored > whaaat » 2 months ago 


... or if most of the 3400 absentee ballots for Bladen and Robeson counties that were "not returned” were actually 
Democratic ballots that actually ended up in a shredder somewhere, 


Bladen and Robeson counties contain 2% of the state population but 10% of the unreturned ballots statewide 
(htto:/Awww.wiae.org/posy/ol .. 
“~ ~ «+ Share» 
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Sounds like Dallas Woodhouse knows how many votes need to be stolen to be effective. Why is that, Mr. Woodhouse? 
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Why would he know this? Because he made the statement after Mark Harris WON by 1557 votes. 
“a ~~ « Share> 
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Mmm, does sound fishy (stinks like!) doesn't it?! 
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New accusations of election fraud in NC -09 race released by McCready team. 


New updates in election fraud case 


By David Hodges | December 24, 2018 at 12:16 PM EST - Updated January 24 at 3:49 PM 


CHARLOTTE, NC (WBTV) - Sworn statements by voters and political power players in Bladen County accuse McCrae Dowless of 
collecting and trashing absentee ballots in the 9th Congressional District race. The affidavits released Sunday night by the North 
Carolina State Board of Elections, and submitted by Dan McCready’s attorneys, provide new and far more descriptive details of 
Dowless’ absentee ballot campaign, including one allegation of “throwing ballots into the trash.” 


WBTV already interviewed one woman named Cetire Retamar who signed an affidavit saying she received an absantee ballot even 
though she did not sign up for one. WBTV confirmed through voter records that she received an absentee ballot. When we 
showed her a copy of the application she said the signature was hers but she had no recollection of signing up for an absentee 
ballot because she always votes early or in-person. 


The most descriptive and damaging allegations come from former Bladen County Board of Elections Vice-Chair Jens Lutz. Lutz 
claims Dowless had a close relationship with former Elections Director Cynthia Shaw, who worked through the 2018 election. 
Lutz says there were numerous cases of absentee ballot applications being submitted by people who did not request them, 
including one for voter who was dead. 


http //www.wbtv.com/2018/12/24/new-accusations-against-dowless-nc-race-released-by-mccready-team/ 
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Lutz said he asked Shaw whether she reported the irregularities to the North Carolina State Board of Elections but “she had not 
and that she had instead contacted Mr. Dowless and talked to him about it.” 


Lutz said Dowless had a close relationship with Shaw. 


The Bladen County Democratic Party Chair Ben Snyder wrote in an affidavit that he received information that Dowless was 
throwing away absentee ballots. 


Snyder said in a conversation with Bladen County Board of Elections Chair Bobby Ludlum that Ludlum told him he heard that 
information from Shaw. 


READ ALL THE AFFIDAVITS HERE 


Beyond the political movers and shakers in Bladen County, average. voters also wrote sworn statements about illegal ballot 
harvesting they say was perpetrated by McCrae Dowless or those working for him. 


One voter wrote ©...McCrae Dowless came to pick it up. He has been doing that for several years.” 
Numerous others signed sworn statements claiming that a woman “offered to deliver my absentee ballot and envelope.” 


A Harvard expert also provided statistical analysis noting that the amount of un-returned absentee ballots in Bladen County was 
highly unusual. 


“The rates at which voters who requested absentee mail ballots in Bladen and Robeson counties did not return their absentee 
ballots are extreme statistical outliers. For example, the rate at which voters did not return their absentee mail ballots in Bladen 
county is 2.5 times the rate elsewhere in CD 9 and elsewhere in the state of North Carolina,” Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere wrote. 


In total, 14 voters and six witnesses signed affidavits that were submitted by McCready’s attorneys. The information was 
provided to the NCSBE and could be used in the January 11 evidentiary hearing on the absentee ballot irregularities. 


Attorneys for McCready wrote the state board that they would like the witness list to be submitted by December 28th and that 


any witnesses should not be granted immunity for testifying in front of the board but instead have the option of “pleading the 
5th.” 


Copyright 2018 WBTV. All rights reserved. 
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By Travis Fain, WRAL statehouse reporter 


BLADENBORO, N.C. — Locals worried that elections may have been stolen in Bladen County went 
to church Tuesday night - literally and figuratively. 


Frustrated by decades of racial unfairness and seeing its all-too-familiar signs in the current 
controversy over 9th Congressional District results, more than 200 people packed the First Baptist 


Church on Martin Luther King Jr. Drive in Bladenboro. 


They got preached to, and they responded. They shouted in agreement as organizers railed about 
Stolen votes. They laughed as the state NAACP president bashed Raleigh Republicans as bigots, 
and they nodded with sadness as he recounted the 2014 death of a local black student, whose case 


was never concluded satisfactorily for some. 


But when someone asked for a show of hands from people who believed their votes had been 
mishandled, there were only a few from the standing-room only crowd. One was from a white 


Republican worried about a 2010 congressional primary that he lost by more than 5,500 votes. 


After more than two hours, there was sparse evidence offered of a stolen election beyond the 
disconcerting numbers that have helped build a narrative in this part of the state for nearly three 
weeks: Of the absentee mail-in ballots requested in this year’s 9th District race, 3,400 were never 
returned, and an unusually high number came from Bladen and Robeson counties, where 


shenanigans are ingrained in local electoral history. 


Many of the missing ballots tie to high-minority precincts. Allison Riggs, an attorney heavily 
involved in North Carolina voting rights cases in recent years with the Southern Coalition for Social 
Justice, told the crowd that black absentee voter turnout in Bladen County's portion of the 9th 


District totaled 332 people this general election. 
In 2014, it was 608 voters. 


"There's a racial element to this that's also deeply concerning,” Riggs said. “It's anecdotal, but it's 


consistent and persistent.” 
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Riggs told attendees to talk to their friends and neighbors, and anyone worried about speaking in 
public could reach out to her confidentially. The NAACP, looking to restart its local chapter here, 


collected names and phone numbers. 


During the meeting, Linda Baldwin recounted her experience from the 2016 election cycle: A young 
man came to her home and said he was a college student making money by getting people to fill 


out ballots, so she gave hers to him unsealed, she said. 


Cetire Retamar told the crowd that an absentee ballot showed up to her house this cycle, even 


though she didn't request it. One showed up for her granddaughter, too, she said. 


Retamar said she threw her granddaughter's away and took hers with her to vote in person, giving 
it to a poll worker who likely marked it spoiled to avoid a double count. State records show 


Retamar, a registered Democrat, cast her vote in person. 


It's unclear why ballots showed up at Retamar's house, but Riggs said some times ballots show up 
unexplained, then someone comes to ask for it. This is an avenue for fraud, and a number of 
voters have said in the wake of the November election that they received unexplained ballots, or 
that they showed up to vote only to find election officials had a record of them already turning in 


an absentee ballot. 
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Republican Mark Harris won some 61 percent of Bladen County's mail-in absentee ballot vote in 
November, though just 19 percent of the mail-in ballots accepted were cast by registered 


Republicans. 


These sorts of things are part of the reason the State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
and the Wake County District Attorney's Office are both investigating absentee ballot results in the 
race. Harris seemed to beat Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes, but the Harris campaign's ties 
to a supposed shady operator in Bladen County named McCrae Dowless, who has been accused of 


sending people door to door to collect strangers’ ballots, may lead to a new election. 


Dowless proclaimed his innocence Tuesday, releasing a short statement through an attorney that 


amounts to his first significant public comment on the controversy since it began three weeks ago. 


Baldwin's story was the one that put Dowless on the state board's radar in 2016. He filed a 
complaint with the board that year over the unusual number of write-in votes in a local soil and 
water conservation supervisor's race that he won. That complaint targeted the Bladen County 


Improvement Association, a group that helps Democrats and black politicians in the county. 
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The association denied wrongdoing then and continues to do so. Some Republicans have pointed 
fingers at the group's own absentee and get-out-the-vote operations as Dowless' similar methods 


have come under scrutiny. 


During the hearing over Dowless' complaint, state board member Josh Malcolm questioned 
Dowless over Baldwin's story. Dowless acknowledged that the boyfriend of one of his get-out-the- 
vote workers told him he'd taken someone's ballot, but he said repeatedly that he told him to 


return it. 


It's generally illegal to take possession of a stranger's ballot in North Carolina. 


The state board turned the matter over to state and federal prosecutors, but it's unclear how much 


investigation followed. 


"The Lord turned that thing way around," Bladen County Commissioner Michael Cogdell, who's 


also a leader in the Bladen County Improvement Association, said Tuesday. 


Cogdell also told the story of Emma Shipman, an 87-year-old woman who has been interviewed 
many times in recent weeks and who filed an affidavit with the state board swearing that someone 


came to her home and collected her ballot during the recent elections. 


Shipman voted in person, mooting that ballot, but her story has been seen as evidence of what 


appears to be a much broader effort to collect people's ballots. 


Will Breazeale, a Republican in a church full of Democrats on Tuesday, said he now wonders if 


there was something fishy in the Bladen County results from his 2010 congressional run. 


Breazeale said the 9th District needs not just a new general election but a new primary, something 
the General Assembly opened the door for in legislation it passed last week. That bill is hung up by 
a broader fight over its language with Gov. Roy Cooper, who has threatened to veto it over a 


Separate provision. 


The bill has broad bipartisan support, but some Democrats have said Harris should remain the 
GOP nominee in a new race against McCready and that holding a new primary would be 


unconstitutional because the primary race was already certified. 
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Harris won 96 percent of the mail-in absentee vote in Bladen County in the primary, and he beat 


Congressman Robert Pittenger by 828 votes district-wide. 


The crowd Tuesday included a number of politicians, from in the county and out. Bladen County's 
first black sheriff, Prentis Benston, attended and said after the meeting that he expects to file a 


lawsuit over issues from his race in 2014. 


Benston lost a close race that year to current Sheriff Jim McVicker. Dowless worked for McVicker in 
2017 and 2018, and potentially before as well. It was Benston who won the county's absentee-by- 


mail count in the 2014 race. 


Many in the audience were upset over the results in this year's sheriff's race, which saw McVicker, 


a white Republican, beat a young black Democrat named Hakeem Brown by nearly 1,400 votes. 


"I'm a little bitter tonight," Brown told the crowd before urging them to turn out the vote if there's 


a new election in the 9th District race. 
That was the evening's clarion call: Stay engaged. 


"It's been going on for a long time," the Rev. Gregory D. Taylor, who pastors First Baptist Church, 


told the crowd. "But they just got caught. The Bible says surely your sins will find you out." 


Taylor also said he was talking with a colleague from Florida recently who told him people there 


were buying votes with fish sandwiches. 


"Be honest," he told the crowd. "Some of y'all gave up your vote for a chicken sandwich." 


Tags: 9th Congressional District, Bladen County, absentee ballot 
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Bladen Co. absentee ballot turn-in log raises new questions about affidavit filed by 
McCready campaign 


Records cast doubts on voting affidavits 


By Nick Ochsner | January 9, 2019 at 6:57 PM EST - Updated January 9 at 7:44 PM 


ELIZABETHTOWN, NC (WBTV) — A new set of records obtained by WBTV from the Bladen County Board of Elections is raising 
new questions about an affidavit filed on behalf of a voter by attorneys for the Dan McCready campaign. 


McCready lost the race for the 9th Congressional District in November to Republican Mark Harris by 905 votes. 


The North Carolina State Board of Elections has refused to certify the results of the race, citing irregularities with absentee 
ballots in Bladen and Robeson Counties. 


NCSBE staff have been investigating allegations of election fraud in the two counties since late November. 


Among the documents that have been submitted to the NCSBE - and posted by the board for the public - are a set of affidavits 
filed by attorneys for McCready’s campaign. 
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The affidavits were submitted by 13 voters who each allege a suspicious fact or incident that took place during the November 


2018 election. 


Ballot Drop-Off Log by on Scribd 


One voter, Christopher Eason, said he gave his blank, unsealed absentee ballot to aman named McCrae Dowless, who was hired 
by Harris to run an absentee ballot operation in Bladen County in the 2018 election. 


“Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr., also known as McCrae Dowless, came to my residence and asked that I give him my absentee ballot,” 
Eason wrote in his af davit. 


“I signed the absentee ballot envelope but left the ballot completely blank,” the af davit continued. “I did not make any 
selections in any of the contests on the ballot.” 


Records released by the NCSBE show Eason’s ballot was witnessed by his sister, Ginger Eason, and a second woman named Kim 
Spurling. 


Ginger Eason has tok Buys) ced Ncws and other outlets she was paid by Dowless to collect ballots and bring them to him. 


The log of people who turned in absentee ballots to the Bladen County BOE show Ginger Eason submitted her brother’s ballot on 
October 9, 2018. 


Ginger Eason did not answer a phone call from WBTV seeking comment and her voicemail box was not accepting new messages. 


Christopher Eason was arrested Friday by the Bladen County Sheriff’s Of ce on drugs and weapons charges in a joint operation 
with the US Drug Enforcement Administration and the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation, ihc Associated Press 
renoricd Wednesday. 
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A number listed in election records for Spurling, the second woman who witnessed Christopher Eason’s ballot was out of service 
when a WBTV reporter called it Wednesday. 


An attorney familiar with the affidavits filed by McCready’s campaign told WBTV the fact that Ginger Eason submitted her 
brother’s ballot did not mean the facts to which Christopher Eason attested are untrue. 


This is the second affidavit filed by the McCready campaign to come under additional scrutiny in the wake of new information 
being uncovered by WBTV. 


Cetire Retamar provided an affidavit that said she received an absentee ballot she didn’t request. 
“I received an absentee ballot by mail which I did not request,” Retamar wrote in the affidavit. 


She said the same thing ata town hall forum held in Bladen County in December. 


But when a WBTV reporter showed Retamar the absentee ballot request form she filled out, she acknowledged the form 
contained her handwriting and signature. 


The lawyer familiar with the filing from McCready’s campaign suggested Retamar’s signature could have been forged and pointed 
to a 1992 conviction of Dowless’ for insurance fraud, where local media reports from the time said he forged a dead man’s 


signature. 


Copyright 2019 WBTV. All rights reserved. 
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“| Don’t Vote” — But He Did. Here’s How 
Alleged Election Fraud Works In North 
Carolina. 


“McCrae or whoever's doing it, they checked them boxes,” Chris Eason exclusively told BuzzFeed News. 
State officials are now investigating the claim. 
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Chris Eason 


Otillia Steadman/Bur Feed Neus 
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BLADENBORO, North Carolina — Chris Eason is 47 years old, not registered to any political party, and 
worked in construction. He’s into camping and boating, and has lived in this rural town most of his 
life. 


https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/otilliasteadman/election-fraud-alleged-north-carolina-investigation 


What Chris Eason does not do is vote. 


“I just don’t vote. I don’t believe it. Do nothing but lie anyway,’ Eason told BuzzFeed News about 
politicians. “Everybody’s crooked and they’ll do anything they can to get put in office.” 


But, technically, Eason does vote — he says he’s just not the guy casting the ballot. 


Eason told BuzzFeed News that he signed a blank absentee ballot in the now contested Nov. 6 general 
election, didn’t actually pick any candidates, and then handed the unsealed ballot to the man at the 


center of an unfolding election fraud scandal, McCrae Dowless. 


Sure enough, public records show, his absentee ballot ended up signed, sealed, and witnessed to the 
county Board of Elections with Eason’s name on it. 


“That’s what I’m telling you — McCrae or whoever’s doing it, they checked them boxes, I didn’t,” said 
Eason. “I’d take a lie detector test on that.” 


It’s unclear if any boxes were actually ticked off, and elections officials told BuzzFeed News that if a 
fully blank ballot were sent in, it would be registered and tabulated as zero votes. Records show a 
ballot was registered fOr Eason in the Nov. 6 race. 


“This information has been forwarded to our investigators,” State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement spokesperson Patrick Gannon told BuzzFeed News when asked about Eason’s claims. 


Leslie McCrae Dowless on Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. 


Travis Long / Charlotte News & @bserver 


Eason’s story, told exclusively for the first time to BuzzFeed News, is some of the most dramatic 
evidence yet that something is very wrong with the election results in Bladen County, North Carolina 

results that may have decided a tight race for the House of Representatives in favor of the 
Republican, Mark Harris, against Democrat Dan McCready, who rescinded his concession on 
Thursday. 


North Carolina state investigators working with federal prosecutors are probing irregularities in 
the chaotic, cash-fueled operation of Dowless, a Republican political operative working for Harris. 
Several of Dowless’s employees have told BuzzFeed News he paid them to collect absentee ballots 
from people so he could submit them to the county — and some people have sworn ballots were 


incomplete or unsealed. 


Eason’s interview is the first time someone has publicly said they saw Dowless himself collect an 
absentee ballot. 


Eason’s story, if true, appears to show outright fraud: He says Dowless harvested his unsealed ballot, 
which is illegal for third parties to do in North Carolina with narrow exceptions for close family or 
people with disabilities. Even more, he suspects Dowless or one of his employees filled votes for him, 
which, if true, would also be illegal. 


“The law would prevent a third party from taking this ballot, marking it in any way, or delivering it 
to the county Board of Elections,” Gannon said. 


Reached Thursday by BuzzFeed News, Dowless said, “I have no comment at this time.” He had 
previously denied wrongdoing to the Charlotte Observer. 


State Board of Elections documents show that Eason’s request for a general election absentee ballot 
was signed on June 13 and received on Sept. 21. 


North Carolia governitent 


His request was bundled with 23 others and submitted to the county by “McCrae Dowless,’ according 
to a handwritten cover sheet. 


North Carolina governmeni 


The person who scanned the bundle into the system, according to the records, is Valeria Peacock 
McKoy, the current interim director of the Bladen County Board of Elections. 


Fol K, 


“We have no way of knowing what has happened to that ballot once it leaves us. We put it in the mail, 
and after it leaves us we don’t know what happens to it,” McKoy told BuzzFeed News. 


“All I can say is, we take in the request, we send out the ballots. What happens between the time the 
ballot leaves us and comes back in the mail, we don’t know where it’s been,” she said. 


The scrutiny about absentee ballots, she said, is “very nerve racking.” 

In the past, Eason said that when he gets absentee ballots, “I always throw them away.” 

He said when he’d tell McCrae, “‘Man, I don’t know what happened to it,’ he’Il go to his car.” Then, 
McCrae “come up here and took ’em out of his vehicle,” Eason said, referring to ballots. “He’ll have 


"em on hand. A lot of the ones I’ve seen was in his personal vehicle.” 


McKoy said, “I don’t know anything about McCrae having blank ballots available. He didn’t get them 
from here.” 


Eason said that for the Nov. 6 election — pitting Harris against McCready, among other more local 
races heagreed to hand his signed, unsealed, and blank ballot to Dowless when he came by his 
house to pick it up. 


“Tl sign the paper, but I won’t vote;” Eason said he told Dowless. 


“T signed my name to it. I said I’m not putting on there who goes in the office or whatever name. I’ll 
put my name on it, you do what you want to do with it,’ Eason told BuzzFeed News. 


Eason says he believes Dowless filled out the ballot on his behalf after he took it away. “He or 
somebody filled out my ballot Ijust signed it,” Eason told BuzzFeed News. “I know for a fact they 
put something in mine because I don’t vote.” 


Documents published by the State Board of Elections show that later, a signed, sealed, and witnessed 
absentee ballot was submitted for Eason in the Nov. 6 election. 


North Carolina governinent 


Every absentee ballot needs to be witnessed by two people — Eason’s was cosigned by his sister, 
Ginger, and Bladenboro resident Kim Spurling, who knows the Easons personally. 


Spurling told BuzzFeed News on Thursday that she has no recollection of witnessing Chris Eason’s 
ballot. Ginger, who told BuzzFeed News she was paid to collect absentee ballots for Dowless, said she 
signed as a witness before the ballot was completed. 


“The only thing I want to say is to the one who put me in this shit,” she said, referring to Dowless, 
and raised two middle fingers. 


The Bladen County Board of Elections on Monday released a log of in-person deliveries of absentee 
ballot request forms from Aug. 22 through Oct. 30. 


The log shows Dowless submitted requests for 592 absentee ballots out of more than 1,300 requests 
in that time frame. Chris Eason’s was submitted on Sept. 28. 


Though Chris Eason says he does not vote, there are votes recorded under his name for a hodgepodge 
of nine elections over the past decade, public records show. 


In three elections, it indicates he or someone under his name appeared in person for early voting. 
The other six were mail-in absentee ballots. 


Eason also said that McCrae had offered him money in this past election and in previous elections in 
exchange for his vote. 


“He offered me money to sign a certain person on the ballot, but I won't do it,” he said. “I told him 
I’m not voting, I don’t vote. I don’t care who gets in there because whoever gets in there, they don’t 
help me.” 


When asked why he came forward, Eason told BuzzFeed News, “It hurts everybody. There’s a lot of 
people who are really struggling.” 


3 Otillia Steadman is the world news operations manager for BuzzFeed News:and is based in New York. 
, Contact Otillia Steadman at otillia.steadman@buzzfeed.com. 
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2/17/2019 Mark Harris hired McCrae Dowless in 9th District | Charlotte Observer 
Republican Mark Harris is speaking publicly for the first time since the North Carolina State 
Board of Elections voted to not certify the results of his race for Congress. 


Harris beat Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes in the unofficial returns from November's 
election. The North Carolina State Board of Elections took a surprise vote to not certify the 
results of that race in late November, after then-Vice Chairman Joshua Malcolm raised 
questions of voting irregularities in Bladen and Robeson counties. 


The board later voted to hold an evidentiary hearing in the matter by Dec. 218. On Friday, 
the NCSBE announced that hearing would actually take place Jan. 11. 


ADVERTISING 


iniead invented by Teads 


Much of the public scrutiny surrounding the investigation has been aimed at a man named 
McCrae Dowless, a Bladen County political operative who worked as a contractor for the 
Harris campaign in both this year’s primary and general election. 


YOUR ALL ACCESS SUBSCRIPTION IS WAITING! 


#READLOCAL 


https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/election/article223 134435 html 2/16 


2/17/2019 Mark Harris hired McCrae Dowless in 9th District | Charlotte Observer 
In his interview with WBTV Friday, Harris confirmed that it was his decision to hire Dowless 
for his campaign. Harris said the decision came after his primary loss to Republican 


Ae 
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%; 


Congressman Robert Pittenger in the 2016 campaign, when the candidate who finished third 
in that contest handily won the absentee ballots in Bladen County. 


Harris said that he believed he was hiring Dowless to run an operation that encouraged voters 
to request absentee ballots and then, later, helped them cast those ballots by witnessing them 
and making sure voters put them in the mail. At no time, Harris said, did he think Dowless 
was doing anything illegal. 


“No, absolutely not,” Harris said when asked if he had any indication Dowless was breaking 
the law in the course of working for his campaign. “Had you had that, would you still continue 
to employ him?” a WBTV reporter asked. 


“No, I would not have,” Harris said. “Again, we kept emphasizing again and again that when 
he was describing the ballot to us. In fact when you get down to his description of the 
program, he was being vouched for by a number of other leaders down there.” 


ba 


( Harris said he was caught off guard by the NCSBE’s decision to not certify his race and said 
the uncertainty has meant he is unable to continue hiring staff or securing office space to 
move forward as an incoming member of Congress. 
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From politics to the pulpit and back again: Mark Harris’ rise on the religious right 
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Mark Harris hired McCrae Dowless in 9th District ! Charlotte Observer 





McCrae Dowless is at the center of controversy in North Carolina's 9th district, but most of the time he's 
stayed behind the scenes. 


By Stephanie Bunao, Ely Portillo, Matt Walsh and Travis Long 
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In the 9th District, anew primary might draw a crowded field for disputed seat 
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Harris opens up on investigation 
By Hick Ochsaer | January 3, 2019 at 6:36 PM EST - Updated January 24 at 4:18 PM 


RALEIGH, NC (WBTV) — Republican Mark Harris said ‘political weaponization’ was to blame for the decision by North Carolina 
State Board of Elections to not certify his victory in the race for the 9th Congressional District. 


Harris’ comments came in an interview with WBTV following a two-hour interview with Harris, his lawyers and investigators 
from the NCSBE on Tuesday morning. 
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Mark Harris discusses 2-hour conversation with NCBSE election fraud investigators 


Board investigators are probing allegations of election fraud in Bladen and Robeson Counties that surfaced as part of the board’s 
decision to not certify Harris’ race, which he won in November over Democrat Dan McCready by just 905 votes. 


A contractor from Harris’ campaign—a man named McCrae Dowless, who Harris told WBTV in a previous interview he personally 
made the decision to hire—has emerged as a central figure in the board’s investigation. 


[ Exclusive: Mark Harris addresses voter fraud allegations in race for 9th Congressional District 


Affidavits filed by the North Carolina Democratic Party and, separately, McCready’s campaign have accused Dowless and people 
who worked for the Bladen County political operative of running an illegal ballot harvesting operation. 


Dowless, through his attorney, has denied any wrongdoing. 


In his interview Thursday, Harris questioned the significance of the affidavits that have been submitted to the board alleging 
wrongdoing by Dowless and his employees. 


“It almost seems that as quick as an affidavit comes out, within hours you get something that’s extremely disputed,” Harris said. 
“The affidavits, at this point, I’m not sure what their value is. We don’t have a Board of Elections now. We don’t even have a 
process at this point of how this is going to end which is why we’ve taken the action that we’ve taken and that is to ask a superior 
court judge here in Wake County to certify this.race.” 


Harris was referring to a new legal action filed by his attorneys in Wake County Superior Court on Thursday morning. 


[ Harris plans to file legal action seeking certification in NC-9 election 





The filings, specifically called a writ of mandamus, seeks an order from a judge requiring the director of the NCSBE to certify 
Harris as the winner of the 9th District race. 


The beginning of the brief outlines four reasons Harris should be certified. 


“Because (1) time is of the essence; (2) the former State Board was promulgated to an unconstitutional statute and therefore any 
action taken by it is void ab initio; (3) the former State Board operated outside of any statutory authority; and (4) the new term 
for the incoming North Carolina State Board of Elections under N. C. Gen. State. 163-19(b) will not begin for many weeks, the 
uniform finality of a federal election is endangered by the State Board’s actions and the citizens of the 9th District have no 
representation in Congress.” 
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A Wake County court administrator said late Thursday afternoon that reply briefs in Harris’ new filing were due by Monday, 
January 14. A hearing would be scheduled sometime after that. 


Harris’ opponent, McCready, responded to the latest action’s from Harris to have the race certified in a lengthy thread of Tweets 
late Thursday afternoon. 


“In light.of Mark Harris’ press event today, let’s remember that Harris is under investigation for unprecedented election fraud 


perpetrated by his campaign, spearheaded by a man he handpicked and paid to produce votes. He is not the victim here, the 
voters are,” McCready’s first tweet said. 






ya Dan McCready for NC @ @McCreadyForNC - Jan 3, 2019 od 
~ In light of Mark Harris’ press event today, let’s remember that Harris 
is under investigation for unprecedented election fraud perpetrated 
by his campaign, spearheaded by a man he handpicked and paid 
to produce votes. He is not the victim here, the voters are. (Thread) 


p Dan McCready for NC & 
@MeCreadyF orNC 





According to dozens of reports and affidavits, Harris’ campaign 
stole people’s votes, manipulated their ballots or may have even 
thrown them out. You would think someone in his shoes would 
apologize. That's the character we expect in America. But, 
amazingly, he has yet to do so. 


©2851 4:40 PM ~ Jan 3,2019 8 
© 64 people are talking abaut this > 


McCready has previously scheduled an interview with WBTY, then abruptly cancelled, promised to reschedule and never did. 


* Dan McCready for NC & @McCreadyForNC - Jan 3. 2019 ay 
Replying to @McCreadyFarNc 
The right to vote is the foundation of our democracy. It’s a.right that 
countless Americans have fought and died for, here and overseas. 
But every step of the way, Harris treats our sacred right to vote as 
- an inconvenience, just an obstacle between him and a seat of 
power. 





Dan McCready for NC & 
@McCreadyForNC 





The fight to defend democracy in North Carolina is just getting 
started. | hope you'll stand with me in that fight. Until we have 
the facts, until every vote is counted, until justice is served, 
we've got work to do. 
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Harris, who said it was ‘disappointing’ to be in Raleigh on Thursday instead of being sworn in as anew member of Congress, said 
he continued to remain hopeful that he would ultimately be certified as the winner of the race. 
“We’re hopeful. We’re hopeful because we do feel like that there’s some cases that are very similar in the sense that, when there 


isn’t a State Board of Elections, that you look to the county boards as the final authority,” Harris said. “And, in this case, all eight 
county boards actually certified this race.” 
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“Lets say you’re successful, the court certifies you and you get seated in Washington. There are a lot of people in the 9th District 
and across the country who are going to question the validity of you taking that seat. Would you feel comfortable taking the seat 
knowing there are questions out there and people who think you shouldn’t go to Washington?” a reporter asked. 


“Well, absolutely! And the reason I think that is because we had an election. And when you go through an election — and there 
are many elections that there are questions raised or complaints filed and they look at the facts of the case and they come to 
recognize that even the number of ballots in question would not have changed the outcome of the election,” Harris said. “And 
they’re not going to seat me in Washington unless I have a certificate from North Carolina. And the fact that we’re going to be 
certified from North Carolina, I’m very comfortable going and representing the 9th District.” 


Ultimately, Harris said, the refusal to certify his race and the ongoing investigation amounted to an attack on his reputation. 


[ Cooper won’t nominate temporary Elections board after GOP refusal to provide list of nominees |] 





“I’m standing on my reputation over the last 30 years of my adult life as a senior pastor, as a community servant, as somebody 
who has sought to lead and as somebody who has been there and walked through life with people, I will continue to be that and I 
will let my reputation stand over the last 30 years and believe that people are wise enough to see through the political 
weaponization of a state agency that can sometimes happen when it falls into the wrong hands,” he said. 


“You stand by that this was a partisan stunt, if you will,” a reporter asked. “Partisanship drove your race to not be certified?” 


“Well, I thin it’s important to understand there are still investigations that are going on today into the 2016 elections,” Harris 
responded. 


The US House Clerk has said the office is working to open a 9th District office with staff to continue serving the district’s 
constituents. The office did not immediately respond to a request Thursday seeking a timeline on if or when that office will open 
in the new Congress. 


Harris said he would continue fighting for certification or, alternatively, seek election if a new contest were to be ordered. 


“We’ve won two elections: a primary anda general election. And we’re going to keep running until we’re stopped and we’re told 
‘no’!” he said. 


Copyright 2019 WBTV. All rights reserved. 
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Mark Harris On Dowless Absentee Results: ‘Why 
Would I Expect Success Was A Bad Thing?’ 
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Mark Harris defended Tuesday his relationship with Bladen County political operative McCrae 
Dowless, the man at the heart of the investigation into absentee by mail fraud in the still-uncalled 9th 
Congressional District race. 


In an interview with WFAE at his south Charlotte house, Harris said he and Dowless talked frequently 
during their two campaigns about what Harris called Dowless' “unusual” absentee by mail “program.’ 
He said Dowless often gave. him updates on how many absentee mail ballots had been requested, and 
Harris — a former pastor — said they had a close relationship. 


“You know | guess you could say | almost took on a pastorly role to McCrae Dowless," Harris said. "| 
found him to be a very enjoyable man who | chatted with, and again, everyone that | had talked to 
seemed to respect him and seemed to love him. | had no reason to think otherwise.’ 


Harris spoke with WFAE and other media outlets Tuesday after he set off a fire alarm at the Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Government Center Monday night. 


Harris was there attending a meeting of Mecklenburg Republicans. When the meeting ended, a 
number of reporters were waiting outside the room. 


Harris said he wanted to go home and watch the Alabama-Clemson football game, and asked a 
security guard if there was a back way out. Harris said he was told he could use a back staircase, and 
that it was OK if he set off an alarm when he exited the building. 


Harris called the exit a “rookie mistake." 





Mark Harris & 
@MarkHarrisNC9 





Hey man, 


Sorry | missed you guys tonight. | had to get to the kickoff of 
the #NationalChampionship game. We'll have plenty to talk 
about in the days ahead.#GoTigers 


Joe Bruno & @JoeBrunoWSOC9 
To avoid the media, Mark Harris ran down a fire exit staircase. A 
man tried to prevent us from following but we still did. The alarm 
went off as he ran out. When media caught up he sprinted across 
the street to the First Baptist Church of Charlotte's parking lot 

_ #NCO9S @wsoctv 
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Harris spoke about how he first became involved with Dowless. 


Two years ago, Dowless worked for Todd Johnson, one of Harris’ opponents in the 2016 Republican 
primary, helping him get 221 out of 226 absentee by mail votes in Bladen County. 


Harris narrowly lost that primary to Robert Pittenger. Harris says he asked an attorney whether that 
lopsided result for Johnson was correct. 


“And | raised the question then, well, is there not something in Bladen County that may have occurred 
here because | see that Todd Johnson won this pretty handily, could some of those votes have gone to 
me?” Harris said. 


Harris says he was told the result was OK. 


The Washington Post has reported that people close to Harris told him that there was likely fraud in 
Bladen County that cost him the race. 


Though Harris says he was personally curious about the absentee mail results, he says the Post report 
isn't correct, and that people close to him did not tell him there had been any fraud. 


“No | mean, only that people would say is that it was unusual,” he said. "And I think we all agreed on 
that.” 


Harris said he decided to hire Dowless a year later, after meeting with a number of Bladen County 
politicians, including Commissioner Ray Britt. He says they met in Britt's furniture store. 


He says everyone there vouched for Dowless, and that Dowless himself explained how his “program” . 
worked. 


He says Dowless told him he and his employees would knock on people's doors and ask If they wanted 
to vote absentee by mail. They would then bring those requests to the Bladen County Board of 
Elections. 


Harris said Dowless told him they would never collect absentee mail ballots from voters. That's illegal 
— and there have been numerous interviews from voters and Dowless employees who have said such 
ballot harvesting happened frequently. 


In November 2016, state elections board investigators also interviewed two Dowless employees who 
said they collected absentee mail ballots in that year's presidential election. That report wasn't made 
public until December 2018. 


Dowless’s first race for Harris was the 2018 primary, where Harris beat Pittenger. In Bladen County, 
Dowless delivered — getting Harris 437 absentee mail votes to Pittenger’s 12. 


In the WFAE interview, Harris was asked whether he should have been more skeptical of those 
results, and ask himself whether it was too good to be true. He referred again to the uniqueness of the 
so-called program. 


“No, because — again — if you back to the program, and when I was, as you said, sold on this program, 
that he was going to do, which, again had been verified as legal and was following the letter of the law, 


and it was relationships that nobody else was focusing on that,’ Harris said. "So why would | expect 
that success was a bad thing?” 


Since the scandal broke, Harris said he hasn't spoken to Dowless since early December. 


He said Dowless first called him on Nov. 27, when the elections board first declined to certify the 
elections results. 


Harris said Dowless called him to say, "What in the world (is happening)?" 


Harris has not spoken at all to Andy Yates, who leads the Red Done Group, a political consultant 
working for Harris who paid Dowless. 


The Red Dome Group has been given a subpoena from the elections board, along with Dowless and 
the Harris campaign. 


Harris was asked whether he would hire Dowless again if Dowless had been found to have illegally 
collected absentee mail ballots, and then completed whatever punishment he was given by 
prosecutors. 


Harris said he couldn't address a hypothetical of what Dowless did or didn't do. 


“That’s a hypothetical, and I’m careful not to get into hypotheticals because there is an on-going 
investigation, he said. 


There is no elections board investigation until Jan. 31, when a newly appointed board is enacted by 
law. That board will decide whether to call for a new election - or certify Harris as the winner. 


Harris believes the board should continue investigating to determine if there was any fraud. But he 
says his 905-vote lead over Democrat Dan McCready is larger than all of the absentee mail votes he 
received in Bladen and Robeson counties combined. 


But what if Dowless and his employees did more than illegally harvest ballots? What if they destroyed 
ballots that were marked for McCready? 


Harris said it depends on how many ballots would have been destroyed. 


“Well again | think you have to look at the number, | think the people involved — and I’ve said this from 
the beginning — if any laws have been broken, then they should be prosecuted,’ Harris said. "And | 
believe that with all of my heart.’ 


If you want to read more about politics from WFAE's Steve Harrison, check out the new political newsletter 
Inside Politics. You can subscribe to it here (https://www.wfae.org/inside-politics-newsletter#stream/O). 
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| But what if Dowless and his employees did more than illegally harvest ballots? What if they 
destroyed ballots that were marked for McCready? 





Harris said it depends on how many ballots would have been destroyed. 





Incredible. These Republicans have no shame. Even if there's proof they were harvesting and 
destroying ballots they still want to be declared the winners unless someone can prove exactly how 
many were harvested and destroyed...which is obviously impossible, because they've been 
destroyed. 
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Mark Harris: Republican candidate in 9th district race breaks silence, says he would ‘wholeheartedly support’ new election if there's fraud ... 


Mark Harris breaks silence, says he would ‘wholeheartedly support’ new 


election if there's fraud 


SHARE TWEET SHARE EMAIL 


EMBED <> MORE VIDEOS 


Mark Harris, left, broke his silence on the ongoing investigation into voting irregularities. 


WTVD-AP By Jonah Kaplan 

Friday, December 07, 2018 

The Republican candidate in North Carolina's unresolved congressional race on 
Friday is pledging that he will "wholeheartedly support" a new election if a state 
investigation "finds proof of illegal activity" that could have affected the outcome of 
the November election. 


BREAKING: @ MarkHatrisNCo9 says he'd “wholeheartedly” support new election *if* 
investigation finds fraud could’ve affected election outcome. Also denies 
wrongdoing, but will cooperate with @NCSBE. @ABC11__WTVD #NCPol 
#VoterFraud https://t.co/OaiWnMO20m 


— Jonah Kaplan (@KaplanABC11) December 7, 2018 


Mark Harris, who currently leads Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes, also asserts 
he'll cooperate with investigators even as he maintained he was unaware of any 
alleged illegal activity. 


"I trust the process that's underway," Harris says in a video he posts on his Twitter 
account. "I trust this investigation will be full and complete, examining any 
irregularities that could have benefited either party." 


Also on Friday, the North Carolina State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
confirmed that Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. is indeed a person of interest in 
connection with the probe into an alleged scheme involving absentee ballots in 
Bladen County. A spokesman for the board also shed light on the breadth of the 
investigation, which is being conducted by four investigations "with law enforcement 
experience are working full-time on this matter." 


According to the NCSBE, the chief investigator is Joan Fleming, a 26-year veteran of 
the FBI who “specialized in fraud investigations." 


The State Board has also issued subpoenas for documents to Red Dome Group, the 
Mark Harris for Congress Committee and the James Atlas McVicker Committee. 


The Mark Harris campaign listed its debt to the Red Dome Group in a late Thursday 
filing with the Federal Election Commission. The form said the nature of the debt 
included: "Reimbursement Payment for Bladen Absentee, Early Voting Poll 


https://abc 11.com/politicsharris-breaks-silence-on-9th-district-fraud-investigation/4854969/ 
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Workers; Reimbursement Door to Door." 


Bladen County's absentee ballots.are at the center of a fraud probe that has 
prompted the North Carolina Elections Board to refuse to certify Harris as the 
winner over Democrat Dan McCready. The board cited allegations of "irregularities 
and concerted fraudulent activities" involving mail-in ballots, and subpoenaed both 
the Harris campaign and Red Dome for documents. 


The board could order a new election after meeting later this month to consider the 
evidence. For now, the vote count remains unofficial, with Harris leading McCready 
by 905 votes. 


Some Bladen County voters have said strangers came to their homes to collect their 
absentee ballots, whether or not they had been fully completed or sealed in an 
envelope to keep them from being altered, according to affidavits offered by the state 
Democratic Party. State law allows only a family member or legal guardian to drop 
off absentee ballots for a voter. 


Red Dome hired Bladen County contractor McCrae Dowless, whose criminal record 
includes prison time in 1995 for felony fraud and a conviction for felony perjury in 
1992. 


According to documents released by the elections board, Dowless seems to have 
collected the most absentee ballot request forms in Bladen County this fall. A copy of 
the Bladen election board's logbook shows Dowless turned in well over 500 
applications. 


The FEC report also lists two other debts totaling nearly $20,000 to Red Dome for 
digital advertising, robocalls and mailings for Harris. The filing says those mailings 
were in Robeson County, another area where the state board has sought information 
as part of its probe. The details were part of a wide-ranging post-election report on 
the campaign's finances. 


McCready, expressing outrage over what he called a shameful attack on democracy, 
withdrew his concession in a video released late Thursday. He's demanding that 
Harris explain what he knows about the absentee ballot allegations. 


"He hired a criminal who was under investigation for ballot fraud to do his absentee 
ballot work, and it looks like he got what he paid for," McCready told CNN on Friday. 


Harris didn't respond to a message seeking comment late Thursday. He issued a 
statement last week saying he supports a voter fraud investigation, but that the race 
should be certified in the meantime because there didn't appear to be enough 
questioned votes to erase his lead. His campaign lawyer said this week the 
organization wasn't aware of any illegal conduct during the race. 


Dowless declined to comment when visited by an Associated Press reporter this week 
at his home, and didn't immediately respond to a phone message Friday. The head of 
the Red Dome Group, Andy Yates, also didn't immediately respond to an email 
Friday. 


Three Republican State Senators called on Gov. Roy Cooper to appoint a bipartisan 
task force to investigate the voting irregularities in the election. 


Immediately following the.Republicans, NC Democratic Party Chairman Wayne 


Goodwin said Republicans are doing everything they can to distract from the issue at 
hand. 
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"We have voters who are the victims here. This is election fraud, election rigging, 
election tampering. And we should focus on this election. But if we learn other 
information about prior elections, then we need to go where the facts take us," 
Goodwin said. 


"If they have evidence that there is a substantial likelihood that this election outcome 
was or could have been changed, then we think the law requires a new election, and 
we would not oppose that," said Dallas Woodhouse, the NCGOP Executive Director. 
“The important thing here is that we all work together, Republicans, Democrats, 
unaffiliated. People that really believe in the political system for the right reason, and 
stamp this garbage out once and for all, forever. And severely punish the people 
involved." 


As questions continue to swirl around amid allegations of election fraud in a critical 
North Carolina congressional race, the man at the center of the scandal, Dowless, 
declined to comment on the growing scandal when asked today by ABC's Steve 
Osunsami. 


“At this time I have no comment and you can contact my attorney," Dowless, who 
worked as a campaign consultant for Republican congressional candidate Mark 
Harris during the 2018 election, told Osunsami when asked about his role in an 
alleged scheme to submit fraudulent absentee ballots." 


When asked to respond to people who say he rigged the election, Dowless responded 
with a "no comment." 


Report a Typo 


Related Topics: 


politics voting election fraud politics NC 
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area political consultant 


BY ELY PORTILLO AND 
PAUL A. SPECHT 


¥’ f Ze 


DECEMBER 06. 2018 11:22 AM. UPDATED DECEMBER 06, 2018 04:47 PM 


cet se 


an ee 


eee ee 


Here's an overview of the election fraud aliegations in North Carolina's congressional 9th district. 
By Stephanie Bunao and Ely Portillo] Matt Walsh 


Since Andy Yates co-founded Red Dome Group in 2013, the political consulting firm’s client 
roster has grown to include everyone from city council candidates in local races to a powerful 


congressional representative and the 2016 Republican National Convention. 
& EXHIBIT ) 


https ://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics government/election/article222690460.htmi 
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Now, the Cornelius-based firm is at the center of the growing scandal involving possible 
election tampering in the 9th District congressional race. Republican Mark Harris paid Red 





Dome $428,908 for campaign work during the primary and general election. And Red Dome 
hired McCrae Dowless, the Bladen County political operative who’s been accused of collecting 
absentee ballots en masse — forbidden under N.C. law. 


Wednesday, the N.C. State Board of Elections confirmed that it’s subpoenaed Red Dome, 
along with the Harris campaign. Yates didn’t return messages seeking comment this week, but 
he’s previously acknowledged hiring Dowless. 


SIGN UP AND SAVE 


Get six months of free digital access to The Charlotte Observer 





McCrae Dowless is at the center of controversy in North Carolina's 9th district, but most of the time 
stayed behind the scenes. 
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By Stephanie Buna. Ely Portillo, Matt Waish and Travis Long 
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“He was an independent contractor who worked on grassroots for the campaign, independent 
of the campaign,” Yates told the Observer last week. 





Over the past several years, Yates and Red Dome have worked on dozens of campaigns, 
mostly in North Carolina and almost always — though not exclusively — for Republicans. 
Campaign finance records show Red Dome has collected about $2 million from candidates 
and PACs in state and federal races. 
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Republican Mark Harris, left. defeated Democrat Ban McCready in Nerth Caralina’s 9th District. 
Observer archives rlahser@charlettecbserver.com 





His biggest single client appears to be Harris, according to campaign finance records. Since 
2016, the N.C. Republican Party has also paid him substantial amounts, mostly during the 
2016 election cycle, totaling $347,541. 


The most recent payment was a $17,710 check on Oct. 8. 


Dallas Woodhouse, the party’s executive director, said the GOP paid the money from its state 
fund so that Red Dome could help state-level candidates. 


“This payment was for mail services related to local candidates at the state level,” Woodhouse 


%, 


said in an interview. He said the party had little direct engagement with Red Dome. 
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“We had nothing to do with the activities in questions and didn’t fund any absentee ballot 
work in that area in question,” Woodhouse said. “We are as horrified reading these news 
articles as everyone else. 


“We think there should be a full and complete investigation. We want there to be confidence 
that our candidate got more legitimate votes.” 


Asked about Red Dome’s reputation as a consultant, Woodhouse said, “It’s clearly not what it 


) 


Was. 


Over the past five years, Yates has built a reputation as a political operator who was proficient 
in old and new techniques, such as direct mail and social media. 


“T’ve known Andy Yates for a number of years,” said state Rep. Jason Saine, a Lincolnton 
Republican who has paid Red Dome about $25,000. “I got good mail pieces out and good 
online ads. Their work for me has been great.” 


READ NEXT 
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‘A troubled history’: Bladen County has faced five elections investigations since 2010 
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Yates co-founded Red Dome in 2013 with Todd Poole, who left the firm after less than a year 
to become executive director of the N.C. Republican Party. He now works for Rep. Ted Budd. 


Although he’s worked mostly for Republican candidates, Yates has occasionally done work for 
the other side. 


“I’m a bleeding heart liberal Democrat,” said Davidson Mayor Rusty Knox, who defeated the 
longtime incumbent as a first-time candidate in 2017. He paid Red Dome $6,000, and said 
Yates helped craft targeted ads for him online. Knox was initially a bit skeptical of working 
with Yates. 


“He does have a Ronald Reagan bobblehead and a picture of Ronald Reagan on horseback” in 
his office, Knox said. But Yates delivered the ads well, Knox said. And they got along. Unlike 
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some political operatives who enjoy the brawling, bare-knuckle aspects of a nasty campaign, 
Knox said Yates 1s more affable and laid-back. 


“T liked him,” said Knox. “He’s a matter-of-fact guy.” 


READ NEXT 
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Yates, a Wake Forest graduate and N.C. native, has garnered attention for his successful 
campaigning. The American Association of Political Consultants named him a member of its 
2018 “40 under 40” class. 


He’s worked for U.S. Rep. Mark Meadows, who has paid Red Dome $52,850 since 2014, for 
campaign expenses associated with advertising and online marketing. 


A Meadows spokesman didn’t return a message seeking more information about work Red 
Dome did for the congressman. Red Dome’s client list also includes work on behalf of N.C. 
Treasurer Dale Folwell, state Rep. Andy Dulin, the 2016 Republican National Convention and 
President Donald Trump’s inauguration. 


In 2018, Red Dome worked for Ohio Republican Melanie Leneghan, who lost a congressional 
primary to Troy Balderson. She paid Red Dome $51,750, campaign finance records show. She 
lost by 653 votes and sued to overturn the results due to alleged vote tampering, according to 
media reports, but her complaint was thrown out by the Ohio Supreme Court. 


But Harris, who narrowly beat out incumbent Rep. Robert Pittenger with 828 votes in the 
May primary and now has a 905-vote margin over Democrat Dan McCready, stood to be the 
group’s most high profile success story. That’s in jeopardy now, as Democrats in Congress 
have said the U.S. House might refuse to seat Harris should he come in January, and the N.C. 
State Board of Elections could potentially order a new vote for the 9th District. 


It’s unclear whether Yates sought out Dowless. To the Washington Post, he denied having 
Dowless improperly collect ballots and said Harris “was aware of Red Dome’s relationship 


https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics government/election/article222690460.html 5/15 


2/1 7/2019 | NC election scandal focuses on Charlotte-area consultant | Charlotte Observer 


with Mr. Dowless and believes like I do that Mr. Dowless operated within the bounds of the 


) 


law. 


Carolyn Justice, a former legislator who Red Dome lists as a lead consultant, said she doesn’t 
know Dowless or anything about the investigation because she didn’t work on the Harris 
campaign. 


“Tam not a principal of Red Dome. I just do campaigns on the coast. I’ve never been on a 
campaign in Robeson or Bladen county, as far as I can remember,” Justice said. “I’m totally 
disconnected from that. And I never worked on the Mark Harris campaign.” 


Red Dome also worked for Sheriff Jim McVicker, who won reelection in Bladen County. He 
paid the company $8,000 for “get out to vote” efforts, according to financial disclosures. 
McVicker also paid Dowless $8,800 directly, also for “get out to vote.” 


In 2015, trade publication Campaigns & Elections Magazine named Yates a “Rising Star.” 
Asked what his advice was for aspiring consultants, Yates described “The single best piece of 
advice that I’ve gotten.” 


“Tt’s just as important who you choose not to work with as who you do choose to work with,” 
Yates recalled Jack Hawke, the longtime chairman of the N.C. Republican Party who died in 
2013, told him. “One ethically challenged candidate can bring down all of your hard work.” 
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LETTER: CONGRESS MAY RESOLVE DISPUTED 
NORTH CAROLINA ELECTION 


By Associated Press - januaiy ‘1, 20197:0° PM 





RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Several requests for mail-in ballots were forged in the North Carolina 
county where fraud allegations have forestalled the declaration of a winner in the nation’s 
last undecided congressional race, a local elections official said in a sworn affidavit released 
Friday. 


Three of 165 absentee ballot request forms dropped off ahead of November's general 
election were forged, Bladen County Elections Board Chairman Bobby Ludlum said in the 
affidavit, which was released by an attorney for Republican congressional candidate Mark 
Harris‘s campaign. The collection of absentee requests was delivered by awoman the 
Republican election official didn’t name. 


“One of the three was for a relative of mine who told me that two women had asked if he 


wantedto request a form. He said no,” the affidavit said. 


Ludlum's statement confirms part of an earlier affidavit by Jens Lutz, a Democrat who was the 


county elections board’s vice chairman before resigning abruptly last month. 


Both a subcontractor working last fall for Harris and a black empowerment group supporting 
Democrats submitted clusters of absentee ballot requests, a legal practice. 


Related Article: Deadline to register to vote is Monday 


Harris narrowly leads Democrat Dan McCready for the 9th Congressional District. A winner 
hasn't been declared pending investigations into an unusually large number of absentee 
ballots that were requested and never returned, as well as the large advantage Harris has 
among absentee votes in two of the district's rural counties, Bladen and Robeson. 


The forged ballots were reported to the state elections board staff, who instructed Bladen 
County elections workers to mail absentee ballots to all but the three people whose name 
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were forged, Ludlum said. 


Ludlum also denied telling county Democratic Party Chairman Ben Snyder that Leslie McCrae 
Dowless, the local political operative working for Harris who is named as a target of the state 


investigation, discarded absentee ballots. 


“| am not aware of anyone in Bladen County ever throwing ballots in the trash or stating that 


they have thrown absentee ballots or any type of ballot in the trash,” Ludlum said. 


Voters have said in other affidavits that Dowless or people working for him collected ballots 


that were blank, incomplete or stuffed in unsealed envelopes. 


Ludlum disputed other claims by Lutz that local elections workers were lax about protecting 
the security of completed absentee ballots. Ludlum, Lutz and the county elections board’s 
two other members voted unanimously last year that an unlocked door between the ballot 
storage room and another government office should be secured and an alarm and security 


cameras installed. 


County officials refused to spend the money, however. The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, which assessed the site shortly before this year’s election, said in a report obtained 


by The Associated Press that the unlocked door made voting materials vulnerable. 


Ludlum also disputed Lutz's claim that Dowless enjoyed close relationships to key local 
elections workers, and that they allowed him to copy ballot request forms complete with 
voter’s signatures and social security and driver's license numbers. Lutz said those details 
could give Dowless the ability to request mail-in ballots for anyone who has ever voted that 


way in recent.years. 


Neither Dowless “nor any other unauthorized person was allowed to take and copy un- 
redacted absentee ballot request forms with confidential information on them,” Ludlum's 
Statement said. “Dowless was not given greater access to absentee ballot or other 


information than was given to other citizens.” 


Ludlum's lawyers on Friday refused to confirm news reports that he and Dowless are cousins. 
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Harris meets with Board of Elections, calls not 
being in DC ‘disappointing’ 


By: Allison Latos , Joe Bruno 





Updated: Jan 3, 2019 - 6:22 PM 


Harris meets with Board of Elections, calls not 
being in DC ‘disappointing’ 
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BLADEN COUNTY, N.C. - For nearly two hours Thursday morning, Mark Harris was interviewed by North Carolina 
Board of Elections investigators who are trying to get to the bottom of election fraud allegations in the 9th 
Congressional District. 





[SPECIAL SECTION: District 9 Investigation] 
Channel 9 crews were there as Harris arrived to meet with state election officials in Raleigh. 


Eyewitness News anchor Allison Latos asked Harris what it felt like not being in Washington, D.C. as the 
116th Congress was sworn in. Harris replied, “Disappointing.” 


EXHIBIT 


(So 
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The investigation centers around a man named McCrae Dowless, who ran get out the vote efforts in Bladen County 
for Red Dome, a company hired by the Harris campaign. 


Several people told Channel 9 they were paid by Dowless to collect absentee ballot request forms and the actual 
ballots. Collecting ballots is illegal. 





@JoeBrunoWSOC9 


Anchor @AllisonWSOC9 was the only reporter from Charlotte to 
question Mark Harris this morning as he entered NCSBE to 
meet with investigators #NCOS @wsociv 

© 35 12:03 PM - Jan 3, 2019 
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After leaving Thursday's meeting with officials, Harris addressed the media. 


“Do you think McCrae Dowless did anything wrong?” Latos asked. “I can’t answer that,” Harris said. “I think, 
ultimately, the investigation will lead wherever it leads. | don’t have indication or Know any more than you do in 
terms of his attorney who said that he did not.” 


Harris wouldn't say what he shared with investigators but repeatedly said he will cooperate. 
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“Did you provide more documents? The State Board of Elections had mentioned there could be 140,000. Did you 
come today and provide more?” Latos asked. 


“We're in the process of doing that,” said David Freedman, attorney for Harris. “Again, this has been an expedited 
process and the number of documents to be provided. We're going through it.” 


Last week, former NCSBE Chair Joshua Malcolm sent a letter to the Harris campaign saying NCSBE staff is still 


waiting for the campaign to produce subpoenaed documents. Malcolm wrote that NCSBE has only received 398 
documents out of a possible 140,000 pages of relevant material. 
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Allison Latos @ 
@AllisonVWSOCS 


#BREAKINGNEWS | just questioned @MarkHarrisNC9 as he 
entered @NCSBE for interview in #NCO9 election fraud 
investigation. He told me not being in DC to be sworn in to 
Congress is “disappointing”. @wsoctv 

© 45 9:41 AM - Jan 3, 2019 


© 61 people are talking about this > 


The Harris campaign also filed a petition for a writ of mandamus in Wake County Superior Court on Thursday, 
calling for the certification of Harris as the winner in the 9th Congressional District election. 


[RELATED: Harris files court documents asking for certification of 9th District results] 


As Harris met with investigators, members of the 116th Congress were sworn in. The Office of the Clerk of the 


United States House of Representatives is expected to take over constituent services for the 9th Congressional 
District until a representative is sworn in. 


>> Reading this story in our app? The new "Follow the Lead” feature allows you fo tap the blue tag 
indicated with a ‘+’ to subscribe fo alerts on the very latest on the District 9 investigation. 


The U.S. House of Representatives has the constitutional authority to control the seating of its own members. 


Asked about the possibility that Democrats may vacate or refuse to seat Harris, Freedman said that is many steps 
down the road. 


“If he is certified, | don't see how the House can fail to seat him,” Freedman said. “! don't know if that is a fight the 
House wants to get into.” 


Read more top trending stories on wsoctv.com: 


Police identify father killed after being hit by several cars, dragged 1,000 feet 
second child dead following house fire. that left 5 others critically injured 

Woman killed in crash while 4-year-old son escapes wreckage, officials say 
FORECAST. Downpours expected all day Friday before clearing out for weekend 
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‘No reason to doubt the legitimacy of 
the outcome, Harris says as he sues to 
join Congress 
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Republican Mark Harris and attorney David Freedmananswer questions in Raleigh. 
N.C., Thursday, Jan. 3, 2079. Harris was in Raleigh to be interviewed by the NC Board 
of Elections in regards to a political scandal in N.C.'s 9th Congressional District. 

By 


MORE FROM THE SERIES 


Election fraud investigation 
Read more about the investigation into the 9th Congressional Distnct 


EXPAND ALL 


While winners of 2018 House races were being sworn into a new 
Congress in Washington on Thursday, Republican Mark Harris met 
with staff from the North Carolina state board of elections in Raleigh. 


Harris and two attorneys met with state board Executive Director Kim 
Westbrook Strach and Chief Investigator Joan Fleming for nearly two 
hours Thursday morning, the board said in a news release. Earlier in 
the day, Harris filed a motion with the Wake County Superior Court 
urging the court to compel the board to certify his election. 


“It’s during this hour,” Harris said, “my 434 colleagues in the U.S. 
House of Representatives will raise their hand and take the oath of 
office and be seated. I’m the one seat remaining of the 435 to be 
seated.” 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2019 09:27 PM 
During Thursday’s ceremonies at the U.S. House, North Carolina’s 9th 


Congressional District was one of two districts not represented in the 
vote for speaker. Both were North Carolina districts: Rep. Walter Jones, 
a Farmville Republican, missed the session due to illness. 


Harris leads Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes, according to 
unofficial results, in the 9th district, which stretches from Charlotte to 
Fayetteville along the South Carolina border. But the state board twice 
declined to certify his election, citing voting irregularities and possible 
absentee ballot fraud in Bladen and Robeson counties. 


Republican Mark Harris, the unofficial winner of N.C.'s 9th District congressional 
election, arrives for interviews with state elections officials in Raleigh, N.C. Jan. 3, 
2019. 


By 


The nine member board has been declared unconstitutional and 
dissolved. And no new board will take shape until at least the end of 
January. 


“We believe that, again, that I should be certified,” Harris told 
reporters outside the board's offices on Salisbury Street after his 
meeting with investigators. “We don’t believe that the number of 
ballots in question would change the outcome of this election.” 
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Said Harris: “We think there should be no reason to doubt the 
legitimacy of the outcome.” 


Harris’ attorneys argued in their court filing that the state board was 
required to certify the election because the counties in the 9th District 
have “determin{ed] that the votes were counted and tabulated 
correctly,” and because registered voters have filed no protests. 


They disputed the elections board’s position that the board had legal 
authority to “take any other action necessary to assure that an election 
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is determined without taint of fraud or corruption and without 
irregularities that may have changed the result of an election.” The 
same law says the board “may initiate and consider complaints on its 
own motion.” 


The certification decision now belongs to the court, Harris’ attorneys 
David Freedman and Dudley A. Witt argued, because there is no 
longer a sitting state elections board. They cited a 2017 case involving 
a Boone town council election as proof that a North Carolina judge has 
ordered an election to be certified before: 


“Under the unique and narrow circumstances of a vacant State Board, 
the agency’s inability to resolve petitions and act on other'statutorily 
mandated matters are effectively denials from which review by this 
Court may be sought,” Judge Paul C. Ridgeway wrote in the 2017 
order. “The Court has inherent authority to supply necessary relief to 
parties whose legal rights are affected by a vacant State Board and to 
preserve the uniform and orderly operation of elections 
administration.” 


In that case, a voter protested the election citing a lack of public notice 
of an early-voting site on the campus of Appalachian State University. 
Her protest was dismissed by the Watauga County Board of Elections. 
She intended to appeal to the state elections board, but was told to 
appeal to the Superior Court in Wake County because there was no 
sitting state elections board, according to the judge’s order. 


Ridgeway ordered the state board’s executive director to tell the county 
board to certify the election. The county board’s decision is final in the 
absence of a seated state elections board, he wrote. 


Briefs from all parties are due by Jan. 14 and no hearing date has been 
set, the court’s trial administrator said in an email Thursday evening. 
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Republican Mark Harris, the unofficial winner of N.C.'s 9th District congressional 
election, arrives for interviews with state elections officials in Raleigh, N.C. Jan. 3. 
2019. 


By 
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The State Board of Elections is the agency responsible for the administration of elections and campaign finance disclosure 
and compliance in North Carolina. Press inquiries should be directed the Board's public information officer, Patrick 
Gannon, at 919-814-0765 (office). 
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Thursday, January 3, 2019 


Statement from Executive Director 


RALEIGH, N.C. — The following is a statement from State Board Executive Director Kim 


Westbrook Strach about today’s interview: 


“Dr. Harris and his two attorneys met with Chief Investigator Joan Fleming and me for nearly 


two hours Thursday morning. We appreciate his cooperation in the ongoing investigation.” 


Stay Connected 
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State inquiry into 9th Congressional District 
extends into Robeson 


Tags: Mark Harris, 9th Congressional District, 2018 campaigns, absentee ballot, State 
Board of Elections 


Posted December 7, 2018 
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By Travis Fain, WRAL statehouse reporter 


RALEIGH, N.C. — There's evidence that a suspected Bladen County ballot-harvesting operation at 
the center of questions about the results of the recent election in North Carolina's 9th Congressional 
District was also active in neighboring Robeson County, and state investigators are interviewing 
voters here. 


Under a theory state investigators are working, Bladen County may have been the hub of an 
organized effort to collect absentee ballots. But Robeson County had more unreturned absente 
ballots in the November election — and a potentially larger impact on results. 





A Robeson County couple told WRAL News this week that two women came to their door and le 
with their absentee ballots. That's illegal, and it mirrors reports from Bladen County that have thrown 
https ://www.wral.com/state inquiry into Sth congressional district extends into robeson/18045420/ 1/4 
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the congressional race into turmoil and raised the possibility of another election. 


Another Robeson County woman said she was paid to get people to request absentee ballots in the 


county, which is legal. 


The woman said she was directed by Jennifer Boyd, who is believed to be connected to McCrae 
Dowless, the man at the center of the state investigation. Boyd witnessed dozens of absentee ballots 
with Lisa Britt, who is the daughter of Dowless' ex-wife and did absentee ballot work in both Bladen 


and Robeson counties. 


Dowless worked through a third-party consultant on Republican Mark Harris' campaign in the 9th 
District, and he is suspected of running crews door to door to collect ballots. The State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement officially named Dowless "a person of interest in connection with an 


alleged absentee ballot operation" on Friday. 


No one has been charged, and the investigation may continue for another two weeks. 


More than 3,400 of the mail-in absentee ballots requested in the 9th District ahead of the election 


went unreturned. More than 1,100 of those were from Robeson County. 


"Ve don't know where the outstanding ballots are at this point,’ Wake County District Attorney Lorrin 


Freeman, whose office is running a separate criminal investigation, said this week. 


Britt's named appears on dozens of absentee ballot certifications in both Bladen and Robeson 
counties, according to records the state has put online as part of its investigation. Mail-in ballots have 
to be witnessed by two people under North Carolina law, and in Robeson County, Britt typically signed 


in tandem with either Boyd or Rhonda Strickland. 


In Bladen County, she typically signed with either Ginger Eason or a man whose name appears to be 
James Singleton. His signature is difficult to read, but witnesses are not required to write their names 


legibly. 


It's not illegal to witness so many ballots, but it’s a red flag because it's unusual. 


Efforts to reach Britt and Strickland were not successful. Eason and another woman, Cheryl Kinlaw, 


told WRAL News earlier this week that Dowless paid them to collect absentee ballots. 


Britt told Buzzfeed News that she didn't collect anyone's ballots, but voters interviewed as a media 


frenzy descended on this rural part of North Carolina have said she did. 
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Boyd declined an interview when WRAL News reached her. "No comment," she said. "Have a blessed 


day." 


, Congressional District race says she feels duped 
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In Robeson County, Cary and and Wendy Grimsley told WRAL News that they filled out absentee 
ballots while a woman they believed to be Britt and a second woman that they did not know were at 
their home in Saint Pauls. The women did not tell them how.to vote, they said, but left with their 


sealed ballots, as well as one from Cary Grimsley's daughter, the couple said. 


The two women had a list of other stops, the couple said. 


Cary Grimsley described himself as "a Republican man," but said he normally does not vote. State 
records. show his absentee ballot, and his wife's and daughter's, were counted this year. Records also 


indicate that Boyd and Strickland, not Britt, witnessed their ballots. 


It's unclear how many absentee ballots collected by strangers in this race were counted. 


Two Bladen County voters filed affidavits in this investigation saying a woman they did not know came 
to their homes to collect ballots. But they later voted in person, making their absentee votes moot in 


the final election count. 


Freeman said there is still work to be done to determine how often that happened and how 
significantly any harvesting efforts affected election outcomes. As of Friday evening, Freeman said 


her investigation was focused on Bladen County and had not moved into Robeson County. 


The Grimsleys said a state elections board investigator came to their home Wednesday. They said 
the whole process of voting absentee started as a favor to Ashley Pate, who lives nearby and told 


them she was getting paid to persuade people to request mail-in ballots. 


That's legal, according to experts in North Carolina election law, but it's another red flag. 


*% 


State seizes Bladen County evidence in 9th District 
investigation 





Dowless and a person named Jessica Dowless turned in more than half the absentee ballot requests 


that Bladen County received in the run up to the election, according to a log the county kept of people 
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State inquiry into 9th Congressional District extends into Robeson :: WRAL.com 
who dropped off requests. Similar numbers for Robeson County haven't been released, but the 
county's Board of Elections chairman said state investigators collected those records the day after the 


state board first voted to delay final results in the 9th District. 


Pate told WRAL News that Boyd made arrangements for her to be paid, communicating with her 


through Facebook Messenger. In the end, Pate said, she didn't sign up many people. 


"| felt a little weird," she said. 


Deedra Ashley, who lives in Robeson County, said state investigators also visited her Wednesday 
asking about her ballot. Bond and Strickland witnessed that ballot as well, based on signatures on the 


return envelope. 


Ashley said only one person visited her to witness the ballot, though, and that she didn't remember 


her name. 


"| told (investigators) | didn't remember a second signature," Ashley said Thursday. "There wasn't a 


second person here." 


Both witnesses are supposed to sign in the voter's presence. 


Ashley said the woman who visited her didn't push her to vote for anyone particular. 


Her absentee ballot was counted, according to state records. It was the first time the 59-year-old had 


voted. 


Tags: Mark Harris, 9th Congressional District, 2018 campaigns, absentee bailot, State Board of Elections 
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State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement — 919) 814-0755 








December 28, 2018 


VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 


Alexander Dale 
acd@wardandsmith.com 


Re: Emergency Petition to Certify the Election by the Mark Harris for 


Congress Committee (the “Petition”. 


Attorney Dale: 


The State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement (the “State Board”) 
received the above-referenced Petition by email at 10:15 a.m. today. It was 
transmitted to all appointed State Board members at 10:16 a.m. Your Petition 
requests certification before noon today, which would require consideration in an 
emergency meeting called by the Chair or by a majority of State Board members. See 
G.S. § 163A-3(a). Neither has occurred. As of the issuance of this letter, only two 
board members requested a meeting to consider your petition. 


As Chair of the State Board, I am familiar with the progress of the agency’s 
investigation and announced hearing on /n re [nvestigation of election irregularities 
affecting counties within the 9th Congressional District (herein “In re Investigation 
of Election Irregularities’), a matter now pending before the State Board under G.S. 
§§ 163A-1180 and 163A-1181 (fmr. G.S. §§ 163-182.12 and 163-182.13, respectively). 


The State Board, as presently constituted with nine appointees, initiated /n re 
Investigation of Election Irregularities on its own motion. On November 27, the State 
Board convened the canvass and authentication meeting required by G.S. 
§ 163A-1172(c) (fmr. G.S. § 163-182.5). After extensive briefing from counsel and 
investigators in closed session, the State Board unanimously declined to certify 
results in the contest for election to the U.S. House of Representatives in the 9th 
Congressional District in the exercise of G.S. § 163A-1180 (fmr. G.S. § 163-182.12), 


which nrawidesc ae fallawe in relevant nart: 
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The State Board may consider protests that were not filed in compliance 
with G.S. 163A-1177, may initiate and consider complaints on its own 
motion, may intervene and take jurisdiction over protests pending 
before a county board, and may take any other action necessary to 
assure that an election is determined without taint of fraud or 
corruption and without irregularities that may have changed the result 
of an election. 


On November 30, the State Board ordered officials in Bladen and Robeson counties 
to withhold certificates of elections in three additional contests: District Court in 
Judicial District 16B (Seat 2), Bladen County Commissioner (District 3), and Bladen 
Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. The apparent margin of victory in 
each additional contest represented fewer votes than those presently under scrutiny 
in connection to /n re Investigation of Election Irregularities. In addition, on 
November 30, the State Board again declined to certify the results and announced 
that an evidentiary hearing would be held. 


After consultation with all board members, on December 17 I executed the 
enclosed Order of Proceedings on /n re /nvestigation of Election Irregularities 
announcing a hearing on January 11 before the State Board “however constituted as 
the body then-authorized to enforce G.S. §§163A-1180 and 163A-1181 or G.S. 
§§163-182.12 and 163-182.13.” The Order of Proceedings established evidentiary 
standards and procedural requirements governing the State Board’s consideration 
and adjudication of this matter. It established relevant dates as follows: 


December 21: Submission of affidavits and evidentiary exhibits. 
January 6: Submission of briefs and applications pro fac vice. 
January 11: Hearing by the State Board at the N.C. State Bar. 


While entry of a written order will conclude the State Board’s resolution of Jn 
re Investigation of Election Irregularities, the State Board’s work is ongoing, 
involving substantial efforts to gather evidence and assess allegations of unlawful 
conduct affecting the elections process in certain counties within the 9th 
Congressional District. To date, the State Board’s investigative staff has conducted 
more than 100 interviews, and the staff is actively engaged in the review of more than 
182,000 pages of materials produced in response to 12 subpoenas for documents 
issued by the State Board under G.S. § 163A-4(a) (fmr. G.S. § 163-23). Based ona 
recommendation from staff, the Board issued numerous additional subpoenas today. 


N@RTH CAROLINA 


State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement 

As you know, your client i is under a subpoena dated December 1, but has made 
only one production on December 7 totaling 398 pages. Yet your client through 
counsel indicated that you possess roughly 140,000 additional documents that may 
be responsive but have not yet been produced. We have received repeated 
assurances as recently as December 24 regarding your efforts to comply with the 
subpoena. You are hereby requested to fully comply with the Board’s subpoena so 
as to not further impact the agency’s ability to resolve the investigation. 





Staff at the agency have made several attempts to schedule an interview with 
your client. On December 7 counsel for the Harris Committee by phone indicated 
your client would be willing to sit for an interview following production of documents. 
Your client retained individual counsel and on December 24 agency staff sought to 
confirm his continued intent to be interviewed. We await confirmation of the same. 


As you are aware the State Board has endeavored to meet its statutory 
obligations in a transparent manner. We have and we will continue to provide public 
access to documents and evidence to the fullest extent possible without undermining 
current investigative efforts. To date, more than 8,000 pages of materials have been 
posted publicly. The evidentiary hearing itself will be public. 


The main goal of State Board staff has been and continues to be a thorough 
and transparent investigation into elections irregularities, so that State Board 
members have as much evidence as possible in front of them when they consider 
whether to certify the 9th Congressional District contest or order a new election. The 
faith of voters in our election system depends on that. 


Best Regards, 


Wns 
Joshua D. Malcolm 
Chair 
State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement 


cc: State Board Members 


Encl. 


In re. Investigation of election irregularities affecting 
Congressional District 9 


Exhibit 
4.2.6.1.1 


Example of most current Absentee Application 
and Certificate (a/k/a the “ballot return envelope”). 
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Absentee Application and Certificate 


| Fraudulently or Falsely completing this formisa Class i felony under Chapter 163 of the N.C. General § Statutes 


The following people are PROHIBITED from signing the Witnesses’ Certification: 
For all voters: a candidate, UNLESS the candidate is the voter's. near relative: 


For voters who are patients or residents of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or adult care home: (1) an owner, man aan director, or employee of that 
facility; (2) an individual who holds any federal, State, or local elective office; and (3) an individual who holds office in a State, congressional di strict, pounty or precinct political 
pany or organization, ¢ or who isa peatibalgy manager or treasurer for any candidate or poultice’ party. 








Witnesses’ Certification 


Option 1: Two (2) Witnesses 
(Required Unless a Notary Publicis the Witness) 


Voter's Certification {Required} 

| am applying for an absentee ballot * | am a duly qualified voter, regis- 
tered as an affiliate of the political party indicated on this applicati lon 
Affix NON-BARCODE : All information re fee on this application is correct * | am entitled 
to vote in this: ele - If | am an Unaffiliated voter voting in a primary 
election, | am voting in the party primary indicated on the attached 
Label HERE label + If the party indicated is (UNA), | am voting a nonpartisan ballot. 


| further certify that | marked the enclosed ballot tor it was marked for 
me according to my instructions) in the presence of: 














| certify that: « | am at least 18 years old « | am not disqualified from witnessing the ballot as 
describedin the WARNING on the flap of this envelope » The Voter marked the enclosed ballot in 
my presence, or caused it to be marked in the Voter’s presence according to his/herinstruction « 
The Voter signed this Absentee Application and Certificate, or caused it to be signed « | respected _ 


the secrecy of the ballot and the Voter's privacy, unless | assisted the Voter at his/her request. 
[complete Voter Assistant Certification section]. 


| Witness #1 






















[ two (2) witnesses who are at least 18 years of age and who are not 


law to witness the ee of Ma, Sra Ge ballot (the 
Affix BARCODE witnesses 


: a notary 
Label HERE Certificat, 
































Option 2: Notary Pi 
Required Unless Tw 






c as Witness 
nesses Provided) 






zl Second Primary Request or Runoff st 
Inthe.event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Fiecti 
| request that an absentee application and ballot bé.is 01 
and mailed to me. (Check the box to receive eligibfe ballots.) 



















20__—___.,, the Voter: 
personally “appeared before me, was positively 
identified, and in my presence, the’ Voter r marked the the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in the Voter's 
‘presence according to his/her instruction * The Voter signed this Absentee Application and Certificate, or 
caused it to be signed : | am at least 18 years old * | am not disqualified from witnessing the ballot as 
described in the WARNING on the flap of this envelope «| respected the secrecy of the ballot and the privacy _ 
ofthe Voter, unless | assisted the Voter at his/her request [complete Voter Assistant Certification section]. 


NOTE: Anotary may pg charge any fee for witnessing and affixing a notarial seal to an absentee ballot application or certificate {G S, § 108-30} 
STATEOF 
COUNTY OF 


| certify that: on the 





“certify. at: queste 2 isted the 
Voter by marking the ballot only accor ing to ihe Voter's: instruction: 
and/or l'assisted the Voter in completing the Absentee Application and 
Certificate « | assisted the Voter only tn’ the Voter's presence « | am 
the Voter’s near relative or verifiable lega al uardon or | am providing 
assistance because a near relative or iega guardian is unavailable to 
assist the Voter. 








[| Annual Request for IlIness/Disability 
Due to continued or expected illness or disability,.1 request that 
this application be a request for absentee ballots for any other 
elections to be held this calendar year in which | am eligible to 
‘participate. (Check the box to receive eligible ballots.) 











Name of Assistant Address of Assistant 


X 


Signature of Assistant Date 


Signature of Voter (if applicable) 





Address where application and ballots shouid be mailed Notary Public Commission Expiration Date. 
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for each category of the 
Detailed Summary Page 









FOR LINE NUMBER: 
(check only one) 


PAGE 68 OF 72 





Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (in Full) 


Mark Harris for Congress 





Cc. 


Pollock, Freida, , , 
Mailing Address 800 S, York Street 
#2411 
City State Zip Code 
Gastonia NC 28052 5511 
Furppse of Disbursement 
In-kind:items for meet and greet 
Candidate Name Category/ 
Type 
Office Sought: a | House Disbursement For: 2018 
Senate _x| Primary | __ General 
___ President ___| Other (specify) w 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
Red Dome Group 
Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr 
City State Zip Code 
cl . NC 27012-9376 
Pympose of Disbursement 
Candidate Name Category/ 
Type 
Office Sought: | House Disbursement For: 2018 
| Senate | Primary | General 
|__| President ____ Other (specify) w 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
Red Dome Group 
Mailing Address 6955 Towncenter Dr 
City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012 9376 
P of Disbursement 
Admin and Salary 001 
Type 
Office Sought: | House Disbursement For. 2018 
a ' | Primary | | General 
___ President |_| Other (specify) 
State: District: 
SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional) .................2::c::scscccssecos cee sees ceeeesee coe cessneceneeeceees 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line mumber Only)........:..--:-ssscseeceecetercnesseeseeseenestenreneueresseees BD 


Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 


2017 


FEC Identification Number 
i 


Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 


200.09 
Transaction ID : B185C796B7FE24B11840 
Memo Item 
Date of Disbursement 
wu’ mivio”’ofwiy* ¥~ 1 
08 01 2017 


FEC identification Number 


Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 


, 12677.00 
Transaction ID : B84C1638E6BC145AAA10 
Memo Item 
Date of Disbursement 
09 —tti‘«CS 2017 


FEC Identification Number 
G 


Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 


17683.59 
Transaction ID ; B32958EE8B8E24EDB803 
Memo Item 


30560.68 
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SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) FOR LINE aa |PAGE 78 OF 84 


Use separate schedule(s) (check he one) 


ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS lob each category or ie 
Detailed Summary Page 
20a 
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of Se contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 


Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 




















A. Office, United, States, , Date of Disbursement 

Mailing Address 11035 Golf Links Dr N | 

oe Siale ee ore sit FEC enineation NUDE 

Charlotte NC 28277 0045 Asie nat, See, 

Purpose of Disbursement 

stamps 

Candidate Name “Category/ Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 

Office Sought: a : House eo een For: 2018 : ae 49. 00 
C | Senate _x| Primary |_| General “Transaction ID : BE01634EA52254DBFAB7 
+ | President fe | Other (specify) Ww 4 eres 

State: District: : - 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 





B Philbeck, Tracy, si Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 2635 Puetts Chapel Rd | § 08. ONtFTt—= 







































Cit State. Zip Code 
id sch a | FEC Identification Number 
Bessemer City NC 28016 8700 Foe creas ts Penadtie aud a teats 
Purpose of Disbursement 
In-kind: 
Candidate Name “Category : Amount of Each Disbursement this ped 
Office Sought: i | House Disbursement For: 2018 a ©1229. 37 
feminined pen : 2 : Peete 
“| Senate x Primary | | General Transaction ID:  B3ED7268EDF254A4FAE3 
— ond 
i President |__| Other (specify) Vv Kankacltees 
State: District: , 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
C. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 
ae ® IRA RS aot, * Care se ¥ 
Mailing Address 955 Towncenter Dr 2017 
oly oiale Zip Code FEC Identification Number 
Sons NC 27012-9376 os 
ose of Disbursement ee 
min and Salary 001, 
Candidate Name Category/ Amount of Each pissurssrnent this Period 
Type 3 su sntaceagsiatay feet gh te 
Office Sought: L 4 House Disbursement For: 2018 : * 24935. 00 
L| a pommel ix| Primary | General Transaction ID : B4ABGBOSBEDA4456E9C8 
| President : | Other (specify) v : “ Memo Item 
State: District: aa 
| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional)............:::cssccccsssceeseeceeeeeeeeeseceeeedeeeseeteeeetteresenees > : > On  "'26213.37 ; 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line. MUMmber Only) ..:.......cescesseesteeseestseeseetseeessseseseesesneaeeesensees > Oo 
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: OR LINE NUMBE PAGE 79 OF 84 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) eer me = a aL aa 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS Ier each category or Me 19a 19b 

Detailed. Summary Page iad bab aes 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 
eye ips , Porgy , wy omygemayys 


Mailing Address. 6255 Towncenter Dr e 2017 ot ten 



























City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012 9376 = 
ose of Disbursement 
min and Salary — 
Candidate Name " Category/ . pmount of Each Eeeuee enn this ened 
Office Sought: House Disbursement For: 2018 ce 2558.0 00, i 
__| Senate _x| Primary |_| General “Transaction ID ; BF670643F$08B422DBEC 
: yor 4 . 
|| President | Other (specify) w Mania lien 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
B Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr 
City State Zip Code 
ell NC 27012 9376 
ose o ee eement grtviengeoaeencany 
min and Salary oot 
Candidate Name “Category/ Amount of Each Disbursement this oe 
Office Sought: _ | House Disbursement For: 2018 
~~) Senate i xt Primary & General 
| President Other (specify) w 


State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 


c. Solutions, Delargy's, Print, , 








Mailing Address. 4890 N Tryon St | 7 el ted 
















City State Zip Code 
Charlotte | NC | 28213-7032 on 
Purpose of Disbursement ; 
printing Q 
Candidate Name | “Category/ | Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Type pate urate eat sete 
Office Sought: {| | House Disbursement For: 2018 . —_ “475. 42 : 
__| Senate * Primary |_| General nsaction ID : BC302F3CCCBa7aNz0809 
| | President Other (specify) 7 iseae: ees 
State: District: : 


SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional) . ~~ — 4478.42 


TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only) 
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. FOR LINE NUMBER: [PAGE 34 OF 36 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) (check only one) 7 


ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS for each category of the 


Detailed Summary Page 





Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
’ Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 





























A. Pogorzelski, Conrad, , , Ill Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address 5233 CR Wood Rd : 
City State Zip Code: 
Gastonia NC 28056 8921 " 
Purpose. of Disbursement gaaeny 
grassroots 006 
Candidate Name pers : Amount of Each rere ene we enoet 
Office Sought: | House Disbursement For: 2018 j | “444, 69 ' 
eNotes on cowantlee “ 
“4 Senate Ix Primary i__| General “Transaction ID : B2756CE0D7561454DA1F 
President | Other (specify) w Nana. lem 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
B Properties, Key, Man, , Date of Disbursement 
yest eit ys et igs RY oct eeld ; Y ft eo ss SY EE y eo : 
Mailing Address 4389 Indian Trail Fairview Rd — 2018 
City State Zip Code 
Indian Trail NC 28079 9639 ae 
Purpose of Disbursement 
rent 
Candidate Name  Category/ “ Amount of Each PisHursement “ poe 
Type. ss eis ES Rea De iss age Y eee weave getty 


| | House Disbursement For: 2018 ae “760.0 00 | 
| Senate ix! Primary |] General Transaction ID : B9089CDA9E7DD43EAS1B 
z President a Other (specify) w : 

State: District: 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 


c. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 


Office Sought: 








Memo Item 








Mailing Address §955 Towncenter Dr 



















City State Zip Code 
—— NC 27012 9376 
ose of Disbursement genanipeocrgp ang 
min and Salary : 001 : 
Candidate Name “Category! 
Type 
Office Sought: | | House ore For: 2018 
et 
| | Senate ic, Primary ' | General 
i | Presider Other (specif | 
_ President | (sp i) y emechen 
State: District: iv 
SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional)...........sccsscssscsessseseseseestsessseeeseeesenseseeeenees > i . 9108.52 


TOTAL This Period (last page this line NUMber ONly) ........c:ceesecssessssseccsseceetetestecetestecssseesennensens 
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SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) nen page “Sof 
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Detailed Summary Page Baa . Spe 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 
















































City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012-9376 
pose of Disbursement 
min and Salary 
Candidate Name oe Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Type is sie phen GRE REMAN 
Office Sought: ' | House Disbursement For: 2018 : “ -19217.6 64 : 
Ee | Senate ,x| Primary |_| General “transaction ID : BE700C7A3ACS64A28970 
& President Zz Other (specify) w ome 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
g. volutions, Delargy's, Print, , Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address 4800 N Tryon St Ea ide Lmaateat Oo ntutaadl 
ity State Zip Code 
Charlotte NC 28213-7032 
“ping emer a : 
printing a 
Candidate Name vCaleaory 7 Amount of Each ee this oe 
Office Sought: House Disbursement For: 2018 eee 244 82 4 
__| Senate es Primary. i General | CT nsaction | ID: .B1A6DE32B0BSD43E0AF8 
i | President ik | Other (Specify) w Mania leia 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
C. Wells Fargo Securities Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address 409630 Providence Road 
City State Zip Code 
Charlotte NC 28277-0233 
Purpose. of Disbursement agsenanganeecuenntpamies 
transfer 
Candidate Name “Category/ Amount. of Each Disbursement this Period 
Office Sought: ca House Disbursement For: 2018 
J Senate c Primary [| General 
| President Other (specify) ¥ 
State: District: wes 
| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional) «...........:c.s:ccscccesteesesreesseeesseseeeeersensensaetanenesees > ’ le aaa 19459.46 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only) ..ssssessssssssssssssssseessssessssssssesssesssssenssssecsasessesees oc 





FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201806249115167388 





Ses | 2: PAGE 88 OF 94 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) feck ony one) face Sor 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS IOs ea 0a Ore 19a 19b 
Detailed Summary Page _ a el 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 























A. Properties, Key, Man, Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address 4389 Indian Trail Fairview Rd 05 og 2018 
ely oe ap ous FEC Identification Number 
Indian Trail NC 28079-9639 fan Rags tap ec Reason one ada 
Purpose of, Disbursement 
rent for office Bos 
Candidate Name “Category/ | Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Office Sought: L | House Disbursement For: 2018 ; 
ee — 56s oe poe ‘eres 
_| Senate | 4 Primary (| General Transaction iD B360C19AA43294766848 
[4 President ,__| Other (specify) w Memo Item 
State: District: | 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
B Properties, Key, Man, Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 4389 Indian Trail Fairview Rd 





City State Zip Code 
Indian Trail NC 28079-9639 
Purpose of Disbursement Sigmon ganna 
rent for office Sara 
_ 001 
Candidate Name “Calegony/- 
Type 
Office Sought: | House: Disbursement For: 2018 
~~ | Senate | Primary ; | General 
~~ | President Other (specify) w 
State: District: | 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
c. Red Dome Group 





eee : 
Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr : ee wil 






















City State Zip Gode 
els NC 27012-9376 
ose of Disbursement - 
min and Salary for staff and printing 
Candidate Name ©. ys 
Type 
Office Sought: | i House. Disbursement For: 2018 
- | Senate * Primary [| General 
| ; 
| President Other (specify) ¥ vee 
State: District: 
| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optiomal) sssscssss:ssssssssssssusscsssssssessesessssensssseusssnssseeeee oO "2935752. 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number Only) .:......cc.ccceeeesceeeseesseessseeneeseeeetnenseseseeseoesenneee 


FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201806249115167389 





\ PAGE 89 OF 94 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) ad [page or 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS nor eacn categoly OF Ie 19a 19b 
Detailed Summary. Page a ue oie 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 


City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC. 27012-9376 


Purpose of Disbursement 
Admin and Salary for staff grassroots and media 






















































Candidate Name i ss—<—sSSS "Cates on i 
Type — 
Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 ; ? 5 
oe Ate ~ : - ae tes : 
* Senate | Primary Ped General  Taneaction iD: B6C3BE87A3C7E4287877 
= io | 
= President ee Other (specify) w Manne: (tein 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
B Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address §955 Towncenter Dr 
City State Zip Code 
—— NC 27012-9376 
ose of Disbursement 
Gmin and Salary for staff and grassroots 
Candidate Name Cates ate o 
Type nr 
Office Sought: | _ | House Disbursement For: 2018 ee ae = 26880.88 | 
a Teer _x| Primary {| General ansaction "ID : B9ESS9EB7CF2A434F995 
| | President | | Other pect Vv Memo Item 
State: District: Ron 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
C. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 
ay | oe Alp Oe0e FEC Identification Number 
sails NC 27012-9376 Rais Rh et Re taal 
ose of Disbursement ariesadgaesengpantiom 
min and Salary for staff and grassroot - 001 
Candidate Name “Category/ Amount of Pact Pissureement this Period 
Office Sought: ? | House per eel For: 2018 : : 
| | President Other eT v a 
State: District: | 
| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional) -:............:cccscssseseeeeceeceeteenteneessteasesseeaeteeeeees > : eee ” 67550.87 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number OMy) .:........ceceeseeesssessseessesteedneseeeteneesatsttieenerens . 






FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201807169115711603 





, FOR LINE aa PAGE 125 OF 131 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) (check mT one) +i 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS pO ese seategeny et tie 19a . 
Detailed Summary Page en Hs pie 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A Properties, Key, Man, ; Date of Disbursement 


ae 


Mailing Address 4389 Indian Trail Fairview Rd 
















































City State Zip Code. 
Indian Trail NC 28079-9639 
Purpose of Disbursement 
rent - 
Candidate Name  Category/ : Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: ee 
|_| Senate Le Primary x | General 
a President Ce Other ee v 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
p. Red Dome Group 
_ es : iwi aoe oe v “ 
City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012-9376 is 
Purpose of Disbursement 
Admin and Salary for staff grassroots and media penile) 
Candidate Name “Category/ PINON of Each pispursement this Period 
Office Sought: | House Disbursement For: 2018 
| | Senate | Primary x] General 
President Other (specify) w 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
c. Red Dome Group 
City State Zip Code 
soon NC 27012-9376 
ose of Disbursement ssiornenueosotenroonis 
min and Salary for staff grassroots and media 001 
Candidate Name. “Category/ Amount of Each DisPureeinent this Period 
Office Sought: i | House Disbursement For: 2018 
| Senate : | Primary Lx General 
4 Presi t i 
= aniesiaent oy Ser SPeeMy) Vv = . Memo Item 
State: District: mae 
| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional). ........:-.sssssssereseseteeteeessenserssetseteetsensseneres > : oe 22658.00 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line Number Only) ...........cescecesssseeessteceseceeeeeessseeeeeeseeeesssseeeeeees : | 


FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201807169115711604 





eee | we ae PAGE 126 OF 131 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) cao 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS tobe acme C ato eb ie 19a 19b 
Detailed Summary Page ay sais see 





Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 








Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 




































City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012-9376 
ose of Disbursement | 
min and Salary for staff grassroots and media 
Candidate Name Category/ ; Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Type y aseirnaneaean stake map sete 
Office Sought: {| | House Disbursement For: 2018 97125 50 : 
port aaa . Das sates : 
|_| Senate [| Primary |_| General Transaction ID : “BE6CD924934514403B9B 
a President i | Other (specify) w Saceusciats 
State: District: | 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
B Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr 
City State Zip Code 
a NC 27012-9376 
ose of Disbursement 
Gmin and Salary for staff grassroots and media 
Candidate Name 
Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 — eae “13710. 79 : 
a Senate |_| Primary |x| General Transaction ID : BDC276CA8D37441 F3967 
| | President | | Other (specify) w iverme tem 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
Cc. Seaman, Lillian, , , Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address g364 Windsor Ridge Dr 






















City State Zip Code 

Charlotte NC 28277-6528 

Purpose of Disbursement 

In-kind: 
Candidate Name "eneenl : 
Type 

Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 so ; : : 
— = . : ee " im - 
f | Senate |_| Primary [x] General Transaction ID : B9031CA3FASD94C12A87 
i -_ i a: 
|__| President i_} Other (Specify) = Memo Item 

State: District: pie 

| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional) ............. ce ecccssscesesseesessereeeeeeessenesenseneeneeenees > - es 23709.05 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number Only) ........-cccscccsssssseesescsseseesseseeeeesssscscssseeesecaesees —_— : 






FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201810159125303712 


SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) FOR LINE NUMBER: [PAGE 283 OF 295 


aos Use separate schedule(s) (check only one) 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS Ob each Category Or tie 17 18 19a 19b 
Detailed Summary Page 5 20 
a 20c. 





Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle. Initial) 




















A. Pogorzelski, Conrad, , , Ill Date of Disbursement 
ey Beh a BESSA ERS RAS, cere : 
Mailing Address 5233 CR Wood Rd 
City State. Zip Code 
Gastonia NC 28056 8921 
Purpose fu Disbursement | ae 
grassroots 
Candidate Name ‘Category/ | Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Type a sie laho eames 
Office Sought: - House Disbursement For: 2018 : paca ; ee 
_| Senate __| Primary |x| General “Transaction ID : B23ADE6SE230B4C47B35 
_| President L_ Other (Specify) w 4 = Memo item 
State: District: ses 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
B. Pogorzelski, Conrad, hs I Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 5233 CR Wood Rd 







































It) State Zip Code 
y P FEC Identification Number 
Gastonia NC 28056 8921 23 
Purpose of Disbursement scpaneoitgresenringemnncen 
food for volunteers and stakes fr signs 006 > 
Candidate Name “Category/ PnOvE of Each Disbursement this eer00 
Office Sought: 4 House Disbursement For: 2018 f a 
_| Senate |_| Primary | «| General Transaction | ID : ieee 

PT Eigeicent i) DIET Speci) oy Memo Item 

State: District: 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

Cc. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 

Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr ee ee ee 

City State. Zip Code 

Sell NC 27012 9376 

w ose of Disbursement 
min and Salary for staff grassroots and media 

aise . 

Office Sought: | _ House Disbursement For: 2018 
| Senate (| Primary ' | General 
rc President | | Other (specify) 

State: District: Seo 

| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional).....-.-.sssestcssssssssesstescseeesestessssessbesctseeatanecseas > - " 29981.19 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number Only) .......::sscssccceeesessestssseesesesseeseetecsseesececessseeseees - 






FEC Schedule B (Form 3} (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201810159125303713 





PAGE 284 OF 295 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) eek ony oe) : i 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS tot eaety eategory er Me 19a 19b 

Detailed Summary Page i BH ae 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


\ NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 





Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 

















City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC. 27012 9376 
ose of Disbursement 
dmin and Salary for staff grassroots and media 
Candidate Name “Category/ Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Type osteo ag cme ee stat cee 
Office Sought: House Disbursement For: aCe 4973. 3.67 
_| Senate [ + Primary |X, General FransactionD : BNABDB4ESB39276279EB 
Lb 
' a eset | Other egeciiy emotion 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
B Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 


vey 


yy : 
Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr a 2018 











City State Zip Code 
anaes NC | 27012 9376 m 
ose of Disbursement 
Gin and Salary for staff grassroots and media 
Candidate Name -Category/_ Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Office Sought: House Disbursement For: 2018 
~~ | Senate | Primary x! General 
~~ | President Other (specify) w 
State: District: 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
c, Red Dome Group 





Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 





























City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012 9376 
Purpose of Disbursement neggaocmesigteite 
grassroots 001 
Candidate Name Seaegeny | Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 
Office Sought: |_| House Disbursement For: 2018 : a 6030. 92° | 
— Senate - Primary | General nsaction ID7-B5286036B17CD4D90B5B 
| | President Other (specify) — v | Memo Item 
State: District: — 
SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional)..........::s:ccsscscsssestesteesteessseesseecesseeesseneseneeters | * 33437.59 -_ 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only) .:......-.::ss:ssesseesssessssessessstesstesessneseesteneeeeseses 






FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201810159125303714 


SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS 


Use separate schedule(s) 
for each category of the 
Detailed Summary Page 


FOR LINE a 
(check ie one) 





| PAGE 285 OF 295_ 


a 20b 20c 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 


Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Red Dome Group 


Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 














City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC | 27012 9376 
Purpose of Disbursement 
grassroots and salaries for staff 
Candidate Name vCategon) J . 
Type 
Office Sought: = House Disbursement For: 2018 
| | Senate a Primary [x| General 
| President L Ge 4 Other (specify) — v 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
p, Red Dome Group 
Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr 
City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC | 27012 9376 
Purpose of Disbursement = (i ests—<“—sts ei 
grassroots | 
scsisiscl es “C Sedan J : 
Type 
Office Sought: | House Disbursement For: 2018 
| Senate | | Primary | x, General 
H President Other (specify) w 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
c. Red Dome Group 
Mailing Address §955 Towncenter Dr 
City State Zip Code 
Clemmons | NC | 27012 9376 
Purpose of Disbursement = i i ss—<“—stsCCi(‘ts SN cect 
grassroots and salaries for staff 001 


Candidate Name 


Type 


Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 


§ 


| | Senate | Primary | | General 
P| ; — 
__| President |__| Other (specify) y 


State: District: 





| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional) ............:ccsccccccscssssdeeeeseseesseseessessssneesesseeseeaeees 


TOTAL This Period (last page this line number Only) ...........:c:csssceeseseeeseensecseeeseseseeseneeseeeseesecseeese 



























Date of Disbursement 





“24512. 00 ; 
Rag ~ hie Re 
Traneaction iD: BA12B96483BEB476FA57 


Memo Item 





Date of Disbursement 


ES PEO 








7628. 38 
HP saad & 
nsaction ID: “B4DE02B1 377594CFDB8D 


Memo Item 





Date of Disbursement 





2018 





ree Leaded SE: 





Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 





2260.00 : . 
paises Been ae manana 


Transaction 1 





: B32DD 





Memo lItem 












FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201810159125303715 





| ) PAGE 286 OF 295 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) eek ny oe) [pce oF 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS not each Galegoly Of-ine 19a 19b 
Detailed Summary Page pes ae 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Red Dome Group | Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address. 6255 Towncenter Dr 













































City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012 9376 
Purpose of Disbursement 
grassroots and salaries for staff 
CandidateName—(i‘s™SOSOS™*™*”*”:”””C*dS ete ; 7 i i 
Type 
Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 | 
= Senate is | Primary ix General 
| President |__| Other (specify) w 
State: District: 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
p. Red Dome Group : 
Mailing Address 6955 Towncenter Dr 08 
Cit State Zip Code 
: P FEC Identification Number 
Clemmons NC 27012 9376 a eae 
Purpose of Disbursement gobtaarmygioinonstgastunele 
grassroots and salaries for staff i 001. : 
Candidate Name “Category/ pneu of Each Disbursement this Period 
Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 . = 22790. 00 | 
7 | Senate __| Primary |x| General Transaction 1 ID : B68FOA321592D4F15A0A 
President Other (specify) Vv Meio dien: 
State: District: = 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
c. Research, Meeting, Street, , Date of Disbursement 
Mailing Address 4143 Pitt St 
City State Zip Code 
Mt Pleasant SC 29464-4734 
Purpose of Disbursement 
polling 
Candidate Name 
Office Sought: _ | House Disbursement For: 2018 
| Senate ms Primary | 9, General 
| President Other (specify) ¥ Memaicin 
State: District: : 
| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (Optional)...........ssccsccceeseerereeseesecscteesteaseeseeeseeeaeensenes “43753.14 
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number Onlly).:.........:sscssscseesssceeresseeseseseseseeeseesteesseeneesens 






FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


Image# 201810269133542525 





. PAGE 107 OF 111 
SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) Use separate schedule(s) ial el 7 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS tor Gach category Grins 19a 19b 
Detailed Summary Page ey Bae oe 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 
SERS ages pnt Pa ehupte RS ! xf v ity a Bee Pe : rs 


Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 2018 © so 


























City State Zip. Code. 

Clemmons NC 27012-9376. 

Purpose of Disbursement 

grassroots 

Candidate Name " Category/ : Amount of Each Disbursement t this Period 

Type , aggemgaenigenenny 

Office Sought: | i House Disbursement For: 2018 : “18750.0 00 : 
C1 Senate __| Primary |x| General enreacion it: BE20085092293440D811 
| ' President | Other (specify) w | Mania ech 

State: District: 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

p. Research, Meeting, Street, , Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 443 Pitt St 

























City State Zip Code 

Mt Pleasant SC 29464-4734 

Purpose of Disbursement Meee Cele: 

polling 005 

Candidate Name “@aiecony/, pmouniie of Each | Disbursement this Period 

Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 : 8000. 0.00 : 
|_| Senate |_| Primary —_[ x} General Transaction ID : BB53B4501960340C2901 
| | President Other (specify) w Memo Item 

State: District: 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

c. Research, Meeting, Street, , Date of Disbursement 


Bi by *y Sy : 
Mailing Address 473 Pitt St 2018 











City State Zip Code 

Mt Pleasant SC 29464-4734 see 

Purpose of Disbursement 

polling /research Seu 

Candidate Name “Category/ Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 

Office Sought! § | House Disbursement For: 2018 Zz _. "9500. 00 a 
|_| Senate : ‘Primary |x| General Transaction ID : B289C69FF4D3E41E08BB 
| | President Other (specify) enna aise 





State: District: 


| SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional) ...-sssssssssssssssssssssssssssessecececesssssnssusnnueseeeseeeessen - 31250.00 


TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only) 











FEC Schedule B (Form 3) (Revised 05/2016) 


rg 


Image# 201812069135221727 









FOR LINE NUMBER: = [PAGE 134 OF 145_ 
(check only one) 










SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3) 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS 





Use separate schedule(s) 
for each category of the 
Detailed Summary Page 


Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 
NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 





Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
A. Payment, Google, a Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway 




















City State Zip Code 

Mountain View CA 94043 1351 ; 

Purpose of Disbursement 

web : 

Candidate Name -Category/ Amount of Each Disbursement this Period 

Office Sought: oe House ee For: aie “45.0 00 4 
__.| Senate | Primary |x| General “Transaction iD : BA034750F ACD34598BAG 
|_| President [| | Other (specify) w Merae iain 

State: District: | 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

B. Red Dome Group : Date of Disbursement 


Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 














City State. Zip Code 

Glemmons NC 27012 9376 

Purpose of Disbursement 

grassroots and digital 

Candidate Name 

Office Sought: | | House Disbursement For: 2018 i 3149481 a 
|__| Senate H Primary | x} General B354293CA64DESBD5 
Fas President Other (specify) v wignaG: lista: 

State: District:. 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

c. Red Dome Group Date of Disbursement 





Mailing Address §955 Towncenter Dr 













ro pine Zip Oe FEC Identification Number 
Cl e m m O n S N Cc 2 70 1 2 9 3 7 6 85a DISS ERENT Bi a has ig Mee te Man 
Purpose of Disbursement pian nanny 
digital ads : | 0 04 
Candidate Name “Category/ 
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NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Mark Harris for Congress 
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Mailing Address 6255 Towncenter Dr 
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SCHEDULE D (FEC Form 3) 


DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS (check only one) 
Excluding Loans 
NAME OF COMMITTEE (in Full) 


Mark Harris for Congress 


A. Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) of Debtor or Creditor 
Red Dome Group 


FOR LINE NUMBER: 













Nature of Debt (Purpose): 
Facebook, Mobile, Display digital advertising 





Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr 


Zip Code 
27012 9376 








Outstanding Balance Beginning This Period Transaction ID : DA72C5C8AAF6F4FC4A67 









11250.00 


5 5 


Amount Incurred This Period Payment This Period Outstanding Balance at Close of This Period 





0.00 0.00 11250.00 


B. Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) of Debtor or Creditor Nature of Debt (Purpose): 
Red Dome Group Robo calls and Robeson Mailer 


| Mailing Address §255 Towncenter Dr | 
City State Zip Code 
Clemmons NC 27012 9376 


Outstanding Balance Beginning This Period Transaction ID : D6BC9A1E1F29C4AB9AED 


7881.50 


Amount Incurred This Period Payment This Period Outstanding Balance at Close of This Period 
0.00 0.00 7881.50 
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1) SUBTOTALS This Period This Page (Optical) -+-+--s++:ssescesereseseetsetsertstecmseccssteteececseene DP 53441.50 
2 TOTALS This Period (last page this line number Only) +--+ .scseseecneeesssseecsscsesesesssenees DP 86344.16 
3) TOTAL OUTSTANDING LOANS from Schedule C (last page Onlly)---+-++-ececceeceeercerrss D> 0.00 
4) ADD 2) and 3) and carry forward to appropriate line of Summary Page (last page only) > 86344.16 


' ’ 


FEC Schedule D (Form 3) (Revised 05/2019 





2/19/2019 9th District: Dowless crew handied 1 in 5 absentee votes in Bladen County :: WRAL.com 


WEATHER 25 NC counties are under alert. Details 


r 


@NCCapitol sete | 


9th District: Dowless crew handled 1 in 5 
absentee votes in Bladen County 






Tags: 9th Congressiona! District, McCrae Dowless, Mark Harris, 
Dan McCready, State Board of Elections, Bladen County, Robeson 
County 


Posted 12:30 p.m. Friday 


Updated 11:32 p.m. Sunday 
[4] 184 [J c shore Ed 


Seen oe are Sea “Aoac F ee : 
«+s e +et e f Oe «+ de Je “oe ee seu 8 


https://www.wral.com/Sth-district-dowless-crew-handied-1 -in-5-absentee-votes-in-bladen-county/18193986/ 











1/13 


2/19/2019 9th District: Dowless crew handled 1 in 5 absentee votes in Bladen County :: WRAL.com 


By Tyler Dukes, W 


Fitzhenry, news production assistant 





RAL investigative reporter, and Catherine 


RALEIGH, N.C. — One out of every five absentee ballots counted in 
Bladen County in 2018 were handled by people linked to the Republican 
political operative at the center of an investigation that has stalled the 


results of a North Carolina congressional election. 


That's according to an analysis by WRAL News, which this month closely 
examined more than 1,500 signed envelopes from accepted absentee 
ballots made public by the State Board of Elections in its probe of voting 
irregularities in the 9th Congressional District. The agency’s investigation 
has largely focused over the last few months on two southeastern North 
Carolina counties - Bladen and Robeson - both the subject of scrutiny in 


previous elections. 


People linked to McCrae Dowless signed as witnesses on almost 15 
percent of the accepted absentee ballots cast in both Bladen and 
Robeson counties, WRAL’s analysis shows. Dowless was hired for get-out- 
the-vote efforts by the campaign of Republican 9th District candidate 
Mark Harris, who leads Democratic opponent Dan McCready by 905 


votes in unofficial results. 





2/19/2019 Sth District: Dowless crew handled 1 in 5 absentee votes in Bladen County :: WRAL.com 








A smaller group that includes members active in the Democratically 
aligned Bladen County Improvement Association also witnessed about 


20 percent of the accepted absentee ballots in that county. 


All told, WRAL’s analysis shows that just 20 people witnessed about 400 
absentee ballots across Bladen and Robeson counties. That's about one 


of every four absentee ballots cast there. 
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Witnessing multiple absentee ballots isn’t illegal. But it can be a red flag 
for state elections officials, who are investigating claims that people 
hired by Dowless took voters’ ballots after signing them as witnesses. 
Except for close family members, it’s a felony under North Carolina law 


to take possession of someone else’s ballot. 


Determining the size of any alleged ballot-harvesting operations is 
particularly important in Bladen and Robeson counties, where nearly 45 


percent of the absentee ballots sent to voters were never returned. 


Dowless, who did not respond to a request for comment, has, through 
his attorney, denied any wrongdoing. Leaders with the Bladen County 
Improvement Association say the group didn’t organize any absentee 


ballot efforts during the 2018 election. 


But individuals with connections to both groups have been subpoenaed 
to appear next week before a newly reconstituted State Board of 
Elections, which on Monday will begin to review evidence in the 


investigation in a hearing expected to last two to three days. 


The board will ultimately decide what becomes of the state’s yet-to-be 
filled U.S. House seat representing the 9th District, which runs along the 
South Carolina border from Charlotte to Fayetteville and across a large 


portion of Bladen County. 


Few names, many ballots 


https://www.wral.com/9th-district-dowless-crew-handled-1 -in-5-absentee-votes-in-bladen-county/18193986/ 4/13 


2/19/2019 9th District: Dowless crew handied 1 in 5 absentee votes in Bladen County :: WRAL.com 
Reporters with WRAL News attempted to contact 20 people who signed 
as witnesses for more than 10 ballots apiece in Bladen and Robeson 
counties at their homes, by phone and through social media accounts. 


Those attempts went largely unanswered and unreturned. 


Jessica Dowless, who witnessed at least 15 ballots in Bladen County, 
declined to comment when reached by phone Wednesday. But she 


acknowledged she had received a Subpoena to appear for the hearing. 


Jennifer Boyd, who witnessed at least 57 ballots in Robeson County, also 


declined to comment when reached by phone Wednesday. 


“Have a blessed day,” she said before hanging up. 


Ona single day in September, Boyd signed 18 ballots for voters near 


Saint Pauls, Separated by a few miles of rural roads. 


Her signature in many cases appeared as a witness alongside Lisa Britt, 
whose name is on at least 66 absentee ballot envelopes in Robeson and 
Bladen counties. Britt, who also goes by Lisa Gray, did not respond to 


requests for comment. 


Britt’s signature is on the ballot of Shirley Brown, a Bladenboro resident 
who filled out her absentee vote in late September when Britt arrived at 


her home. 
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"We were just sitting out on the porch. She got my ballot. We just sat 
there and talked a little while,” Brown said. “She took it and left. That's 


about all there was to it." 


a ae ae | 4 ee 
emerge in 9th District 








Brown said Britt didn’t push any particular candidates and didn't 


mention getting paid. She didn’t mention money at all. 


"Now that I think about it, I can't figure people going around, ain't no 
telling how many miles, getting up ballots for nothing, using their gas 
and stuff like that,” Brown said. “It just never crossed my mind at the 


time." 


But she does recall Britt collecting the ballots for McCrae Dowless 


specifically. 


"She just said she was out gathering them up for him, so I gave her 


mine," Brown said. 


There’s another name on Brown’s ballot she doesn’t recognize - Sandra 
Dowless. Brown doesn’t remember seeing the woman at her home when 
she signed and sealed her ballot and got it witnessed by Britt. Yet her 


Signature appears on Brown's absentee ballot and at least 10 others in 
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Bladen County. Sandra Dowless did not respond to requests for 


comment. 


Brown said her daughter, Angila Ferguson, handed her ballot over to 
Ginger Eason (36 ballots), who signed the absentee envelope alongside 
Cheryl Kinlaw (23 ballots). Neither responded to requests for comment, 
but they told WRAL News in December that Dowless offered to pay them 
$75 to $100 to pick up 50 ballots a week. 


"We did not know it was illegal to pick them up,” Kinlaw said in 
December. "Once I dropped them off at his office, we assumed he was 


putting them in the mail.” 


A sharp partisan divide 


Aside from a handful of registered Democrats, the vast majority of 
counted absentee ballots that frequently bear the signatures of people 


linked with McCrae Dowless are for Republican and unaffiliated voters. 


Woody Hester, for example, counts a single Democratic voter among the 
51 absentee ballots he witnessed. James Singletary, who frequently 
appears alongside Lisa Britt, has only two registered Democrats among 


his 43 signed, counted absentee ballots in Bladen County. 


Attempts to reach both Hester and Singletary were unsuccessful. 
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Other frequent signatories, however, almost exclusively appeared on the 


ballots of registered Democrats. 


SUES TE 
1 DASA 


Fear 


‘Woman who collected absentee 
. _ ballots in 9th Congressional District 
“ race says she feels duped 








Lola Wooten’s name appeared as a witness on at least 95 counted 
absentee ballots in Bladen County, all but six of whom were Democrats. 
On Oct. 1 alone, she signed 15 absentee ballots as a witness for voters 


near Elizabethtown. 


Wooten did not respond to requests for comment. 


Although he said Wooten is an active member of the Bladen County 
Improvement Association PAC, North Carolina Central University law 
professor Irving Joyner, who represents the group, said its leadership 
decided not to engage in absentee ballot efforts in the 2018 election like 
it did in past years. But that wouldn't stop individuals from doing it on 


their own. 


"In the past, there have been members of the association involved in 

helping a number of people to get their ballots signed and witnessed to 
be able to get them back to the board of elections,” Joyner said. “I know 
in the past Lola Wooten has been one of those individuals, so she is well 


aware of the protocol for doing that.” 
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He added that he wasn't concerned with the number of ballots that bear 
her signature. Wooten and others at the BCIA, he said, have attended 
workshops from elections officials to learn how to handle and witness 


ballots according to the law. 


Michael Cogdell, with the BCIA, made that point too when reached by 
phone Thursday. 


"You can sign one or 1,000 or 10,000 - as long as you follow the law," 


Cogdell said. 


But Joyner acknowledged that both Wooten and Deborah Monroe, who 
signed at least 56 absentee ballots in Bladen County, have received 


Subpoenas to appear at the State Board of Elections hearing. 


The Bladen County Improvement Association paid both women around 
$1,000 in the month before the 2018 election for get-out-the-vote efforts, 





according to the PAC’s fourth-quarter campaign finance report. The 
association also paid $1,200 to Sandra Guions, who signed at least 69 
absentee ballots in Bladen County, for get-out-the-vote efforts in the two 


weeks before the election. 


Neither Monroe nor Guions returned messages seeking comment. But 
Joyner said those were payments for monitoring work at polls, expenses 


and other get-out-the-vote activities. 
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“No individual received payments for the purpose of assisting or 


obtaining absentee ballots on behalf of BCIA,” Joyner said in an email. 


Other names listed on the association’s campaign finance report for 
those get-out-the-vote payments do not appear frequently - or at all - as 


ballot witnesses. 


When reached briefly Wednesday by phone, Wanda Monroe said 
although she did work with the BCIA, most of the 52 ballots she 
witnessed and signed in Bladen County were church and community 


members. 


Sometimes the explanation for multiple signatures can be as simple as a 


large, close family. 


Dazza Mack's name appears as a witness on 14 absentee ballots in 
Robeson County. They're all kin, she said. She hasn't paid much attention 
to the controversy in the two counties, but she’s helped family members 
who work late or don’t want to stand in line at the polls by witnessing 


their forms and letting them seal and send off their votes. 


“I was just helping to get the ballots in,” Mack said when reached by 


phone Wednesday. 


Disgust and disappointment 
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Joyner said he supports the use of absentee ballots, which can help 
people who struggle to get to the polls exercise their right to vote. They 
were especially valuable for areas of the state hard hit by hurricanes that 
swept through the southeast of the state in the months before Election 


Day. 


But he said illegally collecting ballots from voters opens up the possibility 
of fraud — either by changing votes or stifling them altogether. He said 
that, unlike in 2016, when the state board referred evidence of ballot 
narvesting to the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District’s Office with 


seemingly little response, he wants to see action this year. 


"If there is wrongdoing, then that matter should be referred for 


prosecution,” Joyner said. 


He thinks there’s enough evidence of questionable ballots to call for a 


new election. 


It’s a move the North Carolina Republican Party and apparent 9th 
Congressional District front-runner Mark Harris oppose and will likely 


fight in the hearing next week. 


But for voters like Shirley Brown in Bladenboro, the damage is done. 


She’s been watching news about the investigation closely and was 


surprised to learn —- months after she gave up her ballot - that it was 
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illegal for Lisa Britt to take it from her. 


"It makes me to where I don't even want to vote no more. I really don't 
even care if it's in there anymore because of stuff like this,” Brown said. 


“I'm just disgusted with it.” 


Brown said she’s the kind of person who tries to see the good in 
everybody, to help people when she can. She said she’s disappointed she 
and other voters are stuck in the middle of a controversy that’s 
prompted both investigators and reporters to descend on her town in 


search of answers. 


“I'm sorry all this stuff has happened. I really hate it. We don't need stuff 
like this,” Brown said. “We need to be with each other and try to do 
things right, because we sure don't need no more mix-ups in the this 


world. We got enough of them.” 


Looking back, she said she might do something different. Not give up her 


ballot, maybe. Mail it in herself. 


Maybe not. 


But despite her disgust, will she vote the next time around? 


“Probably me, I will.” she said with a laugh. “I probably will.” 
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WRAL’s Amanda Lamb and Travis Fain contributed reporting to this story. 
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Dallas Woodhouse 
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Thought on today’s hearing: 
"With his line of questioning, Marc Elias has asserted facts that are not in evidence and are not true. At no point do I recall or believe that 


anybody associated with the Pittenger campaign used the word ‘fraud’ with me. That is something | would recall and would have 
immediately reported to the North Carolina State Board of Elections. | am in frequent contact with NCSBE staff on areas of concern. 


| did suggest that if the Pittenger campaign had any concerns, they should file a complaint with the Board of Elections. 


| also reminded them | had filed a similar complaint in 2016 that the Board dismissed nor were any criminal charges ever brought forth, 
leading me to believe that the Board in general had validated the absentee ballot operations in Bladen County. 


Given that we have only leamed in the last two months that the 2016 allegations were referred to the Wake County DA in January 2017, 
my conclusion was not unreasonable based on available information. 


It is also important to note that according to phone records obtained by WBTV, former NCSBE Vice-Chair, (later Chairman) Democrat 
Joshua Malcolm and Bladen County Board of Elections Vice Chair Jens Lutz were in frequent contact discussing these issues before the 
primary. 

Neither of these two, who are charged with protecting the integrity of the election, filed a complaint, made their concems public, or did 
anything publicly to protect the electoral process. 


If | had a reason the call the NCBSE, which | did not, | would have told them what their Vice Chair already knew, and was concealing. 


Following the conclusion of any primary election, it's not uncommon to field calls or complaints from political operates whose campaigns 
had suffered defeat, or even from the candidates themselves. 


As the NCGOP is forbidden by its by-laws from engaging in primary contests, we simply listen, sometimes not very intently. 


| may have taken a cursory glance at the overall election results of specific races, but | did not dig deep into a particular voting method in 
one county. | would usually recommend the candidates who were defeated and had compliance concems to file complaints with the State 
Board if they have merit, and none were filed. 

Given the importance of preparing for a long general election campaign, | was tasked with quickly transitioning the Party from a primary 
observer to general supporter. 

Shortly after the election, | spoke with this Andy Yates in a broad conversation about the election results. We discussed Dr. Hanis’ 
strength in Union County, general ways to tackle the election in November, the Party's plan for GOTV operations, and the other races he 
was working on. | did ask him his thoughts about Bladen County. He stated that Dr. Harris had a strong GOTV operation and the folks 
working on it were ingrained in the community and were very effective at encouraging their neighbors and friends to vote. 


In the course of our conversation, | recall in general asking Mr. Yates “if everybody down there knew the rules to follow.” He indicated 
they did and the campaign had made clear that everybody in the effort on behalf of Harris had been reminded to strictly conform to all 
rules and laws. | recall other conversations with people involved in politics in the area that Mr. Harris had a good working relationship with 
several of the churches in the region and those folks were supporting him. 


| was also reminded that Dr. Harris had been a leading advocate for the traditional marriage amendment, which would lend credilbity to a 
strong showing in Bladen County; The amendment was approved by 83% in Bladen. 
| did not know Mr. Dowless used his Fifth Amendment rights in 2016. 


While | have not known Andy Yates long, as a fellow political operate | do not believe Mr. Yates would have ever supported or condoned 
illegal activity. | know Dr. Harris would not and nor would | or the NCGOP. 


Throughout two days of testimony, we have seen credible evidence of improper collection of sealed ballots. While those involved with 
criminal intent should be prosecuted, the same attomeys representing Dan McCready — who represented Roy Cooper in 2016 — said 
those votes should count because the voter’s intent is intact. 


They noted the competing public policy interests to guarantee that all eligible votes are counted while all ineligible voters are not counted. 
That same standard should be applied in this race, leading to certification. 


https://m.facebook.com/1126511684/posts/102168646474649237sfns=mo 1/1 
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GOP chairman previously hired McCrae Dowless but says he wouldn't now 
By Nick Gehsner | December 20, 2018 at 9:20 PM EST - Updated December 21 at 12:20 AM 


ELIZABETHTOWN, NC (WBTV) The chairman of the Bladen County Republican Party issued a press release Thursday 
afternoon saying he would not have hired McCrae Dowless to coordinate poll workers for the 2018 election had he known 
of allegations detailed in a new set of released by the North Carolina State Board of Elections on Wednesday. 


Dowless is a Bladen County political operative who was hired by Republican Mark Harris’ campaign for Congress to run a 
coordinated absentee ballot and get out the vote operation in the 2018 election. 


Inhis release Thursday, Bladen GOP Chairman Walter McDuffie said he also hired Dowless to use his network to staff 
polls around the county on election day for Republican candidates. 


McDuffie said he would not have hired Dowless had he known staff at the state board of elections had concluded he 
violated election laws in the 2016 election by paying people to collect absentee ballots and, later, attempted to obstruct 
the NCSBE investigation. 








EXHIBIT 


Ls 
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"I authorized a $1300 check to McCrae on election day for him to provide a significant number of poll workers, which he 
did,” McDuffie said. “This had nothing to do with absentee ballot GOTV and was a perfectly legal, proper transaction that 
has already been disclosed to the NCSBE prior to the required reporting date.” 


"However, I never would have done this had I known what the State Board of Elections already knew,” McDuffie’s 
statement continued. 





Related: NC elections board releases 2016 case file detailing Bladen election fraud investigation 
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Bladen GOP chairman previously hired McCrae Dowless but says he wouldn't now 


In an interview with WBTV on Thursday afternoon, after his statement was released, McDuffie said he hadn’t read all of 
the nearly 300 pages in the case file released by the NCSBE on Wednesday but said he wished the board had released the 
information sooner. 


“IT was very surprised at that and I’ve been surprised at not being able to hear anything,” McDuffie said of the conclusions 
reached by investigators in the documents released Wednesday. “Really, since the 2016 election there have been 
questions that we’ve wanted the state board to answer that we can’t get anything out of.” 


The documents released by the NCSBE on Wednesday detailed the finding of the boards investigation into reported 
voting irregularities in Bladen County in 2016. 


NCSBE staff are currently investigating reports of similar irregularities in Bladen and Robeson Counties in the 2018 
election. 


The election was prompted by the board’s vote to not certify the results of the 2018 race between Republican Mark Harris 
and Democrat Dan McCready, in which Harris beat McCready by less than 1,000 votes. 
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Much of the public scrutiny around the current investigation has centered on a man named McCrae Dowless, who worked 
for the Harris campaign in 2018. 


Related link: Exclusive: Mark Harris addresses voter fraud allegations in race for 9th Congressional District 





In an exclusive interview with WBTV last week, Harris said he personally made the decision to hire Dowless at the 
recommendation of a number of local Republican officials. 


“He was being vouched for by a number of other leaders down there,” Harris said. “When I was introduced to him in the 
initial meeting, the first time I’d met him in a meeting that Judge Warren was able to set up for us, there was a county 
commissioner there by the name of Ray Britt; there was a businessman there by the name of Pat Melvin; there was a GOP 
chair there by the name of Walter McDuffie; and there was McCrae Dowless and others.” 


Harris’ explanation that a group of local officials including McDuffie helped introduce him to Dowless is at odds with a 


report from the Washington Post that says McDuffie warned the campaign about a prior felony conviction for insurance 
fraud Dowless faced in the 1990s. 


But, in his interview with WBTV on Thursday, McDuffie said the way in which the Washington Post portrayed his 
comments regarding Dowless to the Harris campaign was inaccurate. 


“Mark Harris says that you were among a group of people that met with him and recominended he hire McCrae Dowless,” 
a reporter asked. 


“That’s correct,” McDuffie responded. 


“The Washing post has reported that you warned Mark Harris about hiring McCrae Dowless. Is that accurate?” the 
reporter asked. 


“Tread that and that’s not accurate that I warned Mark or his campaign,” McDuffie responded. 
Here is how McDuffie described the communication he had with the Harris campaign regarding Dowless’ criminal record: 


“T only said I talked, in fact, once of the people that was at the meeting the day that Mark came in. When I heard—and I would 
think it was sometimé just a week or two before Christmas of last year, I overheard or, in fact, it was two of us discussion when 
it was told so me so I wouldn’t say f overheard it, I heard it directly, they told me that McCrae had been involved in some sort of 
insurance scam or some illegal policy thing and she—the best I remember, this lady that told me this told me it was something 
to do with insurance on a truck or something, that maybe a truck burned or something of that sort. It happened a long time 

ago, I didn’t know any details, that was all I did—didn’t know where to find out anything. But I did go to one of the people that 
was there when, uh, we met with Mark and I told them that I had heard that and they said that they were sure that before Mark 
hired him that everything was probably checked out and there was probably not anything to it. And if there was, it was a long 
time ago and he’d probably paid his price and he’d been straight and honest since then.” 


MeDuffie said he had no other concerns following that conversation because he never heard anything else about Dowless 
after that. 


“IT knew nothing else of McCrae after that. No one came to me after that, nobody came to me with any wrongdoing,” 
McDuffie said. 


Copyright 2018 WBTV. All rights reserved. 
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Exclusive interview with Mark Harris 


By Nick Ochsner | December 14, 2018 at 5:37 PM EST - Updated January 24 at 3:51 PM 


CHARLOTTE, NC (WBTV) - Republican Mark Harris is speaking publicly for the first time since the North 
Carolina State Board of Elections voted to not certify the results of his race for Congress. 


Harris beat Democrat Dan McCready by 905 votes in the unofficial returns from November’s election. 


The North Carolina State Board of Elections took a surprise vote to not certify the results of that race in late 
November, after then-Vice Chairman Joshua Malcolm raised questions of voting irregularities in Bladen 

and Robeson Counties. The board later voted to hold an evidentiary hearing in the matter by December 21, 
2018. 
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FULL RAW INTERVIEW: Mark Harris speaks exclusively to Nick Ochsner about NC9 investigation 


On Friday, the NCSBE announced that hearing would actually take place January 11, 2019. 


Much of the public scrutiny surrounding the investigation has been aimed at a man named McCrae 
Dowless, a Bladen County political operative who worked as a contractor for the Harris campaign in both 
this year’s primary and general election. 


In his interview with WBTV Friday, Harris confirmed that it was his decision to hire Dowless for his 
campaign. 


Nick Ochsner 
@NickOchsnerWBTV 





Exclusive: Mark Harris is breaking his silence in an interview 
with @WBTV_ News. It comes the same day members of his 
own party issued a new statement calling for him to publicly 
address allegations of voter fraud in #ncO9 #ncpo! 
wbtv.conv/2018/12/14/exc... 

69 5:41 PM - Dec 14, 2018 


http://www.wbtv.com/201 8/1 2/14/exclusive-mark-harris-addresses-voter-fraud-allegations-race-th-congressional-district/ 2/9 


2/21/2019 | Exclusive: Mark Harris addresses voter fraud allegations in race for 9th Congressional District 


Exclusive: Mark Harris addresses voter fraud allegations in ra... 


Republican Mark Harris is speaking publicly for the first time since 
the North Carolina State Board of Elections voted to not certify the 


wbtv.com 


73 people are talking about this 
“[ did. And readily,” Harris responded when asked if he, in fact, was the person who decided to hire Dowless 
onto his 2018 campaign. 


Harris said the decision came after his primary loss to Republican Congressman Robert Pittenger in the 
2016 campaign, when the candidate who finished third in that contest handily won the absentee ballots in 
Bladen County. 


Harris said that he believed he was hiring Dowless to run an operation that encouraged voters to request 
absentee ballots and then, later, helped them cast those ballots by witnessing them and making sure voters 
put them in the mail. 


At no time, Harris said, did he think Dowless was doing anything illegal. 


“At anytime, did you have any indication that McCrae Dowless was doing something illegal?” a WBTV 
reporter asked. 


RELATED: ‘I haven’t committed any crimes’ Woman at center of voter fraud allegations breaks her silence 


“No, absolutely not,” Harris said when asked if he had any indication Dowless was breaking the law in the 
course of working for his campaign. 
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RAW INTERVIEW: Woman at the center of NC9 voter fraud allegations breaks her silence 


“Had you had that, would you still continue to employ him?” the reporter continued. 


“No, I would not have," Harris said. "Again, we kept emphasizing again and again that when he was 
describing the ballot to us. In fact when you get down to his description of the program, he was being 
vouched for by a number of other leaders down there.” 


RELATED: NCGOP leader says new election warranted based on irregularities with early vote count 


Harris said he was caught off guard by the NCSBE’s decision to not certify his race and said the uncertainty 
has meant he is unable to continue hiring staff or securing office space to move forward as an incoming 
member of Congress. 


Despite that, Harris seemed hopeful that he would still take his seat in Congress after the investigation 
concluded. 


“Tam hopeful that the investigation being done by the board will ultimately produce a report that will make 
it clear that the outcome had not been changed and they can go ahead and certify. And I believe if they 
certify I will be seated,” Harris said. 


During the interview, Harris also discussed the seeming lack of support coming from the Republican Party. 


On Monday, North Carolina Republican Party leaders indicated they felt a new election was necessary 
because of questions surrounding the way in which early vote totals were tabulated in Bladen County. The 
handling of early vote totals was first addressed in an affidavit filed by the North Carolina Democratic Party. 


Less than an hour before Harris spoke with WBTV Friday afternoon, party leaders circulated a new press 
release from the chairman of the Robeson County Republican Party that called on Harris to publicly 
respond to the ongoing accusations. 


Harris stopped short of criticizing party officials when a reporter asked if he felt under attack from fellow 
Republicans. 


“Well I certainly don’t feel the circling of the wagons around Harris the way I see the Democrats circling the 
wagons around McCready,” Harris said. 


Copyright 2018 WBTV. All rights reserved. 
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PART 2: Mark Harris Speaks About 9th Congressional District Race 


By Capital Tonight Staff | Charlotte 
PUBLISHED January 4, 2019 @7:51 PM 


SHARE 


The investigation into potential election fraud in the 9th Congressional District race continues, 


and the Republican candidate Mark Harris is speaking out. 


Harris is challenging the decisions not to certify him the winner in state court. He is also 
cooperating with State Board of Elections staff, who are conducting the probe. Harris leads 


Democratic candidate Dan McCready by about 900 votes. 


Harris tells Tim Boyum why he thinks he should be seated in the US House of Representatives 


and more in this interview. 





MORE: 


https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/charlotte/news/20 1 9/01/05/part-2--mark-harris-speaks about 9th-congressional-district race 1/5 
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Mark Harris On Dowless Absentee Results: 'Why Would | 
Expect Success Was A Bad Thing?’ 


By STEVE HARRISON (/PEOPLE/STEVE-HARRISON) . JAN 8, 2019 
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JESSA O'CONNOR / WFAE 
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“ Mark Harris defended Tuesday his relationship with Bladen County political operative McCrae Dowless, the man 
at the heart of the investigation into absentee by mail fraud in the still-uncalled 9th Congressional District race. 


In an interview with WFAE at his south Charlotte house, Harris said he and Dowless talked frequently during their 
two campaigns about what Harris called Dowless' “unusual” absentee by mail “program.’ He said Dowless often 
gave him updates on how many absentee mail ballots had been requested, and Harris — a former pastor — said 
they had aclose relationship. 


“You know | guess you could say | almost took on a pastorly role to McCrae Dowless," Harris said. "| found him to 
be avery enjoyable man who | chatted with, and again, everyone that | had talked to seemed to respect him and 
seemed to love him. | had no reason to think otherwise.’ 


Harris spoke with WFAE and other media outlets Tuesday after he set off a fire alarm at the Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Government Center Monday night. 


Harris was there attending a meeting of Mecklenburg Republicans. When the meeting ended, a number of 
reporters were waiting outside the room. 


Harris said he wanted to go home and watch the Alabama-Clemson football game, and asked a security guard if 
there was a back way out. Harris said he was told he could use a back staircase, and that it was OK if he set off an 
alarm when he exited the building. 


Harris called the exit a "rookie mistake." 


# Mark Harris 
' @MarkHarrisNC9 





Hey man, 


Sorry | missed you guys tonight. | had to get to the kickoff of 
the #NationaJChampionship game. We'll have plenty to talk 
about in the days ahead.#GoTigers 


Joe Bruno @JoeBrunoWSOCY9 


To avoid the media, Mark Harris ran down a fire exit staircase. A 
man tried to prevent us from following but we still did. The alarm 
went off as he ran out. When media caught up he sprinted across 
_ the street to the First Baptist Church of Charlotte's parking lot 
-_ #NCO9 @wsoctv 
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Harris spoke about how he first became involved with Dowless. 


Two years ago, Dowless worked for Todd Johnson, one of Harris’ opponents in the 2016 Republican primary, 
helping him get 221 out of 226 absentee by mail votes in Bladen County. 


Harris narrowly lost that primary to Robert Pittenger. Harris says he asked an attorney whether that lopsided 
result for Johnson was correct. 


“And | raised the question then, well, is there not something in Bladen County that may have occurred here 
because | see that Todd Johnson won this pretty handily, could some of those votes have gone to me?” Harris said. 


Harris says he was told the result was OK. 


The Washington Post has reported that people close to Harris told him that there was likely fraud in Bladen 
County that cost him the race. 


Though Harris says he was personally curious about the absentee mail results, he says the Post report isn’t 
correct, and that people close to him did not tell him there had been any fraud. 


“No | mean, only that people would say is that it was unusual," he said. "And | think we all agreed on that.” 


Harris said he decided to hire Dowless a year later, after meeting with a number of Bladen County politicians, 
including Commissioner Ray Britt. He says they met in Britt’s furniture store. 


He says everyone there vouched for Dowless, and that Dowless himself explained how his “program” worked. 


He says Dowless told him he and his employees would knock on people's doors and ask if they wanted to vote 
absentee by mail. They would then bring those requests to the Bladen County Board of Elections. 


Harris said Dowless told him they would never collect absentee mail ballots from voters. That’s illegal — and there 
have been numerous interviews from voters and Dowless employees who have said such ballot harvesting 
happened frequently. 


In November 2016, state elections board investigators also interviewed two Dowless employees who said they 
collected absentee mail ballots in that year's presidential election. That report wasn't made public until December 
2018. 


Dowless’s first race for Harris was the 2018 primary, where Harris beat Pittenger. In Bladen County, Dowless 
delivered — getting Harris 437 absentee mail votes to Pittenger’s 12. 


In the WFAE interview, Harris was asked whether he should have been more skeptical of those results, and ask 
himself whether it was too good to be true. He referred again to the uniqueness of the so-called program. 


“No, because — again — if you back to the program, and when | was, as you said, sold on this program, that he was 
going to do, which, again had been verified as legal and was following the letter of the law, and it was relationships 
that nobody else was focusing on that," Harris said. "So why would | expect that success was a bad thing?” 

Since the scandal broke, Harris said he hasn't spoken to Dowless since early December. 

He said Dowless first called him on Nov. 27, when the elections board first declined to certify the elections results. 


Harris said Dowless called him to say, "What in the world (is happening)?" 


Harris has not spoken at all to Andy Yates, who leads the Red Done Group, a political consultant working for 
Harris who paid Dowless. 


The Red Dome Group has been given a subpoena from the elections board, along with Dowless and the Harris 
campaign. 


Harris was asked whether he would hire Dowless again if Dowless had been found to have illegally collected 
absentee mail ballots, and then completed whatever punishment he was given by prosecutors. 


Harris said he couldn't address a hypothetical of what Dowless did or didn't do. 


“That’s a hypothetical, and I’m careful not to get into hypotheticals because there is an on-going investigation," he 
sald. 


There is no elections board investigation until Jan. 31, when a newly appointed board is enacted by law. That 
board will decide whether to call for a new election - or certify Harris as the winner. 


Harris believes the board should continue investigating to determine if there was any fraud. But he says his 905- 
vote lead over Democrat Dan McCready is larger than all of the absentee mail votes he received in Bladen and 
Robeson counties combined. 


But what if Dowless and his employees did more than illegally harvest ballots? What if they destroyed ballots that 
were marked for McCready? 


Harris said it depends on how many ballots would have been destroyed. 


“Well again | think you have to look at the number, | think the people involved — and I've said this from the 
beginning — if any laws have been broken, then they should be prosecuted," Harris said. “And | believe that with all 
of my heart." 


lf you want to read more about politics from WFAE's Steve Harrison, check out the new political newsletter Inside Politics. 
You can subscribe to it here (https://www.wfae.org/inside-politics-newsletter#stream/O). 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 
January 2, 2019 Jason Williams 
Jason@markharrisforcongress.com 


As a result of the announcement that the January 11 hearing of the State Board 
of Elections cannot go forward, a Petition for a Writ of Mandamus will be filed 
tomorrow morning in Wake County Superior Court by Congressman-Elect Mark 
Harris. The Petition asks the Wake County Superior Court to certify the results 
of the 9th Congressional District election immediately, while still allowing for a 
full and thorough investigation of any concerns or irregularities that the new 
State Board taking office under Session Law 2018-146 may have. 


The State Board of Elections has not disclosed any information to suggest that 
the votes in question in the Board staff's investigation are sufficient in number 
to change the outcome of the 9th Congressional District election. The prior 
State Board had been operating with a number of votes in mind based on the 
fact that certification was not allowed for races with margins of victory of 572 or 
less, but races with margins of victory equal to or above 1,388 were certified. 
Either the prior State Board was not being transparent by failing to affirmatively 
state the number of votes in question to show that there are, in fact, enough 
votes in question to change the outcome of the 9th Congressional District 
election, or the votes in question are not sufficient to change the outcome and 
the prior State Board did not want to acknowledge this fact. A full investigation 
of any voting irregularities uncovered by the State Board staff can be 
conducted, but when the number of votes in question is not enough to change 
the outcome of the 9th Congressional District election, the results of the 9th 
Congressional District election should be certified immediately. 


"We had no choice but to take this action at this time," David Freedman, 
attorney for Mark Harris, said. “There is uncertainty of when a new State Board 
of Elections will be operational, when a new State Board of Elections may act, 
and whether a new State Board of Elections will continue to drag this out 
unnecessarily and outside of any statutory procedure, as the prior State Board 
had done." 
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week had become frustrated beyond measure with the prior leadership of th 
unconstitutional and now-enjoined prior State Board. The prior State Board 
was not following the timetable for continued operation by the three-judge 
panel, so the three-judge panel stopped them. Now, we are in limbo, with no 
one able to act at this time." 


Harris filed an Emergency Petition to Certify Election on December 28 before 
the prior State Board was enjoined.from acting. By letter from the outgoing 
Chairman of the State Board, the State Board indicated that the Emergency 
Petition was not being considered before the noon deadline that enjoined the 
prior State Board from acting. 


Prior Wake County Superior Court decisions have provided that the inability of 
the State Board of Elections to act can be viewed as "effectively denials" of 
prior petitions. Appeals of denials must be taken to Wake County Superior 
Court within 10 days. This explains why the matter is filed now and why the 
matter is filed in state court instead of federal court. 


"We do not view the inability of the State Board to act as a denial of Dr. Harris’ 
pending petition for certification of the results of the 9th Congressional District 
election because a new State Board is established by Session Law 2018-146. 
We hope, and expect, the new State Board to certify the results of the 9th 
Congressional District election as soon as the new State Board is able to act. 
However, we do not want to waive any rights by not filing this action at this 
time," Freedman said. 


Until Mark Harris is certified as the winner of the 9th Congressional District 
election and sworn-in to the United States House of Representatives, the 
citizens of the 9th Congressional District are without a congressional 
representative. No field offices can be operational to assist citizens, no new 
staff can be hired to resolve citizen concerns, and constituent services are 
effectively halted. These unfortunate outcomes are the result of the prior State 
Board's delay in acting. 


“Congressman-Elect Harris is deeply concerned that the citizens of the 9th 
District get the support they need, and he asks the constituents to contact 
Senator Tillis’ office or Senator Burr's office until Congressman-Elect Harris is 
sworn into office,” Jason Williams, campaign manager for the Mark Harris for 
Congress Committee, said. 


"Citizens in the 9th Congressional District should not be without a sitting 
Congressman,’ Williams added. "Congress re-convenes on January 3, and Dr. 
Harris should be sworn-in immediately." 


No candidate or voter filed any protest in the 9th District Congressional 
election. The prior, unconstitutionally-formed State Board, on its own initiative, 


https://mailchi.mp/markharrisforcongress.com/mark-harris for-congress press release?e=012773e884 2/3 


2/21/2019 


Subscribe 


i 
“SiR aati Seba nyh gm eee eaedhen ieee se 


Mark Harris for Congress Press Release 


% 
i 5 3 
¢ ; é 
Past Issues : : rransiate : RSS 
4, i z on . z 
G ; = 
: $ x 
: ; 3 4 
sere Hote 8 MB AE TEE PROSE PONE OME SS EE AE ERE Beta oh ec ME DO ital Nee NS, tptes BHR ATE OS SS SPO AINE Se LENGE Ne A I EEE MANERA SAAR EA PE ISR GENER ETI WE ARS hart ES: ny ¢ Saphgnenrerne ile ieaise eee bay sign ee at asec ice Rania dace ane stig a et lat tee Sa a eet eee cll RUE A Se ote atacty fe NN 
Sasi lhantiacestise 3 ages vs ia e ge Pay Boney 


with a schedule allowed by a three-judge panel of Superior Court judges. The 
State Board must certify election results within the time established by statute, 


but the State Board is authorized to conduct investigations at any time. 


"Dr. Harris still supports a full and complete investigation of everything that 
transpired in the 2018 election," Williams concluded. "Any issues in these 
same counties from the 2016 election also can be part of this investigation. 
However, Governor Cooper's election certification from the 2016 election was 
not delayed into the new year when issues arose in 2016, and it should not 
delay Dr. Harris' election certification any longer either.” 


For further information, please contact David Freedman at (336) 725-1304 or 
David@CFPWlaw.com 


HEH 


Paid for by Mark Harris for Congress 
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Full Name of Payee __, Memo {tem | Date of Public Distribution/Dissemination 
Nebo Media 7 — ry 
10 19 2018 
Mailing Address PO Box 9825 
Amount 
City Zip Code : 22955.53 
: 3 ? 
Arlington 22219 Transaction ID : SE.160 
Date of Disbursement or Obligation 
Purpose of Expenditure Category/ % “ai; 
Media Placement Type 004 “ 18 2018 
Name of Federal Candidate: cs Support | Office Sought: [x House District: 99 | 
Meateaty: DER: x Oppose | | President [_]Senate State: NC 















Calendar Year-To Date 
Per Election for Office Sought 


(a) SUBTOTAL of Itemized Independent Expenditures .................cc cc ccecccccceeseeeeeceeeeseceeseeesaees b> | 304430.53 
(b) SUBTOTAL of Unitemized Independent Expenditures..........0.... cc cecceecccccesceseeeeseeeeeneeeeenes b> 


(c) TOTAL Independent EXpemGituwes .....................:cccevsesesevececscescserensosesrentesassuenawnnssspsdonaenouss suns 


Under penalty of perjury | certify that the independent expenditures reported herein were not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or authorized committee or agent of either, or (if the reporting entity is not a political 
party committee) any political party committee or its agent. 












Crosby, Caleb, , , [Electronically Filed] Date | 12 | “06 | 2018 


Signature 


Image# 201812069135233226 


SCHEDULE E (FEC Form 3X) 
ITEMIZED INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES PAGE 273 OF 342 


|FOR LINE 24 OF FORM 3X 
FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER V 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Congressional Leadership Fund 


Check if z= 24-hour report [ _|48- hour report New report Amends report filed on 





Full Name of Payee f-} Memo Item | Date of Public Distribution/Dissemination 


FP1 Strategies 











e ¢ Pane regi seits 
: 2018 
Mailing Address . heovandBeesur@enncdiam 
g 3001 Washington Blvd 
7th Floor a 


City Zip Code 
Arlington / 22203 


2000.00 


Purpose of Expenditure 


Media production Category/ 





Name of Federal Candidate: |_| Support ice Sc : (x! House District: 99 
McCready, Dan, , , xt Oppose a . “| President |__| Senate State: _ NC 





oa 





7 . to 
Calendar Year-To-Date: eR ig En ee Disbursement For: | | Primary ,Xj} General 
Per Election for Office Sought te sili ee sash 1243261. 16 _ | 2018 ro , 
rh tee ae eect as ote ve i re at scent ashes j A Other (specify) > 





Full Name of Payee f} Memo Item | Date of Public Distribution/Dissemination 


Nebo Media 
Mailing Address PO Box 9825 


City State Zip Code 





Arlington VA 22219 Transac ion ID: 
Date of Disbursement or Obligation 













Purpose of Expenditure 
Media Placement 


Category/ 
Type 






















Name of Federal Candidate: a Support { Office Sought: x}House District: __92 _ 
Eastman, Kara, , , ud Oppose [| President [| Senate state NE 








i 


Disbursement For: | | Primary |X| General 


2018 [1] other (eiecit 


Calendar Year-To-Date 


Per Election for Office Sought 4164273. 81 


Be ae 





as 
7%, 27, 
WERE he SSR sob 


a 


(a) SUBTOTAL of Itemized Independent Expenditures .............. sdeulsiastiasentaes Bie ietan tated cculsecn a > 
(b) SUBTOTAL of Unitemized Independent Expenditures.......0.....ccccccccccssssssesseesseeeseneees ieleuteceus > 


(c) TOTAL Independent Expenditures ........ gatauiaaes secuictea tied suc sicratoane esate naee setae matte 


Under penalty of perjury | certify that the independent expenditures reported herein were not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or authorized committee or agent of either, or (if the reporting entity is not a political 
party committee) any political party committee. or its agent. 


Crosby, Caleb, , , [Electronically Filed] 
Signature 
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Image# 201810259133496089 


SCHEDULE E (FEC Form 3X) 
ITEMIZED INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES 


NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 
Congressional Leadership Fund 


New report 





Full Name of Payee 


The Stoneridge Group, LLC 


Mailing Address 4499 North Point Parkway 


Suite 190 
City 










Alpharetta 


Purpose of Expenditure 
Doorhangers 


Name of Federal Candidate: 


Harris, Mark, , , 


Calendar Year-To-Date 
Per Election for Office Sought 





Full Name of Payee 


The Stoneridge Group, LLC 









Zip Code 
30022 


Category/ 


124.50 





PAGE 278 OF 356 _ 
FOR LINE 24 OF FORM 3X 
FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ¥ 








_  €00504530 


Amends report filed on 


| Memo Item 


ount 


eepheetersi3) 


Transaction ID : 163 
Date of Disbursement or Obligation 


Type 






x! Support | Office Sought: [x House _ District: — 
|__| Oppose |_| President | [Senate State: NC 
: Disbursement For: a Primary ES General 


2018 7 
{_} Other (specify) > 


(| Memo Item | Date of Public. Distribution/Dissemination 





cis age nares 
mh ¥ % ¥ ae OY ep 














2018 
Malling Ageless 4400 North Point Parkway —— 
Suite 190 Baveiaeyateus UMA ies inte SPARE 
City State Zip Code 1924.50 ; 
A p h . ea tta eK 3 0 022 a nsf IRR BR a IR A 
Date of Disbursement or Obligation 
Purpose of Expenditure Category/ ee 1 A Pyrryy 
Doorhangers Type i 
Name of Federal Candidate: |_| Support | Office Sought:  {x!}House District: _ 09 
McCready, Dan, , . |x| Oppose |_| President [ |Senate State; NC _ 
Calendar Year-To-Date eee Disbursement For: ct Primary [x General 
2249.00 


Per Election for Office Sought 














party committee) any political party committee or its agent. 


Crosby, Caleb, , , 


Signature 


(a) SUBTOTAL of Itemized Independent Expenditures .......:.....ccc cece. 


(b) SUBTOTAL of Unitemized Independent Expenditures..........00....cccceee 


(c) TOTAL Independent Expenditures 0.0.0.0... cece cece csccsecessbeeseesseseeseeeeeees 


Under penalty of perjury | certify that the independent expenditures reported herein were not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or authorized committee or agent of either, or (if the reporting entity is not a political 


[Electronically Filed] 


2018 
;__| Other (specify) > 


Seer eracnecsraccceccccescccces 
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Image# 201810259133496090 


SCHEDULE E (FEC Form 3X) 


ITEMIZED INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES PAGE 279 OF 356 
FOR LINE 24 OF FORM 3X 
NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ¥ 


Congressional Leadership Fund 

















00504530 








Check if | | 24-hour report | 148-hour report 


New report 





Full Name. of Payee 


Nebo Media 


Mailing Address PO Box 9825 









pantie biaas eee cHibbatiiaig OR MASNIVEL SE 
108 ee a ERIS % 
isk ee s we ar 





City Zip Code 


22219 





< 

% 

2 | 

“ & 

‘ < 38 
oy & 3 


oi yatrindt be 
SE SAPP ERB. 














Transaction ID : 165 
Date of Disbursement or Obligation 


eS shade np accor 
ag sg iY 
oo}: : 

er 


Arlington 


Purpose of Expenditure | 
Media Placement Category/ 


Type 











Name of Federal Candidate: 


|| Support | Office Sought: [x}House District: __09 _ 
McCready, Dan, , , x) Oppose |_| President rl Senate State: __NC __ 





Calendar Year-Jo-Date 
Per Election for Office Sought 


Disbursement For: | Primary |x| General 


2018: | 
i | Other (specify) > 








Full Name of Payee f Memo Item | Date of Public Distribution/Dissemination 
Prime Media Partners | 





Mailing Address 4594 wilson Blvd 








#1 1 0-1 26 nase cpg cee 
City State Zip Code , 16903.00 
re | : sits : on poe : ‘ Tr a ; ns acti on 1 5 : 46 6 SAAS EAS ERROR AR OR ie ‘ 





Date of Disbursement or Obligation 
Purpose of Expenditure ve fe 





Media production ee 2018 : 
Name of Federal Candidate: ri] Support | Office Sought: (x House _ District: 
McCready, Dan, , , [x] Oppose = President ] Senate _— State: 









Calendar Year-To-Date pr crcengpngc Disbursement For: a {Primary [x | General 
Per Election for Office Sought 947433.25 2018 rt 
1.../ Other (specify) > 


(a) SUBTOTAL of Itemized Independent Expenditures . 


(b) SUBTOTAL of Unitemized Independent Expenditures 


(c) TOTAL Independent Expenditures 


Under penalty of perjury | certify that the independent expenditures reported herein were not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or authorized committee or agent of either, or (if the reporting entity is not a political 
party committee) any political party committee or its agent. 


Crosby, Caleb, , , | [Electronically Filed] 


Signature 
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Image# 201810259133496091 


SCHEDULE E (FEC Form 3X) 









ITEMIZED INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES [PAGE 280 OF 356 
|FOR LINE 24 OF FORM 3x 
eee corn lee EW FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ¥ 


00504530 


















Check if {| 24-hour report | 148-hour report New report 

Full Name of Payee 

Nebo Media 
Mailing Address PO Box 9825 
City State Zip Code | 
Arlington VA 22219 Transaction ID : 167 

Date of Disbursement or Obligation 

Purpose of Expenditure Gaicconi weg an :) 8 

Media placement aeoe 

Type 

Name of Federal Candidate: |_| Support | Office Sought: ix] House _ District: __99 
McCready, Dan, , , ix Oppose | | Ch Senate State: _NC 






Calendar Year-To-Date Disbursement For: eal Primary x! General 
Per Election for Office Sought 2018 





|_| Other (specify) > 





Full Name of Payee [-] Memo Item | Date of Public Distribution/Dissemination 


Nebo Media 






2018 : 
Mailing Address PO Box 9825 ee ee 





Date of Disbursement or Obligation 
se 2 ee ve 
201 





Purpose of Expenditure 
Media Placement 







Category/ | 
Type 


Ye 
Sh Lie dy ted 





Se 










Name of Federal Candidate: Office Sought:  {x|House  District:_©9__ 


e | Senate State: ne. 


McCready, Dan, , , 0 | President 







: 
3 








Calendar Year-To-Date | ox, Disbursement For: [| Primary Le General 
y Per Election for Office Sought Bey 2018 CJ Other (specify) » 
(a) SUBTOTAL of Itemized Independent Expenditures ........... cc ccccccccesestseceeeseseeseesstecerssetenees > 65363138 
(b) SUBTOTAL of Unitemized Independent Expenditures...................::::cccccecccceceeeeeceeeesseeeeeeeeees > 
(c) TOTAL Independent Expenditures .............. ccc ssesssseecessccesccceeseseecsecaccesseceeescceseesseeeeesseaneaes > 





Under penalty of perjury | certify that the independent expenditures reported herein were not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or authorized committee or agent of either, or (if the reporting entity is not a political 
party committee) any political party committee or its agent. 


Crosby, Caleb, , , [Electronically Filed] 


Signature ] 
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Image# 201810259133496092 


SCHEDULE E (FEC Form 3X) 


ITEMIZED INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES |PAGE 281 OF 356 | 
|FOR LINE 24 OF FORM 3x | 


ee oe ities ove) FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ¥ 
Congressional Leadership Fund re 4 












C00504530 











Check if | | 24-hour report [| |48-hour report New report Amends report filed on a 


re: 





Full Name of Payee |_| Memo Item 
Prime Media Partners 


Mailing Address 4594 wilson Blvd 


#110 126 
City State Zip Code 


Arlington VA 22203 Transaction ID : 169 
| Date of Disbursement or Obligation 





Purpose of Expenditure 
Media production 


Category/ 
Type. 


Name of Federal Candidate: |_| Support | Office Sought: [|x}House District: YY _ 
McCready, Dan, ,, (x | Oppose |_| President | (Senate State: 






Disbursement. For: C Primary _x| General 
2018 | 


Calendar Year-To-Date 


Per Election for Office Sought 1218295.63 


| Other (specify) > 


Full Name of Payee [7] Memo Item | Date of Public Distribution/Dissemination 


The Stoneridge Group, LLC 


Mailing Address 4400 North Point Parkway 


Suite 1 90 nage SBR PSG PPA REAR RN 
City Zip Code 1430. 50 


Sus &, Ba 
SELES aft om gehoes Pease Ce 









Alpharetta , 30022 Transaction iD : 170 
ee of Disbursement or oo 


Purpose of Expenditure 


Doorhangers ategoly 4 


Type 








[x] 


Name. of Federal Candidate: 13 


Budd, Ted, , , 


* 


tee 


Support | Office Sought: |x ;House _ District: 
Oppose i | President & Senate State; NO 


ee 


i 


gacnsanas 
} 


Disbursement For: 
2018 


Calendar Year-To-Date | Primary |X| General 


Per Election for Office Sought 


Ag eninadm sl: 


1430.50 — 
Powel Bcc i Other (specify) > 





(a) SUBTOTAL of Itemized Independent Expenditures .........cccccccccccecccsssssssieessesececessseee Dp | 18661.50 
(b) SUBTOTAL of Unitemized Independent Expenditures.................. cease Sans weeanee. pe 
(c) TOTAL Independent Expenditures ....... cloacae ats at ies Sn aan ue eas ee sOaela ae a RSA > 





ay £85. 
SESE Fs Sense 





Under penalty of perjury | certify that the independent expenditures reported herein were not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or authorized committee or agent of either, or (if the reporting entity is not a political 
party committee) any political party committee or its agent. 


Crosby, Caleb, , , [Electronically Filed] 
Signature 
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Case No. 


In re. Investigation of election irregularities affecting 
counties within the 9th Congressional District 


Exhibit 


Description: Burton evidentiary exhibits submitted under 
Paragraph 8 of the Order of Proceedings (Exhibit 6.1.1). 


Corrected 


[90 


e, N. J, 
e, NJ 





PENGAD-Bayonn 
PENGAD-Bayonn 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD of 
| ELECTIONS & ETHICS ENFORCEMENT 
COUNTY OF WAKE 
IN THE MATTER OF: 


Investigation of election 
irregularities affecting counties 
within the 9t Congressional 
District 


Evidentiary Submission 
of Candidate Vanessa Burton 


This submission is made pursuant to Paragraph 7 of the Order of Proceedings issued 
in this matter by the North Carolina State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
(“State Board”) on December 17, 2018. Candidate Vanessa Burton won the election 
for District Court Judge for District 16B, Seat 2, by 67 votes. 


i A purported basis for including Robeson County in the State Board’s 
investigation is the high rate of non-return of absentee ballots sent by the Robeson 
County Board of Elections to those who requested them. One thousand one hundred 
ninety-seven (1,197) absentee ballots that were requested in Robeson County were 
not returned. 


2. Failure of a voter to return a requested absentee ballot is not an 
regularity. 
3. The State Board's portal of relevant documents described in Paragraph 


7 of its Order of Proceedings contains no evidence of any irregularities in the District 
16B, Seat 2, election. 


A. The District Court election was conducted entirely in Robeson County. 
None of the electorate was in Bladen County, the location of multiple allegations of 
absentee ballot irregularities. 


5. Examination of the voting data establishes that the only reasonable 
conclusion concerning the non-returned absentee ballots is that, had they been 
returned, Ms. Burton would have won by a wider margin. 
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6. Ms. Burton is African American and a Democrat, as reflected on her 
voter registration. Mer opponent, Mr. Jack Moody, Jr., is white and a Republican. 


7. Exhibit 1 shows all 39 precincts of Robeson County and details the racial 
composition of the residents of those precincts who voted in the 2018 general election 
and the precinct results of the District 16B, Seat 2, election. Ms. Burton did best in 
precincts that are majority or plurality black. Mr. Moody, Jr., did best in precincts 
that are majority or plurality white. The two candidates split the Native American 
(Indian) precincts evenly. 


8. Exhibit 2 shows the partisan and racial breakdown of all the voting 
methods used in Robeson County in the 2018 general election, as well as the Burton- 
Moody results in those elections. Consistent with the datain Exhibit 1, Ms. Burton 
did best in arenas with disproportionate numbers of black voters, and Mr. Moody, Jr., 
did best in arenas with disproportionate numbers of white voters. 


op The bottom of Exhibit 2 sets out the demographics of the 1,197 Robeson 
voters who were sent an absentee ballot but did not return the ballot. This sroup had 
the highest percentage of black voters of any of the voting methods and the lowest 
percentage of white voters. Given the candidates’ performances in other arenas, it is 
not plausible to conclude that Ms. Burton would have received a lower percentage of 
these votes than in the other arenas with high percentages of black voters. Had these 
ballots been returned, the only plausible conclusion is that Ms. Burton would have 
won by a wider margin. 


10. Another purported basis for including Robeson County in the State 
Board’s investigation is that operatives of McCrae Dowless, the person of interest in 
Bladen County who worked for Republican Mark Harris’s campaign, may have been 
involved in absentee ballot work in Robeson County as well. 


11. The high rate of non-return of absentee ballots in Robeson indicates the 
absence in Robeson County of the illegal follow-through, or absentee ballot 
harvesting, of which Mr. Dowless has been accused. Had Mr. Dowless been active in 
Robeson County, the only plausible conclusion is that his efforts would have helped 
the Republican candidate, Mr. Moody, Jr., and not the Democratic candidate, Ms. 
Burton. 


12. Ms. Burton’s campaign did not hire anyone to engage in absentee ballot 
efforts on her behalf. (Exhibit 8). 
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13. State Board counsel] advised Ms. Burton that there is no allegation or 
insinuation that she has engaged in any misconduct. (Exhibit 4) 


Electronically submitted 
/s/ William R. Gilkeson. Jr. 


BAILEY & DIXON, L.L.P. 
434 Fayetteville St., Ste. 2500 
P. O. Box 1351 

Raleigh, NC 27602 


William R. Gilkeson, Jr. 
wagilkeson@bixon.com 

North Carolina State Bar No.: 12963 
Sabra J. Faires 

sfaires@bdixon.com 

North Carolina State Bar No.: 9212 
Attorneys for Candidate 
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Robeson Precincts - Voter Turnout by Race & the Burton-Moody Vote 






























Precnet #) Precine! Nome ad ane roe Precinct # 
| Alfordsville | 1 

| 2 | BackSwamp _ ) a 
| 3 | Brits ~—| 634% | 71.26% | 19.43% [RRO oem | ge] 3 
| 5A__| Fairmont 11.98%] 31.29% | 53.48% | 49.89%] 50.01% | 1782 [| SA 
| 7 | _Gaddys__—|- 35.46% | 25.76% | 35.73% | 
| 8 | East Howellsville| 7.57% | 73.82% | 15.76% | 2Ga%) WO2e% | Bi | s 
| 9 | West Howellsville|_ 12.91% | 47.35% | 35.60% | ae 
| 10 | Lumber Bridge | 16.74% | 40.75% | 36.78% | | 10 
| 11 | _Lumberton#1 | 9.77% | 73.54% | 11.89% |SOSG| 690m | @aae 0) 11 
Lumberton #114 | 45.2 58% | 42.70% | 57.30% | 623 | 114 | 


Lumberton #2 8.74% 37.62% 50.24% 


| 13 | Lumberton#3 | 7.84% | 50.41% | 36.96% | 
| 14 | ~Lumberton#4 | 6.50% | 51.12% | 38.34% _ 
| 15 | Lumberton#5 | 6.70% | 16.20% 
| 16 | Lumberton #6 | 5.06% | 1.17% | 91.25% | 
| 17 | Lumberton#7_ | | 
| 18A_ | Lumberton#8 | 8.23% | 66.23% | 19.48% | @i20% | S8.g0% |] S03 
| 19 | ~~ Maxton _—|_-25.61% | _ 13.49% | 58.40% | 
ee 
| 21 | Parkton—|_ «3.46% | 55.29% | 34.45% | eae | SHOR | 

|__23 | South Pembroke | | 49.78% | 50.22% | 1378 
| 24 | Philadelphus _| 
| 25 | RaftSwamp | | 
| 26A_| RedSprings | 10.97% | 32.06% | 52.35% | 


| 29 | Rowland _| 16.92% | 25.92% | 54.98% | 
| 30 |  Saddletree | @ 45.51% | 54.49% | 1013 | 
| 32a | StPaul's | 2049 


a 
yi 


~“ 


- 
© 


6.48% | 54.34% | 33.08% | AG9Sm | S805% | 
-—34 | Oxendine | 455 


| 35 | Prospect | 888 
| 36 | Smyrna___—|-47,08% | 37.57% | 42.13% _ 
| _Sterlings | _ 3.59% | 88.56% | 5.56% | $4656) 85.15% | 303 | 





37 


_ Union 
| Whitehouse | 3.35% | 50.93% | 41.64% 


| _Wisharts | 16.11% | 66.69% | 14.45% | 28-32%] 71.68% | 9356 | 


31.23% 35.95% 28.90% 50.11% 49.89% 30697 


16 Indian precincts --- Burton won 8 Moody won8 


| White 14 white precincts --- Burton won 5 Moody won 9 
oe 9 black precincts -— Burton won 8 Moody won 1 


Burton carried 21 precincts - 8 Indian, 5 white, 8 black 
| MoodyWin | Moody carried 18 precincts - 8 Indian, 9 white, 1 black 
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Robeson County Race and Party Distributions - 2018 General Election 








All Registered Voters 
Democrats Republicans Unaffiliateds indian White Black Total 
62.75% 12.15% 24.49% 35.79% 77,751 


All People Who Voted in 2018 General Election 
| indian | White | Black | Total__—| 


66.63% 12.88% | 20.31% | 31.23% 31,687 
Total Vote - All Methods Burton Moody Total 


15,382 15,312 30,694 
50.11% 49.89% 


Election Day In-Person Voters 


Democrats | Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian | White | Black | Total | 


65.47% 13.59% 20.74% | 33.56% | | 16,915 
Election Day In-Person Burton Moody Total 
7,566 8,789 16,355 


46.26% 53.74% 


One-Stop (Early In-Person Voting) Ballots 
Democrats | Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian | White | Black | 





68.57% 11.76% 19.51% 28.64% 13,609 
One-Stop (Early In-Person) Burton Moody Total 
7,113 6,097 13,210 


53.85% 46.15% 


Provisional Ballots 


Democrats | Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian | White | Black | 
16.49% 19.03% 
Provisionals Burton Moody Total 
310 149 459 


67.54% 32.46% 


Returned & Accepted Mail Absentee Ballots 
















Democrats | Republicans | Unaffiliateds Indian | White | Black | 
58.41% 15.07% 26.23% | 25.65% | | 690 | 
Returned Absentees Burton Moody Total 


393 280 673 
58.40% 41.60% 


Civilian Absentee Ballots Sent But Not Retuned 


| Democrats | Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian_| White | Black Total 


| 68.67% | 6.52% | 24.73% 30.83% 1,197 
Unreturned Absentees Burton Moody Total 
unknown ~~ unknown 1,197 


unknown ~~ unknown 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD of 
. ELECTIONS & ETHICS ENFORCEMENT 
COUNTY OF WAKE 
IN THE MATTER OP: 


Investigation of election 
irregularities affecting counties 
within the 9% Congressional 
District 


Affidavit of 
Candidate Vanessa Burton 


ee ee ee eee ee” 


l. Vanessa Burton. being first duly sworn. depose and say: 


we 


~] 


10. 


I am over the age of 18 and legally competent to give this affidavit. 

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this affidavit. 

I am a resident of Robeson County. 

I was the Democratic candidate for District Court Judge in District 16B, Seat 
2, in the 2018 general election. 

I received 67 more votes than mv opponent Mr. Jack Moody, Jr. 

I did not pay anyone to assist with ahsentee ballots for my campaign. 

My campaign finance report shows my campaign expenditures. 

Iam aware only through news articles that Mr. McCrae Dowless is accused of 
harvesting absentee ballots in Bladen and Robeson Counties and that he was 
hired by Republican Mark Harris’ congressional campaign. 

I have never met with, talked with, or hired Mr. McCrae Dowless to assist 
with my campaign. 

T had never heard of McCrae Dowless until the news reported that he was a 
person of interest in the State Board's investigation into election 


irregularities. 
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ii. [learned of the existence of the Red Dome Group as a result of the State 


Board of Elections publicized election fraud investigation. I did not hire the 
Red Dome Group to assist with my campaign. 


iZ. lam not aware of any irregularities in my judicial race. 


This the 21st day of December 2018. 





Swom to and subscribed before me this the 21" day of December, 2018. 





(SEAL) nliiiyy, 
yo A. CO KP 
SS Wh o 
SLO ARLES 
= s WWE 
ER} 0% 
22. iQ8 ee 
2Qs. Aye as My Commission expires: 
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NORTH CAROLINA 





(919) 814-0755 
State Board of Elections & Ethics Enforcement F% @19) 715-0135 








December 14, 2018 


VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
William R. Gilkeson 
wgilkeson@bdixon.com 


Re: Request for additional explanation regarding action staying the issuance of 
rtificate of elections in the contest for Seat 2 of on the N.C. District t 
in District 16B. 





Attorney Gilkeson: 


Thank you for your letter to the State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
(“State Board”) on behalf of your client, Vanessa Burton. During our meetings in my office, 
I have stressed that there is no allegation or insinuation that your client has engaged in any 
misconduct. Instead it was necessary for the State Board to stay the final certification of certain 
local contests because the apparent margin of victory in each race represented fewer votes than 
those presently under scrutiny in an unrelated investigation across Congressional District 9. This 
was the case with your client’s contest in Robeson. In addition to her scat, the State Board stayed 
the local certification for Bladen County Commissioner District 3, Bladen Soil and Water 
Conservation District Supervisor, and State certification in Congressional District 9. 


The State Board will hold an evidentiary hearing on its investigation, and all affected 
candidates will be notified of the hearing and given an opportunity to be heard. We understand 
the disruption and disappointment caused by a delay in certification. [t remains the position of the 
State Board, however, that the stay was necessary in the performance of its duty under 
G.S. 163A-1180 and that the stay must remain in place for the time being. We will ensure you 
receive notice on behalf of yourclient in the expected proceedings. 


Since ee 
Josh Lawson 
General Counsel 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD 


of ELECTIONS 
COUNTY OF WAKE 


IN THE MATTER OF: 
Request to Take Official Notice 
Investigation of election 
irregularities affecting counties 
within the 9th Congressional 
District 


4, 4, 4) 4), 4>,_4 


Vanessa E. Burton, acting through counsel, requests the North Carolina State 
Board of Elections, pursuant to G.S. § 8C-1, Rule 201, to take judicial notice of the 


following reports and data: 


1. Voter Registration and Voting Histories of the following Robeson County 
voters: Callie S. Locklear, Stephanie E. Page, James Worth Williams, 


Harold Fredick (sic) Worriax Jr, Harold Fredrick Worriax Sr., and John 
Wayne Buck. 


2. Robeson absentee ballots witnessed by Jennifer Boyd, the demographics of 
the voters whose ballots she witnessed, and absentee votes by precinct in 
the Burton-Moody contest. Attached Spreadsheets A and B are derived 
from data on the State Board’s portal and website. 


3. Robeson 2018 general election party turnout and Burton-Moody District 


Court vote by precinct. Attached Spreadsheet C is derived from data on the 
State Board’s website. 
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Robeson 2018 general election countywide Democratic-Republican contest 
results by voting method. Attached Spreadsheet D is derived from data on 
the State Board’s website. 


Robeson 2018 general election race and party shares by voting method, 
including voters who were sent absentee ballots but did not return them. 
Attached Spreadsheets E and F are derived from data on the State Board’s 
website plus the following data compiled by State Board staff: 


a. Data from Brian Neesby sent by email on February 11, 2019, titled 
“Gilkeson_Request_Robeson_Demographic_Statistics_20181106.xlsx” 


with attachment of same name. 


b. Data from Gregg McCurry sent by email on January 11, 2019, titled 
“RE: [External] Clear information needed for” with attachment “2019- 


01-10 abs _ not returned _voted_other_method.xlsx”. 


c. Data from Patrick Gannon sent by email on January 7, 2019, titled 
“RE: [External] FW: Mat Team Information” with attachments “2018- 
12-19 abs_not_returned_precinct.xlsx” and “2018-12-19 


abs not_returned_voted_other method.xlsx”. 


6. Data from Patrick Gannon sent by email on January 7, 2019, titled “FW: 
[External] FW: Robeson County Mat Team 2018” with no attachment, 


listing Robeson multi-party assistance team members. 


Respectfully submitted this the 19" day of February, 2019. 


Kab Pare: 


Sabra J. Faires 
William R. Gilkeson, Jr. 


BAILEY & DIXON, L.L.P. 
434 Fayetteville St., Ste. 2500 
P. O. Box 1351 

Raleigh, NC 27602 


North Carolina State Bar No.: 9212 


wgilkeson@bixon.com 
North Carolina State Bar No.: 12963 


Attorneys for Candidate Vanessa Burton 


a 


Robeson County Absentee Ballots Witnessed by Jennifer Boyd in 2018 General Election 


Page No. 


Assisted & Witnessed by_ Voter's Party. in Exhibit 
voreeNemie Name Voter Address Boyd Registration Voter's Race | 4.2.6.2.2.1 


Unaffiliated White 

rr 
TerryleeFritz [10 Sports Ct.LumberBridge | ES | Republican | White | 75 
eter Mend Neder, Sr__40 0) Glark t,t Pauls —_|_¥§3_tnaffifeted _}-_ver_{ 78 
ee Unaffiliated White | 77 
Anita MayersSaxon [1743 TarHeelRd. Lumberton | Witnessed Only | Unaffiliated | = White | 79 
Ese Thor s06comwend net Pus | vs | —Urttet | — Wt —1 380 
Timothy lasob Nance [282 Hummingbird lane St auls [YES Republican | __ White 382 
Timothy EarlNance [282 HummingbirdLaneSt.Pauls | YES. | Republican | White 
James Michael Campbell (572. BlueSt.St.Pauls | ES | Unaaffiliated =| White | 384 
Republican | White 
lLuisGabrielReyes (452 Marion Rd.St.Pauls | ES | Unaffiliated =| Other | 392 
Robin Mae Bradford ——|215Gentle WindDr.st.Pauls | VES | Unaffiliated =| White | 393 
Timm Owen Orchard 2G Senue Wind Dr. St. Pails p VES Republican | White 
Alison Cheryl Mena [283 Brisson Sands Dr. St. Pauls -—~—~=~=~«~Y~SC*<“~*‘“*~*éES'~S=~*‘“*‘“d;CS*CRebcan”~—~|~—CWhite”~—=«(?S~C*é 
Cessay Brooke Brewington 1283 Brisson Sands Dr. St. ak | YES-————s—=éidYsSssiDeemocrat =| Amerindian | 396 | 
Wendy Edge Grimsley 518 E. Ross St. St. Pauls 
Jamie Louise Bradford Matt }126 Weathervane Dr. St. Pauls 
Unaffiliated | Undesignated 
Carey Elizabeth Grimsley 
Gerald Wayne Kersey, Jr. \2227 Ballance Farm Rd. St. Pauls 





















—| 


403 
White | 404 
406 
407 
YES 408 
409 
YES 410 
411 
412 
YES 413 
YES Amerindian | 415 
Unaffiliated | White | __ 416 
YES White | 417 
57 Edgegrove Circle St. Pauls | YES Unaffiliated | White | 418 
oni Smith Reel Republican | ___ White 420 
oseph Alan Reel Unaffiliated | White | 421 
eresa Ann Vedder 
Denzil Lee Ackerley ES | Unaffiliated White | 423 
elen Bowen Pittman 
ohnny Howard Saxon White | 425 
honda Kim Strickland 282 Hummingbird Lane St. Pauls | YES | Republican | White | 426 


YES Unaffiliated | White | 427 
197 Applewood Dr. St. Pauls } YES | Unaffiliated White | 428 
197 Applewood Dr. St. Pauls \ | Republican White 429 


ES | 

2543 E. Great Marsh Church Rd. St. Pauls ES Republican White | 
| |Witnessd & Assistd-54 |Unaffiliated - 33 |White - 49 | 
|\Withnessed Only- 3 |Republican- 21 |Amerind- 4 | 


ason Kordell Schmoekel 69 Berkshire Dr. St. Pauls 
Athan Arnold Ackerly 





Caren Marie Cleg 












a i AN NN tA NH AAR ARI NE ye 





| 


a Alo ar eee ce lites 

Bp n. 

Om >) 
a) 
> 
> 
D> 
yg 
D_ 
OD 
+, 
O 
= 


Spreadsheet B 


Counted Robeson Absentee Ballots by Precinct in Burton-Moody Election 


Precinct # Largest Group | DJ 16B-2 Winner} Burton | Moody 


Alfordsville Indian majority | Burton 


BackSwamp | Indian majority | Burton —s |S 
White majority Moody | 
Burnt Swamp Indian majority | Moody 9 


Total 


_ 
_ 


_ 
7 
PiN/|e PiRP|R|R = 
W]e | 00 WlolN|u = 


—_ 
W 
NJ 


| 
| Gaddys | Indianplurality | __ Burton | 8 
8 
7 


1 
2 
7 


10 White plurality | Burton a ae) 
White plurality Burton 16 5 
Burton 
10 
Black majority Burton | | 6 
| 17 | Lumberton? | Indian majority | __— Burton | 6] 


18A___| Lumberton’ | White majority | | Moody | 15] 10 2 
20 | Orrum | White majority | __ Moody | 2] a| 
21 | Parkton | White majority | ___Moody | 13] 12) 25) 
| 22 | ~NPembroke | Indianmajority | Burton | 47] 522 


Ul 


S Pembroke Indian majority 17 12] 29 
24 Philadelphus Indian majority 3 3| 6 

25 Raft Swamp Indian majority 2| A 6 

0 


26A Red Springs Black plurality 60 10 7 
| 28 | ~Rennert__| Indianmajority | _—s Moody _—s|_— 8] 3] 


29 Black majority 6 26 
5 


| 30 | __Saddletree__|_Indian majority 2 
| | | | | | 
33 Indian majority |___— Burton | 2 6 
34 Oxendine___| Indianmajority |___Moody | 2] 3S 
35 Prospect | Indianmajority |___ Moody |_| | 12 
| 36 | Smyrna | Blackplurality | Burton} tt 8] 
| 37 Sterlings—_|_ White majority 
| 38 | Thompson _| Indian majority 
|___ 39 Union Indian majority 
| 40 | Whitehouse | White plurality | Burton |} 1] Td 
a4 Wisharts | Whitemajority | __Moody | 9] 10] 19 


10 
393 280 673 


Based on data provided by the State Board of Elections 


Spreadsheet C 
Robeson County Precincts - Party Turnout & Burton-Moody Vote 


Burton % GOP Unaff__|Precinct # 
1 Alfordsville | 53.32% | 46.68% | 422 | 68.72% | 16.52%] 14.76%| 1 | 


81.30% 11,96%| 2 
[Brits | 29.09% | 70.91% | 722 | 62.75% | 15.52%| 21.59%| 3 
[Burnt swamp | 45.99% | 54.01% | 822 | 74.65% | 8.34%| 17.01%) 4 


78.37% 8.89%| 12.64%| 5A 

72.85% 9.97%| 17.17%| 7 | 

| 52.85% | 18.98%] 27.92%| 8 | 
9 
10 


















5A 49.89% | 50.11% 
7 Gaddys 46.57% 
East Howellsville | 29.72% 70.28% 





West Howellsville | 51.52% | 48.48% | 61.59% 
52.23% 58.15% 
[Lumberton#1 | 30.58% | 69.42% | 2335 | 52.13% 11 
Lumberton #11A| 42.70% 623 | 62.95% 


Lumberton #2 | 69.05% | 10.32%] 20.51% 


Lumberton # 3 65.50% 10.76% 23.51% 
Lumberton # 4 67.04% 11.88% 


80.99% 
93.03% 88.33% 
77.11% 
55.74% 
Maxton 80.45% 11.63% 
| Orrum | 547__|_73.47% . 
21 |  Parkton | 46.92% 942 | 49.21% 24.71%| 21 
59.62% 1154 | 66.09% 22 
[South Pembroke | 49.78% | _ 1378 | 71.06% | 10.43%| 18.45%| 23 
8.65% 
[Raftswamp | 50.74% | 49.26% | 609 | 69.33% |  9.86%| 20.50%) 25 
27.13% _ 76.21% 
Rennert 


7 58.57% 59.60% 14.73% 25.45% 
Rowland 67.36% 
Saddletree 


: 32.64% 80.63% 8.05%| 11.05% 

45.51% 63.41% 30 

| stPau’'s | 46.75% | 53.25% _ |_ 57.13% 

58.41% | 12.39%] _29.20%| 33 

3.16% | 13.36%| 23.08%| 34 

sss | 70.86% | 10.88%| 18.06% 35 

Smyrna 54.34% | 45.66% 519 72.11% 8.73%| 19.17%| 36 

37. | Sterlings | 14.85% | 85.15% 303. | 49.35% | 18.30%] 32.35%| 37 

63.59% | 12.14%| 24.27%| 38 
611__|_73.36% 39 
267__ | 68.77% 40 
a1 28.32% 58.31% a1 


50.11% 49.89% 30697 66.63% 12.88% 20.31% 
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Spreadsheet D 


Robeson Countywide Dem-Rep Contests - 2018 Results by Voting Method 





Total Vote | Total %| Election Day Early Vote 3 Provisnl 


17,419] 56.40% 8,675| 52.09%] 8,010] 61.18% 26% 
__38.09%| __115|_ 25.00% 
| 4 

460 


| 12,691] 41.09% 7,538] 45.26%| 4,779] 36.50%| __259| 
{777} 2sa%) aaa} 2.65% 


30,887 16,655 13092 


NC Senate Dist 13 


D - Campbell 11,977| 38.48% 5,822] 34.98%] 5,573] 41.74%! | | 271} 59.30% 
| 5 
457 





District Attorney 


19,710] 62.98% 9,878] 59.10% 9,038] 67.22%| 429} 63.84%]  —«- 365] 78.33% 
11,588] 37.02% 6,837| 40.90% 4,407| 32.78%| 43| 21.67% 
466 





Supreme Court Justice 


7,302] 46.15%| 6,929] 55.41% | | ___307| 68.99% 


29,436 





Court of Appeals - Seat 1 


D-Arrowood | __15,523] 53.08%| 7,629] 48.51%] __7,200| 57.94%] 386 
6126) (29.03% 


29,242 





Court of Appeals - Seat 2 

49.57% 7,100 6,803 | 6| 295] 66.89% 
R - Griffin 10,880| 37.05% 6,412] 40.62%| 4,166} 33.38%] | 6| 100] 22.68%) 
14.39%] 1,513 | %|____-46| 10.43% 


29,362 





Court of Appeals - Seat 3 


57.98%| |__57.44%| 310] 70.29% 
7,546| 47.75%| 4,905] 39.26%|_ |___ 40.15%] 109] 24.72% 
L-Monaco | 877] 2.98%) 494] 3.13%] 345] 2.76%] 6] 
441 


29,402 115,803 

















-Seat 2 


R-Moody | 25315] «9.20% 2,700] 53.70% 6,007] 46.15%] 280] _aa.60%| 149] 32.00% 


459 


Based on data provided by the State Board of Elections 


Spreadsheet E 
Robeson Race & Party Shares by Voting Method - 2018 General Election 


All Registered Voters 


Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian _| White 
62.75% | 12.15% | 24.49% 35.79% | 


All People Who Voted in 2018 General Election 






Democrats Republicans Unaffiliateds Indian White Black Total 
66.63% 12.88% 20.31% | 31.23% | 31,687 
Total Vote - All Methods Burton Moody Total 
15,382 15,312 30,694 


50.11% 49.89% 


Election Day In-Person Voters 


Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian | White Black Total 


65.47% 13.59% 20.74% 33.56% | 16,915 
Election Day In-Person Burton Moody Total 
7,566 8,789 16,355 


46.26% 53.74% 


One-Stop (Early In-Person Voting) Ballots 
Democrats | Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian | White | Black | 


68.57% 11.76% 19.51% 28.64% 13,609 
One-Stop (Early In-Person) Burton Moody Total 
7,113 6,097 13,210 


53.85% 46.15% 


Provisional Ballots 


Unaffiliateds | Indian | White | Black__| Total 


64.48% 16.49% 19.03% 30.66% | 475 
Provisionals Burton Moody Total 
310 149 459 


67.54% 32.46% 


Returned & Accepted Mail Absentee Ballots 


Unaffiliateds | Indian | White | Black | __‘Total__| 
58.41% 15.07% 26.23% | 25.65% | | =6©690 


Returned Absentees Burton Moody Total 
393 280 673 
58.40% 41.60% 


Civilian Absentee Ballots Sent But Not Returned * 
Democrats | Republicans | Unaffiliateds | Indian White | Black | Total 


64.87% 27.69% 33.08% 780 
Unreturned Absentees Burton Moody Total 
unknown ~~ unknown 780 


* Excluding the 351 who voted anyway by another method 
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Spreadsheet F 


Robeson Absentee Voting 2018 General Elections - provided Febuary 10, 2019 








ey | it [ a= | 
TOTAL ye ali c= 








Site ale 










Total Regd Voters (T) 77306 
Absentee Requests ( R 2315 










% (R/T) 

Absentees Sent (S) | 2263) 

% (S/R) 97.75% . 

Absentees Unreturned (U) 1565} 1115 | 96] | 
% (U/S) 69.16%] 73.11%| _|48.00%| 
Absentees Unreturned But Voted 

by Another Method (V) 771 575 31 

% (V/U) 46.07%] 51.57%| Ss: | 32.29% 


Absentees Unreturned Didn't al Pa 
Vote by Another Method (DV) 03.504 / 


Based on data provided by the State Board of Elections, February 10, 2019. Inclusion of military/overseas ballots may acount for differences with other cited data. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD | 
of ELECTIONS 


COUNTY OF WAKE 


IN THE MATTER OF: 


9nd Affidavit of 
Candidate Vanessa Burton 


Investigation of election 
irregularities affecting counties 
within the 9*2 Congressional 
District 


I, Vanessa Burton, being first duly sworn, depose and say: 


1. Iam over the age of 18 and legally competent to give this affidavit. 

2. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this affidavit. 

3. Iwas ajudicial candidate in the 2018 contest for District Court Judge in 
Robeson County, District 16B, Seat 2. | 

4. After the canvass the Robeson County Board of Elections (Robeson Board) 
declared me the winner with a 71 margin win. 

5. My opponent Jack Moody requested a recount and it was held on November 
26, 2018. After the recount the Robeson Board declared me as the winner 
with a 67 margin win. 

6. On or about November 29, 2018, I received a Certificate of Election from the 
Robeson Board by U.S. mail certifying that I had been duly elected to the 
Office of NC District Court Judge District 16B Seat 2 for Robeson County. A 
true and accurate copy of the certificate is attached as Exhibit 1. 

7. On or about November 30, 2018, I learned that the North Carolina State 
Board of Elections (State Board) had not certified the results of my judicial 
race by reading an online news article. 


8. The State Board did not inform me of the decision not to certify my election. 


< 
a 
3 








10. 


11. 


12. 


lo. 


14, 


15. 


An audio tape of the November 27, 2018 public meeting indicates that the 
state Board’s Executive Director indicated that my election was not certified 
because the State Board had not completed its audit of the recount held in 
my election. 

On November 30, 2018, the State Board held another meeting addressing the 
status of the 9t congressional district results. At this meeting the audio of 
the public meeting indicates that Joshua Malcom made a motion to withhold 
the certificate of election for two races in Bladen County and the State Board 
voted to withhold the certificates. 

During the November 380, 2018 State Board meeting my race, seat 2 for 
Robeson County, was not included in the Bladen County motion to withhold 
certification nor was it the subject of a separate motion to certify or withhold 
certification. Judicial seat #2 was denied certification without a vote. 
Joshua Malcom who was a member of the State Board in November 2018 is 
an attorney from Robeson County. He made the motion to withhold the 
certification of the Bladen County races. 

On December 8, 2018, I attended New Judges School by invitation at the 
School of Government. 

On or about December 8, 2018, I retained William Gilkeson and Sabra Faires 
to represent my interests in the results of judicial race seat # 2 1n Robeson 
County because the State Board had not communicated with me. 

On or about December 14, 2018, the State Board sent a letter via electronic 
email to my attorney indicating that the State Board was not alleging or 


insinuating any misconduct by me. 


16. On or about December 17, 2018, I received the following by U.S. mail from of 
North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper: 
a. A letter congratulating me on my election to District Court Judge. 
b. Five originals of the oath of office to sign. 
c. A commission of office stating that I have been duly elected to the 
office of District Court Judge and have satisfied all the constitutional 
requirements for holding the office. 


A true and accurate copy of these documents are attached as Exhibit 2. 


This the 19st day of February, 2019. 





Vanessa Burton, Affiant 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 19st day of February, 2019. 






(SEAL) 







BETHANY G FARRELLY 
Notary Public, North Carolina 
Wake County 
My Commission Expires 

December 08, 2021 _t 


Notary Public 


My Commission expires: 


(Ay 3 7 Jo2-\ 


eS 








Robeson County 


North Carolina 





Certificate of Election 


THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 


Veneisa Barton 


Has been duly elected to the Office of NC District Court Judge District 16B 
Seat 2 for ROBESON COUNTY, North Carolina, at the General Election held on the 6th 
day of November, 2018. 


ROBESON COUNTY BOARD-OF ELECTIONS 


Steve Stone, Chairman 














STATE OF NortH CAROLINA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 





Roy Cooper 
GOVERNOR 


December 17,2018 


The Hon. Vanessa Burton 
District Court Judge, District 16B 
604 W. 31st Street 

Lumberton, NC 28358 

Dear Judge Burton: 


Congratulations on your recent election as District Court Judge for District 
16B. Enclosed are five originals of your Oath of Office and your Commission of 
Office. Please return three originals of your signed and executed oath to the 
Office of the Governor, General Counsel's Office, 20301 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301. 


lam confident you will serve the people of North Carolina well. 


With kind regards, | am 


Very truly yours, 


Roy Cooper 


RAC:swh 


Enclosures 


20301 Marr Service CENTER * RALEIGH, NC 27699-0301 * TELEPHONE: 919-814-2000 
WWW.GOVERNOR.NC.GOV 





ro 
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State of North Carolina 


Roy Cooper 
GOVERNOR 


Oath of Office 


I, Vanessa Burton, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States, so help me God. 


I, Vanessa Burton, do solemnly and sincerely swear that I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities 
which are or may be established for the government thereof; and that I will endeavor to 
support, maintain and defend the Constitution of said State, not inconsistent with the 
Constitution of the United States, to the best of my knowledge and ability, so help me God. 


I, Vanessa Burton, do solemnly swear that I will administer justice without favoritism 
to anyone or to the State; that I will not knowingly take, directly or indirectly, any fee, gift, 
gratuity or reward whatsoever, for any matier or thing done by me or to be done by me by 
virtue of my office, except the salary and allowances by law provided; and that I will faithfully 
and imparitally discharge all the duties of District Court Judge of the North Carolina General 
Court of Justice, to the best of my ability and understanding, and consistent with the 
Constitution and laws of the State; so help me God. 


Vanessa Burton 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this the dayof_-_s ___ _; 30 


Esse Quam Videri 
To Be Rather Than To Seem 





State of North Carolina 
Roy Cooper 


GOVERNOR 


Commission of Office 


Having been duly elected to office and having satisfied all constitutional requirements for holding the same, 


Vanessa Burton 
is hereby commissioned 
District Court Judge 
District 168 
to hold this office for the term provided by North Carolina law and to possess during said term all of the rights, privileges 
and powers conferred on this office by the Constitution and laws of the State of North Carolina. 


This Commission is issued in the name of and by the authority of the State pursuant to Article III, Section 10 of the 
Constitution of North Carolina. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and 


caused the Great Seal of the State of North Carolina to be affixed, 
this the 17 day of December in the year 2018. 





Esse Quam Videri 
To Be Rather Than To Seem 





January 3, 2019 
NC State Board of Elections 
Robeson County Board of Elections 


To whom it man concern: 





| just wanted to recap my experience with the people who came to my house to discuss my vote. | don’t 
remember all of the details, but | was uncomfortable with the encounter. It wasn’t something that | had 
had happen before. 


Two ladies came to the door and the younger of the two asked to confirm that | was a registered 
Democrat. | told her | was and she said they could help me vote without having to go to the polling 
place. This was the week before the election. She had a clipboard with what looked like a ballot on it. | 
can’t remember the exact conversation but it seemed like she was saying that we could complete the 
ballot on the spot and they would turn the ballot in for me. | don’t remember her specifically saying that 
the ballot would be mailed but | know she said that | personally not have to go to the polling site. 


I've been voting for over thirty years and I’ve never had anyone come to the door and offer or ask to 
handle my vote this way. | told her | didn’t feel comfortable handing my ballot to anyone other than the 
people at the Board of Elections (that’s where my polling place is.) | thanked them for their time and 
told them | planned on voting on the actual election day. | ended up voting early but | did complete and 
turn in the ballot there. 


| didn’t even know that handing my ballot over to someone on my front porch was an option, and | 
definitely didn’t feel comfortable. 


Sorry | don’t remember more details. 


Sincerely, 


AP LOLd 


James Williams 





204W 8 St 
Lumberton, NC 28358 
(910}-508-1680 | 


Jwilli633 @gmail.com 


| PENGAD-Bayonne, WN. J. 









Corrected 
/54 


AFFIDAVIT 





PENGAD-Bayonne, NK. J, 











I, John W. buck, am over the age of 18 and! am a legal resident of Lumberton, Robeson 
County, North Carolina. I voted in person at the Robeson County Board of Elections. I received 
a call from the North Carolina Democratic Party and was informed that I requested an absentee 


ballot. I did not receive one nor did I request an absentee ballot. 


I am giving this statement of my own free will. No one has threatened me or coerced me 


into giving this statement in any way. I do this voluntarily. 








LAGAYLE LOCKLEAR 
Notary Public 
Robeson Co., North Carolina 
My Commission Expires Dec. 21, 2020 - 






COMMISSION EXPIRES: 1 DA lytt0 


